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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 14:1-16 

“1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedor-laomer 

king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, 2 that they made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of 

Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).  

3 All these joined together in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4   Twelve years they served 

Chedor-laomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.  5 In the fourteenth year Chedor-laomer and the 

kings that were with him came and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the 

Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by 

the wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the 

country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar. 8 And the king of Sodom, 

the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went 

out and joined together in battle in the Valley of Siddim 9 against Chedor-laomer king of Elam, Tidal 

king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five.  

10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some 

fell there, & the remainder fled to the mountains. 11 Then they took all the goods of Sodom and 

Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way. 12 They also took Lot, Abram's brother's son 

who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. 13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram 

the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of 

Aner; and they were allies with Abram. 14 Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, 

he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, and went in 

pursuit as far as Dan.  15 He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants attacked 

them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. 16 So he brought back all the 

goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the women and the people.” 

"God Rescues Lot” 
As I mentioned last week we are going to be saying more good things about Abram for a few weeks as we 

see our first detailed look in the Scriptures at what it means to be a servant of God as one of His covenant 

people. Here in the Book of Beginnings we have seen repentance with Adam & Eve, someone walking 

with God in Enoch, a righteous man in Noah & others in the faithful line of promise, but few details of 

their lives and actions. 

We ended our study of chapter 13 by reviewing a few verses from Luke’s shorter account of the Sermon 

on the Mount and I trust that some or most of you took the time this past week to reread those important 

passages.  We saw, as Abram handled the struggles with his Nephew Lot, how someone should keep the 

two Great Commandments in a very practical way as Jesus suggested. 

 Now there seems to be a BIG shift here in chapter 14! 

We see the first detailed account of warfare and more evidence of the results of the fall of man which 

should not surprise us… But we also see Abram, who has been a man of peace trying to maintain good 

relationships with his family and those around him, a man putting the needs of others first, suddenly 

presented as an astute man of war! 

 Those who see the Christian faith as one that demands pacifism have a real struggle with this passage! 

It would be easy for some to simply dismiss this as Old Testament stuff that has been done away with 

now that Jesus has come… 

They might say, ‘come on John, your very own homework assignment was to read the Sermon on the 

Mount where Jesus teaches His disciples to love their enemies and to turn the other cheek!’ 
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True enough, but we must remember that the picture of a mild-mannered Jesus and disciples trained to 

be the same is not the only image we have! The same Jesus who showed great compassion and love to so 

many people, deserving and undeserving,  is also the man who drives the money-changers from the 

Temple with a whip, the one who tells the rich young ruler he is likely going to hell and pronounces woe 

after woe upon those stubborn religious leaders of His day. Even with his own disciples He gives 

instructions that are often overlooked near the end of His earthly ministry in Luke chapter twenty two: 

“35 And [Jesus] said to [His disciples], "When I sent you without money bag, knapsack, and sandals, did 

you lack anything?" So they said, "Nothing." 36 Then He said to them, "But now, he who has a money 

bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy 

one. 37 For I say to you that this which is written must still be accomplished in Me: 'And He was 

numbered with the transgressors.' For the things concerning Me have an end." 38 So they said, "Lord, 

look, here are two swords." And [Jesus] said to them, "It is enough." 

I think this is what should come to mind as we consider Abram living out his life as a sojourner in this 

land of promise…  Not unlike our calling.  Now of course as we consider this text before us we must also 

remember that Abram shows great patience here as well, especially with Lot. Abram gave his nephew the 

choice of where to dwell:  Lot chose very poorly. At the end of chapter 13 we had him moving toward 

Sodom and now we learn that he is dwelling in Sodom, even knowing “the men of Sodom were 

exceedingly wicked and sinful against Jehovah.”  We can picture Abram and Sarai or others with Abram 

discussing Lot as many of us have often done with wayward children or members… 

 “What are they thinking?” 

But just as we saw faithful Abram putting the needs of others first last week when it was time to separate,  

we now see him ready and willing to help his nephew when he learns of his trouble, even though he could 

easily have said, “he got what he deserved!” 

With all of that in mind let’s dig into this first detailed account of war that we find in the Scriptures! 

It begins with something we often see in the Bible, a LOT of detail… 

“1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedor-laomer 

king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, 2 that they made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of 

Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).  

3 All these joined together in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea).  4   Twelve years they served 

Chedor-laomer, & in the thirteenth year they rebelled.” 

 Why all of these details? 

Well, they not only introduce us to some of the major the players in this account, it also reminds us once 

again that we are speaking of real history!  Think again about how Dr. Luke introduces the ministry of 

John the Baptist in his Gospel account: 

Luke 3:1  “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trach-O-

ni-tis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 while Annas and Caiaphas were high priest, the word of God 

came to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.”  

