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Acts 11: 18-24; “Seeing the Grace of God”, Sermon # 49 in the series –“Laying the 
Foundations”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on August 27th, 2017,  

in the Morning Worship Service. 
 
 

In verse 23 it says that when Barnabas came to Antioch he saw the grace of God.  Is it possible to 
see the grace of God?  Evidently it is, or it would not have been written down for our benefit.  
The next question that we should ask ourselves is this: What does the grace of God look like, if 
you can see it, as Barnabas did?  Well, I think that these verses tell us what that means.  1st of all 
– It means that if you are a Christian, people who know the Lord ought to be able to see your 
repentance. (verse 18)  2nd – It means that if you are a Christian, people who know the Lord 
ought to be able to see your faith – Your turning to the Lord. (verses 19-21)  And 3rd – It means 
that if you are a Christian, people who know the Lord ought to be able to see your perseverance, 
your continuing with the Lord. (verse 22-24)  I pray that as you hear this message that you will 
think about your own life, and your own profession of faith, and make sure that you are a true 
Christian; that you have been savingly brought to Christ, and that your life shows forth the 
evidence of the grace which is at work in your heart, but which others can see as well.   
1st – If you are a Christian, people who know the Lord ought to be able to see your 
repentance. 
       Verse 17 says – “If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?”  “When they heard these things 
they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, ‘Then God has also granted to the Gentiles 
repentance to life.”  What is repentance to life?  This phrase “repentance to life” was used here 
by the believing Jews of the party of the circumcision who were there when the apostle Peter 
came back to Jerusalem after he had preached to Cornelius and his household, and saw them 
saved.  Peter knew that they had been saved, he knew that they had received the words of the 
gospel which he had preached to them concerning Christ, because during the last part of his 
message to them, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, and they began to speak in tongues.  This was 
the evidence of the Holy Spirit’s having worked regeneration in their hearts, and His having 
given them the power to turn from their sins unto God, to receive Christ, and to be made new 
creatures in Christ.   
       This was an amazing proof of the Holy Spirit’s working in them, and it says here that those of 
the circumcision who believed were astonished; as many as came with Peter, because the gift of 
the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles.  Those of the circumcision that heard Peter 
explain what happened that day, when they heard his explanation said – “Then God has also 
granted to the Gentiles repentance to life”.  How did they know that God had granted repentance 
unto life unto these Gentiles?  It was not so much because they had received the ability to speak 
in tongues.  Rather, it was because they knew that they now had the Holy Spirit in their lives, 
and that He would be giving them the power to turn from all of their sins.  They had been moral 
people before they were converted, but now they had Christ, and they would come to know the 
reality of repenting of sins which they found in the minds and hearts as well as their actions.  
They had found Christ through believing in the gospel which Peter preached to them.  They had 
turned from their sins; especially the sin of resting in their own good works for their justification 
before God.  By the works of the law shall no flesh be saved.  (Romans 3: 20)  Cornelius and 
these Gentiles with him who were saved were not trusting in themselves or in the best of their 
works; but in God who gave His only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, as a substitute for 
their sins, so that they could be saved, so that they could live a better life; a life of trust and 
obedience from the heart.   
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        So let us understand that repentance unto life is a grace.  It is not only God granting that His  
favor would be shown to these sinners; it was God’s granting them the spiritual strength and 
enablement to do what was required.  God has commanded that all men everywhere to repent 
and turn to Him, for He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness, 
having furnished proof by raising Him from the dead.  All of God’s commands in relation to 
salvation, both to believe and to repent are heeded and performed by the grace which Christ 
purchased by His death, and which He supplies by His Spirit.  This power to do what is right is 
bestowed upon the unworthy, the undeserving, and the helpless.  It was while we were yet 
sinners that Christ died for us.  It was when we were without strength, that in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.  In the gift of salvation it is the Spirit giving you the power to do what God 
is asking you to do.  It is this power which is bestowed upon you as a gift.  The wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.   
       The obtaining of eternal life comes from believing in the gospel of Jesus Christ for salvation.  
This is granted to the sinner by God, in accordance with His decree of election and 
predestination unto life; that they should receive this grace; this great ability which they never 
had before, to turn from all of their sins, to look to Christ for grace, and to find salvation in Him.  
This granting of spiritual ability to do what God requires, and what He commands, is first given 
when the elect sinner is regenerated in their heart; when they are born from above, when they 
are given life from above by the Holy Spirit.  It takes the power of Christ’s spiritual life in the 
heart of any sinner, to turn from their sins, and to turn to God.  The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism, Question 87 asks – “What is repentance unto life?”  Answer: “Repentance unto life is 
a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of 
God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, 
and endeavor after, new obedience.” 
