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When the children of Israel saw that the Ammonites would war against them, they demanded that                
Samuel the prophet give them a king to lead them. (1 Samuel 8:5, 19; 12:12) When Samuel brought their                   
request to the Lord, the Lord told him that the people had not rejected the prophet, but God. (1 Samuel 8:7) The                      
people did not want to be led by an invisible God, but by a visible hero. God was angry with the children of                       
Israel for rejecting Him, and in His anger He gave them what they wished for; He gave them a king. (Hosea                     
13:11) God chose Saul to reign over Israel, but that man soon proved unworthy of the crown. As a warrior he                     
was mighty, but as a man of God he was weak. He aspired to be a hero to the people of Israel, but he was a                          
villain. He loved his people, and hated their enemies. He loved his countrymen too much, however, even more                  
than he loved God. As the people would rely upon Him, rather than upon God, so Saul would rely upon himself.                     
Before a battle with the Philistines, when his men began to desert, he did not wait for the prophet Samuel to                     
arrive to offer a burnt offering; he himself offered the offering. When Samuel did arrive, he rebuked Saul for his                    
arrogance, and told him that because of it he had forfeited the kingdom. God would give the kingdom to a better                     
man, to a man after God’s own heart. (1 Samuel 13) Saul’s son, Jonathan, was more faithful than his father. He                     
did not trust in his own might, as his father did; he trusted in the might of the Lord. Jonathan sought an                      
opportunity to attack the Philistines’ garrison, and he said to his armor bearer, “Come, and let us go over unto                    
the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint to the                      
LORD to save by many or by few.” (1 Samuel 14:6) When he saw a sign that they should attack, he said to his                        
armor bearer, “Come up after me: for the LORD hath delivered them into the hand of Israel.” (1 Samuel 14:12)                    
The two Israelites then attacked the garrison, and killed about twenty men. This caused a panic in the garrison,                   
and the remainder of the men escaped to the main camp. Saul’s watchmen observed the confusion in the camp,                   
and reported the same to Saul. Saul consulted Ahiah the priest for advice, but when the noise of the Philistine                    
camp grew louder, Saul dispensed with the priest, and ordered an attack on the camp. Those soldiers of Israel                   
which had deserted returned to the ranks, and Israel won the day. Saul came to see the Philistines as his personal                     
enemy, and he cared more about destroying them than he cared about the welfare of his people. After the battle,                    
the men were weak with hunger, but Saul placed them under oath not to eat until he had defeated the Philistines.                     
He said, “Cursed be the man that eateth any food until evening, that I may be avenged on mine enemies.” (1                     
Samuel 14:24) So, no one dared eat. Jonathan, however, unaware of the order, he did eat. When the men told                    
Jonathan of the king’s command, he objected to it, and said that the defeat of the Philistines would have been                    
far greater had the people not been faint from hunger. Saul’s selfishness actually prevented the army of Israel                  
from achieving a complete victory. 

After the men had eaten and gotten back their strength, Saul impetuously wished again to attack the                 
Philistines, and to annihilate them, but Ahiah the priest said they ought first to consult the Lord. Saul consented,                   
and asked the Lord if he should attack the Philistines, but the Lord did not answer Saul that day. Saul inferred                     
that the Lord’s silence was because of some sin in the camp, and he swore an oath that the guilty party would                      
die, even if it was his own son Jonathan. It seems never to have occurred to him the the sin might have been his                        
own. The matter was to be settled by the casting of lots, and the lot did fall to Jonathan. Jonathan, ever strong                      
and courageous, confessed his crime, and agreed to die. Saul, ever rash and heartless, said that it should be                   
done. The men, who had until this time acquiesced to their king’s orders, now resisted, and swore their own                   
oath, saying, “Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel? God forbid: as the LORD                  
liveth, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought with God this day.” (1 Samuel                       
14:45) So, Saul did not kill Jonathan that day, neither did he attack the Philistines. No doubt he would have                    
liked to act without consulting the Lord, but this time he could not count on the men to follow him. His grip on                       
the kingdom was slipping. 