Luke grounds his teaching in real history:  We have no way to verify the call of God to John in the 

wilderness except to trust Dr. Luke and he gives us confidence that we can do so by leaving a WHOLE 

bunch of historical details that we can verify! 

Such is the case here in Genesis… 
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While the memory of those mentioned has faded into history in our time, those who read the Book of 

Beginnings at the time it was given would have still known these Kings and people in the same way we 

look back to Rome & Jerusalem at the time of Jesus. 

Of course the skeptic will be quick to point out that we have NO evidence of these kings or peoples in any 

other historical records of this time so in their minds it is all just made up!  I would remind you that they 

said the same for many, many years about various of the details in the New Testament that we now know 

are true, like the existence of a Roman Governor by the name of Pontius Pilate! 

For centuries, only the Gospel Accounts in the New Testament gave us the history of this man as the 

history of Rome faded.  The Gospel accounts were very suspect in the eyes of those Bible critics, until the 

palace of Pilate was discovered in the 1960’s! 

These kings & peoples would have been known at the time and I believe we will one day know much 

more about them as more historical discoveries are made! So we have King Chedor-laomer and three 

others in alliance with him plundering surrounding cities and peoples and putting them under bondage.  

Those in the area around what is now the Dead Sea served them for twelve years and then rebelled. 

[mention how different that area would have been] 

These Kings come from the east to put down the rebellion the following year, conquering and pillaging 

along the way until they reach the valley of Shiddim. These local kings were tired of serving Chedor-

laomer and so we read in verse 8  “And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the 

king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and joined together in battle in the Valley 

of Siddim 9 against Chedor-laomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and 

Arioch king of Ellasar— four kings against five.” 

Of course what we have here is one set of wicked Kings fighting another set of wicked Kings…   

 Abram and his allies are not involved and not attacked. 

Even Lot has remained behind either out of fear or caution:  Not his fight! Of course that will change for 

both of them as we will see in a moment…  First we discover that the wicked men of Sodom & Gomorrah 

are not able warriors, nor very brave… 

10 “Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some 

fell there, & the remainder fled to the mountains.” 

These no-so-brave men flee to the mountains leaving their families and possessions behind and thus the 
conquering Kings, “took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way.” 

 And then, as is often the case with wicked men who do not seek the Lord’s face or wisdom, they 

make a very costly mistake: 

12  “They also took Lot, Abram's brother's son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.”  

Someone escapes and brings the report of what happened to Abram and his three allies… 

 Yes Abram continued to build good relationships with those around him! 

As I mentioned, we see no hint of any “I told you so’ or ‘Lot got what he deserved’ from Abram… 

Rather we read in verse 14 that   “when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his 

three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far 

as Dan.” 

We saw last week how the wealth of Abram and Lot had grown to the point where it was difficult for 

them to dwell in the same area and here we see why: Abram has over three hundred men able to serve in 

a military campaign that have grown up in his household. 
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Some may have come with him from the east, others may have been added in Egypt and some added 

along the way. 

 Abram was a rich man and now we find out that he was a very capable warrior as well! 

 He, along with his three allies as we shall see next week go up against these conquering Kings. 

As we move forward in the story of God’s salvation given to us in the Bible, God is often with His people 

when they enter into battle and gives them great victories!  Such is the case here… 

15 [Abram] divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants attacked them and pursued 

them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. 16 So he brought back all the goods, and also brought 

back his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the women and the people.” 

We are not given all the details, but the element of surprise that Abram utilizes along with whatever help 

the Lord provided causes the armies of the four kings to abandon their captives and plunder and to flee 

for their lives.  Abram returns a conquering hero, but as we shall look at in greater detail in two weeks, 

he continues to walk faithfully with God as a humble servant, paying his proper tithe and returning all 

the goods he recovered to their rightful owners. 

Of course God has delivered Abram because as we shall see in the coming weeks He has great plans for 

him!  And sadly we also find that Lot does not learn his lesson and returns to Sodom where he becomes a 

prominent citizen in this wicked city. 

 NOT a good place to be and a ‘negative lesson’ I hope we all take very seriously! 

I am sure it was very difficult for Abram to see his nephew once again make a poor choice…  

But he could rest in the fact that he did the right thing in recuing his nephew! 

 So of course the tough part about learning the lessons we have here is to know when we are to turn 

the other cheek & when we are to take up arms. 

I don’t think that Jesus instructed the disciples to have swords never intending for them to use them. 

