
Genesis 1:1 - 2:3 

The Creation of the Universe by the Word of God 
 

Introduction 
 

  A.  The Genesis account of creation is not so much a historical or scientific account as it is a theological treatise - its 

 main focus is on the nature, character and purposes of God as revealed in His creative work. 

 
Psalm 19:1   The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  
 
Romans 1:20   For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made ....  

 

  B.  This text reveals ... 

 

      1. ... the sovereignty of God over all creation.  Since all that exists was made by Him, all is under His control. 

 

      2. ... the wisdom of God, who can create the universe out of nothing, and sustain its order. 

 

      3. ... the creative as well as authoritative power of His word. 

 

      4. ...  the goodness of God, in creating everything good.   

 

      5. ...  the good purpose of God to be and bring a blessing to His creation. 

 

      6. ...  the transforming activity of God as Redeemer.  At the beginning the earth was dark, empty, uninhabitable      

 waste.  But by the end God had turned the darkness into light, the waste into fruitfulness, the barren into the     

 inhabited, that which was not good into a world that was good, blessed, and at rest.  The direction of this  

 passage parallels the direction of the message of the Pentateuch and all of Scripture as a whole, where God 

 purposes to redeem Israel from the darkness and chaos of Egypt and lead them to a good land of blessing and     

 rest, and purposes to redeem His elect from every nation from the darkness of sin and death into the eternal     

 blessing and rest of the new heavens and earth. 

 

I.  1:1-2 God creates and transforms creation into that which is blessed and a blessing. 
 

  A.  1:1   God is the sovereign Creator of all that exists. 

 
    Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
 

      1.  This statement is an overarching summary statement describing the entire creation account.  God is the Creator 

 of all things, including those things not specified in the creation account (E.g., angels). 

 

      2.  This statement is foundational to not only a theistic world view, but to the Christian worldview, in that all  

 members of the Trinity were involved in creation. 

 

 a.  There is only one God, creator of all things. 

 

     (1)   As a result, He is worthy of all worship, honor, glory, and to have all things organized, maintained, 

  produced for the pleasure of His good will, since He owns all that He has created. 

 
Revelation 4:11  "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created 
all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created."  

 
Psalm 89:11   The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded 
them.  



 
Psalm 95:6   Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.

 7
 For He is our 

God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.  

 

     (2)    As a result, He is the final, objective source of all truth, all definitions of good and evil, right and    

  wrong, love and marriage. 

 
James 4:12   There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are 
you who judge your neighbor?  

 

 c.  God created all things through His divine Son, who with the Father is worthy of worship and honor. 

 
    John 1:3  All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come 

into being.  
 

Hebrews 1:1  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,
 2
 

in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 
made the world.

 3
 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 

things by the word of His power. 
 

Colossians 1:15   He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
 16

 For by Him all things were 
created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.

 17
 He is before all things, and in Him all 

things hold together.
 

 

  B.  1:2   God, in His goodness, delights in transforming that which is not good into that which is blessed, good, and 

 a blessing. 

 
Genesis 1:2   The earth was formless (tohu) and void (bohu), and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.  

 

      1.  The earth was uninhabitable, “tohu” = formless, and “bohu” = empty, void, and in need of transformation in    

 order to be inhabited. 

 
Isaiah 45:18   For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed the earth and made it, He 
established it and did not create it a waste place (tohu), but formed it to be inhabited), "I am the LORD, and there is 
none else.  

 

      2.  Some Christians interpret verse 1, not as a summary statement, but as the first in a sequence, where God      

 created the heavens and the earth, then verse 2 describes the judgment (Cf. Jer. 4:23; Isa 34:11 where “boho”    

 is the result of God’s judgment) and destruction of creation (Isa. 45:18 states that God did not make this world      

 a “tohu”.), then verse 3 begins the recreation of the present heavens and earth.  Popularized in the notes of    

 the Scofield Bible (1909; 1917 revised), the results of modern scientific investigation are to be fitted into the      

 time between versus 1 and 3.  Scofield notes on the following verses of the 1917 edition are as follows: 

 

 a.  1:2   
Jeremiah 4:23-27; Isaiah 24:1; 45:18 indicate that the earth had undergone a cataclysmic change as the result 
of divine judgment. The face of the earth bears everywhere the marks of such a catastrophe. There are not 
wanting imitations which connect it with a previous testing and fall of angels.  

   

 b.  1:11  It is by no means necessary to suppose that the life-germ of seeds perished in the catastrophic 

judgment which overthrew the primitive order. With the restoration of dry land and light the earth would "bring 
forth" as described. It was "animal" life which perished, the traces of which remain as fossils. Relegate fossils to 
the primitive creation, and no conflict of science with the Genesis cosmogony remains. 

 

      3.  But this is speculation, unsubstantiated by the Scriptures. However, how long the earth which God created was    

 formless and empty is not explicitly stated in the Genesis account.  As a result, sincere Christians who defend    

 the inerrancy of the Scriptures hold either to a young earth or hold to at least the possibility of an old earth    



 view, depending on how long the earth remained formless and empty.  If Exodus 20:11; 31:17 is referring    

 specifically to God’s creative activity in Genesis 1:3ff, then the earth might be older.  But if the Exodus texts     

 are referring to 1:2ff then a younger earth would be required. 

