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God Remakes Marred Vessels 
Jeremiah 18:2-4

Jer 18:2  Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. 
Jer 18:3  Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 
Jer 18:4  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again
another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. 

I) God is the potter—We are the clay
A) God as a potter—In every way over the clay

Rom 9:20  Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why
hast thou made me thus? 

Rom 9:21  Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto
dishonour? 

Rom 9:22  What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

Rom 9:23  And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto
glory, 

Rom 9:24  Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

B) A vessel wherein is no pleasure
Jer 22:28  Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? wherefore are they cast out, he

and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not? 
Jer 22:29  O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD. 



C) A chosen vessel
Act 9:15  But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles,

and kings, and the children of Israel: 

D) The potter can irreparably destroy a vessel
Jer 19:11  And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will I break this people and this city, as one

breaketh a potter's vessel, that cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be no place
to bury. 

Isa 30:14  And he shall break it as the breaking of the potters' vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not spare: so that
there shall not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit. 

E) The potter can remake a marred vessel
Jer 18:4  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as

seemed good to the potter to make it. 

F) Have Thine Own Way Lord!  Have Thine Own Way!
  Thou art the Potter, I am the clay

 Mould me and make me after thy will
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

(Adelaide A. Pollard)

II) The text in its context
A) Jeremiah heard by seeing

Jer 18:1  The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 
Jer 18:2  Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. 

1) The feet
Joh 13:5  After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel

wherewith he was girded. 

2) The ear
Luk 22:50  And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. 
Luk 22:51  And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him. 

B) The potter can make the marred to be good
Jer 18:3  Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 
Jer 18:4  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as

seemed good to the potter to make it. 

C) The remaking of a repentant nation
Jer 18:5  Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
Jer 18:6  O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand,

so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. 
Jer 18:7  At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and

to destroy it; 
Jer 18:8  If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do

unto them. 

D) The removal of good from a non-repentant nation
Jer 18:9  And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; 
Jer 18:10  If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit

them. 

III) Ways the potter remakes marred vessels
A) Christ—Marred—Broken—Remade

1) Marred
2Co 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in

him. 

Isa 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

Mat 27:46  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

2)Broken
1Co 11:24  And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this

do in remembrance of me. 



3) Remade
Mat 28:6  He is not here: for he is risen… 

B) God’s children—Marred—Broken—Remade 
1) Marred

Gen 3:6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he
did eat. 

Gen 3:7  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together,
and made themselves aprons. 

Gen 3:8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 

Gen 3:9  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 
Gen 3:10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 
Gen 3:11  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that

thou shouldest not eat? 
Gen 3:12  And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

2) Broken
Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Rom 3:11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
Rom 3:12  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not

one. 

1Co 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

3) Remade
1Co 15:49  And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 
1Co 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption

inherit incorruption. 
1Co 15:51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
1Co 15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be

raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
1Co 15:53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
1Co 15:54  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then

shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

C) Regeneration
Eph 2:1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them. 

IV) In our lives—Marred—Broken—Remade

A) Peter—From denial to standing fearless

B) Paul—From killing Christians to preaching to kings

C) Rahab—From a harlot to the mother of kings

D) Ruth—From the wrong side of the tracks to getting quoted in weddings

E) Elijah—From wishing he was dead to going to heaven without dying

F) David—From a tired old adulterous murderer to preparing for a temple

G) The woman of Luke 7—From the sinful woman to the feet of Jesus

H) Your pastor—From a rebellious sinner to preaching the word 

V) God can remake marred vessels
God can put lives back together—Use the useless—Help the helpless

Psa 51:1  <To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to
Bathsheba.> Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

Psa 51:2  Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 



Psa 51:3  For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 

Psa 51:12  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 
Psa 51:13  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Psa 51:17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

Luk 18:9  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised
others: 

Luk 18:10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 
Luk 18:11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 
Luk 18:12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 
Luk 18:13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his

breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 
Luk 18:14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself

shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

1Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Mat 11:28  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 


