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[082717-1] Luke Series, Luke 9, vss 46-50, The Ambition and Exclusiveness of the 
Apostles – Craig Thurman 
 
Synoptic gospels: Lk. 9.46-50; Mt. 18.1-14; Mk.9.33-50 
 
Following right on the heels of Christ’s transfiguration, the difficulty the disciples 
came into when they were unable to cast out the devil from a certain young man, 
the continued unbelief of the masses, and Christ’s reference to His coming death, 
Jesus came to Capernaum for the last time.  While here some of the tax collectors 
asked Peter whether his master paid tribute or not.  This marks that famous 
occasion when Jesus directs Peter to go to the sea of Galilee and cast in a hook,  
and the first fish caught would have the piece of money which would be sufficient 
to pay the tribute price for the both of them.  (cf. Mt.17.24-27)  
 
The Lord and His disciples are met with constant questions, objections and 
arguments everywhere they have gone through Galilee.  In the text of Lk.9.46-50, 
the disciples argue between themselves. That argument concerns which of them 
should be greatest among them in the kingdom of God. 
 
The time of our lesson today will not be spent dwelling on this point that I am 
about to make.  And that is this: 
 
It is recorded twice in Scripture that the apostles argued among themselves over 
this point. If I might use the words of our Lord Jesus, from our last lesson, Let 
these sayings sink down into your ears … .  Both times this argument came up 
immediately after Jesus related to them that His death was imminent. 
 

Lu 9:44  Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall 
be delivered into the hands of men. 
45  But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they 
perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying. 
46  Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be 
greatest.   

 
Lk.22. 22  And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe 
unto that man by whom he is betrayed! 
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23  And they began to enquire among themselves, which of them it was that 
should do this thing. 
24  And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be 
accounted the greatest. (Mt. 20.20, 21; Mk.10.35) 

 
Though Scripture records that the disciples did not understand the things that 
Jesus said concerning His death, there is a relationship between Christ’s 
revelation of His death and the disciples arguing about which of them should be 
the greater. There is an undeniable anxiety in them, whether they know it or not. 
And if they were anxious then, it is very likely that the disciples of each little flock 
of Christ will be the same when they contemplate or come into the real 
experience of losing their pastor whether by death or for any other reason. (This 
is a very difficult time for two of the churches that we have been close to for 
many years: particularly so today, August 27, 2017.)  
  
Mk.9.33  And he came to Capernaum:  
46  Then there arose                                     a reasoning among them,  
                           came, eἰσῆλθεν, 3ps. aor. 

 
reasoning, διαλογισμὸς, a subjective case noun, dia<, among, by, by 

reason of, therefore, through +  logismo<j, KJV, thoughts, 

imaginations; διαλογισμὸς, KJV, thoughts, imaginations, doubtful, 
disputings; perhaps with the Gr. preposition dia, it carries the idea of 

casting this thought about, or thinking this thought in the privacy of 
their heads and hearts, and publically among themselves. 

 
A dispute.  The disciples began to argue. This occasion is not cited to justify 
the dispute.  This is a historical account of their experience from which we 
can receive good instruction.  Be it right or wrong, there were instances 
that these brethren argued.  There are times for arguing and there are 
times for being quiet.  But anger should rarely become a part of the 
argument. Almost without exception, as soon as anger enters the 
discussion is ended. 
 

Pr 14:17  He that is soon [shortly, rcaqA, qa-tsar] angry dealeth 

foolishly … 
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[the argument being] 
which of them should be greatest. 
Mk.9.33 … and being in the house 

 
This argument was doomed from the start.  There is no spiritual way to 
argue for greatness. 
 
John Gill wrote: 
 

‘Now, what they wanted to be satisfied in was, who should be 
advanced to the post highest in that kingdom next to the Messiah; 
and, as they doubted not but it would fall on one of them, to have 
the most honourable post, and the place of the greatest trust, they 
were desirous of knowing who it should be.’ Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments, vol. 7, p.200, John Gill 
 

46 Εἰσῆλθεν δὲ διαλογισμὸς ἐν αὐτοῖς τὸ τίς ἂν εἴη μείζων αὐτῶν 
 

47  And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart,  
 

thought, διαλογισμὸν, now in the accusative case; one subject with 
which everyone was involved.  

 
Mk.9.33 … he asked them,  
What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 
34  But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the 
greatest. 
35  And he sat down, and called the twelve, 
Mt.18.1 ¶  At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven? 
Mk.9.35 … and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of 
all. 
 

