
Here We Stand,
We can do no other.

John 15:18-27
BI: The world may hate you, but the Holy Spirit will 
bear much fruit by your testifying of Jesus Christ. 
Introduction: 
     From the very inception of the church of Jesus Christ she has 
been the object of tremendous disdain and the target of malicious 
intent at the hands of evil men. Satan, whom the Bible calls the 
“ruler of this world” hates the church. There is nothing in this 
world that He despises more than faithful followers of Jesus 
Christ. For them, no punishment is too severe, not torture too 
cruel, not atrocity too grotesque to employ in an effort to destroy 
the church as opportunity arises. This has been Satan’s ruling 
motive ever since the days of the apostles. Hence, Peter offers the 
church of his day an appropriate warning (1 Pet. 5:8), “be on the 
alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour.” 

     In the first century Israel, Christians were persecuted by the 
religious elite – Pharisees like Saul of Tarsus are on record as 
having chased down those who followed this new religious sect 
and had them cast out of the synagogue, thrown in jail, and in the 
case of Stephen, stoned to death. The Roman rulers, for their part, 
also hated these “little Christ’s” (as they called them). They falsely 
accused our brothers of burning Rome. They rounded them up to 
die by sport in the Coliseum, and charged them with outlandish 
accusations. Notably, they were charged with , 

• Cannibalism - because believers claimed to be eating the Lord’s 
body and drinking blood when they took part in the Lord’s 
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Supper.  
• Disrupting business - because pagan religious cults lost income 

as more and more people turned to Christ from idols.  
• Gross immorality - this included incest because they called one 

another brother and sister and the pagans assumed their religion 
involved immoral practices like their own. 

• Atheism – because though the Roman world has a multitude of 
gods and goddesses, the Christians rejected them all. 

• Lack of Patriotism – because all civic festivals in Rome were 
religious events that exalted false gods, so Christians would not 
participate. 

• Blamed for Natural Disaster – because when flood, famine or 
disaster came it was assumed that the gods were punishing them 
because of the rampant atheism caused by the Christians.  And 1

so the persecution continued until the collapse of Rome. 

     During the years of the reformation (1550-1650 AD) the 
persecution of the faithful was brought on in large measure by the 
Roman Catholic Church. It was during this time that Martin 
Luther, almost single-handedly, stood against Rome and declared 
that it had gotten the gospel wrong. He said that they had departed 
from the true faith and were guilty instead of many intolerable 
spiritual abuses. For this the Pope and the Emperor hunted him 
down, burned his books, and put a price on his head. 
    I the year 1521 young Luther was called to appear before the 
Holy Roman Emperor Charles V at the Deit (or formal meeting) of 
Worms. Luther thought he was being invited to debate his ideas, 
but Charles was there to force Luther to recant his beliefs or suffer 
the consequences. When Luther arrived for the meeting he found 
they had a table filled with the books and pamphlets he had 
written. They asked Luther, “Are these your books?” To which he 
answered in the affirmative. They said, “Do you recant?” In other 

 Ken Curtis PHD, Christianity.com, Accusations, http://www.christianity.com/1

church/church-history/timeline/1-300/accusations-11629581.html (visited on 
8/27/2015).
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word, will you declare that you do not believe what you have 
written and that the statements you have made about salvation and 
the teaching of the RCC are false? To this, Luther famously 
replied,

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of Holy 
Scripture or by evident reason - for I can believe neither 
pope nor councils alone, as it is clear that they have 
erred repeatedly and contradicted themselves - I consider 
myself convicted by the testimony of Holy Scripture, 
which is my basis; my conscience is captive to the Word 
of God. Thus I cannot and will not recant, for to act 
against one's conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I 
stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen. 

     Luther’s words reflect the spirit of every faithful disciple who 
has endeavored to the end to live for Christ. Sooner or later the 
world will require us to give up our beliefs, to recant the clear 
teaching of Scripture, to turn our backs on Christ and His 
exclusive, intolerant gospel or face the consequences. To this we 
must say, “Our conscience is captive to the Word of God. Here 
we stand. We can do no other.” 

     Whenever we discus the topic of persecution, we are talking 
about something that Jesus himself wanted to prepare us for. So on 
the night that He was betrayed by Judas He spoke briefly to His 
disciples about the opposition they would soon begin to face.

