
 
Letting the King Come In (Psalm 24) 

• Possible historical setting: when David brought the Ark back to Jerusalem  

• It was appropriate to have composed a hymn like Ps 24 for the occasion 

(7) Lift up your heads, O gates… 

That the King of glory may come in 

• A greater picture in view: Jesus Christ entering Jerusalem on Palm Sunday   

• In Jewish liturgy, Psalm 24 was always sung on the first day of the week  

I. A Clearly Messianic Psalm  

• Opening gates of Jerusalem to “LORD” (Jehovah) “King of glory,” Lord Almighty 

• Describes the entrance of God into the holy city of Jerusalem in earthly terms  

• Described: king returns to the city from his conquest: two entrances are described  

• First vs. 3-6: God’s people coming to God’s city: Question is who may come?  

• The second: vs. 7-10 describes the actual coming of God’s people 

II. Part I: The Earth Is God’s  

• For the nationalistic Jews the first part of the part of the psalm makes no sense  

• Nationalist idea of God’s kingdom pervasive even among the disciples (Acts 1: 6) 

• Jesus had to teach them His kingdom: spiritual kingdom throughout the world (8) 

• If you are part of this world: you owe God allegiance as the true and rightful king 

III. Part II. Who May Come to God 

• Who dares come into the presence of the thrice holy God to pay Him homage?  

• Verses 3-6 answer this question in a manner which is wonderful and complete  

1) Heart of the worshiper: Vs 4 the importance of the worshipper’s inner character 

• It also answers in terms of His relationship to God and to other people. 

2) Vindication from God: What will such a person find when he/she comes to God? 

• Answer: in the second part of the redemption of the worshiper in Ps 24:5 

• First: he will find “blessing from the Lord”, second: “vindication from God” 

IV. Part III. The Coming of the King 

• In vvs. 3-6 His people, the inhabitants of the earth are prepared for Him. 

• Third section, vs. 7-10: King comes: Jesus, who entered the city on Palm Sunday 

• He is Jesus, who entered the city on Psalm Sunday in order to die for us. 

• Because He ascended the approach to Jerusalem, entered it, we can enter heaven 


