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# 4 in Series, “Here We Stand” 

Matthew 10:39 (ESV) “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
 
John 11:25-26 (ESV) “25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’” 
 
“The foreordination of God in no degree interferes with the responsibility of man. I have often been asked by persons to reconcile the two truths. My 
only reply is, ‘They need no reconciliation, for they never fell out.’ Why should I try to reconcile two friends? The two facts are parallel lines. I cannot 
make them unite, but you cannot make them cross each other.”                                                                                                       �Charles Spurgeon 
 
“A God who is so small that He can be fully understood is not big enough to be worshipped.”                                                             �Evelyn Underhill 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 (ESV) “8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
 
Deuteronomy 29:29a (ESV) “The secret things belong to the Lord our God…”   
 
Romans 11:33 (ESV) “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable 
His ways!” 
 
I.       The Sovereignty of God in Salvation 
 

Jonah 2:9b (ESV) “Salvation belongs to the Lord!” 
 
Romans 8:29-30 (ESV) “29 For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that He might 
be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom He predestined He also called, and those whom He called He also justified, and 
those whom He justified He also glorified.” 
 
A. Foreknowledge (v. 29a) 

“Reduced to its simplest terms the problem can be stated thus: Did God choose me because I chose Him, or did I choose Him because 
He chose me? To say that God chose me because with His ability to foreknow the future he saw me choose Christ, robs God of His 
sovereignty. It would mean that He has no alternative but to choose those who chose Christ�His choice is governed by ours. It throws the 
initiative on man. But God is sovereign and acts in accordance with His own will, and, as Paul demonstrates in a later chapter, is under an 
obligation to nobody (Romans 9:15).”                                                                                      �John Phillips 
 
Acts 2:23 (ESV) “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 
of lawless men.” 
 
1 Peter 1:20 (ESV) “He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you”. 

 
B. Predestination (v. 29b) 

Romans 8:28 (ESV) “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 
His purpose.” 
 
“Christ was altogether lovely and we are altogether filthy. It is the most amazing concept, and yet it is the very heart of the plan of God. 
Looking out over the race of men, the Lord God definitely determined that He was going to take us from the earth, and join us to Christ. 
The plan involved a transformation that was to make us lovely as Christ. Therein would be the greatest glory to God: we would be the 
foulest and would become the loveliest. We would be the most unlike Christ and would become like Christ. Our predestination is that we 
might be conformed to the image of God’s Son.”                                                                      �Donald Barnhouse 

 
C. Calling (v. 30a) 

Mark 16:15 (ESV) “And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.’” 
Matthew 11:28 (ESV) “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
2 Corinthians 4:4 (ESV) “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

John 6:44a (ESV) “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.”  

Acts 16:14b (ESV) “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.” 
 



D. Justification (v. 30b) 
Romans 3:10 (ESV) “as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one.’” 
 

E. Glorification (v. 30c) 

“This election was not based on anything we had done, because we were not on the scene. Nor was it based on anything God saw that 
we would be or do. God’s election was based wholly on His grace and love. We cannot explain it, but we can rejoice in it.”    
                            �Warren Weirsbe 
                                                                                                                                                                             
 

 
II.      The Responsibility of Man in Salvation 
 

Romans 10:13-14 (ESV) “13 For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 14 How then will they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed? And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching?” 
 
A. Does Unsaved Man Have a Free Will? 

Ephesians 4:17-18 (ESV) “17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
minds. 18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their 
hardness of heart.” 
 
John 8:34 (NKJV) “Jesus answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.’” 
 
Romans 6:22a (ESV) “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God…”  
 
“As a natural man, he is dead in sin and altogether opposed to that which is good. Hence he is not able, by strength of his own, to turn 
himself to God, or even prepare himself to turn to God.”                                                                �The London Baptist Confession of 1689   

 
 

B. What Must Happen Before a Lost Person Will Choose Christ? 

1. Sight Must Be Given to Blinded Minds 
 

2 Corinthians 4:4 (ESV) “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 

2. The Holy Spirit Must Convict of Sin 
 

John 16:8 (ESV) “And when He comes, He will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment”. 
 
 

3. The Father Draws the Lost Person to Christ 
 

John 6:44 (ESV) “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.” 
 