 
Exodus 20:11   "For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and 
rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.  
 
Exodus 31:17   "It is a sign between Me and the sons of Israel forever; for in six days the LORD made heaven and 
earth, but on the seventh day He ceased from labor, and was refreshed."  

 

      4.  Regardless, what we see beginning with 1:2 is that God, in His wisdom, brings creation into perfect blessing    

 and rest by a transformative process by His word and creative/recreative Spirit (hovering over the waters),      

 even as He does with His elect - and this should excite us! 

 
2 Corinthians 3:17   Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

 18
 But we all, with 

unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory 
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.  

 

II.  1:3-31   God creates everything by His living, active, powerful Word. 
 

  A.  It appears the days of creation correspond to reversing the formless (tohu) and empty/void (bohu) condition    

 described in verse 2 that made the earth uninhabitable.  God’s creative activity on days 1-3 address the earth’s 

 formless condition, establishing order and creating a place for what He creates on days 4-6 to render the earth      

 no longer empty/void (bohu). 

 
formless (tohu)         Empty (bohu) 
 
1 light                       4 lights for day & night 
2 sea & sky               5 creatures for water & air 
3 fertile earth            6 creatures & humans for the earth 

 

      1.  1:3-13 God brings about form and order in creation 

 

   a.  1:3-5 God creates light and divides it from darkness 

 
Genesis 1:3  Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.

 4
 God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness.
 5
 God called the light day, and the darkness He called 

night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.  
 

     (1) 1:3  What is revealed to us in is that God creates by means of His living, active, creative, powerful     

  Word, making Him alone worthy of worship.  This same creative word by which He spoke creation 

  into existence is the word by which he creates regenerated people of faith in Him and in His Son,  

  Who is the Word Who on behalf of the Father spoke all things into existence (John 1:1-3). 

 
  Psalm 33:6   By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their host.  
 
     Psalm 148:5    Let them praise the name of the LORD, for He commanded and they were created.  
 

Hebrews 11:3   By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was not made out of things which are visible.  

 
James 1:18   In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind 
of first fruits among His creatures.  
1 Peter 1:23   for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through 
the living and enduring word of God.  

 
2 Corinthians 4:6  For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our 
hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  



     (2) 1:4a That God creates what is good reveals the heart of God to be a blessing to His creation.  What is  

  “good” is both blessed and a blessing. 

 

     (3) 1:4b,5 God separates light and darkness, naming them day and night in relation to the earth, constituting    

  evening and morning as one 24 hour day. 
 

  (a)  Even though “day” has varied uses, and can refer to a general period of time longer than 24 hours       

   (E.g., 2:4; Mk 2:20), the reference to evening and morning as constituting one day would have     

   been understood by the children/grandchildren of the wilderness generation as our 24 hour day. 
 

  (b)   The act of  “naming” the light and darkness indicates God’s authority over them.  God would later     

   have Adam name the animals, signifying Adam’s dominion over them.   
 

  (c)   The fact that God creates daylight on earth before the sun demonstrates to those tempted to     

   worship the sun that God, and not the sun, is the author of light. (Show nebulae gas cloud slide) 

   Light must have not been omnidirectional, but unidirectional in relation to the earth, or there 

   would not have been day and night, evening and morning.  Somehow evidently unconsolidated      

   light shown on a formless, empty, rotating earth, creating night and day there.  The fact that 

   this is not a “solar day,” that is, a day and evening determined by the light of the sun on the 

   on one complete revolution of the earth, would not prevent this from being a 24 hour day      

   determined by another light source on one complete revolution of the earth. 

 

   b.  1:6-8 God separates the waters below from those above, creating an “expanse” (KJV: firmament) which  

  will serve as a place for the clouds, and for the sun, moon planets, stars to appear. 

 
Genesis 1:6   Then God said, "Let there be an expanse (raqia) in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters."

 7
 God made the expanse, and separated the waters which were 

below the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so.
 8
 God called the 

expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.  
 
  KJV  Psalm 19:1   The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament (raqia) sheweth his handiwork.  
 

     (1)  God’s sovereignty over the expanse is indicated by his naming the expanse, the “heavens.” 

 

     (2)  Pagan mythology considered the heavens to be the domain of the high gods.  Israel is reminded to  

  worship the one God who created the heavens and the earth. 

 

     (3)   “Waters ... above the expanse” - are thought by some to be rain clouds, but others wonder if this is a 

  reference to something in nature beyond our current observational knowledge. 

 
Psalm 148:3   Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all stars of light!

 4
 Praise Him, highest heavens, and the 

waters that are above the heavens!
 5
 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for He commanded and they 

were created.  
      

 c.  1:9-13 God provides the dry land and fertility of the earth for its habitation. 

 
Genesis 1:9  Then God said, "Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the 
dry land appear"; and it was so.

 10
 God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He 

called seas; and God saw that it was good.
 11

 Then God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation: plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind with seed in them"; and it was so.

