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KJV – Revelation 18:1-8 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 40 

Introduction: 

     Babylon at one time was an ancient city that served as the capital of the empire that 
controlled the known world at the time. Here in it servers to represent a symbol of 
mankind’s rebellion against God. Babylon represents the world system of the Anti-Christ. 
Many want to refer to this political and religious power as the revived Roman Empire or 
even modern day Iraq. I cannot answer that in the affirmative, but I can tell you that this 
empire will be the seventh major Gentile world power that comes out of the two legs of 
iron in the book of Daniel chapter two, and it will be centered in the middle-east.  

     Chapters 17 and 18 are both parenthetical chapters that give us more details as to the 
effects of the bowl judgments poured out in the last hours of the Great Tribulation upon the 
kingdom of the Anti-Christ that will result in the great fall of first the false religious system 
and then the kingdom itself.  

Revelation 18:1-8 

1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; 
and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is 
become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird. 

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich 
through the abundance of her delicacies. 

4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. 
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6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: 
in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. 

7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give 
her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. 

8 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall 
be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 

     I want you to try and picture the scene here at the beginning of this chapter. Do you 
remember what occurred with the pouring out of the fifth bowl judgment?  “And the fifth 
angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and 
they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains 
and their sores, and repented not of their deeds” (Revelation 16:10-11). 

     This fifth bowl judgment will have plunged the world into darkness. It has already 
experienced a state of spiritual darkness because of the absence of the Church and the 
restraining force of God the Holy Spirit. Satan has been restricted to the earth to never be 
granted access into the third heaven as seen from chapter 12. 

Revelation 12:7-12 

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, 

8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 

9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with 
him. 

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth 
and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth 
that he hath but a short time. 
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    Imagine a world with no goodness in it at all, no laws, no morals and no values; no this is 
not America of today because regardless of what you might think it only gets worse before 
the end. This will be a time that the entire world is plunged into utter chaos and darkness 
under the control of Satan himself for these last 3 ½ years just before the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah returns.  

 

Revelation 18:1 

1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; 
and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

     Against the backdrop of the utter darkness of this world, the sudden, blazing appearance 
of another angel from heaven with great power will suddenly illuminate the earth with his 
glory. The world’s attention will suddenly turn to focus on this heavenly messenger that 
will pronounce the final divine judgment upon the world’s system of false religion that has 
constantly rejected the truth and freely chosen to turn away from the One true Living God 
to follow after Satan’s man.  

     This proclamation is moments from the LORD’s return with His Saints with power and 
great glory. But a warning is given to the elect who may be still in the area before the final 
strike occurs. This announcement is given as a part of another parenthetical in chapter 14.  

 

Revelation 14:8-11 

8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because 
she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast 
and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 

10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 

11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day 
nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his 
name. 
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Revelation 18:2 

2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is 
become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird. 

     This angel cried that Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become; J. Vernon McGee 
points out that this prophetic statement is in the Greek aorist tense which speaks of the 
coming events as it they have already occurred. Because the fact of the matter is God has 
already planned it to go down exactly this way. When the LORD says something is going to 
happen, then we that trust in Him can speak of it as though it had already transpired.  

Isaiah 46:9-11 

9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there 
is none like me, 

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet 
done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 

11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far 
country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it. 

     Babylon the great has now become a place inhabited of demons, and every foul spirit, 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. One might wonder where that bottomless pit 
might be located in the Millennium. It very well could be right here in this area that will be 
made desolate and uninhabited even during the Millennial Kingdom of Christ.  

Isaiah 13:19-22 

19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 

20 It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: 
neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there. 

21 But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful 
creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. 

22 And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their 
pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged. 
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Jeremiah 50:38-40 

38 A drought is upon her waters; and they shall be dried up: for it is the land of graven images, 
and they are mad upon their idols. 

39 Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the islands shall dwell there, 
and the owls shall dwell therein: and it shall be no more inhabited for ever; neither shall it be 
dwelt in from generation to generation. 

