
1 

 

CAN JESUS BE LORD AND YOU TOO? 

Matthew 16:21-23, John 13:3-10, and Acts 10:9-16 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

When was the last time you felt that the circumstances of your life were spiraling 

out of control? What’s been happening to your prayer life? Is it challenged to grow 

or is it being challenged to even go on? This past week I got a call from someone 

who used to go to our church here in years past. The question I was asked was, 

“What do you think about the New World Market? The issue at stake was when is 

Jesus coming again and also, will the American dollar survive or will it lose its 

value in the new world market? Perhaps we could have gone on and talked for 

hours, speculating about what is going to happen to this country as we keep turning 

away from the Lord? I didn’t have all the answers about the outcome of the 

American dollar in the years ahead. There are global fears that seize upon all our 

minds at times. We grieve about what our grandchildren and great grandchildren 

are going to have to face, if America does not come back to God. Nevertheless, the 

circumstances that concern us most are usually not national or global concerns. 

What tempts us to despair is what is happening at our own house, under our own 

roof, in our own family and in our own extended family? When life is challenging 

at best, and too impossible to describe at worst, it’s easy to find our lives going 

south quickly as we try to fight back without success. It’s in these hard times that 

Jesus afresh wants to be our Lord, but we may be vying with Him for leadership. 

Can Jesus be Lord and you too? Can both of us be Lord?  

 

On Tuesday, I spent most of the morning doing Traveler’s Aid. The Lord allowed 

me the sacred honor of leading two men to faith in Him, one man K.C. was a 20 

year old single man with three children and no work. He teared up telling me this 

was his first time to ask for help. I was able to give him a bus ticket voucher to 

Cheyenne, buy him a meal and give him a Bible. He had no plans for the future 

and told me he had lost his way in life. The other man was 62 years old, J. R. and 

he had a crude mouth. Nevertheless, he was dead honest. I asked him how he was 

doing. He answered me with five words, “Messed up beyond all recognition.” He 

wanted to go to Pinedale and he wanted to get north of town to find a ride. I bought 

him a meal and took him two miles beyond Fourteen Mile Hill. It gave us time to 

talk. J.R. lost his wife eight years ago after going to prison in another state. He told 

me he was too ashamed to eat the meal I bought him in front of me. Tears flowed 

down his face. Before we got to the 16 mile marker north of town, he prayed with 

me and asked Jesus into his life. I prayed for him a while as he confessed that 

everything he had touched in the last 10-20 years has blown up in his face. You 

may say—“Well, K.C. and J. R. are transients, unemployed and that’s why things 

are spiraling out of control in their lives.” You’re right in part, but I dare say there 

are significant percentages of each of us in this service today who have whole 
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sections of our lives hanging in the balance, out of control, without any sign of 

hope on the horizon, and for us, it may be becoming a tug-of-war time when we 

are beginning to question God. Some of us may not be able to see the truth because 

we fear it. Sometimes we invest heavily in a view of reality that is not true and we 

feel ashamed to admit we are wrong. Some of us may be working to build a reality 

that is not available and we refuse to admit it.  

 

If all is going well for you, be certain that 2015 is not over. Trials may well be up 

ahead. As it has been well said, “Anyone can hold the helm when the sea is calm.” 

Nevertheless, “Calm seas never made great captains.” I am so glad God doesn’t 

throw us out as His children when we say things like Peter did to the King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords. Peter was a man who often grabbed the helm and wanted to 

speak for Jesus, or at least, to correct Jesus when he felt Jesus was in error. What 

could be more contradictory than to call Jesus, Lord, and yet, at the same time, to 

stubbornly refuse to accept His revealed will—and to say No! to Him? Can Jesus 

be Lord and you too? Can Jesus still be Lord if I am at the helm?  

 

When Peter saw his life spiraling out of control, he feared what Jesus spoke and  

was revealing about the future. Peter would sometimes grab the helm of the ship. 

Peter still maintained that Jesus was Lord, and called him “Lord!” but he also 

dared to contradict Jesus--God in the flesh. Now nothing could be more absurd. 

Yet Peter did it. When Peter feared Jesus’ words, he took matters into his own 

hands. What better way to try to walk the fence than to say, “Never, Lord!”  Maybe 

you and I aren’t that brazen. Maybe we are more cloaked in our approach to God’s 

will. But I ask you, “How is it with you and the Lord deep down in your heart? 