Read John 15:18-16:4 
     When a person comes into a new relationship with Christ he 
also comes into a new relationship with the world. Those who are 
saved by grace are saved out of the world and into the church. We 
become, in Peter’s words (1 Pet. 2:9), “a holy nation, a royal 
priesthood, a people for God’s own possession.” And from that 
moment on we live to “proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.”
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     Problem is, the world will not love us for this, because it is 
impossible to proclaim the excellencies of Christ without exposing 
the foolishness and wickedness of the world. The Christian world-
view and the Secular worldview are always at odds with one 
another and that often produces conflict. But we shouldn’t be 
surprised by this. In fact, the word of God commands us not to be 
surprised. 1 John 3:13 reads, “Do not be surprised, brethren, if the 
world hates you.”  Why? Well, Jesus explains (Jn. 7:7), “The 
world… hates me because I testify about it that its deeds are evil.” 
     You see, the world’s contempt for Christians and the gospel we 
proclaim is owing to moral NOT intellectual motives. Jesus said 
on another occasion (Jn. 3:19-20), “This is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 
than the Light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone who 
does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear 
that his deeds will be exposed.”
      For Jesus, this wasn’t just a public talking point. No. For Him, 
as for us, this was often intensely personal because even His 
biological siblings refused to believe in Him choosing rather to be 
friends of the world. In fact, the verse I just references (Jn. 7:7), 
was directed toward His own brothers: “The world cannot hate 
you, but it hates me because I testify of it that its deeds are evil.” 

      Over the past decade, and especially in the past few years as 
the Islamic State has targeted Christians for beheading and other 
forms of murder, we have been collectively shocked to see the 
return of primitive barbarism relative to how the world treats 
Christians. But the church in the West (especially the U.S. and 
Great Britain) has been largely insulated from the conflict. With 
rare exception, we have lived in a state of freedom relative to any 
kind of harassment from the state. But times are changing.      

      Now that some of the most immoral ideals imaginable have 
found strong advocacy in the highest offices of our land, the 
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tension between the church and the world is increasing 
exponentially. But Jesus does not want us to be caught off guard. 
And in the passage before us He warns us before it happens.  

     The word “hates” is in the perfect active indicative, meaning 
“has hated and still hates.” If you are striving to be faithful to 
Christ in this wicked and perverse generation sooner or later you 
will come to the realization that the world hates what Christ and 
His church stand for Lets take just a few minutes to think about 
why the world hates Christ and His church. 

I. The Biblical Explanation for Why the World 
Hates You: 
Read 18-19 

1. The world hates you because you don’t belong to them. 

A. To be of the world means that you share it’s worldview. 
But when God called you out of the world He gave you a 
love for Scripture and with it an entirely different, God-
glorifying, Christ-exalting worldview. 

B. Because we are in Christ we see everything through the 
lens of Scripture. To use Luther’s term, “Our conscience is 
held captive by Scripture.” That means we see human 
sexuality differently, and because of that we see abortion 
and same sex union in a manner that is completely 
opposite of how the world sees it. We see the issue of 
origins differently, as well as law and justice, and love and 
family.

C. More than anything else, we see God differently, and 
though many in the world claim not to believe in Him, our 
Scripture-defined view of God upsets them more than 
anything. So the world hates you because you don’t belong 
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to them. 

2. The world hates you because it hates Christ.  

Read. v. 20 

A. The idea here is simple. Since they hated Christ it only 
makes sense that they will hate those who follow Him. And 
the historical record reveals that they persecuted Christ, so 
they will persecute us as well.  

B. Persecute means “to harass, especially because of one’s 
beliefs; to drive away or drive out. To chase like a wild 
animal” This was certainly the experience of the apostles in 
general, and of the apostle Paul in particular whose 
testimony was (2 Cor. 4:9–10), “We are persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always 
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.”  

C. Persecution was just the normal expectation of life for the 
apostles. They didn’t expect that they world would love 
them. They made no attempt to mollify them by softening 
the message or trying to be as inclusive, pluralistic, and 
broad-minded as possible. They weren’t trying to find 
favor with the world but to win them to Christ instead. 

D. The message of v. 20 is, “If they persecuted your Master, 
they will persecute you. You need to be okay with that.  

3. The world hates you because it hates God the Father.  

A. Clearly, this doesn’t mean that the world is not religious. 
To the contrary, the world has become increasingly 
religious. Everyone has some for of spirituality and some 
idea of what God is like. Again, even those who say they 
don’t believe in God confess that they would if God saw 
things more like they do.  
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B. But that’s the point. Though the world is full of spirituality 
and claims to know God, Jesus said they know nothing of 
God at all. The God of their own understanding is a God of 
their own making.  

C. But there is no excuse for wrong thinking about God 
because Jesus came to reveal Him. He represented God by 
what He said, and He proved it by the miracles that He 
performed. That’s why Jesus can say (22 & 24  Read).  