When Saul disobeyed the command of the Lord by failing to kill Agag, king of the Amalekites, he                  
placed the blame, not on himself, but on the people. When Samuel the prophet told Saul that the Lord had taken                     
the kingdom from him, and had given it to a better man, Saul asked Samuel to allow him to save face with the                       
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people. It seems Saul would do anything to maintain power, both blaming the people for his sin, and also                   
maintaining their respect. 

God chose David, son of Jesse, to succeed Saul, and God gave David great success as a warrior of Israel.                    
After David killed Goliath, and the Israelites defeated the Philistines, Jonathan loved David very much, even as                 
himself. (1 Samuel 18:1) They were kindred spirits. Just as Jonathan had relied upon the Lord to give him the                    
victory over the Philistine garrison, so David relied upon the Lord to give him the victory over Philistine giant.                   
This was unlike Saul, who relied upon his own might, and fought, not for the Lord, but for his own selfish                     
reasons. When the army came in from battle, and the women the the praises of Saul for killing thousands, and of                     
David for killing ten thousands, Saul resented David, and worried that David was the one to take the kingdom                   
from him. He knew that the Lord was with David, and had left himself. However, he refused to submit to the                     
will of God, and he sought David’s life. He was morally weak and double-minded. He vacillated between                 
wishing David dead, and swearing that he would do him no harm. Jonathan was the son of the king, and, if not                      
for David, would have been heir to the throne. His humility was as great as his courage, and he submitted to the                      
will of God. He was was single-minded in his devotion to David, and he defended him at every turn. At first,                     
Saul was more passive in his attacks against David. He would not have killed David, but he hoped that he might                     
die in battle against the Philistines. The Lord was with David, however, and he had great success in battle. Saul,                    
therefore, told Jonathan and his own servantes to kill David. Jonathan warned David, and told his father the                  
king that David had done him no wrong. So, Saul swore by God that he would not have David killed. (1 Samuel                      
19:1-4) After David had more success against the Philistines, Saul broke his vow. He tried to kill David with his                    
spear, and, failing that, sent men to assassinate him. When David told Jonathan what had happened, Jonathan                 
doubted that his father had broken his vow, but said he would find out his father’s plans. When Saul learned that                     
Jonathan was shielding David, he was incensed. He told Jonathan that so long as David lived, Jonathan would                  
never inherit the throne, and he demanded that Jonathan bring David to him so that he might put him to death.                     
When Jonathan defended David, Saul hurled his spear at him. Then Jonathan knew that the king was intent on                   
killing David. Of course, Saul’s attempt to murder Jonathan, his son, showed that his interest was not in his                   
son’s inheriting the throne; it was rather in preserving it for himself, even though it was contrary to the will of                     
the Lord. Jonathan knew the will of the Lord, and he humbly submitted to it. He said to David, “Fear not: for                      
the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee;                        
and that also Saul my father knoweth.” (1 Samuel 23:17) 