How are you responding to His will under your breath? In effect, we say, “Jesus, 

You are Lord of all, but You can’t expect me to accept this circumstance…or say 

that…or believe that, or do this, can You?” In a way we may at times get in Jesus’ 

face to say, “No, Lord!”  

 

Three times in the Word of God, Peter blurted out, “Never, Lord!” Putting those 

words together with Jesus is a bizarre combination of subordination and 

insubordination, of obedience and disobedience, and of willingness and rebellion. 

Jesus not only put up with Peter’s bizarre responses, but He patiently was able to 

bring Peter around—back to Himself and Jesus helped Peter be willing to give up 

his mixture of “yes and no” and his mixture of “You are Lord but I am lord too.” 

Let’s examine together these three situations when circumstances spiraled out of 

control for Peter and he sought to follow the Lord while grabbing the reins of life 

and telling God he had a better idea. What lessons does Jesus want us to learn from 

His teaching of Peter so we too can find peace when things are out of control? 
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HOW MUST WE LEARN WHEN JESUS AFFIRMS US OPENLY AND 

THEN REBUKES US PRIVATELY?  (I.) Look with me at Matthew 16: 21-23? 

“From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that He must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 

and on the third day be raised. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, 

saying, “Far be it from You, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” But He turned 

and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are 

not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” Where did 

this all start? Just moments before Jesus rebuked Peter, Jesus affirmed him above 

all the other disciples? Look with me at Matthew 16: 13-20. What high marks 

Jesus gave Peter. And now, resting on the laurels of his high marks, Peter took 

Jesus aside to teach Him. Peter’s intent may have been kind and good, but it was 

not godly. In this glowing story of Peter, he was led of the Father in heaven to 

confess who Jesus really was and is and will be forever. He answered Jesus’ 

question of who He was with the answer, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” Now, with the clear identity of Jesus known by His disciples, Jesus wanted 

His apostles to face the distressing path that He must travel to Calvary en route to 

His throne. It was the divine plan for our salvation from the dawn of eternity. Jesus 

must suffer at the hands of His own people and die a violent death by crucifixion, 

and then rise from the dead. Peter immediately fell from the pedestal of affirmation 

to what must have appeared as the pit of rebuke. How could Peter stray so far from 

discerning insight to a place of rebuking Jesus. Matthew 16:22 tells us his words to 

Jesus. “And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from 

you, Lord ! This shall never happen to You.” 

 

In Peter’s mind, it couldn’t be both ways. If Jesus was the anointed, long awaited 

Messiah and King, He must rule, defeat His enemies and defend the future and 

fortunes of Israel. What value would an executed Messiah have? When Peter heard 

about Jesus’ death, he never listened long enough to the part when Jesus spoke 

about His coming resurrection. What did Jesus reply to Peter? Matthew 16:23 

states, “But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a 

hindrance to Me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on 

the things of man.” How many times do we all say, “Never, Lord!” because we 

don’t understand what Jesus is saying, revealing or showing us, as Jesus was 

showing Peter how He must be both King and Servant? We know we are to be like 

Jesus. We are called to be children of the King, and yet we are also called upon to 

be servants who die to our own desires and who do exactly what He commands 

and wills for us to do. Which is it? Have you and I been caught in saying to 

Jesus—“It can’t be both ways.” Often with Jesus, the scriptures tell us it is not 

either or but both and. We are the Bride of Christ but we are also the sons and 

daughters of God. We are uniquely His bride and yet we are His sons and daughter 
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whom He disciplines or brings discipline into our lives as He wills. Which is it, we 

blurt out? It isn’t one or the other. It’s both. Has your life been spiraling out of 

control with the Lord affirming you publicly and disciplining you or bringing 

discipline and rebuke to you? Have you been arguing with Jesus? Have we been 

saying “Never, Lord?” There’s a second lesson Jesus has for us from Peter’s life. 

 

HOW MUST WE LEARN WHEN JESUS INSISTS WE PARTICIPATE IN 

THE VERY THING WE REFUSE TO DO? (II.) There is no doubt that God 

sometimes allows us to make up our own minds about something we are asked to 

do. He may call us to fight a giant, and He lets us make up our own mind how 

many stones to pick up in the brook. He may call us to witness and He may well 

leave to our discretion how to go about sharing Him with someone. Yet, I ask you, 

has life spiraled out of control when you have realized Jesus is Lord and there are 

some things with Him that are not optional or marginal or His preference. Rather, 

have you found that the Lord can be insistent and persistent as He was with Moses. 

