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I. Introduction.

II. What kind of tree are you?   v. 43-45

A. Trees bear fruit according to their nature. v. 43-44  3:8-9  Mt. 12:33-34  John 15:5-8 
Ps. 1:3  Jer. 17:5-8,10  Isa. 5:1-7  Js. 3:17-18  Gal. 5:22-24  Pr. 1:31 

B. People, like trees, produce that which is according to their inward nature.  v. 45
1. Your words reveal your true inner character.  v. 45b 11:34  Mt. 12:34   Pr. 10:32 

Js. 3:1-12  Isa. 32:6 
2. There is no excuse.

a. “That isn’t my true nature. I just slipped up.”  Mark 7:18-23  Mt. 15:18  
b. “I said/did that because I was provoked/tempted.”  1 Co. 10:13 Js. 1:13
c. “I didn’t really mean what I said.”  Mt. 12:34 

C. What does good fruit look like?
1. Rejecting the world’s bankrupt values of wealth, pleasure and popularity to

follow Jesus in poverty, hunger, weeping and rejection.  v. 20-26
2. Reflecting God’s merciful nature by loving your enemies and doing good to those

who hate you.  v. 27-36
3. Replacing judgment and condemnation with forgiveness and generosity.  v. 37-42
4. Growing in Christlikeness and bearing the fruit of the Holy Spirit.   1 Pet. 1:15-16 

 Phil. 2:5ff    Gal. 5:16-26  1 Pet. 4:1-4  Js. 1:27

D. You can know the true nature of a teacher, leader or prophet by his fruit (life and
teaching).  Mt. 7:15-20 23:1ff   1 Tim. 3:1-7  Titus 1:5-9  Gal. 1:8-9   Deut. 13:1-3 

E. What fruit are you bearing?  
1. Jesus is NOT saying that your fruit makes you a Christian.
2. He is saying that your words and actions demonstrate whether you are truly

saved or not.  James 2:14-26 
3. The person who is truly regenerate has a new nature and will produce good fruit

which is evidence that he is truly saved.  1 Jo. 2:3 4:7  2 Co. 5:17  Ezek. 36:25ff
4. The professing Christian who is producing no good fruit and much rotten fruit is

demonstrating that he has not truly been regenerated.  1 Jo. 2:4 4:8
5. The person who has rotten fruit does not merely need to try harder to produce

good fruit.  Rather, he needs a new nature – regeneration.   Mt. 12:33

F. How much fruit is enough to demonstrate that you are a Christian? 
1. Should we examine ourselves?  6:41-42  2 Co. 13:5  1 Co. 11:28
2. Perfection is not expected  – The flesh will war against the Spirit within you until

you die and are made to be like Christ.  Ga. 5:17  1 Jo. 3:1-2  Ro. 7:14ff  Phil. 3:12
3. Do you see any change in your life since your conversion?  Phil. 1:6  1 Pe. 4:3f
4. Is it appropriate for Christians to put forth effort to produce fruit?  John 6:29  

Phil. 2:12-13 4:8-9

III. What kind of builder are you?   v. 46-49

A. Jesus plainly states the problem – a profession without practice.  v. 46 
1. This warning is addressed, not to pagans or Pharisees, but to those who profess

that Jesus is their Lord.  Mt. 7:21-23      



2. In what sense does Jesus claim to be Lord?  9:18-20 5:8,12 7:6  John 20:28    
Rom. 10:9-13  1 Cor. 12:3  Phil. 2:9-11 

3. Jesus divides people into two categories (like the two kinds of trees).  Mt. 25:31-33
a. Some come and hear and act.
b. Some come and hear and do not act.

4. The person who truly believes that Jesus is Lord will submit to His Lordship in
all of life – and will do what He says.  Titus 2:14

5. The person who claims that Jesus is Lord, but lives in disobedience demonstrates
that he has not truly embraced Jesus’ Lordship.  Isa. 53:6  Pr. 3:5-6  Mal. 1:6

B. Jesus illustrates His principle with two kinds of builders.  v. 47 14:29  Ezek. 13:10-16
1. The two builders have much in common.  

a. Both come and hear Jesus’ words. 6:17-18,27 7:24   
b. Both are zealous to build a house.    
c. Both build in the same locality under the same conditions.   
d. Both houses appear to be identical above the ground.   Mt. 23:38
e. Both houses experience a common trial.

2. There is an important difference – one acts upon Jesus’ words, the other does not.
a. The wise builder digs deep and founds his house on the rock.  
b. The house of the foolish builder has no secure foundation. 

3. What does it mean to dig deep and to build on the rock?
a. Jesus is our Rock and foundation.  1 Pe. 2:6-8  Is. 28:16   1 Co. 3:9ff 10:4    

Ro. 1:5 8:1 16:26  Jo. 5:24  Heb. 5:9  Deut. 32:15  Ps. 18:1-2 89:26  Col. 2:7
b. Building on the rock includes not merely professing that Jesus is Lord, but

acting upon His teaching. 8:21 1 Ti. 6:19  Jo. 14:15,23 15:10  1 Jo. 5:3  Js. 1:22

C. The true nature of one’s profession/building is revealed when it is tested. 
1. Just as fruit reveals the true nature of a tree, the true quality of a builder is

revealed in the inevitable storm.
2. This could be a reference to the final judgment. 17:24  Mt. 7:21ff   1 Th. 5:2
3. It is also true that the trials of this life demonstrate one’s true character.

D. Application.
1. This parable goes beyond that of the trees by showing that a false professor may

appear to be real, but in time his true nature will be exposed.  6:16  Mt. 13:24ff 
2. There are many nominal (Christians) who claim to be followers of Jesus, but

their lives demonstrate that they are not.  Mt. 7:22-23  2 Tim. 3:5   Js. 1:22-25
3. How are we to judge the fruit/buildings of others? Mt. 18:15ff  1 Co. 5:1ff
4. The true Christian acts upon Jesus’ words.  8:21 11:27-28 12:43,47  2 Tim. 2:19
5. What are you building? 

IV. Concluding applications.

Discussion questions
1. What is Jesus’ point in the example of the trees?
2. What fruit does Jesus expect from us?
3. Why are our words so important?
4. What fruit do you see in your life?
5. What should you do if you question whether you are producing good fruit?
6. What is Jesus’ point in the example of the two builders?

How does it go beyond the example of the two trees?
7. According to the example of the builders, how can one tell if his faith is genuine?
8. Are we ever to use these examples to evaluate the lives of others?