40 As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the LORD; so 
shall no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein. 

     Think of that, the birth place of idolatry, Babylon will be judged and left desolate and 
uninhabited by man during the Millennial Kingdom. The place that literally gave birth to 
false religion was Babylon, right smack dab in the center of the middle-east. Therefore I do 
not think it is a coincidence that one of the fastest spreading demon religions in this world 
is Islam. It is a satanic system of religion that is luring people far away from Jesus Christ 
and the truth of God. Politicians are defending it and even allowing it to be taught in 
schools, polluting the hearts and minds of the next generations. It is becoming the great 
harlot religion and this is not a coincidence, for this is all heading to this Tribulation 
judgment. 
 

Revelation 18:3 

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich 
through the abundance of her delicacies. 

     This states that all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. Once 
again this term “fornication” does not refer to the sin of sexual immorality. But rather this 
woman causes the world to become intoxicated with her pleasures and enter into an orgy 
of sin, rebellion, hatred and idolatry toward Almighty God.  

     Religious Babylon will lure all the nations into a state of spiritual drunkenness and 
fornication with false gods; anything and everything that goes against the One True Living 
God and His Son the LORD Jesus Christ. Political and commercial Babylon will seduce all the 
nations of the world into a materialistic trance under the control of their own greed and 
want. The people will become drunk with passion, all the nations, their kings and their 
merchants because they have become abundantly wealthy from Babylon the great.  
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Revelation 18:4 

4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

     Just before utter destruction befalls the kingdom; I heard another voice from heaven, 
saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues. This is the last Sovereign call to evacuate before the final strike unfolds. 
God will call out His own elect to disentangle themselves from this evil system before it is 
destroyed.  

     Prior to Babylon’s destruction, God will give a Sodom and Gomorrah type warning to His 
people to get out: 1) So they do not participate in her sin; 2) So they do not participate in 
her judgments; 3) So they may testify of God’s terrible wrath judgments (Jeremiah 50:28). 
Isaiah and Jeremiah had a message for God’s people and that was to leave Babylon. John has 
a message for all of God’s elect.  

 

I John 2:15-17 

15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever. 

 

Revelation 18:5-6 

5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. 

6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: 
in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. 

     God does not remember the iniquities of His people as the Bible clearly tells us. He does 
remember and purpose to protect them, yet for the unrepentant Babylon there is no such 
grace or mercy. There will be only judgment.  
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     The angle announces that God will vindicate His people and recompense Babylon with 
His Sovereign wrath. No one wants to think of a God like this, but remember He is Holy, 
Holy, Holy and He must deal with sin. God will deal with her according to His justice and 
repay her double for her deeds. And shall not the God the earth do right? 

Revelation 18:7 

7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give 
her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. 

     She has glorified herself, and lived deliciously. She has said in her heart; I sit a queen, and 
am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Just when you think all is well without God, hell 
comes creeping in. Where have we heard a story like this before?  

Luke 12:16-21 

16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully: 

17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits? 

18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I 
bestow all my fruits and my goods. 

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 

21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 

Revelation 18:8  

8 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall 
be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 

    These special judgments on Babylon will occur very fast, Daniel chapter five records that 
ancient Babylon fell in just one day to the Medes and the Persians. These plagues will be 
ushered in rapidly by means of pestilence, mourning and famine; then Babylon will be 
destroyed by fire just as Sodom and Gomorrah were utterly destroyed. When she thought 
all was well, judgment came. Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools. 
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     The fact of the matter is that judgment is coming to everyone. Whether they want to 
accept it or not, God has purposed and plan it and His counsel shall stand and He shall do 
all His pleasure. The matter you must deal with is, are you ready? 

Hebrews 9:27-28 

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 

28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall 
he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 

     Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. Get ye out of Babylon!!! How shall you escape if you 
neglect so great a salvation? 