Listen to John 13: 3-10 as Jesus comes to the Last Supper before crucifixion.  

“Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He 

had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside 

His outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around His waist. Then He poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the 

towel that was wrapped around Him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

“Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 

understand now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You shall 

never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no 

share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 

hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to 

wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every 

one of you.” 

 

After being rebuked for trying to teach the Lord, rather than be taught of Him, 

were there to be more hard lessons for Peter? Amazingly yes, and here it is. Jesus, 

the Host and the Head of the Feast of Passover, laid aside His robe and tied a towel 

around His waist to wash His disciples’ feet. What started going through the minds 

of all Jesus’ disciples? What do you think? Some of them must have been thinking, 

“Just a moment—Jesus; remember that you are the King of Kings. Please don’t 

lower yourself and become a menial slave.” Apparently, each of the disciples had 

omitted this chore to wash the others’ feet. There was no other slave or servant 

present to wash their feet as was the custom. This was about to be the height of 

embarrassment--Jesus Himself was quietly going from disciple to disciple washing 

their feet. This was a slave’s job. Peter knew it. Peter would have no part of this 

contradiction. He had reasoning power. Aren’t we often just like Peter? He was not 
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a mentally challenged disciple without reasoning ability to think. He would have 

none of this. This wasn’t Jesus’ place nor was it his place, and he wasn’t about to 

let the King of kings stoop and wash his feet. Have we joined Peter to try to 

instruct our Lord on etiquette or place or station or whose job it is to do what. Peter 

asked Jesus, “Lord, do You wash my feet? …Never shall You wash my feet.” Here 

again is the use of the word, Lord combined with the refusing word “Never.” The 

Greek word for never that Peter used is oudepote.  This word means “Not even or 

ever at any time.” That’s strong! Jesus ignored Peter’s preference and rather 

insisted to Peter, “If I do not wash your feet, you have no part with Me.” Isn’t it 

wonderful that God doesn’t write us off when we refuse to do what He asks us to 

do? He is insistent, consistent, persistent, and He refuses to let our “Never!” be the 

last word. Jesus wants and gets the last word. The awful prospect for Peter that his 

refusal would mean a life without the Lord brought a chill to his soul and a change 

in his heart. When each of us know that God is insisting or persisting, we each 

know what God wants us to do. God uses His insistence and persistence to help us 

as nay-sayers to change our tune. Peter now cried out, in effect, “Bathe me, Lord, 

head to toe, not just my feet! Drench me with Your cleansing. Forgive my 

embarrassing and prideful self-respect. I surrender to You, Jesus.” Don’t you think 

this second “Never, Lord!” should have cured Peter for good?  When life is 

spiraling out of control, wouldn’t this teach him for good? No, not quite yet! There 

is a third lesson Jesus has for us with Peter when Peter really got on his high horse 

with the Lord. What lesson is it? 

 

HOW MUST WE LEARN WHEN WE FACE JESUS’ PERSISTENT 

COMMAND WITH “I’VE NEVER DONE THAT AND I NEVER WILL (III.) 

Let’s turn to Acts 10: 9-16. We read, “The next day, as they were on their journey 

and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to 

pray. And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were 

preparing it, he fell into a trance and saw the heavens opened and something like a 

great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth. In it were 

all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. And there came a voice to 

him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have 

never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” And the voice came to him again 

a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” This happened 

three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.” This time combined 

with Peter telling the Lord what he had never done before—oudepote, he added an 

even stronger word—“By no means!” The Greek word is medamos which means 

in no wise. In other words, Peter set himself up as the last word in the face of the 

Lord. “In no wise” is in many ways as strong or stronger than “Never!” It means “I 

never will” as long as I know my own name. It means something akin to “Over my 

dead body, No.” These contradicting times for Peter are watershed moments we 
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need to learn from so that we don’t have to learn his same hard lesson by struggling 

with the Lord because we think we know better than He does or we think we have 

a better perspective than He does. God was about to open up this new and living 

way of bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to us, the Gentiles as well as the Jews. 

That wasn’t kosher for Peter nor were the animals the Lord told him to eat. Peter 

hadn’t yet learned his lesson, because he was still ready to correct the Lord. The 

town where Peter was staying was Joppa, in the home of Simon the tanner. 