Natural means contradicts spiritual means.  In the world, those who desire to be first will strive 
to be first and are usually rewarded with the highest positions.  So pride is reward because it is 
the order or rule of this world.  That is all that the disciples had ever seen both in government 
and in the religious orders of the day.   
 

Mt.23.2  Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: 
… 
6  And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 
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7  And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 
 
But in genuine Christian service, in the government of God, the only true theocracy, those who 
will naturally desire to be first will be rejected and made last of all.  The humble receive His 
favor.  God orders His kingdom so; not man. 
 

Jas 4:6  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble. 

 
Disciples of Christ are called servants and brethren, and they have one Lord.  And servants 
should not desire to be called master or leader.   
 

Mt.23.8  But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are 
brethren. 
 

master, kaqhghth<j, kata< down, by + h[ge<omai to govern, count, 

esteem; v. 10, master. 
 

9  And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 
10  Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. 
11  But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 
12  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself 
shall be exalted. (By the world, no; by the Lord, yes.) 

 
Mt.18.2  And Jesus called a little child unto him,  

took a child, and set him by him, 
Mt.18.2 … in the midst of them, 
Mk.9.36 … and when he had taken him in his arms,  

 
47 ὁ δὲ Ἰησοῦς ἰδὼν τὸν διαλογισμὸν τῆς καρδίας αὐτῶν ἐπιλαβόμενος 
παιδίου, ἔστησεν αὐτὸ παρ᾽ ἑαυτῷ 
 

48  And said unto them,  
Mt.18.3  … Verily I say unto you, Except ye                be converted,  
                                                                             [should] 
 

ye be converted, strafh?te, 2ppl. aor. subj. pass. of stre<fw; KJV, turn, turn again, 

convert, turn about, turn back; subjunctive verb also expresses a weak future tense. 
 

and                       become as little children,  
          [should] 
 

become, ge<nhsqe, 2ppl. aor. subj. of gi<nomai, to be. 
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Not meaning that they should act childishly, foolishly, and immaturely; but they should act as 
children which act reverently towards those who have the authority over then and the charge of 
their care. 
  
little children, paidi<a, acc. pl. of paidi<on, cf. pai?j: a term used with reference to children two 

years and younger (Mt.2.16), and of those who could be considered young adults (Acts 20.12), 
and even is applied to our Lord Jesus in His 30’s (Mt.12.18).  The application of this Greek word 
is always to those who fall under the care and authority of others. 

 
[if you’re not converted and become as little children] 
ye      shall      not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
       [should] 
 

ye shall … enter, ei]se<lqhte, 2ppl. aor. subj. of ; ei]se<rxomai, to come into. 

 
This word, converted, the Lord Jesus directed to his disciples, v.3, Verily I san unto you, Except ye 
be converted. (v.1)  In John’s gospel, chapter 3, the Lord spoke to Nicodemas concerning the 
ability to enter the kingdom,  
 

Joh 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter (that is, hasn’t the ability or capacity as he is apart 
from the new birth, to enter) into the kingdom of God. 
 

In this text of Matthew 18, Jesus instructs the disciples to be turned in their thinking.  They are 
to turn their thinking from the natural mind and way of doing things to the spiritual mind and 
way of doing things: except ye be [should be, subjunctive verb] converted, turned about … ye 
shall [should] not enter into the kingdom of God.  It is my opinion that this means that no one of 
these disciples/apostles should (subjunctive mood verb) enter into the kingdom, though they are 
in it, apart from having a right mind-set as proper executors.  The question is, Which one of 
them was the greater of the other?  Jesus answers this by saying that it is the one which has 
child-like subordination to Christ.  This one is the greater in the kingdom of God.  This is the one 
which best conveys to others the spirit of Christ. 
 
We might argue the issue of how one comes into the kingdom, but I don’t think any one of us 
would deny that these disciples are in the kingdom.  The kingdom of God has one Lord and 
Master, that is Jesus Christ.  Everyone else is His subject.  All subjects are brethren and servants.  
The kingdom is for servants, not lords and masters.  Those who desire to be lords and masters 
are dysfunctional subjects in the kingdom.  In the time to come it will be the Father’s judgment 
to set some in superior positions in the kingdom. 
 