2 Timothy 2:25b (ESV) “God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth.” 
 
Acts 11:18b (ESV) “And they glorified God, saying, ‘Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.’” 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 

not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 
 
“In the Bible, divine sovereignty and human responsibility are not enemies. They are not uneasy neighbors; they are not in an 
endless state of cold war with each other. They are friends, and they work together.”                                                �J. I. Packer 
 
“Let us arouse ourselves to the sternest fidelity, laboring to win souls as much as if it all depended wholly upon ourselves, while 
we fall back in faith upon the glorious fact that everything rests with the eternal God.”                                    �Charles Spurgeon        
 
 
 

 



First Baptist Church Powell 
Sermon 4:  Here We Stand On the Sovereignty of God and the Responsibility of Man 
Series: Here We Stand 
Various Scriptures 
 
Few subjects stir a livelier debate than the biblical teaching on God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility in 
salvation. Many of the problems and arguments come because we try to categorize ourselves and others into 
some man-made theological system instead of just letting the Scriptures speak. Our Elders do not want to be put 
into the man-made boundaries of a theological system. We simply want to be true to the Scriptures.  
Here is a statement that sets up much of this message. While the Bible does not contradict itself – ever, there are 
truths that we struggle with putting together in a neat system. Those who subscribe to a doctrinal system put 
together, by man, will likely be upset with this message.  
In the Bible there are paradoxes. A paradox is an apparent contradiction that is not an actual contradiction. Jesus 
often used paradoxes in communicating truth to His disciples. For instance He said in Matthew 10:39 (ESV) 
“Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” That one doubtlessly 
made His hearers scratch their Heads.  
Jesus said in John 11:25-26 (ESV) “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet 
shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” More head 
scratching for His hearers.  
Even though what Jesus said didn’t make sense to all of His hearers, what He said was true and did not 
contradict. The paradox that we are looking at in this message is this: God is sovereign in salvation, but man is 
responsible to repent of sin and savingly believe on Jesus Christ alone for salvation.  
In order to deal with this paradox, mankind has come up with systems of explaining these so that there is no 
longer a tension between the two. The problem with these man-made systems is that they tend to weaken what 
the Bible says about God’s sovereignty or they tend to weaken what the Bible says about man’s responsibility. 
The bottom line is that we are called to believe that God is sovereign in salvation (in fact He is sovereign in 
everything), and man is responsible to repent of sin and savingly believe in Christ. If man does not repent and 
believe, he will be responsible for the fact that he will spend eternity separated God in a place the Bible calls 
Hell. The Bible has more than one “whosoever will may come” invitation.  
In my opinion the person in history who had the most consistent balanced view of this truth of the sovereignty 
of God and the responsibility of man is Charles Spurgeon. This London Pastor in the last part of the 19th century 
firmly believed in the sovereignty of God and yet he was passionate for souls to come to Christ, and pleaded for 
them to do so. Spurgeon said:  

The foreordination of God [God’s sovereignty in salvation] in no degree interferes with the 
responsibility of man. I have often been asked by persons to reconcile the two truths. My only reply is, 
“They need no reconciliation, for they never fell out.” Why should I try to reconcile two friends? The 
two facts [the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man] are parallel lines. I cannot make them 
unite, but you cannot make them cross each other. 
[Spurgeon Quote Book, page 163]  

To leave this as Spurgeon presented it seems to almost drive some people crazy. I think that is a manifestation 
of pride. It doesn’t bother me in the slightest that there are some things that I cannot figure out. There are some 
truths that I cannot put in a nice neat little package and say, “Oh, now I understand it completely.” I love the 
quote by Evelyn Underhill that I often use that says, “A God who is so small that He can be fully understood is 
not big enough to be worshipped.”  
Listen to the Scriptures. Isaiah 55:8-9 (ESV) “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.” Deuteronomy 29:29a (ESV) “The secret things belong to the Lord our God…” 
There are some things that God tells us and we believe it because He is God. There is a glorious and yet 
humbling truth in Romans 11:33 (ESV) “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable [hard to interpret] are his ways!”  



Here is what I want to encourage you to do. Let the Scripture say what it says and realize that you are never 
going to get these twin truths to fit together in your brain. The struggle to understand is good, but humility 
requires that we recognize our limitations.  
 

