
Revelation Lesson 17
Meeting the Glorified Christ: Part 4 

The Judgment of the High Priest 

Revelation 1:15  And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as 
the sound of many waters.

Last week we noted that Jesus does not have Laser beams shooting out of His eyes, nor is He an 
old man. He is the powerful, pure High Priest that has all-knowledge and wisdom Who also 
searches out our hearts. As John describes our High Priest we cannot help but recall the same 
description given by the Prophet Daniel in 537 BC – some 633 years prior to John's Vision on 
Patmos in 96 AD. 

And his feet – John has went literally from Christ's head to his feet in describing what he sees. 
Now preachers sometimes jokingly refer to their “ugly” feet as being called beautiful by God. It is 
at times when we humorously quote from Romans 10:15  “And how shall they preach, except they 
be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things!”  (Note  that  this  in  turn  was  quoted  from  Isaiah  52:7).  
Sometimes the interpretation is advanced that the feet of such an herald would be dirty and need  
to be washed, but the good news would cause any disgust over their feet to vanish. Rather J.  
Vernon McGee states the meaning as: “this: “how beautiful is the coming or the running of such a 
herald.” The feet are emblematic of his coming. Their rapid motion would be seen; and their rapidity 
would be beautiful from the desire to hear the message which he brought.”

Who is the One who brought us the Greatest News? None other than Jesus Christ. Those are His feet  
John sees now. Those feet which were the first part of Him that was touched after His Resurrection in  
Matthew 28:9 “And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And  
they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.” By the way remember that this account 
proves that Jesus ascended to Heaven twice – because in John 20:17 “Jesus saith unto her [Mary 
Magdalene], Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and 
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.” Hence,  
He  moved  Paradise  or  Abraham's  Bosom  (Garden  of  Eden)  to  the  3rd Heaven  when  that  1st 

Ascension happened.

It was at Those feet the “lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others,” were sent or cast down to in 
order that  they might be healed (Matthew 15:30).  It  was at  Those Feet  that  the woman (Mary of 
Bethany John 11:2) fell down before and with her tears washed them and dried them with her hair  
(Luke 7:38)  There was the place where Jarius fell and begged for his daughter (Luke 8:41) it was there 
that the former demoniac sat in his right mind (Luke 8:35) it  was there that Mary – the sister of  
Martha and Lazarus often sat – to learn from Jesus (Luke 10:39). It was those feet that formed a part  
of the “proof” to the disciples that Jesus was alive (Luke 24:39-40). It is at Jesus' feet where many of  
our beloved hymns proclaim that we'll be. Recall such lyrics as this chorus: “Don't look 'neath the gates 
of pearl, don't look on the streets of gold, Don't look by the walls of jasper, nor among the many sights  
untold; For I've been longing and I've been waiting for the precious, holy One to see, There I'll be thru 
the countless ages, look for me at Jesus' feet.”

like unto –  15 times this phrase is found in Revelation. The first occurrence was seen back in 
Lesson 15 where we covered Revelation 1:13.  The 2nd and 3rd occurrences are both seen to be 
speaking of Jesus' appearance. The 2nd occurrence is in our present text and the 3rd occurrence is 
in Revelation 2:18 where Christ is described again. His “...eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his 
feet  are  like  fine  brass;”  are  both  spoken  of  again.  Recall  this  phrase  indicates  that  
something/someone looks like or similar to the descriptive word. Here the descriptive word used 



is “fine brass” which brings us to our next point.

fine brass,  - This is no mere brass. This is speaking of “fine” or high quality brass. The Greek 
word used here is used in the Textus-Receptus twice and both occur here in Revelation. The first 
here in our text verse and the other in 2:18 (as previously mentioned). The Greek word (G5474) 
used is formed from two other Greek words: CHAKLOS (G5475) which means brass, from whence 
we  get  our  word  Chalk  from  and  LIBANOS  (G3030)  which  refers  to  Frankincense.  The 
Frankincense reference points to the colour: yellowish-white. Thus this brass is bright. Again, I  
must bring it  up,  it  takes some preachers hours  to work and re-work their  way “through the 
Greek” but I must be quick to add this meaning is brought out by the Word of God itself in the  
next phrase: “as if they burned in a furnace.” Think of the imagery – for this is what John is  
describing, what he SEES – so let's imagine brass in a furnace – it would be brighter right? So this 
is shiny brass. 