Of course, as Peter learned just hours later, you do have to discern when the right time is and 

interrupting God’s work is not one of them! 

We see a detailed account of wars here in the Book of Beginnings and we see conflicts right up until the 

end of history with the final rebellion of Satan before the return of Jesus in Revelation chapter twenty. 

However we must remember that the prophets foretold how the coming of Jesus would change the world 

including war!  Isaiah speaks of a day when swords will be pounded into plowshares and yes Jesus said 

we are to learn to love our enemies! 

 But what about those swords He told the disciples to possess or purchase? 

First and foremost we need to have the proper perspective:  In four long Gospel accounts we have only 

those two verses speaking of taking up arms! Linda and I have been in our home for over thirty years 

and have never had to use my swords, but I would not hesitate to do so if someone chose to harm my wife 

or family. 

 And as was the case with Abram, there could come a time where I would need to defend someone 

else who is in major trouble. 

 In all of this we must remember that true peace is brought by the Gospel and not by the sword! 

First and foremost we are to take up the weapons of our warfare given in Ephesians chapter six: Truth, 

righteousness, the Gospel of peace, faith, salvation and the sword of the Spirit:  The Word of God! 

 So how do we find this proper balance in our lives and teach it to our children? 
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By instruction, practice and example!  We need to be familiar with what the Bible teaches about war, 

self-defense AND turning the other cheek! We need to put these Biblical principles and proper balance 

into practice so that our children have good examples! 

 We should not be disengaged as Lot was on the one hand, nor marauding conquerors like  

Chedolaomer on the other. 

 This should be true of us as individuals, as families or communities and even as a nation! 

We need to be good role models for our children and expose them to other good role models as well:   

They should be very familiar with great people in history who changed the world with our Biblical 

weapons of warfare like the Apostle Paul, or Martin Luther & John Calvin or William Wilberforce & 

Susana Westley! 

 Obviously this will include what types of books and movies they watch, or see us watching! 

We can use this very portion of Scripture as a guide where we see God teaching us about wicked Kings, 

foolish relatives and brave righteous men all in just a few short verses. 

We can even learn and provide great instructions in the games that we play. One of my favorite lines 

from one of my favorite movies is when the grandfather in Little Lord Fauntleroy tells the young lad who 

was surprised to find out that the large room of games and toys were all for HIM,  

He said, “games prepare a young man for the greater game of life!” 

We live in an age where silly games have created billion dollar companies so it is something that we need 

to pay attention to… 

 We cannot simply be like Lot and think that the culture around us will have no impact on our life, 

our family, or our future. 

 But we don’t simple avoid what is wrong or poor… 

 We need to work on putting what is right and powerful into our lives.   

Perhaps in coming weeks we will see the battle of four kings against five played out with the Lego sets in 

some of your homes, or in my basement or at Kingdom Builders! 

We should search out games that reward good character and good choices as well as those who 

demonstrate the fallen nature of man.  Either can certainly provide one of those times where we speak 

with our children about the things of God! 

Yes, we have an example here in chapter fourteen of a great military battle for Abram and it brought 

real blessings to he and Lot and left quite a memory in the land as we shall see when the surrounding 

nations “fear” Jacob as he moves about in Genesis chapter 35. 

But as we go forward and look at the entire life of Abraham we will see that his real work was in building 

altars and wells and being a good neighbor. 

 Faithful obedience that was blessed by God who was carrying out the greater plan of salvation 

through Abraham and his heirs.   

As we learned in our study of the Book of Acts, the Holy Spirit knows where history is going and He will 

make sure that the great plan of salvation is brought to completion.  

The kingdoms of this earth are being scattered and the Kingdom of Jesus is growing to fill the earth… 
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Or as the Apostle Paul reminded the Saints at Rome just a few years before he entered on the Apian Way 

as a conquering general ready to preach the Kingdom with confidence…  

Romans 16:  “19 For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I 

want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil.  20 And the God of peace will crush 

Satan under your feet shortly.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” 

 Our hymn of response will be Psalm 90 which reminds us of the majesty of God and the frailty of 

man and ends with a prayer that should always be on our lips as we serve Jesus:.  

Psalm 90:16  “Let Your work appear to Your servants, And Your glory to their children. 17 And let the 

beauty of Jehovah our God be upon us, And establish the work of our hands for us; Yes, establish the 

work of our hands.”  

 

 

Communion Meditation: Genesis 14 

 

“17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley), after 

his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer & the kings who were with him.  

18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread & wine; he was the priest of God Most High.  

19 And he blessed him and said:  "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth;  

20 And blessed be God Most High,  Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a 

tithe of all.” 