 

12
 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit with 

seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good.
 13

 There was evening and there was 
morning, a third day.  

 



     (1) God continues to bring order to his creation by gathering the waters below into seas and creating dry    

  land.  The creation of land in one day goes against the presupposition of modern science of 

       “uniformatarionism,” that all natural processes and the laws of physics have always been the same,    

  uniform.  (Show Mt. Saint Helens slides.  Introduce mature earth view.) 

 

     (2) By creating the seas (yammim), God shows His sovereignty over them, in contrast to the Canaanite     

  worship of Prince Yam, a deification of the sea.  There is no sea God, just the God who controls the      

  seas.   

 

      (3)  God’s creating vegetation contrasts with the mythology of Canaan that claimed Baal could produce          

 fertility.  It also continues to show that God does not intend his creation to be a barren waste, but 

  rather a fruitful blessing.  When today God sends the rain and sunlight, it bears continued witness to 

  the kind heart of God Who delights in being and bringing blessing to His creatures, and as Jesus points 

  out, serves as a pattern for the heart of believers. 

 
Matthew 5:43   "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.'

 

44
 "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

 45
 so that you may be sons of your 

Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 

 

      2.  1:14-31 God brings fullness to His creation and establishes dominion for humanity. 

 

    a.  1:14-19 God creates luminaries in the expanse to regulate days, seasons, years. 

 
Genesis 1:14  Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day 
from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years;

 15
 and let them be for 

lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth"; and it was so.
 16

 God made the two great 
lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars 
also.

 17
 God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth,

 18
 and to govern the 

day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good.
 19

 There 
was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.  

       

       (1)  1:14   The God who created lights in the heavens to mark time, is the God of all time. 

      (2)  The sun, moon stars, are not to be worshiped as gods, but point to their Creator as the one to be 

     worshiped. 

 
Deuteronomy 4:19   "And beware not to lift up your eyes to heaven and see the sun and the moon and the 
stars, all the host of heaven, and be drawn away and worship them and serve them, those which the LORD 
your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven.  

 

 b.  1:20-23 God creates life in the sea and sky. 

 
Genesis 1:20  Then God said, "Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens."

 21
 God created the great sea monsters and every 

living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after 
its kind; and God saw that it was good.

 22
 God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."
 23

 There was evening and there was morning, a 
fifth day.  

 

     (1)   Canaanites feared and venerated sea creatures as gods, but Israel was to know that sea creatures were 

  just another part of God’s creation. 

 

     (2)   1:22  God blesses these living creatures, consistent with His character and purpose to be a blessing and     

  to bring His blessing to His creation. 



 

   c.  1:24-31   God creates life for the land, and humanity for His glory and service. 
 

Genesis 1:24  Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and 
creeping things and beasts of the earth after their kind"; and it was so.

 25
 God made the beasts of the 

earth after their kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its 
kind; and God saw that it was good.

 26
 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

 27
 God created man in His 

own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
 28

 God blessed them; 
and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth."

 29
 Then God 

said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and 
every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you;

 30
 and to every beast of the earth and to 

every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green 
plant for food"; and it was so.

 31
 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  
 

       (1) God creates land animals.  Interesting that cattle along are named, the idol that the wilderness generation 

  made in the absence of Moses. 
 

     (2)   While other living things were made “after their kind,” man was made in the image of God, as the 

  apex and climax of God creative activity.  They were his agents and servants on earth who were to 

  reflect His character. 
 

     (3) God gave humanity dominion over the earth, and blessed them. 
 

     (4) 1:31   All that God created was good, was blessed and was a blessing. 

 

III.  2:1-3   God culminates creation with a blessing of holiness. 
 

Genesis 2:1  Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts.
 2
 By the seventh day God 

completed His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had 
done.

 3
 Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God 

had created and made.  
 

  A.  The Hebrew word “shabbat” = “rest” or “cease.”  The creation narrative ends with God’s work completed, good,     

 blessed, and now on the seventh day, at rest.  So God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, set it apart for    

 celebration of all of God’s good, creative work.  This is what we forfeited by our sin. 

 

  B.  The sabbath continued to be a celebration looking back to the completion and enjoyment of God’s work of    

 creation, an enjoyment we forfeited due to sin, yet looking forward as there yet remains a Sabbath rest for the    

 people of God to enter through faith in Christ Jesus. 
 

Hebrews 4:1   Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have 
come short of it.

 2
 For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not 

profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.
 3
 For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He 

has said, "AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST," although His works were finished from 
the foundation of the world.

 4
 For He has said somewhere concerning the seventh day: "AND GOD RESTED ON THE 

SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL HIS WORKS";
 5
 and again in this passage, "THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST."

 6
 

Therefore, since it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly had good news preached to them failed to enter 
because of disobedience,

 7
 He again fixes a certain day, "Today," saying through David after so long a time just as has 

been said before, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS."
 8
 For if Joshua had given 

them rest, He would not have spoken of another day after that.
 9
 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of 

God.
 10

 For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His.
 11

 Therefore 
let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.  

 
 Matthew 11:28   "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 