Brass has a history stretching throughout history starting with Adam's 5 th Great Grandson Tubal-
Cain. We note in Genesis 4:22  “And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructer of every artificer 
in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubalcain was Naamah.” Brass is an alloy, it is a metal made of  
two (or more) metals. Thus it is comprised of Copper and Zinc. Some say Copper and Tin, but 
Bronze is made out of those 2 metals. Our word Brasen (or spelled with a “Z”) means made of  
brass.

Due  to  it's  attachment  with  the  furniture  in  the  Tabernacle,  brass  has  become  a  symbol  of  
Judgment. It is in Exodus 38:2-31 that we find the instructions concerning the construction of the 
Brazen Altar, the Utensils for the altar, the poles (called staves) for the altar and the grate inside 
the altar – all made of brass or some items of shittim (acacia) wood and overlaid with brass. (Note 
the brass was all used outside – gold was used inside the Holy Place) There were various offerings 
that were to be brought before the Lord at the brazen altar: The Sin Offerings, Meat Offerings (the 
word meat there refers to the 1611 use for food – if you read over what the meat offering contained  
you'll find meal, grain, etc. but no meat. Thus meat here refers to food see  Luke 24:30  And it 
came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to  
them.) the Burnt Offerings, Trespass Offerings and Peace (or Thanksgiving) Offerings. The wood 
of  the  altar  represented the  humanity  of  Christ  and the  brass  represented the  character  and 
righteous judgment of our God. Thus when combined together it speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as 100% God and 100% Human. God incarnate Who came to receive our judgment on the Cross.  
Brass was used in the construction of the Laver or washing basin located within the Tabernacle's 
boundaries in which some of the sockets of the poles that created those boundaries were also 
brass.

Brass was used by Moses again while the children of Israel were in the Wilderness. Jesus referred 
to this event in John 3:14-15 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal  
life.” This event was the construction of the Brazen or Brass Serpent found in Numbers 21:6-9 
“And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of  
Israel died.  7  Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken  
against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. 
And Moses prayed for the people.  8  And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent,  
and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh  
upon it, shall live.  9  And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to 
pass,  that  if  a  serpent  had  bitten  any  man,  when  he  beheld  the  serpent  of  brass,  he  lived.”

So Jesus used the Brazen Serpent to illustrate Salvation. 1.) We've all been “spiritually bitten” by 
Satan “that old Serpent.” 2.) Christ came in our form (recall Moses made a fiery serpent) 3.) Christ  



took our punishment on the Cross. (The serpent was of brass = judgment and it was “raised up”  
for all to see) 4.) All that looked upon the brass serpent were healed. Implied is that they looked 
and believed the promise God gave concerning healing. Thus all who look to Jesus in faith will be 
saved. No works seen here!

But some thought the brass serpent was the source of the healing instead of God! Such as the folks 
who carry crucifixes and kiss them and worship them! Moses made that serpent around the year 
1423BC. We are told in 2 Kings 18:4 that in 725 BC – some 698 years later – that people were  
worshiping it. King Hezekiah in his reforms called the item Nehushtan which means a piece of  
brass and due to its prominence as an idol instead of a National Treasure he had it smashed into 
pieces.  This  Brazen Serpent  (and its  worship)  is  the  true source  of  the  imagery found in the 
medical field in the use of the Greek Rod of Asclepius  (the snake on a pole) many confuse this 
with the caudecus (two snakes on a pole with wings) which refers to commerce.  

as if they burned in a furnace; - John adds more to this description of brass. He adds that this 
“fine brass” had the appearance “as if they burned in a furnace.” This hearkens back to Daniel's 
description in Daniel 10:6  “His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of 
lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished 
brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.”

Now the “polished brass” reference shows that this is shiny or shining. Just as we noted earlier the 
brass is “fine” or high quality without impurities and imperfections. It is shining. The Light of  
Christ is shining for all to see. This speaks of His purity. It also speaks of endurance. Think of the 
heat of the altar upon the brass. Think of the heat spoken of here that of “a furnace.” The brass is  
strong to withstand it. This is echoed in Deuteronomy 33:25 “Thy shoes shall be iron and brass;  
and as thy days, so shall they strength be.” So we see that brass is strong and stable. Think of it  
this way, God's wrath was poured out upon Christ while He was on the Cross. All the fire of God's 
judgment was placed upon Him. Dr. Waite says: If we're in Him, by genuine faith in the Lord  
Jesus Christ, we're sheltered from that judgment. Outside of Him, people die physically and one 
day they suffer the “second death” which puts them eternally in.....the Lake of Fire.