D. But all of this was done in fulfillment of God’s prophetic 
word that predicted it (Read v. 25). 

4. You see it is your connection to Jesus and the Father that makes 
you a target for persecution. And in practical terms, your 
relationship to Jesus and the Father are manifest in two ways, 1) in 
what you do, and 2) in what you say. 

A. What do we do that provokes hatred from the world? We 
try to live holy and upright lives to show the world what 
God is like. But if we are going to pursue holiness and 
Christ-likeness, there are many things we wont do or 
condone doing, and some things we must flat out stand 
against.  

B. What do we say that provokes the world to hate us? We say 
what Scripture says. We say that the only way to God is 
through the gospel of Jesus Christ. We preach an exclusive 
rather than inclusive gospel. It is a gospel that says things 
like:  

1) Acts 4:12  “there is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.”  

2) John 3:36  “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 
life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see 
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life, but the wrath of God remains on him.  

3) 1 Tim. 2:5 “For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus…” 

4) 1 John 5:10–11 “Whoever believes in the Son of 
God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does 
not believe God has made him a liar, because he has 
not believed in the testimony that God has borne 
concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony, 
that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.”  

C. These are exclusive, universal truth claims declaring that 
Christ is the only true way to heaven and all other belief 
systems are false. 

D. Moreover, these truth claims say not only that Jesus is the 
only way to God, but that there are some people in this 
world who will never see God.  

1) 1 Cor. 6:9–10  “Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit 
the kingdom of God.  

2) To say such a thing in this generation is enough to 
get you into serious trouble, perhaps even legal 
trouble.  

E. You have no doubt read the story of the Christian married 
couple, Aaron and Melissa Klein, owners of Oregon-based  
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Sweet Cakes Bakery, were ordered by a judge to pay 
$135,000 to the lesbian couple because they refused to 
make a cake that celebrated same-sex marriage.   2

F. A headline in the Denver Post recently highlighted the fact 
that “Chick-fil-A (which applied for a concession slot in 
the Denver International Airport) is facing serious 
opposition from the city council of Denver. The problem? 
Members of the council are claiming that Chick-fil-A’s 
Christian values are immoral because they believe what the 
Bible says about marriage and sexuality. And even though 
the legal representatives of Chick-fil-A have demonstrated 
that their hiring policies are in keeping with the laws of the 
land, the very fact that they are a self-professing Christian 
corporation makes them a target for harassment.   3

G. A few weeks ago the Master’s Seminary in California 
posted an article on homosexuality online. It is reported 
that within a few hours they received a letter ordering them 
to cease and desist immediately or face a very sever 
lawsuit.  

H. This summer the Supreme Court for all intents and 
purposes redefined marriage (in terms of the law) when 
they made a decision on the Obergefell v. Hodges case, the 
same-sex marriage case that sets the stage for the 
legalization of same-sex marriage in all fifty states. During 
the oral arguments there was an exchange between Chief 
Justice John Roberts and Solicitor General Verrilli, who 
was arguing for same-sex marriage. The Chief Justice 

 (http://www.ijreview.com/2015/04/306447-2-tough-weekend-controversial-2

christian-bakery-receives-135000-fine-gofundme-account-canceled/)

 http://www.albertmohler.com/?p=35947&transcript=y 3
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asked: [as a result of this new law] “Would a religious 
school that has married housing be required to afford such 
housing to same-sex couples?” The answer from the 
solicitor General of the United States was, “It is going to be 
an issue.” Let there be no mistake. The Solicitor General of 
the United States has just announced that the rights of a 
religious school to operate on the basis of its own religious 
faith will soon be under attack. 

I. Moreover, there is a strong push in the U.S. government to 
revoke tax-exempt status from religious institutions 
including church. For many churches that have significant 
property and building, this could be a crushing burden that 
would force them to cut ministries, let go of staff, and even 
close their doors. Even for our relatively small church, 
paying property taxes would be a huge burden that could 
costs of tens of thousands of dollars every year which 
would cause significant repercussions. 

J. Christian colleges will be devastated if the government 
refuses to offer student loans and Pell Grants if they don’t 
affirm the same-sex marriage and the homosexual agenda.  
  

5. First we saw The Biblical Explanation for Why the World hates 
Christians. Now the question before is, how do we respond?  

II. The Biblical Response to the World’s Hatred:  
Read. 26-27 

1. How should we respond to the growing hostility of the world? 
In a word, we should testify all the more boldly about Jesus. We 
should be all the more vigilant to proclaim the most wonderful 
message of love and grace the world has ever heard – the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. We should resolve all the more to announce to people 
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that all their sin can be forgiven, all their shame washed away in 
the blood and righteousness of the One who gave His own life so 
they could live. We should tell them that “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in 
Him will not perish but have everlasting life.” And we should do it 
with the full knowledge that we may be hated, harassed, and 
ostracized for doing so. 