I.       The Sovereignty of God in Salvation  
Perhaps the greatest statement short statement of God’s sovereignty in salvation is Jonah 2:9b (ESV) “Salvation 
belongs to the Lord!” In my opinion, the greatest passage on the sovereignty of God in salvation is Romans 
8:29-30 (ESV) “For those whom He foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom He predestined He also called, and 
those whom He called he also justified, and those whom He justified He also glorified.” There is enough 
scriptural meat in those two verses to keep 1,000 theologians busy for fifty years and then they would confess 
that they had only scratched the surface. Let’s look at some key words in these verses. 

A.       Foreknowledge (v 29a) 
It is very important that we let Scripture define “foreknew” and not let our understanding of this word be 
influenced by flawed human logic and our American concept of fairness. Let me begin by telling you what this 
does not mean. It does not mean that God looked down into the future and saw who would on their own choose 
to receive Jesus. Dr. John Phillips deals well with why this cannot be the meaning of foreknew.  

Reduced to its simplest terms the problem can be stated thus: Did God choose me because I chose Him 
or did I choose Him because He chose me? To say that God chose me because with His ability to 
foreknow the future he saw me choose Christ, robs God of His sovereignty. It would mean that He has 
no alternative but to choose those who chose Christ – His choice is governed by ours. It throws the 
initiative on man. But God is sovereign and acts in accordance with His own will, and, as Paul 
demonstrates in a later chapter, is under an obligation to nobody (Romans 9:15-23).  
[Exploring Romans, John Phillips, page 135]  

The object of God’s foreknowledge is not the actions of a certain people, but the people themselves. It says “For 
those whom He foreknew.”  
Let’s look at some other passages in the New Testament where this word foreknew or a form of it is used.  
Acts 2:23 (ESV) “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of lawless men.” Peter, preaching at Pentecost, is not telling his listeners that God 
looked into the future and saw that Jesus would be crucified and so because of that He was sent by the Father to 
be crucified! Nobody believes that! God determined beforehand that Jesus would be crucified; it was God’s 
definite plan.  
1 Peter 1:20 (ESV) “He [Jesus Christ] was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest 
in the last times for the sake of you.” That word foreknown is the exact same Greek word translated “foreknew” 
in Romans 8:29! Just as it was ordained before the foundation of the world that Jesus Christ would come and 
shed His precious blood for us, God foreordained that those He chose would be securely saved and kept all the 
way to glorification.  

B.      Predestination (v 29b) 
Sometimes people will ask a not so good question – “Do you believe in predestination?” Well everyone who 
believes the Bible believes in predestination! Look at the text, “He also predestined”. How could any Bible 
believing person say that he doesn’t believe predestination? The real question is “What do you believe about 
predestination?”  
Let’s examine the word - predestination. While foreknowledge looks at the beginning of salvation, 
predestination focuses on the end of God’s purpose for saving us. The word “predestine” means to appoint, 
determine, or mark off beforehand. The Bible uses predestination to refer to those who are foreknown by God. 
Those who are foreknown are predestined to what? They are predestined to be conformed to the image of God’s 
Son, Jesus Christ. This is one of the most glorious truths that I can imagine. Oh how this illuminates the security 



of our salvation! When we see verse 29 in light of Romans 8:28, we see that everything God allows in our lives 
is for the purpose of conforming us to the likeness of His Son. We are secure because Almighty God has 
predetermined that we will be conformed to the likeness of his Son. Let me let a great Bible expositor of days 
gone by explain it.  

Christ was altogether lovely and we are altogether filthy. It is the most amazing concept, and yet it is the 
very heart of the plan of God. Looking out over the race of men the Lord God definitely determined that 
He was going to take us from the earth, and join us to Christ. The plan involved a transformation that 
was to make us lovely as Christ. Therein would be the greatest glory to God: we would be the foulest 
and would become the loveliest. We would be the most unlike Christ and would become like Christ. Our 
predestination is that we might be conformed to the image of God’s Son. 
[Donald Barnhouse, Romans Volume III, page 164]  

Are you beginning to get the idea that we are a part of a grand plan and it is not primarily about us; it is all 
about the glory of God and the worthiness of His Son?  