Jesus stand with us in our Judgments and trials and tests. Daniel 3:23-27  “And these three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
24  Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto 
his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and 
said unto the king, True, O king.  25  He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in 
the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.  26 
Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, 
Shadrach,  Meshach,  and Abednego,  ye servants  of the  most  high God,  come forth,  and come 
hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire.  27  And the  
princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being gathered together, saw these 
men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were 
their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.” So, in Daniel 3 we find Daniel's 
three friends Hanniah, Mishael and Azariah were placed into a literal fiery furnace because they 
would not bow to an idol of Gold. But there in the midst of the fire King Nebuchadnezzar saw the  
“Son of God!!” Jesus was there with them! He stood with them in their Judgment from the King.

So Brass then connected with Jesus, shows us the Judgment of the High Priest. 1.) He took OUR 
Judgment. 2.) He Stand with His own during Judgments (from the world) and 3.) He pours out  
His own Judgment as stated in John 5:22 “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son:” and John 5:27 “And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, 



because he is the Son of man.” and John 5:30 “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I  
judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which 
hath sent me.” 

So we need to let Christ's all seeing eyes of fire – the light brightened by the shining brass – see all  
and judge all  for it  must be as the Scripture states in 1 Peter 4:17 “For the time is come that 
judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them 
that obey not the gospel of God?” and recall that Christ started in Revelation 2-3 judging those 7 
Churches of the House of God. He did then He will now. Plus, note that He is looking within our 
bodies “the Temples of the Holy Ghost” to root out evil there too! In conclusion of this point,  
remember why God's Judgment comes:

1. Disobedience
2. Rejecting God's Warnings
3. Idolatry
4. The Sins of those in Authority
5. Loving Evil

and his voice – John mentions Jesus' Voice as did Daniel in 10:6 “...”and the voice of his words 
like the voice of a multitude.” John has mentioned the Voice previously as the sound of a Trumpet,  
that's what got his attention. Now he speaks of that voice in another way. 

as the sound of many waters. - This is striking! The sound of many waters!? Wow! Ezekiel the 
prophet said the same thing in Ezekiel 43:2 “And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from 
the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his  
glory.” Oliver B. Greene sums this up nicely: The grandeur of His mighty voice exceeds the noise  
of Niagara Falls with all of its thunderous roar.

This is the feelings of the Bible in Psalms 93:4  The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of  
many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. 

Nothing can drown out His voice when He speaks to be heard! It was this mighty voice that spoke 
10 times and mighty miracles happened! It was His voice that calmed the stormy sea and hushed  
the boisterous winds and waves (Matt.  8:23-27).  That same mighty voice called out: “Lazarus 
Come Forth!” (John 11:43-44) and life returned to a man who had been dead 4 days! That same 
Voice spoke hope, life and wonder to many upon this earth: “stretch forth thine hand....go to the 
Pool of Siloam and wash....go show thyself to the priest....take up thy bed and walk....come and 
see....follow me....go and sin no more!”

Greene says: “When that voice uttered a command and the person to whom the command was 
given obeyed, a miracle followed....always, without exception.” Perhaps this is why we don't see as 
many “miracles” today. Because we do not obey.

I think also there is an application here. Jesus spoke in John 4:14 “But whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well  of  water  springing  up  into  everlasting  life.”  Imagine  this  application,  that  if  we  are  all 
speaking of the Water of Life, the Gospel, our Lord is speaking through each of these running  
wells of water by the Holy Ghost. Then again, we have the sound of many waters. It needs to be  
heard in this dry and dusty land beloved, because one day That voice will boom out again and 
people we know and love will either hear: “Enter thou the joys of thy Lord” or “Depart, I never 
knew thee.” I pray they may hear Him through us His servants so they may partake of the Water of 
Life and not be sent to the Lake of Fire burning with His judgment. The Judgment of our High 
Priest. God Bless!