       Now, let me ask you whether you have received this grace of repentance unto life?  Have you 
experienced a true sense of your sin; the awfulness of your breaking the commandments of 
God’s law; of loving other things or people more than God, and obedience to Him?  Do you see 
the awfulness of your sin and the ruin that it has brought to your life?  Do you see yourself as 
undone by your sin?  Do you see that you have dishonored God by your sins?  Do you see that 
you have hurt other people by your sins?  Do you see that you have not loved God with all of your 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, or your neighbor as yourself?  Do you see that you have had 
other gods besides God?  Do you see that you have at times lied and covered up the truth about 
not keeping the commandments of God; that you have tried to make yourself out to be a better 
person than you really are?  Do you see that you have not remembered the Sabbath Day to keep 
it holy, but you have pursued worldly and material things more than spiritual things on God’s 
holy day?  You have pursued your own pleasures rather than coming to church to hear the word 
of God?   
        I could continue on and on.  I could continue to ask you whether you have honored your 
father and mother by listening to their counsel to you, or are you of a mind to go your own way 
and not listen, when the Bible commands you to listen to them, when they are trying to tell you 
what is the right thing to do, in the sight of God and men?  I could bring up the subject of your 
sinful anger and the murder which lies undiscovered by you in your heart, when you are angry 
with people around you; your own parents or your own children.  Sometimes you are very 
resistant to counsel from those who would like to speak to you about the state of your soul.  I 
could preach to you of the dangers to your soul from your immorality; of your looking upon a 
person to lust for them in your heart, or committing adultery by living with someone or having 
sex with someone, outside of marriage.  I could bring up the sin of stealing, of taking things 
which do not belong to you or of your robbing your employer of the time which you have 
promised to him.  I could make mention of bearing false witness; of not telling the truth about 
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yourself of what you are doing in various situations, or not telling the truth about other people 
so that their reputations are diminished or ruined in the sight of others.  I could tell you of the 
subtlety of covetousness; of how in many thoughts, you want to have what others have, things 
which God has not given you, but He has given them to them, and now you are not satisfied with 
all the good things that He has given to you.   
       Do you now see how very sinful you really are, apart from grace?  Do you realize that unless 
you believe in Jesus Christ, the wrath of God will remain upon you because of these sins, and 
because you have not believed in Christ, and because you really do not want to deal with all of 
these sins?  Now, I think, you begin to see why it takes grace to repent.  It takes God granting 
this mercy, and leading you to turn away from sin.  When you see your utter sinfulness, it is very 
important that you come to have an apprehension (or a spiritual sight) of the mercy of God in 
Christ.  This is where God’s mercy is found – In the Savior of sinners – Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Do you now grieve for your sins?  Do you now hate your sins?  Will you not turn from them to 
God with the full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience?   
       Oh what a blessed thing it is to come to repentance over all of your sins.  When people say – 
you cannot change; I know you, I know what you are like.  You should turn to them, and say to 
them: There is such a thing as repentance.  And I have found it, in coming to Christ, and asking 
Him for grace.  Oh, the joy of true repentance, when with grief and hatred of your sins, you turn 
to God, and ask for the grace to be forgiven and to forsake all of your sins.  This is the repentance 
unto life.  I am saying that this repentance is something which people can see in your life; they 
see the change, the turning away from all that is sinful, all that dishonors God, and all that hurts 
other people.  You become kind, you become gentle and humble, you become joyful because you 
have found peace with God, and you have the power to do what is right.  Sin no longer satisfies 
you, but fellowship with Christ and His people does. 
2nd - If you are a Christian, people who know the Lord ought to be able to see your 
faith – Your turning to the Lord. (verses 19-21) 
       Verse 19 says – “Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews 
only.”  “But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who when they had come to 
Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus.”  “And the hand of the Lord was with 
them and a great number believed and turned to the Lord.”  This was something that was plainly 
seen by the believers in Antioch; people believing in the word as it was being preached, and their 
turning to the Lord in order to begin to do all that He had commanded in His word.  They 
believed in the Lord and they turned to the Lord who had spoken to them in the Scriptures to see 
what they should do next.  They did not go back to living their old life of living for themselves 
and for the sinful pleasures of the world.  They turned to the Lord to be instructed by Him on 
what they should now do, and how they should now live.  Let me ask you whether this is 
something that you have done, and are doing?  These people knew, because they had turned to 
the Lord for the answers of what they should now do with their life, that it would be the right 
thing to do; to join the church there at Antioch.   It would be to right thing to do, to be baptized 
with believer’s baptism.  And, they came to understand this because they had turned to Lord,  
and they were asking Him what they should now do with their life.  No one was forcing them to 
this.  They were being taught by the Lord and they were being led by the Holy Spirit to do this.   
