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Prayer 

Introduction (to 9:35) 

For today 
● Message to Judah 3: A Believing Remnant Amid An Unbelieving People 8:9-22     

 

The righteous shall live by faith. (To 9:40) 

Ro 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 

faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

Ro 9:30-33 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, 

that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to 

righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, 

but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written,  

  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense;  

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

● In Isaiah we have the same word of God that the Jews had.   

● They did not pursue it by faith.  How can we pursue it by faith? 

● In upcoming weeks we will look at how to approach God’s word in faith. 

 

 

  



 

A Believing Remnant Amid An Unbelieving People 8:9-22 

Context (to 9:42) 

● Ch 7 - 11 are matching addresses to Judah and Israel 
○ God’s word comes to king and people. 
○ Rejection of the word brings disaster. 
○ Within the disbelieving people there is a remnant of those who believe and trust in 

God’s word. 
○ For those believers, there is light beyond the present darkness. 
○ Through a coming King. the LORD will bring about what the monarchy had failed to 

accomplish. 
● 7:1 - 9:7 Message to Judah 
● 7:1-12 God’s word comes to Ahaz.  He refuses to believe. 
● 7:13 - 8:8 Divine judgement 

 
Message to the nations 8:9-10 (to 9:46) 

Be broken, you peoples, and be shattered;  

give ear, all you far countries;  

  strap on your armor and be shattered;  

strap on your armor and be shattered.  

 10  Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing;  

speak a word, but it will not stand,  

for God is with us. 

● Be broken.   

○ Encouraged by the name Immanuel in v8, Isaiah breaks out in a challenge to Judah’s 

foes: Do your worst: alliance and preparation for war.  You will be broken. 

● Peoples...far countries.  Includes Israel & Syria, also Assyria, Babylon. 

● Take counsel together. Make alliances, as Israel and Syria  

● Strap on your armor.  As for attack. 

● It will not stand.   

○ Their word cannot stand against the word of God. 

○ Re Is 7:7-9 thus says the Lord God:  

  “ ‘It shall not stand, and it shall not come to pass...if you are not firm in faith, you will 

not be firm at all.’ ” 

● God is with us.  Isaiah is demonstrating the faith that Ahaz should have had. 

 
  



Message to the remnant 8:11-22 

V11-14a Do not walk in the way of the unbelieving nation 

For the Lord spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way of 
this people, saying: 12 “Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what 
they fear, nor be in dread. 13 But the Lord of hosts, him you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, 
and let him be your dread. 14 And he will become a sanctuary... 

● Strong hand.  Strong direction.  Assurance. 

● Not to walk in the way of this people.  Not self-appointed separation but obedience to the 

word of the LORD. 
● Not call conspiracy.   

○ May refer to Isaiah being accused of conspiring to bring defeat upon Judah.   
○ Or may refer to the alliance with Assyria, which Isaiah saw was not alliance but 

submission. 

● Not fear.  The king and the nation feared Israel and Syria, who intended to end the Davidic 

dynasty.  They were in dread because they saw certain destruction approaching. 
○ Is 7:6 Let us go up against Judah and terrify it, and let us conquer it for ourselves, and 

set up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it  

● Honor the LORD.  The remnant called to trust in the LORD, even as the king and nation turned 

away from Him. 
○ Honor Him as holy.  Contrast Ro 1:21 For although they knew God, they did not honor 

him as God 
○ Let Him be your fear.  As Pr 1:7 the beginning of wisdom. 
○ let Him be your dread. 

■ Not of destruction as Ahaz dreaded. 
■ Of being disqualified for service.  As 1 Cor 9:27 But I discipline my body and keep 

it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 
■ Of works being burned up.  As 1 Cor 3:15 If anyone’s work is burned up, he will 

suffer loss 
○ He will become a sanctuary.  

■ Two meanings 
● A place of holiness where they would see God and worship Him, and 

where their sins would be forgiven. 
● A place of refuge 

■ As Psa 27:4-5  One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I 
may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the 
beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.  (5)  For he will hide me in his 
shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he 
will lift me high upon a rock. 

 
  



V14b-15 Result for the unbelieving nation.    

14 ...and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 And many shall stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall be 
snared and taken.”  