Mt 20:23  And he saith unto them … to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine 
to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 
 

4  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

shall humble, tapeinw<s^, 3ps. aor. subj. of tapeino<w, KJV, to humble, abase, bring 

low. 
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Mt 23:12  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall 
humble himself shall be exalted. 

 
greatest, mei<zwn, comparative, greater 

 
(v.48 cont.)     δέξηται 
Whosoever shall receive  
 

shall receive, δέξηται, 3ps. aor. subj. of de<xomai 

 
        παιδίον                          δέχεται                                                 δέξηται 
this   child   in my name    receiveth      me: and whosoever shall receive me  
  (this child, meaning, someone that is like this kind of child) 
 

receiveth, δέχεται, 3ps. pres. ind. of de<xomai 

 
 δέχεται 
receiveth him that sent me: for he that is least among you all, the same shall be 
great. 
 

The disciples were to receive those that came in the name of Christ. 
 
Mt.10.40  He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth 
me receiveth him that sent me. 
 

de<xomai, KJV, receive, take, accept; properly, it is to 

receive what is presented as opposed to taking what is 
not; so the notion of force or compulsion is lacking. 
 

41  He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive 
a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the 
name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward. 
42  And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a 
cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, 
he shall in no wise lose his reward. (It is implied in each of these cases 
that they have come in the name of Christ.) 
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Those that come in the name of Christ should be received into our care. We 
are our brother’s keeper.  The spirit of Cain rejects the brotherly care of 
others.  When one has recently come to the faith of Christ I should be a 
help and an example of Christ.  I should encourage growth in grace and the 
knowledge of Christ; my interest should be to teach them how to withstand 
against the Adversary and temptation and to endure trial.  When my 
brother is older or more matured than I, I can support him as he leads in 
the way of Christ.  We should never lord over the faith of others.  We must 
allow for the free exercise of faith in the members of Christ.  Paul said as 
much to the Corinthians.   
 

2Co 1: 23  Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to 
spare (forbear, refrain from being overbearing to) you I came not as 
yet unto Corinth. 
24  Not for that (for that, the Gr. o!ti, because) we have dominion 

over your faith (not because we lord over your faith), but are helpers 
of your joy: for by faith ye stand. 

 
48 καὶ εἶπεν αὐτοῖς Ὃς ἐὰν δέξηται τοῦτο τὸ παιδίον ἐπὶ τῷ ὀνόματί μου 
ἐμὲ δέχεται καὶ ὃς ἐὰν ἐμὲ δέξηται δέχεται τὸν ἀποστείλαντά με ὁ γὰρ 
μικρότερος ἐν πᾶσιν ὑμῖν ὑπάρχων οὗτός ἐσται μέγας 
 

49  And John answered and said,  
 

At this point, while there seems to be a change in the topic under 
discussion they will be brought around full-circle to this subject again.  But 
even then the issue of greatness is far from settled among the disciples. It 
will be the cause of offense to the most of them, at a most crucial time, in 
the night that our Lord was betrayed.  (cf. Mt.20.20; Mk.10.35)  Brethren, I 
think that the Bible bears this truth out, that the body is particularly 
vulnerable to various attacks when it is under the stress of corporate trial.  

 
Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name; 
 

master, e]πιστάτα, only used by Luke (5.5; 8.24, 45; 9.33, 49, 17.13); 

LXX, superintendent, task-master. 
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and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us. 
 

we forbad, ἐκωλύσαμεν, 1ppl. aor. ind. of kwlu<w; (cf. v.50, Forbid him 

not…) 
 

Meaning that the disciples, as a matter of historical fact, simply, (KJV) 
forbid, hindered, not suffered, withstood this one for doing this work 
without being a part of them. There is nothing to suggest that the disciples 
resorted to measures beyond this verbal prohibition to compel him to 
cease.   
 

A warning when reading the writings of other brethren:   
Most resort to using Greek texts that depart from the Received Text 
(or the Traditional Text).  It requires extra diligence on our part to 
keep ourselves from these texts so that we are not influenced against 
the truth of God’s Word. In this case A. T. Robertson has applied an 
alternative reading of the text which leads us to a different 
conclusion.  

 
Here the alternate reading supplies the verb in the imperfect tense. 
This changes the dynamic of the statement considerably.  The 
imperfect tense ‘… draws the picture. It helps you to see the course 
of the act.  It passes before the eye the flowing stream of history. … 
The imperfect denotes an incomplete action, one that is in its course, 
and is not yet brought to its intended accomplishment.’  A Manual of 
the Greek New Testament, Dana & Mantey, p.186, 187.  Where the 
aorist on the other hand ‘tells the simple story … merely states its 
occurrence.’ ibid.   