       They found, being guided by the Spirit into the truth of the Scriptures, and by taking counsel 
with the leaders of the church they were attending, that in order to join the church they should 
submit a testimony of their faith; a record of how God showed them this mercy, and brought 
them to see their own sinfulness, and brought them to the place where they believed in the truth 
of the gospel because they saw their need for Christ to save them.  They were willing to write this 
down and submit it to the church.  Or they were willing to speak of their personal dealings with 
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the Lord, how they came to saving faith in Christ.  And they were willing to do this before the 
whole church.  This is called giving a testimony of faith; of how the Lord has had mercy upon 
You, and how you turned to the Lord for all of the answers of how you should now live before 
Him.  Listen to Psalm 66, verses 16-20 – “Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will 
declare what He has done for my soul.”  “I cried to Him with my mouth, and He was extolled 
with my tongue.” “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear.”  “But certainly God 
has heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer.”  “Blessed be God, who has not turned 
away my prayer, nor His mercy from me!”  The life of a true Christian is a life of living in 
thankful obedience to God, and it is a life of continually confessing Christ, and your need of 
Christ.  It is a life of repentance wherever and whenever you find that you have a need to repent. 
And you learn that this is what discipleship is all about; it is turning to Jesus continually for the 
grace to obey His word and keep God’s commandments.  You come to learn and do all of these 
things which glorify God, because you are turning to Him.  Being a Christian is a life of turning 
to the Lord to be instructed and helped; to be instructed and helped in regard to what you 
should do in the thousand situations that you will come into in any given year of your life; all 
through your life as a Christian, you are praying for wisdom.  You are praying to know God’s will 
through study of God’s word, and you are turning to the Lord for His help every day.   
       Your initial turning to Christ becomes a continual turning to Christ for wisdom and strength 
to do God’s will.  This is what the faith of a disciple is, and this is what faith does.  It turns to the 
Lord for salvation from sin, and to be justified, to be declared righteous by His grace.  And then 
faith turns again and again to the Lord Jesus in relation to progressive sanctification, and the 
disciple of Christ says – Lord, what would you have me to do?  Your faith as a Christian is 
engaged to the One who loved you, and gave Himself for you.  Yours is now a life of discipleship; 
of following Jesus Christ in accordance with His word and the commandments which are found 
in it.  This leads me to ask – As a professed Christian, do you study to keep the commandments 
of God?  For if you do not, you are no disciple of His.  For this is what you have been called to do; 
to follow Christ and keep His commandments.  “If you love Me,” Jesus says, “keep My 
commandments.”  “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it 
neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.”    
       This is not legalism.  This is true liberty; to keep the law of liberty, the commandments of 
God by the Spirit of God; trusting in the righteousness of Christ, that He will cleanse you of all of 
your faults and sins, that He will clothe you with His righteous robe, and He will teach you how 
to make progress in holiness, and be consistent in godliness.   This is what you are called to do; 
not to do your own thing, or walk in your own way, or make upon your own Christian life; but to 
be led by God into all the truth.  This is also what this church, this group of believers, is called to 
do.  It is called to make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them after they have believed, 
teaching them to observe, all that Christ has commanded them, and lo, He is with us always, 
even to the end of the age.  (Matthew 28: 18-20) 
       In order to be a disciple of the Lord, a follower of the Lamb, you need to understand that the 
life of a Christian is a life of turning.  Listen to John Gill on the phrase – “and a great number 
believed.”  He says – They believed, not the Gospel only, but in the Christ preached in it, Acts 11: 
20, which was not owing to the force of moral persuasion in the ministers, nor to the power of 
free will in the people, but to the hand or power of the Lord; for the work of faith is not a work of 
man’s will, but of God’s almighty power and grace; and when that is displayed, multitudes 
believe in Christ for righteousness and life: and turned to the Lord; and obeyed his 
commands; see Psalm 119: 59 as a fruit, effect, and consequence of believing in Christ; for not 
first conversion is here intended, which is not man’s work, but God’s, and in which God is the 
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agent, and man is passive; but obedience to the ordinances of Christ, as the fruit of faith, is 
meant.” 
       Let me ask you now, whether you as one who has believed in Christ for salvation, are now 
willing to walk with Christ as your Lord?  Psalm 119, verses 59 and 60 say this: “I thought about 
my ways, and turned my feet to Your testimonies.”  “I made haste, and did not delay to keep 
Your commandments.”  What the Psalmist is saying is – I thought about my ways, whether they 
were right or wrong; where those ways have led me, and what would be the consequences of my 
continuing to walk in them, and I deliberately began to change my ways where I needed to, to 
conform my life and ways to God’s righteous ways and statutes, as they are revealed in His word.  
Is this what you are doing, my friend?   For this is the Christian life, and it is glorifying to God.  