2. By the way, the word for testify here is v. 27 (“you shall 
testify”) is the word martureo, from which we derive the English 
word “Martyr.” The word doesn’t mean “to die for one’s faith,” but 
so many people over the centuries were killed for their testimony 
to Christ that it was just assumed that if you would be faithful to 
proclaim the excellencies of Christ you may indeed pay the 
ultimate price. Let me be clear: We are no where near that extreme 
in our relationship to the world in which we live, but there may 
still be a price to pay, and we should be willing to pay it for the 
glory of Christ. 

3. And we should encourage ourselves often with the reality that 
the Holy Spirit has not quit His mission to savingly draw sinners to 
Christ. And Jesus has not reneged on His promise “I will build my 
church and the gates of hades will not overpower it.”  

4. Changes are coming. They are already happening already taking 
place. The church of Jesus Christ seems to be on a collision course 
with the world of our time. And while we must resolve to live in 
obedience to the laws of the land in every way we can, 
nevertheless, at the end of the day “We must obey God rather than 
Men.” To quote Dr. MacArthur, “We will not bow.” In the Spirit of 
Martin Luther we must say, “Here we stand, we can do no other.” 

5. They will come and tell us to soften our message. They will 
threaten to take our prevailed status as a church away if we don’t 
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accommodate to the new morality and capitulate to the moral 
revolution. But we cannot and we will not. 

6. I am keenly aware that many – even in the evangelical world – 
are already accommodating their doctrinal statements and coming 
up with new ways to make room for the new morality. They will 
say to us that unless we join them we will be relegated to the 
garbage heap of church history and dissolve into oblivion. So let 
me just say for the record, I don’t believe that for a minute.  

7. I’ve never been one to make predictions about the future, but let 
me tell you what I think is going to happen to Calvary Bible 
Church as all of this unfolds. I don’t think we are going to become 
irrelevant and dwindle down to nothing. I think we are going to 
grow. Why? Because the most relevant thing in the world is the 
written word of God and its exclusive gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Biblical truth is the only truth that is fixed, that remains constant 
no matter how hard or in which direction the winds of culture 
blow.  And the more our culture slips into the abyss of meaningless 
pluralism and immorality, the more people will cast about for the 
rock-solid truth to which they might anchor their lives.  

7. I’m not afraid of what is coming. I can’t wait to see what God 
will do next through our little Bible Church in Fort Worth, TX. It’s 
time to get serious about the gospel. It’s time for us to learn how to 
wield the “sword of the Spirit” in such a way that is designed to 
bring lost sinners to Christ.  

8. As Churchill would remind us, in every gathering storm there is 
a summons to action. Let this message be our call to action. One of 
the things we want to do this year is to help equip you to share the 
gospel with others. One of the ways we will do that is through a 
nuts-and-bolts training class during Sunday School led by some of 
our men who have been taking the gospel down town on Friday 
nights faithfully for many years.  
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Until that time, why not join me in setting a goal to talk to 
at least one person per week about the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Maybe you can start by loving and serving a 
neighbor and inviting them to church, or simply come over 
to your house for a meal and conversation. 

For years, many of us have been like an artic river – Frozen 
at the mouth!” It’s time for that to change.  

9. We also want to encourage some of you to consider spending 
your life on the mission field somewhere else in the world. And to 
encourage that, we will be taking a team to Uganda, Africa this 
next summer. Applications for that trip are available immediately 
after this service.  

10. Some of you need to get serious about learning to disciple 
others. There are many opportunities available this year for that 
and we can show you how to get involved.  

11. In all of this we will be careful to render unto Cesar the things 
that are Cesar’s. But we will render to God the things that are 
God’s. And no matter what happens we know that the sufferings of 
this present life are not worthy to be compared to the glory that is 
to be revealed to us when the Lord returns in glory to take His 
bride away.  

12. Until that day we remind ourselves of the bedrock hope we 
have in the word of Christ. Martin Luther expressed it with these 
words: 

And though this world with devils filled,  
Should threaten to undo us. 
We will not fear for God has willed  
His truth to triumph through us.  
The prince of darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him.  
His rage we can endure,  
For lo, his doom is sure. 
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One little Word will fell him 

That word above all earthly powers, 
No thanks to them abideth. 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through Him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also. 
The body they may kill, 
God’s truth abideth still. 
His kingdom is forever!   

BI: The world may hate you, but the Holy Spirit will 
bear much fruit by your testifying of Jesus Christ. 
Our conscience is captive to the Word of God. Here we 
stand. We can do no other. May God help us be faithful. 
Amen. 
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