
Gospel Unity.  Ephesians 4:1-6    7/27/14

I. Introduction.

II. Our unity is founded upon gospel truth.  v. 1,4-6

A. Therefore – what Paul says in Ephesians 4-6 is founded upon Ephesians 1-3.
1. The first three chapters of Ephesians remind us of vital gospel truths – what God

has done for us (the indicative).
2. Ephesians 4-6 call us to a transformed life in light of what God has done for us –

what we do for God (the imperatives).
3. The commands (imperatives) in Ephesians 4-6 explicitly go back to the gospel

indicatives from Ephesians 1-3.  4:20-24,31-32 5:1-3,25-30
4. This pattern (gospel indicatives followed by gospel imperatives) is followed

throughout the New Testament epistles.       
5. It is significant that the first imperative has to do with unity.

B. Error is the enemy of our unity.
1. Tolerance of error destroys our oneness in Christ.  Gal. 1:8  John 17:17
2. How much doctrinal diversity should we tolerate within our fellowship?  Ro. 15:7
3. In essentials unity. In non-essentials liberty. In all things charity.

C. The desire for unity does not mean that there should be one universal ecclesiastical
structure governing all Christians and churches throughout the world.
1. There is no biblical warrant for any structure of leadership beyond the elders

who lead local churches.
2. Historically, such hierarchies become corrupt and faithful local churches suffer. 
3. We can express unity and love towards other churches without a hierarchy. 

D. Seven gospel (Trinitarian) truths which unite all Christians.   v. 4-6 
1. One body.  v. 4a 1:23 2:16 3:6 4:12,15-16,25  Rom. 12:4-5  1 Co. 12:12-27 10:17 
2. One Spirit.  v. 4b 1:13-14,18 2:5,18,21-22   1 Co. 12:13  Rom. 8:9-11  Gal. 5:22-23 
3. One hope. v. 4c  2:6-7  1 Jo. 3:2-3  Phil. 3:20-21  Rom. 8:18  Col. 3:2  
4. One Lord (Jesus). v. 5a 2:13-15,18  John 1:1,14 14:6 17:20ff  Col. 2:3,9  1 Tim. 2:5
5. One faith. v. 5b 1:15 2:8-9 3:12,17 4:13  Jude 3  1 Tim. 3:9
6. One baptism.  v. 5c   1 Co. 12:13  Gal. 3:27-28  Ro. 6:3-4  Col. 2:12   
7. One God and Father.  v. 6 1:3 2:18   1 Co. 8:4-6  John 8:44 14:23 17:21-23  Dt. 6:4

E. Our unity resembles the unity of the Triune God.  

III. Our unity is promoted by Christlike meekness.  v. 2

A. Pride is the great enemy of unity.  Ro. 12:16  3 John 1:9-10
1. Most church divisions occur because professing Christians are proud,

argumentative, ambitious, self-willed, stubborn, thin-skinned and quarrelsome.
2. Biblical leadership qualifications exclude such men.  1 Tim. 3:2-3  Titus 1:7-8      

B. Are you promoting unity through your Christlike attitudes?   
1. Humility (lowliness of mind).  Phil. 2:3-8  Mark 10:45  1 Pet. 5:5  Mt. 11:28-30
2. Gentleness (strength under control). Gal. 6:1 5:23  Mt. 5:5 11:29  2 Tim. 2:24-25
3. Patience (longsuffering).   4:31-32  Js. 1:19  1 Co. 13:4  1 Th. 5:14  Col. 3:12-13    

2 Pe. 3:9  Pr. 16:32 19:11  Ro. 15:7 2:4  Ga. 5:22  2 Tim. 4:2 
4. Tolerance (endurance) in love.  Luke 9:41  1 Pe. 4:8   1 Co. 13:7



IV. Our unity is preserved with gospel motivated effort.  v. 3

A. You are not responsible to create unity.  

B. Laziness is the enemy of our unity.

C. Are you strenuously laboring to maintain and enhance the unity of the church?
1. Unity is not merely the absence of conflict. 
2. It is not enough to avoid conflict or to claim that you are for peace.
3. You must do something.   Rom. 12:10-11
4. Is the unity of the church as important to you as it is to Jesus?  John 17:21-23

D. What can you do to build the unity of the church?
1. Commit yourself to a local church.
2. Transcend social barriers.
3. Show hospitality to one another.  1 Pet. 4:9
4. Use you spiritual gifts to serve one another.  1 Pet. 4:10-11
5. Bear one another’s burdens.  Gal. 6:2 
6. Become more engaged in the meetings of the church – Sunday night, home

fellowship group, Sunday School, men’s and women’s fellowship.  Heb. 10:23-25
7. Pray for one another.

V. Concluding applications.

A. The transforming power of the gospel unites us.
1. Jews and Gentiles, who were once divided and hostile towards each other, are

made one through the work of Christ.   2:12-18
2. We who were selfish and judgmental are transformed into loving gracious people

by God’s grace.  4:31-5:2 5:25ff
3. These gospel realities transform our thinking and empower us to show gospel

grace to others.

B. The ordinances of the church express our unity.   
1. The one who is baptized is baptized into the body of Christ. 1 Co. 12:13        

Rom. 6:3ff  Acts 2:41,47
2. We partake of communion as an expression of our unity in Christ.                        

1 Co. 10:17 11:17ff  Acts 2:42 20:7   Mt. 5:23-24

C. You cannot be united to the church unless you are first united to Christ.

Discussion questions
1. How does the content of Ephesians 1-3 provide the foundation for Ephesians 4-6?
2. What would you say to someone who asserts, “Doctrine divides, but love unites”?
3. What would you say to someone who says, “All of the churches ought to unite in one

denomination so that we can properly express our unity”?
4. How do the seven truths Paul mentions help to unite us?
5. How does pride and self-will upset the unity of the church?
6. How does Jesus exemplify the attitudes which are necessary to preserve our unity?
7. How can people undermine the unity of the church simply by their inaction?
8. What specific effort can you make to enhance our unity?
9. How does the gospel empower us to promote the unity of Christ’s church? 


