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The Way Forward: When Your Enemy Looks Too Big 

Numbers 13:17-14:9 
17 Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and said to them, "Go up into 

the Negeb and go up into the hill country, 18 and see what the land is, and 

whether the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or 

many, 19 and whether the land that they dwell in is good or bad, and whether the 

cities that they dwell in are camps or strongholds, 20 and whether the land is rich 

or poor, and whether there are trees in it or not. Be of good courage and bring 

some of the fruit of the land." Now the time was the season of the first ripe 

grapes. 

 21 So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob, 

near Lebo-hamath. 22 They went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron. 

Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were there. (Hebron 

was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 And they came to the Valley of 

Eshcol and cut down from there a branch with a single cluster of grapes, and 

they carried it on a pole between two of them; they also brought some 

pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of 

the cluster that the people of Israel cut down from there. 

 25 At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 26 And they 

came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in 

the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back word to them and to all 

the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, 

"We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and honey, and 

this is its fruit. 

 28 However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are 

fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there.   29 

The Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. The Hittites, the Jebusites, and 

the Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and 

along the Jordan." 30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, "Let 

us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it." 

 31 Then the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up 

against the people, for they are stronger than we are." 32 So they brought to the 

people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying, "The 

land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its 

inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great height. 33 And there 

we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the Nephilim), and we 

seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them." 
  1 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night.    2 

And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole 

congregation said to them, "Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or 

would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us into 

this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. 

Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 

 4 And they said to one another, "Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt." 5 

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the 

congregation of the people of Israel. 

 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among 

those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the 

congregation of the people of Israel, "The land, which we passed through to spy 

it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us 

into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do 

not rebel against the LORD. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are 

bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; 

do not fear. 

God of the Impossible 

 God is full of surprises 

 God loves to do things that we have absolutely no power to 

do (Matthew 19:26; Luke 1:37; Job 42:2) 

 This narrative is a very negative example that shows how 

we ARE NOT to behave (1 Corinthians 10:11) 

Mission “Impossible” 

 Instead of realizing they are standing on “holy ground” in 

the very place where their ancestors are buried, the spies 

note the size of the buildings and the stature of the people 

 Misinterpreting the facts 



 the grape cluster 

 should have intoxicated them with joy 

 instead, it inebriates them with paralyzing terror 

 the report of multiple nations in the land ratchets up the 

“fear factor” 

 grasshoppers vs. giants 

 We must prevent our perception of our problems from 

growing to these proportions 

 the grasshopper/giant comparison is exaggerated and 

ridiculous 

 we must keep God “in the equation” 

Mission Possible! 

 Caleb and Joshua factor God “into the equation” and come 

up with a completely different interpretation of the facts 

 the minority report tells the whole story 

 God is with us! God will deliver us! With Him leading 

us, we can do it! 

 14:9, Only do not rebel against the LORD 

 Despite Joshua and Caleb’s pleas, the 10 faithless spies out-

shout them and drown them out 

 there is no talk of God or His promises 

 no mention of God’s mercy or reference to His grace 

The Rest of the Story 

 This is not a “happily ever after” ending (Nu 14:10-23) 

 God’s initial reaction is one of unmitigated judgment 

 Moses intercedes, and God chooses to mitigate His 

judgment 

 instead of a sudden deluge, the “adult” portion of the 

population will die off like a slow drip (cf. 2 Peter 3:9) 

 the NT commentary on this (Hebrews 3:17-19) provides 

a warning for us 

 unbelief is a SERIOUS sin 

 it is time for us to repent of our failure in this area! 

Personal Application 

1. Do you tend to face difficult challenges and situations with 

a “Mission Impossible” or a “Mission Possible” mindset? 

What factors have “wired” you to respond in this way? 

After reviewing this narrative, are there any changes you 

need/want to make? What will you do about that? 

2. Are there things going on in your life where you may be 

misinterpreting the facts and failing to factor God “into the 

equation”? 

3. Do you ever allow your perception of your problems to 

escalate to the “grasshopper vs. giant” stage? How will you 

work against this and grow beyond it? 