Sometimes people get the wrong idea about what it means to be a Christian.  They think that if 
they are baptized that they are a Christian.  No, a ceremony will not save you.  Baptism does not 
save you, but rather an appeal to God for a good conscience; that He would, through Christ’s 
sacrifice, cleanse you from all sin, day by day and moment by moment, so that you can go on to 
keep God’s commandments.  The Father and the Son are interested in having fellowship with 
you, day by day.  And while walking with the Lord, turning to Him for advice and counsel and 
strength and grace, you go about to do and keep His commandments, He then teaches you many 
valuable things.  
       I hope that you will remember what the apostle Paul said in Acts 26: 18 and following, when 
he was speaking to King Agrippa.  He told King Agrippa what his mission was; what God had 
called him to do as a preacher.  It was “to open people’s eyes and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.”  And then he said – “Therefore, 
King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in 
Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, 
that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.”  This is what God has 
called us to do as well, my beloved brethren.  In doing works befitting repentance we show forth 
our faith in what Christ has done for us, in dying for our sins.  The grace of God is then seen in 
us, and people will come to understand how they should live by observing your righteous 
behavior; the fact that you have changed, and that it is no longer the old you who lives, but 
Christ in you.   
Now 3rd – If you are a Christian, people who know the Lord ought to be able to see 
your perseverance, your continuing with the Lord. (verse 22-24)   
       Verse 22 says – “Then  news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and 
they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.”  “When he came and had seen the grace of God, 
he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the 
Lord.”  “For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.”  “And a great many people 
were added to the Lord.”  In the King James it reads that “he exhorted them all, that with 
purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.”  The news that was heard in Jerusalem was 
that a great many people had turned to the Lord.  And when they heard of this great work of God 
they sent only one person to them; they sent Barnabas.  Why did they send Barnabas?  Because 
they knew that in sending him, they would be sending them a fine example of what a true 
believer is.  A mature believer is interested in bearing fruit unto God and seeing others bear fruit 
unto God.  They are interested primarily in what the grace of God is producing in the lives of 
believers around them.   They aren’t just interested in their own spiritual prosperity, they are 
interested in seeing others spiritually prosper and become useful and fruitful to the Lord.   
      By the way, did you notice what it says about Barnabas; that when he came and he had seen 
the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all?  The grace of God, when it is producing 
such great results in the salvation of souls, and manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit, and the 
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great interest and zeal in following Christ and keeping His commandments, will bring with it – 
Joy.  There is a joy in serving Jesus.  The Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.  Is this what you have in your heart today, dear 
Christian?  Joy?  For the joy of the Lord is your strength.  And to joy and rejoice in the Lord will 
help very much in your persevering in your faith, when you are cleaving to the Lord; when you 
are holding fast to Him.  For in experiencing this joy of seeing what the Lord is doing in the lives 
of other Christians around you, you learn that it is not so important to see things the way that 
the world sees them; that if you are rich, if you are popular, if you are experiencing all the 
passing pleasures of this world, that somehow you have it made.  No, to cleave to the Lord with 
purpose of heart; to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever, this is the most important thing. 
       When you consciously adopt this mindset, because you have seen what the grace of God does 
to produce the results which God is looking for in your life, you will then strive to persevere in 
your faith and you encourage others to do the same; the faith of holding to sound doctrine, and 
the faith of trusting in Christ to supply all of your needs, both material and spiritual.  The faith to 
overcome the world, and the faith that will long to do good works to help other people.  Your 
highest aim will be to bring glory to the King of Kings by the way that you live.  Notice that 
Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith.  How does that take place that a 
person becomes full of the Holy Spirit and faith?  He becomes that way by consciously striving to 
do the good and to shun the evil.  He does not turn aside to the right hand or the left in the focus 
of His life.  The focus of his life is to please the Lord.   
       He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.”  “And he who loves 
Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” (John 14: 21)   
The more that you strive to keep the commandments of God, by the grace of Christ, the closer 
you will be drawing to Christ.  Christ’s love is constant towards you, but He will manifest 
Himself more and more in and by the influences of the Holy Spirit when you are lovingly going 
about to do His will and seek to keep His commandments.  This is a principle of truth that you 
can count on.  It is not as though you will not face trials, or opposition by evil men, or the attacks 
of Satan, for attempting to consistently live a godly life.  In the world you will have tribulation, 
but be of good cheer, for Christ has overcome the world. (John 16: 33) But by cleaving to the 
Lord, you will be able to persevere through all of those difficult things and even rejoice that you 
have been counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. (Acts 5: 41)  But how good it is when 
you realize that God, through the grace of Christ, is the One who is sustaining and upholding you 
in your faith, and teaching you how you might be more like Barnabas, to be a good person, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, a son or daughter of encouragement to believers around you, one who is  
persevering in your faith.   
   
        