 
So, the imperfect tense of the verb could lead us to err because our 
forbidding such an one could be interpreted as needing to be an 
ongoing act. This behavior would be nothing short of a justification 
for churches to persecute others which disagree with them.  This is 
never taught in Scripture!!!  Rather, the aorist verb would have us 
state the objection and leave him to his own end.  The right thing for 
Christ’s disciples to do from this time and forward would be to warn 
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others away from this man and his error. But the alternative Greek 
reading would have us do otherwise. 

 
This unaffiliated man confused the disciples, and to be honest, he confuses 
me.  It is not the norm; it is the exception to what we see as a general, 
biblical rule. 

 
‘The man was doing the Master’s work in the Master’s name and 
with the Master’s power, but did not run with the group of the 
Twelve.’  Word Pictures in the New Testament, A. T. Robertson, vol. 
2, p.138 
 

There are inexplicable persons that do what is right in the name of Christ, 
but they are not a part of us.  While we might not support it with our 
means, we should not condemn or forbid it either.   
 
49 Ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ Ἰωάννης εἶπεν Ἐπιστάτα εἴδομέν τινα ἐπὶ τῷ ὀνόματί 
σου ἐκβάλλοντα τά δαιμόνια καὶ ἐκωλύσαμεν αὐτὸν ὅτι οὐκ ἀκολουθεῖ 
μεθ᾽ ἡμῶν 

 
50  And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not:  
                                                     imperative/commandment 
 

forbid him not, κωλύετε, 2ppl. pres. imper. act. of kwlu<w; cf. vs.49. 

 
Mk.9.39 … for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 

lightly, taxu<, adv. of taxu<j; the adv. is tss. in the KJV, lightly (1), quickly (12);  perhaps 

meaning briefly, speedily, suddenly, the incidental, spontaneous speech.   

This man which does such a thing has a serious regard for Christ. 

γὰρ                            καθ᾽                        ὑπὲρ 
for he that is not against us is              for          us. 
                                                              in behalf of  
                                                                    Mk.9.40 … on our part. 
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Lu 11:23  He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not 
with me scattereth.  (Such persons are antagonistic to the work of Christ 
and His people.) 
 

There are more genuine believers and churches than just those named 
among the Baptists churches, and there are false professors in every group.  
The phenomenon today is that there are increasingly more false Baptist 
churches.   

 
Let us not oppose those who, just because they are not a part of us, are 
doing Christ’s work.  This man evidently went his way and the Lord and his 
disciples continued on theirs.  (Remember Apollos, Acts 18.24-28? Aquilla 
and Prisca didn’t oppose him or forbid him,  but they did help him 
understand better the Way of God more perfectly.)  This certainly does not 
promote the spirit of ecumenicalism. That we know of the two, the Lord 
Jesus and His disciples and this man, never actually worked together.  Two 
things I’d say at this point: 
 

1. Do not forbid others from acting according to the dictates of their 
conscience.  And, 
 
2.  This was an exception to the rule.  This was not the general way 
things were done.  It is the norm to find those who are doing the 
work of Christ to be easily detected by the Word of God. 

 
Following the disciples’ meeting this man, the gospel of Mark continues … 
And so the disciples are brought to consider the little one. 
 

Mk.9.41 ¶  For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, 
verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 
 

The rule stands, Lu 6:31  And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.  
We should receive and not forbid those who do the works of Christ, though they are not a part 
of us.  And those who in turn do the same to us also receive a reward for receiving us. 

 
42  And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 
                                                   Mt.18.6 … and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 
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The question that we should ask is, In what way could we offend one of these little ones?  The 
offense comes as result of forbidding such persons from doing those things that they do in the 
name of Christ.  By Mt. 18.6 the offense would be to discourage the least of the believers from 
doing the works of Christ. 
 

Mt.18.7 ¶  Woe unto the world because of offences! (Why?  Because they so oppose Christ and His 
children and what they do!)  for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man (whoever he 
might be, whether believer or unbeliever) by whom the offence cometh! 
 

(The account of Matthew will combine both hand and foot, then refer to the eye; Mark’s 
account will address one at a time; first, the hand, then, the foot, and finally the eye.) 
 