For his part, David never raised a hand against the king, and he opposed anyone who did. On one                   
occasion, when Saul and three thousand of his men sought David in the wilderness of Engedi, Saul went into a                    
cave to relieve himself, while his men waited outside. David’s men saw in this the providence of God, and they                    
advised David to fulfill the will of the Lord, and to kill Saul. David did consider it, but in the end refused, and                       
merely cut of a piece of Saul’s garment. He told his men that it would be wrong to lay a hand on the Lord’s                        
anointed king. He would not be like Saul, and bring an end to his enemy by his own will, and not by the will of                         
the Lord. He would wait upon the Lord. (1 Samuel 24:6) After Saul left the cave, David called after him. He                     
showed him the piece of garment he had removed, and said to him, “The LORD judge between me and thee,                    
and the LORD avenge me of thee: but mine hand shall not be upon thee.” (1 Samuel 24:12) David did not repay                      
evil for evil, and Saul felt the coals burning on his head. He said to David, “Thou art more righteous than I: for                       
thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil.” (1 Samuel 24:17). Moreover, Saul conceded                 
that David was the rightful heir, and would, in fact, be king. He said, “Behold, I know well that thou shalt surely                      
be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine hand.” (1 Samuel 24:20) Yet, Saul later                    
again sought to kill David, in the wilderness of Ziph. David and his men found Saul’s camp, and all the men                     
asleep. Abishai, one of David’s men offered to kill Saul, but David did not permit him. David said to him, “As                     
the LORD liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, and                      
perish. The LORD forbid that I should stretch forth mine hand against the LORD'S anointed.” (1 Samuel 26:10,                  
11) They did, however, take Saul’s spear. Then David, at a safe distance, called to the camp. Saul answered                   
David, saying, “I have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, because my soul was                     
precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.” (1 Samuel 26:21)                   
So David said to him, “The LORD render to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness: for the LORD                   
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delivered thee into my hand to day, but I would not stretch forth mine hand against the LORD'S anointed.” (1                    
Samuel 26:23) Some time later, Saul once again faced the Philistines in battle. He feared what would happen,                  
and was at a loss to know what to do. Samuel was dead, and the Lord would not answer Saul’s enquiries by                      
other means. So, although he had banned mediums from the land, in accordance with the law of God, he                   
consulted the medium of Endor. (Leviticus 20:27) The battle went heavily against Saul, and three of his sons,                  
including Jonathan, were killed. Saul himself was wounded with arrows, and he said to his armor bearer, “Draw                  
thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and abuse                 
me.” (1 Samuel 31:4) His armor bearer refused, so Saul killed himself. 

Saul was not a man after God’s own heart. His religion was formal, and not personal. Even at the end of                     
his life, he, an enemy of God, contemptuously referred to the Philistines as ‘uncircumcised.’ Saul was not true                  
to the Lord. He was, in the end, only true to himself. Saint James writes about such a man: 

 
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth                   
not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is                    
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall                     
receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. (James 1:5-8) 

 
Saul was a type of the Pharisee: a hypocrite, having a show of religion, but lusting for wealth and power; the                     
one who would rival Jesus as the ruler over men’s lives. 

David, of course, is the type of Christ: a man after God’s own heart, never seeking his own will, but only                     
ever seeking the will of the Lord. When persecuted, he did not retaliate, but left room for the wrath of God. He                      
wished for the Lord’s will to be done in the Lord’s time and by the Lord’s might. In this way the Christian is to                        
be like Christ. Saint Peter writes: 
 

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,                
that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who,                  
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed               
himself to him that judgeth righteously. (1 Peter 2:21-23) 

 
Who, then, is Jonathan? Jonathan is the one who loved and served David with all his heart, and without                   

conditions; who gave up everything to follow Him; who defended Him when slandered, and defended HIm                
against all enemies; who sought no glory for himself, but only for the true king. Jonathan is the one that David                     
loved with all his heart. Jonathan was a type of the apostle John. John was the disciple Jesus loved, the one who                      
at the Last Supper leaned on Jesus’ breast. He was the one who followed Jesus after His arrest, but never did                     
deny Him. He is the one who asked of Jesus’ enemies, “Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down                     
from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did,” but who later wrote, “For God so loved the world, that he                     
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For                  
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”                     
(Luke 9:54; John 3:16, 17) 

When David learned of the deaths of Saul and Jonathan, he wrote this lament: 
 

The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen! 
Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon; lest the daughters of the Philistines                   
rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 
Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields of                   
offerings: for there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though he                   
had not been anointed with oil. 
From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and                    
the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

http://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-22.htm


 
4 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not                 
divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 
Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, who put                 
on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 
How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high                   
places. 
I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to                  
me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 
How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished! (2 Samuel 1:17-27) 
 

Saul was a mighty king over Israel, and David acknowledged his greatness, but Jonathan was the one                 
David loved. 

Let us not be like Saul, or like the Pharisee, who loved to rule over others. Let us be like                    
Jonathan and like John, who loved to serve the true king. Let us love Jesus, and let us be the ones that                      
He loves. 
 

Now unto the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, 
dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen nor can see: to whom be honor 

and power everlasting. Amen. 


