
“Disappointment ” 
Bitter or Better 
Exodus 5:15-23 

 
It’s a time to adjust our: 

I.    Expectation - “came and cried unto Pharaoh”       (vs. 15-19 ) 
  

Reexamining:    
 

 A.  Loyalty –“wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants”    
  
 B.  Logic –“but the fault is in thine own people”  
  
 C.  Love -“children of Israel did see they were in evil case” 
  

II.  Exasperation - “The Lord look upon you”             (vs. 20-
21) 
 
Reexamining who: 
 

          A.  Sinned  - “look upon you and judge” 
                 
          B.  Spoiled – “you have made our savor to be abhorred”   
          
         C.  Subjected –“put a sword in their hand to slay us” 
                 

III. Exaltation - “Moses returned unto the Lord ”        (vs. 22-23) 
  
Reexamining: 
 

A. Purpose   – “Wherefore has thou so evil entreated”    
  

B. Process  –“Why is it that thou hast sent me ”   
 

C. Progress –“neither has thou delivered thy people at all” 
 

  Sentence Sermon:  
 

“When disappointment obscures our vision, we have 
opportunity to exercise our faith revealing our love for God.”   

 

Additional Verses    
 

 Galatians 6:14 
 Exodus 3:19 
 Isaiah 40:28-31; 55:8-9 
 Jeremiah 29:11 
 Psalm 30:5 
 Psalm 55:22 
 Romans 8:28 
 Psalm 27:14 
 Philippians 4:6-7 
 Psalm 118:24 
 I Peter 5:6-7; 10-11 
 Proverbs 23:17-18 
 Titus 2:13-14 
 Psalm 34:17-18 
 Matthew 11:29-30 

 

 Questions to Ponder: 
 

1. What are the key words in this passage?   
2. Who is the central character of the passage?   
3. Did the officers do the right thing in crying to Pharaoh?  Why? 
4. Why did they refer to themselves as “thy servants?” 
5. Why were the officers slow to see they were in an evil way? (1:12) 
6. What was wrong with the things the officers said to Moses? 
7. What do Moses’ questions tell us about his concerns? 
8. Why is surprising about Moses’ statements in v. 23? (cp. 4:21-23) 
9. What situations most disappoint you?  
10. Can you recall an initial disappointment that led to a victory? 