Mt.18.8  Wherefore if thy                         hand or thy foot offend thee,  
                                             [dear disciple] 
 

Perhaps meaning, the things that I do or how I do them, or the places I go, or the way that I go 
offends me because I know that I am offending others.   

 
cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed,  
 

Does this mean literally to cut off the hands or the feet.  I apply this in the sense that I should 
cut off those occasions in my life which causes me to be an offense to others.  I think as 
Christians mature in Christ they cut off more and more opportunity from their lives which would 
cause others to become offended.  By putting away things which cause offense to others we can 
encourage the little ones to follow on with Christ, as opposed to discouraging them.  And it is 
these who really are among the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, is it not? 

 
rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. 
Mk.9.43 … into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 
44  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
 

Is the Lord threatening His elect with eternal punishment?  Such a threat would contradict the 
eternal love of God for His elect.  In my opinion there are at least two possibilities for 
interpreting this text. 
 
First, the pronoun their in verse 44 suggests a separation from Christ and those in eternal 
punishment.  So whoever these are they were never of His elect.  Otherwise, to be consistent 
with the context, Jesus should have something to the effect of, where your worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.  But He didn’t say that.  Therefore the statement could be interpreted 
to mean,  
 

‘It is better for me as a child of God to curtail my life so that I do not unnecessarily 
offend Christ’s little ones, than it will be for those unregenerates, who for the same kind 
of offense suffer the everlasting torments of hell.’  

 
Or, second,  Mk.9.43-48, and this is probably the best and correct application, implies that there 
will be some unbelieving among the number (of whom we know there is one: Judas)  Therefore, 
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it is true that eternal punishment can be applied generally to this group of disciples.  In other 
words, our fruits will manifest the reality of our standing before God or not.  Those who live in 
light of these little ones, desiring to live without offending them, are the proper subjects of the 
kingdom.  Otherwise these should not be a part of it, and will be removed from their fictitious 
position in it in due time.  
 
One part of the Christian life is self-denial.   
 

Lu 9:23  And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me. 

 
Self-denial is good for me; it is good for my brother; and it is good for the witness of Christ.  And 
those who live so shall be rewarded for their sacrifices.  I’m not sure that there is a better way of 
showing love for Christ and all of the people of God in this world that by learning to live without 
offense.  
 

Phl.1.9 ¶  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge 
and in all judgment; 
10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 
offence till the day of Christ; 
11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God. 

 
Mt.18.9  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee 
to enter into life with one eye,    
 

Notice … the parallel to entering into the kingdom: again, with aright mind-set, cf. Lk.9.48 
(subtext, Mt.18.4), ‘entering into life with one eye’ or synonymously …                               
 

Mk.9.47 … to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye … 
Mt.18.9 …rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. 
Mk.9.48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
 
Mt.18.10  Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones (rather than despise, receive); for I say 
unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
11  For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 
12  How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave 
the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 
13  And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety 
and nine which went not astray. 
 

And what should we do?  Christ came to save the lives of His people.  That means that He came 
not only to save their souls from eternal destruction, which He most certainly did, but He came 
to save them as they live in this world to the glory of God. 

 
14  Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 
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That is, to perish in their souls or in their living. 
  
A study of synoptic gospels on this topic nearly complete. Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven but those who are as little children which seek not promotion and a seat of authority 
(and all that that involves); they receive others of Christ’s; they do not forbid them from the 
work of Christ; they live as best they can without offense, desirous to see every believer live for 
the glory of God. 
  
So, now the gospel of Mark adds two more verses. 

 
Mk.9.49  For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. 
50  Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it?  
 

Every child of God will undergo a salting of testing, purging, and purification.   And every 
sacrifice made has in it a saltness of grace to help others.  Salt is a type for grace. 
 

Col 4:6  Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how 
ye ought to answer every man. 

 
Heb 12:28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 
29  For our God is a consuming fire. 
 

As there is no salt substitute, and there is no substitution for grace.  What are the things that we 
do without grace? 

 
Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another. 
 

Live so that grace abounds in our lives.  I live at all times in the shadow of the truth of the 
unmerited, loving favor of God upon me. And all that I do should correspond to that reality.  
Who will be the greatest in the kingdom of God but those who will live in the light of the grace 
of God.  Particularly in this text today we are warned against these two things:  wrongful 
ambition and our exclusiveness of others not with us.  We need to give this good, prayerful, 
thought. 

 
50 καὶ εἶπεν πρὸς αὐτὸν ὁ Ἰησοῦς Μὴ κωλύετε ὃς γὰρ οὐκ ἔστιν καθ᾽ ἡμῶν 
ὑπὲρ ἡμῶν ἐστιν 
 

 


