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Introduction 

1. We have come to the close of the book of the Revelation—sermon #62. 

2. Dennis Johnson: The church, composed of those who “hold to the testimony of Jesus and 

cling to the faithful words of God, now appears to be a small minority. . . . [But she] is the 

King’s beloved; and He is driving history to the consummation of their marriage, when her 

every enemy is vanquished and the Lamb’s glory floods her with life and light.” (The 

Triumph of the Lamb, Kindle loc. 3541).  

3. We are now nearly 2 millennia closer than John to that realization.  

The true church is still a small and defenseless minority with three major enemies: the 

world, the flesh, and the devil. 

Nevertheless, she must, can, and will overcome if she truly belongs to the Lamb, for she is 

His prize and delight.  

4. With all that we have learned from the pages now behind us, the verses before us now 

should fortify us in the final lap as we struggle to persevere until He comes. 

I. A Glorious Affirmation  

1. The contrast between the bride and the harlot repeated 

a. The angel affirms the truth of God’s words (22:6 cf. 19:9). 

b. The angel pronounces another of Revelation’s seven benedictions (22:7 cf. 19:9). 

c. John, overcome, falls down to worship the angel (22:8 cf. 19:10). 

d. The angel rebukes John and orders him to “worship God” (22:9 cf. 19:10). 

e. The angel identifies John and his brethren as those “who hold to the testimony of Jesus” 

(19:10) and “who keep the words of this book” (22:9). 

2. This repetition is designed to highlight the disparity. The harlot is consumed with herself; 

the bride worships none but God and follows none but the Lamb. 

II. A Thrilling Anticipation  

1. The anticipation of fulfillment is seen in the instruction of verse 10: “Do not seal up the 

words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.” 

a. The instruction reminds us of the angel’s instruction to Daniel: “But you, Daniel, shut up 

the words and seal the book, until the time of the end” (Dan. 12:4, 9). Why the difference? 

b. The fact that Jesus declared the nearness of His return at the time of John has troubled 

some and led to wrong conclusions. 

1) Some suggest that the Bible is in error and cannot be trusted because nearly 2000 years 

have passed and He has not yet come. 

2) Some suggest that He did come soon after His declaration but not visibly to all as He 

will at His second coming.  



3) Some suggest that “soon” is a very elastic term and may be better understood as a 

warning to be ready in anticipation of the suddenness of His return, not its immediacy. 

4) A better understanding of verse 12 is found in the verses that follow.  

III. A Powerful Assertion  

1. The absolute authority of Jesus over all things 

a. This is a legal pronouncement (repeated 3 times; vv. 16, 18, and 20), supported by penalty 

for disregarding that testimony (vv. 18–20).  

b. Here Jesus identifies Himself with two OT prophecies previously stated (5:5 and 2:28 

respectively; Isa. 11:1, 10; Num. 24:17). 

2. The hope of salvation in Jesus alone 

a. The “come” spoken by the Spirit and the bride is directed, not as an invitation to sinners, 

but to Jesus: “You testify that you are coming; then come.”  

b. Three times Jesus testified that He was coming soon (vv. 7, 12, and 20). The bride is 

ready. Come.  

c. In the meantime, let the thirsty one also come to the water and drink deeply and be fully 

satisfied. 

Application  

As we close this mysterious and wonderful book, are you filled with wonder and excited with 

anticipation?  

Three times in these verses Jesus has declared that He is coming soon.  

Do you believe it?  

Do you live like it?  

Are you driven by these truths to pursue the Kingdom at all costs?  

Do you pray every day, 

“Come, Lord Jesus?” 