● Stone of offense and a rock of stumbling.   
○ Gets in their way; causes them to stumble. 

● Trap...snare 
○ Entangles them. 
○ As Gal 6:7-8  Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will 

he also reap.  (8)  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap 
corruption... 

● Broken....taken.   
○ Not God attacking them.  Rather their hearts revealed.   
○ As Joh 3:17-18  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved through him. (18)  Whoever believes in him is 
not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

 
  



V16-20a The remnant as a sign 

16 Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching among my disciples. 17 I will wait for the Lord, who is hiding 
his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. 18 Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has 
given me are signs and portents in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 19 And 
when they say to you, “Inquire of the mediums and the necromancers who chirp and mutter,” should 
not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living? 20 To the 
teaching and to the testimony!  

● Bind up.   
● God’s word would only be received by the remnant. 
● As Is 6:9 And he said, “Go, and say to this people:  

  “ ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand;  
  keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 

○ Isaiah's ministry was to proclaim God’s word; the result would be to harden 
unbelieving hearts. 

● I will wait.   

○ God is hiding His face from the nation.   
○ In the present darkness, Isaiah (and the believing remnant) will continue to trust and 

hope in the LORD. 
○ As Peter speaking of enduring trials: 1 Pet 1:3 ...he has caused us to be born again to a 

living hope... 
● I and the children.   

○ Isaiah and his family would be a sign to the nation. 
○ Also may refer to the believing remnant, 
○ A type of Christ in Heb 2:11-13  ... he is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, ... 

"Behold, I and the children God has given me." 
● who dwells on Mount Zion 

○ God’s chosen place for His name to dwell Dt 12:11, 14:23, 16:2, 16:6, 16:11, 26:2 
■ Deu 16:2  And you shall offer the Passover sacrifice to the LORD your God, from 

the flock or the herd, at the place that the LORD will choose, to make his name 
dwell there. 

○ Basis of faith. 
● Inquire.   

○ Find out the truth 
○ The nation chose to find their truth outside of God. 

■ Mediums = spiritual  
■ Necromancers = technical 

○ The believing remnant is to look to the Lord. 

● To the teaching and to the testimony! 

○ How to inquire of the LORD?  Not by ritual or appeasement.  By looking at His word. 

 
  



V20b-22 The end of apostasy 

If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn. 21 They will pass through 
the land, greatly distressed and hungry. And when they are hungry, they will be enraged and will speak 
contemptuously against their king and their God, and turn their faces upward. 22 And they will look to 
the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. And they will be thrust into thick 
darkness. 

● No dawn.   
○ Not saved. 
○ Characterized by not speaking according to God’s word.  As 1 Cor 2:14 The natural 

person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him... 
● pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry. 

○ Go into exile. 
○ Great privation. 

● Enraged.   
○ Exasperated politically and spiritually. 
○ Their response to judgment is not repentance, rather anger and rebellion against 

government and against God. 
○ As Cain in Gen 4:5, Pharaoh in Ex 11:10, Sihon king of Heshbon in Dt 2:30, Zedekiah in 2 

Ch 36:13, Nebuchadnezzar in Dan 5:20, tribulation unbelievers in Rev 16:10-11. 
● Distress and darkness.   

○ No hope anywhere. 

 

 
  



 

Worship (to 10:15) 

We will break into three groups to discuss today’s passage.  Here are the topics: 

1. Is 8:9-10 God is with us 

a. The world makes alliances and preparations to overthrow believers.   

b. They will not stand.  God is with us. 

2. Is 8:11-14 Do not walk in the way of these people 

a. Do not fear what they fear or be in dread. 

b. Honor the Lord your God. 

3. Is 8:16-20 To the teaching and to the testimony! 

a. Truth is not found in spirituality and technology outside of God 

b. Truth is found in God’s word. 

 

Join the group with the topic that seems most significant.  Must be at least three people in each group.  

Select one person to scribe.  Each group will report to the class what they found. 

In your group, discuss  

● See: Something about God that you see in the passage 

● Know: The effect that this view of God has upon you. 

● Respond: A way to respond to what you have seen and come to know. 

Caution: Please focus on personal effects and responses. 

● 2Co 13:5  Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves…. 

 

For next week: Is 9:1-7 
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