Remember Joppa is where Jonah pulled a “Never, Lord!” 900 years before him. 

Remember God called Jonah to preach to godless Nineveh, the oppressors of 

Israel. Jonah’s never and refusal and boarding a ship going in the opposite 

direction led God to become more insistent and persistent. God prepared a large 

fish to swallow Jonah and tenderize his stubborn will inside a fish’s stomach for 

three gut-wrenching days. God refused to let Jonah’s “No, Lord!” get him off the 

hook. So here in historic Joppa, the first site in Israel where Jinny and I visited 

when we were in Israel, we visited the street of Simon the tanner in 2002. In Joppa, 

God pulled a third contradiction—at least in the mind of Peter. There on the 

housetop, facing the sea breezes, God was preparing Peter to be ready to take the 

Gospel to uncircumcised Gentiles, namely to Cornelius in Caesarea, a centurion 

who represented another foreign oppressor of the Jews—the Romans. It was a 

Jonah-Nineveh repeat performance. Never would Peter visit a God-fearing Roman 

centurion, a righteous Roman and God-fearing man, who was well spoken of by 

the Jewish nation. Why? Cornelius was a Gentile, a dog. Just think—could this 

Cornelius have been the very centurion not many years before who was in charge 

of crucifying Jesus? Could he have been the centurion who said, “Surely this man 

was the Son of God!” when Jesus died? We will never know till glory! This 

Cornelius had been directed by a holy angel to send for Peter to come to tell him 

the message of salvation. He had already dispatched three Roman military officers 

to Joppa to ask Peter to give the Message to Cornelius. Peter was not prepared. 

 

Talk about life spiraling out of control! These three visions were out of control. 

And what God couldn’t convince Peter of by insistence, He persuaded him to by 

persistence.  God is always on time. As the three men were nearing Joppa, God 

gave Peter His divine contradictory vision that came along with the Lord’s divine 

voice. An enormous sheet filled with every sort of animal and reptiles and birds, 

kosher/clean and unclean, all mixed together in a corned beef hash sort of fashion. 

What a conglomeration of apparent good and evil! And the Divine voice said, 

“Arise Peter, kill and eat!” But Peter pulled a third fast one with the Lord. This 

time Peter was all over this one. He answered, “By no means, Lord, for I have 

never eaten anything unholy or unclean.” So much for God’s foolish idea, right? 

Wrong! God is persistent when He gives a job to us to do. He persists in His 

request, desire and command. The divine command continued, in a second word 
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from the Lord, confirming the first one. The voice now said, “What God has 

cleansed, no longer consider unholy.” This happened three times. Foolish, was it? 

For a Jew it was, but for us who have been saved, thank God that Peter finally gave 

up his insubordination and went to a Gentile house. Soon Peter was seated at a 

non-kosher table witnessing the truth of Jesus to Cornelius, leading him to Christ 

with his family and baptizing them. So what about us? Are we bold and smashing 

hold-outs with Jesus who inconsistently say “Never, Lord! By no means. In no 

wise!”? Will we swear that we will take our objections to the will of God to our 

grave as I have been told on more than one occasion? Or will we allow the Spirit of 

God to silence our objections to His will when He speaks? What if God’s will 

contradicts our understanding and brings to us resentment, resistance, tension, and 

stifled anger? Will God go away and seek another vessel? He could, but often He 

patiently persists in calling us, He want to still use us—us—why us? Dr. Dennis E. 

Johnson of Westminster in California once said, “When you find yourself reacting 

to God’s Word or His providence with the tension of resentment and resistance, 

whether you blurt out your objection, or stifle it deep inside, expect that your Lord 

has something new to teach you about His grace and your need of it. Listen and 

learn.” What is the Lord teaching you today beloved? Remember: 

 

HOW MUST WE LEARN WHEN JESUS AFFIRMS US OPENLY AND 

THEN REBUKES US PRIVATELY?  (I.) Look with me at Matthew 16: 21-23? 

 

HOW MUST WE LEARN WHEN JESUS INSISTS WE PARTICIPATE IN 

THE VERY THING WE REFUSE TO DO? (II.) Listen to John 13: 3-10. 

 

HOW MUST WE LEARN WHEN WE FACE JESUS’ PERSISTENT 

COMMAND WITH “I’VE NEVER DONE THAT AND I NEVER WILL (III.) 

Let’s turn to Acts 10: 9-16. 

 

 
 

 