C.     Calling (v 30a) 
The theologians call this “the effectual call.” When we begin to synthesize what the Bible says about God’s 
calling in relation to salvation, we find that there are two kinds of calling. One calling is the external, general, 
universal invitation to all of mankind to repent of sin and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. This 
universal, outward, general call is where we participate. We are told by Jesus in Mark 16:15 (ESV) “And he said 
to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.’” The Bible is full of this type of 
calls. Matthew 11:28 (ESV) “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  
The problem with this outward general call is that left to themselves, no person would respond positively. Why? 
Because they are spiritually dead and have ears that cannot hear and eyes that cannot see. To expect a lost 
person to respond to this outward call on their own would be like offering a blind man a large sum of money if 
he would just see. He is blind. 2 Corinthians 4:4 (ESV) “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds 
of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.” John 6:44a (ESV) “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.”  
The second type of calling is that effectual calling. It is an inward, supernatural, enabling call. In other words, 
with the call comes the ability to respond. God enables the dead in sin person to hear, see, and respond. If He 
didn’t, they couldn’t. A great illustration of these two types of callings is in the resurrection of Lazarus in John 
11. He had been dead for four days when Jesus came to His tomb. What a picture of us in our unsaved state who 
were dead in trespasses and sins. Suppose one of Lazarus’s sisters had come to the grave and cried out, 
“Lazarus, come forth; we miss you; we need you; PLEASE come out.” Would he have come? Of course he 
would not. He was dead. He had eyes, but could not see; he had ears, but could not hear. What was the 
difference when Jesus called out “Lazarus, come forth” and he came out alive? With Jesus’ call came an 
enabling! His words may have been the same, but this was an effectual calling. He received life into his 
previously dead body and now had ears to hear and eyes to see. Now he is enabled to obey the Master’s voice 
and respond to the calling to come to Jesus.  
Here is how it works; we proclaim the Gospel to every creature in every people group. That is our command. 
We are disobedient if we do not. That is why we send out teams locally, in North America, and to the ends of 
the earth. That is why we give to support missionaries and minister to missionaries so that they can be more 
effective in their task. Out of that general call, God in His sovereignty chooses to enable some through that 
effectual call to hear, see, and desire to respond with repentance and faith. We see that in action when Paul 
proclaimed the gospel to Lydia in Philippi. Acts 16:14b (ESV) “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to 
what was said by Paul.” Do you see the chain? There is foreknowledge, predestination, calling… 

D.      Justification (v 30b) 
Justification basically involves a believer being declared right with God, by God, when the sinner responds to 
the Gospel with repentance and faith. Justification involves God gifting us with a righteousness that was not 
ours but Christ’s. As to our own righteousness, the Bible says in Romans 3:10 (ESV) “as it is written: ‘None is 



righteous, no, not one’” Justification is God declaring us to be right with Him through the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness to us when our faith is in Christ alone to save us. Justification is a point in time when the one 
foreknown, predestined, and called is declared to be right with God through faith in Jesus Christ and His 
atoning work on Calvary’s cross.  

E.       Glorification (v 30c) 
It is interesting that the word glorified is past tense. In time, it is literally in the future. This is what is called “the 
prophetic past tense.” In other words it is so certain that God considers it already done! You talk about security! 
Our glorification is when the plan is completed and we are conformed to the image of Christ and are brought to 
be with Him for eternity. 1 John 3:2b (ESV) “…when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him 
as he is.” Salvation included everything from God’s election before the foundation of the earth (Ephesians 1:4) 
all the way to our ultimate glorification when we are made like Jesus. 
Allow me to share a summary quote by Warren Weirsbe. “This election was not based on anything we had 
done, because we were not on the scene. Nor was it based on anything God saw that we would be or do. God’s 
election was based wholly on His grace and love. We cannot explain it, but we can rejoice in it.” [Warren Weirsbe, 
Commentary on 1 Peter, page 19]  
 

II.      The Responsibility of Man in Salvation 
God’s sovereignty does not cancel our responsibility. It is God’s plan that people come to Christ through the 
sharing of the Gospel. Romans 10:13-14 (ESV) “For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching [proclaiming]?’” God, who is 
sovereign in salvation has sovereignly chosen that the means to the end of salvation is the proclamation of the 
Gospel. Why should we proclaim the Gospel to the lost when it is God who saves? The easy answer to that 
question is, “Because God commanded us to.” The God who chooses the ends of salvation also chooses the 
means of salvation – the proclamation of the Gospel.  
To better understand the responsibility of man in salvation, we need to answer some hard questions. 

