
Evening Sermon Outline – August 27, 2017   

“God’s Goodness in Our Afflictions”  

Psalm 119:65-72 & :75 

 
This passage reads almost like a commercial!  It is a commercial or 

argument for GOD, even God’s goodness when we go through 

TRIALS, when we are AFFLICTED! 

 
TETH. You have dealt well with Your servant, O LORD, according to 

Your word. 66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge, For I believe 

Your commandments. (Psalm 119:65-66 NKJ) 

 
These first two verses, especially combined with the rest of this 

portion of this Psalm, also sound like Asaph - 
<A Psalm of Asaph.> Truly God is good to Israel, To such as are pure in 

heart. 2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; My steps had 

nearly slipped. (Psalm 73:1-2 NKJ) 

 

In Psalm 73, Asaph confesses his straying, his feet almost slipping 

 

I. Before afflictions: he was straying –  
Before I was afflicted I went astray, … (Psalm 119:67 NKJ) 

1. This is a problem we all have or have had – 
All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his 

own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 

53:6 NKJ) 

As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none 

who understands; There is none who seeks after God. (Romans 3:10-11 

NKJ) 

2. We tend this way --- prone to wander Lord I feel it, prone to leave 

the God I love – 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to 
will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.   
19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, 
that I practice.  (Romans 7:18-19 NKJ) 

II. In afflictions, he starts thinking, praying – 
Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word. 68 You are 

good, and do good; Teach me Your statutes. (Ps. 119:67-68 NKJ) 

 

It is not as immediately obvious in this passage as in other portions of 

Scripture, but it is here, note: 

 

1. A before and after picture: 

A. Before affliction I went astray 

B. But now I keep Your word 

 

2. Right thinking about God – 
68 You are good, and do good – 

 

The point here is God is good and does good, even when He afflicts us.  

The way God typically brings His sheep BACK is affliction, discipline, 

chastening – 
5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to 
sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be 
discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;  6 For whom the LORD 
loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives." 
 7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what 
son is there whom a father does not chasten?   8 But if you are without 
chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are 
illegitimate and not sons. (Hebrews 12:5-8 NKJ) 

 

“Affliction Brings Man Home” 

 

"Man like a silly sheep doth often stray, Not knowing of his way, 

Blind deserts and the wilderness of sinHe daily travels in; 

There's nothing will reduce him sooner than Afflictions to his pen. 

He wanders in the sunshine, but in rain And stormy weather hastens home again." 

"Thou, the great Shepherd of my soul, O keep Me, Thy unworthy sheep 

From gadding: or if fair means will not do it, Let foul, then, bring me to it. 

Rather then I should perish in my error, Lord bring me back with terror; 

Better I be chastised with thy rod and Shepherd's staff, than stray from thee, my God." 



 

"Though for the present stripes do grieve me sore, At last they profit more, 

And make me to observe thy word, which I Neglected formerly; 

Let me come home rather by weeping cross Than still be at a loss. 

For health I would rather take a bitter pill, Than eating sweet meats to be always ill." 

--Thomas Washbourne, 1606-1687. 
 

Verse 67. -- By affliction God separates the sin which he hates from 

the soul which he loves. --John Mason.  
But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall come 

forth as gold. (Job 23:10 NKJ) 

 

3. “Teach me your statutes” was this Psalmist’s prayer – 
 Teach me Your statutes. (Ps. 119:68 NKJ) 

 

III. In afflictions, his heart is staying: with God, with His 

word, and above the other guys, he does rise! 

You are good, and do good; Teach me Your statutes. 69 The proud have 

forged a lie against me, But I will keep Your precepts with my whole 

heart. 70 Their heart is as fat as grease, But I delight in Your law. 71 It is 

good for me that I have been afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes. 

(Psalm 119:68-71 NKJ) 

 

1. He rises with truth above lies: 

A. God’s statutes are the truth - 
Teach me Your statutes.  

B. Lies are what the proud depend upon - 
69 The proud have forged a lie against me,  

 

It is tempting to fight lies with lies, to get down and dirty with those 

who are dirty against us -  
But I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart.  

 

2. He rises with the word above the world - 

70 Their heart is as fat as grease, But I delight in Your law. 

Fat, ungodly hearts - 

Verse 70. -- Their heart is as fat as grease; but I delight in thy law; as 

if he should say, My heart is a lean heart, a hungry heart, my soul loveth 

and rejoiceth in thy word. I have nothing else to fill it but thy word, and the 

comforts I have from it; but their hearts are fat hearts: fat with the world, fat 

with lust: they hate the word. As a full stomach loatheth meat and cannot 

digest it; so wicked men hate the word, it will not go down with them, it will 

not gratify their lusts.  -William Fenner.  

 

3. He has learned to learn from adverse circumstances 
71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted, That I may learn Your 

statutes. (Psalm 119:68-71 NKJ) 

That I might learn. As prosperity blindeth the eyes of men, even so 

doth adversity open them. Like as the salve that remedies the disease 

of the eyes doth first bite and grieve the eyes, and maketh them to 

water, but yet afterward the eyesight is clearer than it was; even so 

trouble doth vex men wonderfully at the first, but afterwards it 

lighteneth the eyes of the mind, that it is afterward more reasonable, 

wise and circumspect. For trouble bringeth experience, and experience 

bringeth wisdom. -- Otho Wermullerus, 1551. 

A. Adversity is a teacher of God’s Word!   

B. Adversity leads us to VALUE God’s LAW -  
The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of coins of gold 

and silver. (Psalm 119:72 NKJ) 

 

IV. IV. After affliction: knowing - :75 
I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right, and that in faithfulness 

You have afflicted me. (Psalm 119:75 NKJ) 

1. Not saying he fully understood the why of every affliction 

2. But he understands the goodness of the God Who afflicts 

A. “judgments” here refers to providential judgments, what God 

allows to happen, even to His people 

I. B. What men may mean with evil hearts, God means for our good –  

II. "But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, 

in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. 

(Genesis 50:20 NKJ) 


