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Our context for this lesson is found in the first 11 verses of chapter 10. 
 

Hebrews 10:1  For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very 
image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year 
continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
 

The writer is providing a comparison of the limitations of the recurring sacrifices under the 
ceremonial law of Moses, which required an ongoing slaughter of animals for the sins of the 
priests and the people, versus the perfections of the one-time sacrifice of Jesus Christ for his 
people.  
 

Hebrews 10:4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take 
away sins. 

 
Verse 4 provides a simple summary of the effectiveness of sacrifices under the ceremonial law. 
All of the sacrifices given up until the sacrifice of Jesus Christ could not take away sins. 
 

Hebrews 10:9-10  9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the 
first, that he may establish the second.  10  By the which will we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 
Verse 10 provides a summary of the effectiveness of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. All of God’s 
elect were made holy, purified, and consecrated by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 
John Gill on verse 10: “because hereby the people of God are sanctified, their sins are 
perfectly expiated, the full pardon of them is procured, their persons are completely justified 
from sin, and their consciences purged from it”. 

 
So we have this great assurance as God’s elect: the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, given through God’s 
mercy and grace, is eternally effective. The old ceremonial sacrifices revealed the need for such a 
sacrifice, but no sin was ever taken away, nor any conscience ever cleansed, by the blood of 
animals. 
 
Hebrews 10:12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat 
down on the right hand of God;  
 
12a But this man,  
 
“This man” being Jesus Christ the high priest. 
 

Hebrews 9:11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;   
 

12b after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
 
“Offered” being the action taken by our high priest. He offered himself, his own blood, upon the 
altar of the cross. “One sacrifice” being the limit of his offering. His offering did not require 
repetition. It was complete and perfect to the task. “For sins” being the reason for his offering. 
Not his own sins, but the sins of the elect. “For ever” being the duration of the effectiveness of 
the sacrifice. No sacrifice for sins would ever be needed again. 
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Hebrews 9:12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

 
12c sat down on the right hand of God; 
 
Having accomplished everything that was necessary through his sacrifice, Jesus Christ ascended 
from the earth into heaven and now waits upon the day of his return. 
 

Acts 1:9-11  9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; 
and a cloud received him out of their sight.  10  And while they looked stedfastly toward 
heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;  11  Which also said, Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven. 

 
Hebrews 10:14  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified. 
 
The “one offering” of Jesus Christ made God’s elect holy and was entirely complete, covering all 
past, present, and future sins of the people. The sacrifice was also entirely finished, being 
effective for all of God’s elect “for ever”, that is, eternally. 
 
Hebrews 10:18  Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 
 
“Remission” mean freedom, pardon, deliverance, or liberty. We have been delivered from sin by 
the eternally effective sacrifice of Jesus Christ. It brings freedom from continuing in sin and 
freedom from the guilt of sin upon our conscience. But we still sin, don’t we? If “there is no more 
offering for sin” because Jesus Christ finished his work up deliverance and pardon, bringing 
liberty and freedom to his people, what is the consequence of sin now? 
 
Hebrews 10:26-27  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge 
of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,  27  But a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 
 
“If we sin willfully” is the key phrase. Willful sin is continual, stubborn sin. 
 

John Gill on verse 26: “Which is not to be understood of a single act of sin, but 
rather of a course of sinning; nor of sins of infirmity through temptation, or even of grosser 
acts of sin, but of voluntary ones; and not of all voluntary ones, or in which the will is 
engaged and concerned, but of such which are done on set purpose, resolutely and 
obstinately; and not of immoral practices, but of corrupt principles, and acting 
according to them; it intends a total apostasy from the truth, against light and evidence, joined 
with obstinacy.” 

 
When we sin in this way, we are demonstrating a lack of faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. His 
sacrifice should not only be recognized as saving us from sin, but should also be utilized as a 
catalyst to battle against sin. To think that there is no consequence for continuing in sin is 
foolishness. 
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Hebrews 10:29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood 
of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
 
Some would say that verse 29 and those in context describe those who are outside of the grace 

and mercy of God, but the phrase “wherewith he was sanctified” describes one who has been 

covered by the “blood of the covenant”.  

Hebrews 10:30-31  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, 

I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.  31  

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

There are consequences to the child of God who continues in sin: “judgment and fiery 

indignation”, “sorer punishment”, and “vengeance” at the “hands of the living God”. Why? 

Because willful sin is an affront to God who gave the blood and life of Jesus Christ, his son, on 

the cross for them. There is no sacrifice left for those sins. It is finished. Now there is vengeance. 

Hebrews 6:4-9  For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted 

of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,  5  And have tasted the good 

word of God, and the powers of the world to come,  6  If they shall fall away, to renew them 

again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and 

put him to an open shame.  7  For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon 

it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:  8  

But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to 

be burned.   

The writer tells us that “it is impossible” for God’s children, when they are fallen away and in a 

state of continual sin, to “renew them again unto repentance”. They are, by their sin, crucifying 

Jesus Christ to themselves (not in reality, but in their sinful hearts and minds) and bringing 

shame upon the name of Jesus Christ. So again, these verses are describing God’s elect who are 

sinning willfully and continually, “whose end is to be burned”. But there is hope. 

Luke 18:26-27  And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved?  27  And he said, The 

things which are impossible with men are possible with God.  

What man can’t do on his own, God can do. Man can’t repent unless God gives him the power of 

the Holy Ghost. Man can’t stop sinning unless God gives him the power to overcome temptation. 

Though we are undergoing the judgment and vengeance of God, that same fire that burns us is 

refining us and removing from us those sins and affections that prevent us from being at peace 

with God. Our hope must be in God, not ourselves. 

Hebrews 6:9  But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that 

accompany salvation, though we thus speak. 

It is expected that those who are “partakers of the Holy Ghost” will do the “things that 

accompany salvation”, which includes turning toward God and turning away from continual sin. 

How does God make this possible? 
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First, he has given us an example in Jesus Christ.  

Hebrews 12:1-3  1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 

let us run with patience the race that is set before us,  2  Looking unto Jesus the author and 

finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3  For consider him that 

endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint 

in your minds. 

Second, he has given us the Holy Ghost to bring our example in Jesus Christ to mind. 

John 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 

name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 

whatsoever I have said unto you. 

John 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even 

the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

Third, he has given us his correction. 

Hebrews 12:4-13  12 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.  5  And 

ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise 

not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:  6  For 

whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  7  

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father 

chasteneth not?  8  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then 

are ye bastards, and not sons.  9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 

corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto 

the Father of spirits, and live?  10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own 

pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.  11  Now no 

chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 

yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 

thereby.  12  Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;  13  And 

make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it 

rather be healed. 

Sin is not without consequence. Jesus Christ bore the consequence of our sin upon the cross and 

redeemed us for all eternity from that sin, whether it be past, present, or future. We will bear the 

consequence of sin in the form of God’s “chastening”. When we sin willfully and continually, we 

will bear the consequence of that sin in the form of God’s “judgment” and “vengeance”. God’s 

expectation of those whom he’s saved is that they, by his power, will resist sin. 

Romans 6:1-4  1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  
2  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  3  Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4  Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

 
Summary: 1. Jesus Christ’s sacrifice covered all sins of all his people for all eternity. 2. Jesus 
Christ will not be sacrificed again for any sins. 3. The consequence of our sin is chastening, 
judgment, and vengeance. 4. God has equipped us to overcome sin by his power alone. 5. Having 
overcome in Jesus Christ, by the Holy Ghost, we should live our lives demonstrating our 
salvation from sin.  