A.   Does Unsaved Man Have a Free Will? 
The answer to this question depends on what we mean by free will. If free will means a will that is 
unencumbered by any other influence, then the answer is “no” – lost people do not have a free will in that sense. 
If someone means by free will that a person without Christ can make choices, the answer is, “Yes, even a lost 
person can make choices.” A person without Christ can choose which clothes they are going to wear, they can 
choose the route they want to take to work and thousands of other choices. What about the choice to repent of 
sin and savingly believe on Christ? Here is the problem. The will chooses based on the information it is given 
by the mind and emotions. In an unsaved person, there is a problem with the mind. Ephesians 4:17-18 (ESV) “17 

Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is 
in them, due to their hardness of heart.”  
I submit to you that the will of an unsaved person is not free; it is in bondage to sin. John 8:34 (NKJV) “Jesus 
answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.’” We read about redeemed 
sinners in Romans 6:22a (ESV) “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
God…” Therefore a saved person has a “freed will.”  
A saved person is still pulled toward sin by the power of sin and the flesh and the world (all three energized by 
the devil), but we are no longer slaves to those pulls to sin.  
The London Baptist Confession of 1689 says it like this, “As a natural man, he is dead in sin and altogether 
opposed to that which is good. Hence he is not able, by strength of his own, to turn himself to God, or even 
prepare himself to turn to God.” The lost can make choices, but their will is as Martin Luther said – in bondage.  

B.   What Must Happen before a Lost Person Will Choose Christ? 
I believe that the Bible tells us that 3 things must happen before an unsaved person can be saved. 



1.   Sight must be given to blinded minds. 
    Remember 2 Corinthians 4:4 (ESV) “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.” It is God who enables the darkened mind to see the truth.  

2.   The Holy Spirit Must Convict of Sin 
    John 16:8 (ESV) “And when He comes [the Holy Spirit], he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment.” The natural man’s conscience may feel guilty, but it is only the Holy Spirit 
who convicts of sin and strips us of our self-righteousness. 

3.   The Father Draws the Lost Person to Christ 
    John 6:44 (ESV) “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up 

on the last day.” I do not pretend to know how God does all of this, but I know that no one is saved apart 
from the opening of spiritual eyes, the convicting of the Holy Spirit, and the drawing of the Father.  

While it is very clear that no one can be saved apart from a choice to repent and savingly believe on Christ, it is 
essential that we understand what has to happen in a person’s life before they can choose to believe Christ. 
When it comes down to the bottom line, no man has anything in which they can take glory unto themselves in 
being saved. In reality the repentance required for salvation and the faith are both given and enabled by God. 2 
Timothy 2:25b (ESV) “God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth.” Acts 
11:18b (ESV) “And they glorified God, saying, ‘Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads 
to life.’”  
Not only is repentance a gift of God, faith, the channel of God’s saving grace, is also a gift of God. Ephesians 
2:8-9 (ESV) “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” Where does this saving faith come from? Is it simply 
something I decide and with my own will just do? Would that not be “of your own doing”? Would that not give 
me something to boast about?  
Look at verse 8b and 9a. Would simply choosing and then in my own strength and wisdom believing, be grace? 
One of the controversies surrounding this verse is the word “this” in verse 8. Is it referring to faith or grace? 
Scholars disagree. The grammatical evidence points to the interpretation that “this” is referring to faith. If it is 
referring to “grace” it would seem to be redundant. Grace by its definition is a gift of God. It is either referring 
to grace or faith or both. The evidence says “faith,” but even if not, when we see faith as something we work up, 
it becomes a work that we can boast of. We could say, “I was saved by my faith.” No, even the faith is a gift of 
God and if it was my faith then it is partly of myself that I am saved. What does verse 8 say? It says, “not your 
own doing.”  
I love the old hymn written by Augustus Toplady in 1775 or 1776, entitled Rock of Ages: 

Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill the law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 
 

Conclusion 
We freely choose Christ because He empowers us to. J. I. Packer gives a good summary. “In the Bible, divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility are not enemies. They are not uneasy neighbors; they are not in an endless 
state of cold war with each other. They are friends, and they work together.” [Quoted in Randy Alcorn, Hand in Hand, 
page 127]  
When it comes to how what we believe affects our sharing of the Gospel, I would say that Spurgeon said it best. 
“Let us arouse ourselves to the sternest fidelity, laboring to win souls as much as if it all depended wholly upon 
ourselves, while we fall back in faith upon the glorious fact that everything rests with the eternal God.” 
[Quoted in Randy Alcorn, Hand in Hand, page 1]  

                                                                                                              


