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Chapter 17 of the 1689 Confession of Faith: “Of The Perseverance of the Saints”, 
Session # 4, “The Certainty of Perseverance”, Presented by Pastor 

Paul Rendall in the Adult Sunday School, on August 27th, 2017. 
 
 
Paragraph 2 – This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon 
the immutability of the decree of election, (d) flowing from the free and unchangeable love of 
God the Father, upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ (e) and union 
with him, the (f) oath of God, the abiding of his Spirit, and the (g) seed of God within them, and 
the nature of the (h) covenant of grace; from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility 
thereof. 
 
(d)Romans 8:30; 9:11,16; (e)Romans 5:9-10; John 14:19; (f)Hebrews 6:17-18; (g) 1st Jo 3:9; (h) 
Jeremiah 32:40 
 
Chapter 9 - Of Free Will 
1. God hath endued the will of man with that natural liberty and power of acting upon choice, that it is a)neither 
forced, nor by any necessity of nature determined to do good or evil.  
(a  Matthew 17:12; James 1:14; Deuteronomy 30: 19 
 
2. Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom and power to will and to do that b)which was good and well-pleasing 
to God, but yet c)was mutable, so that he might fall from it.  
 
b) Ecclesiastes 7:29; c) Genesis 3:6) 
 
3. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost d)all ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying 
salvation; so as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, e)and dead in sin, is not able by his own 
strength to f)convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto. d)  Rom 5:6, 8:7; e) Ephesians 2: 1,5    f) Titus 3:3-5; 
John 6:44 
 
4. When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, g)he freeth him from his natural bondage 
under sin, and by his grace alone enables him h)freely to will and to do that which is spiritually good; yet so as that 
by reason of his i)remaining corruptions, he doth not perfectly, nor only will, that which is good, but doth also will 
that which is evil.  
 
g)  Col 1:13; Joh 8:36;    h) Philippians 2:13;    i) Rom 7:15,18-19,21,23) 
 
5 This will of man is made k)perfectly and immutably free to good alone in the state of glory only.  
 
k) Ephesians 4:13   
 
Spurgeon on Free Will from Ephesians 1: 7 – The Glory of His Grace – “Now we will speak of grace in its 
triumphs. It is a strange thing that love should he a warrior, and that grace should fight; but when grace came to 
make us gracious, it found us graceless, and averse to grace. The door was shut when Jesus came, though his hand 
and heart were open.  Jesus himself burst open the door, and stormed the passage into the heart of man. When 
mercy comes to bless, it finds us bent to curse. We will not receive the proffered boon; we reject the mercy, and 
grace must overcome our will. It must lead us captives in silken bonds, or otherwise it cannot bless us. Man, while 
his will is free, is graceless; it is only when his will is bound by fetters of sovereign grace that he is gracious at all. If 
there be such a thing as free-will, Luther truly hit the mark when he called free-will a slave. It is only our will in 
bonds that is truly free. Our will constrained, then ranges at liberty; when grace binds it, then indeed is it free, and 
only then, when the Son has made it free.” 
 
The Immutability of the Decree of Election: 

Romans 8: 28-30 – “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purpose.”  “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”  “Moreover 
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whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified.”   
 
Romans 9: 11 and 16 – “ “For the children not yet being born, nor having done anything good or evil, 
that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls, it was said 
to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger.”  “So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but 
of God who shows mercy.” 
 
Flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father, upon the efficacy (the 
power to produce the effect intended)of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ:  
 
Romans 5: 9-10 – “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him.”  “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His 
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”    
 
Union with Him –  
John 14: 19 – “A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me.”  “Because I 
live, you will live also.”   
 
The Oath of God –  
 
Hebrews 6:17-18 – “Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the 
immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is 
impossible for God to like, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the 
hope set before us.”   
 
The abiding of his Spirit, and the (g) seed of God within them –  
 
1st John 3: 9 – “Whosoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he 
cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” 
 
The Nature of the Covenant of Grace –  
 
Jeremiah 32: 40 – “And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from 
doing them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from Me.” 
 
Paragraph 3 - And though they may, through the temptation of Satan and of the world, the 
prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of means of their preservation, fall 
into grievous i)sins, and for a time continue therein j), whereby they incur k)God’s displeasure 
and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to have their graces and l)comforts impaired, have their hearts 
hardened, and their consciences wounded, m hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal 
judgments n)upon themselves, yet shall they renew their repentance and be preserved through 
faith in Christ Jesus 
to the end. 
 
2nd – The Gift of the Holy Spirit to every believer insures that they will persevere 
throughout their Christian life, even though fighting against indwelling sin, and 
temptations of the Devil.  
 
Ephesians 1: 13 and 14 – “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
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promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory.”  
 
Romans 8:12-17 – “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors – not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father”.  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, 
if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”  
 
Spurgeon on Perseverance –THE FINAL PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS. NO. 1361 

DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, JUNE 24TH, 1877, “First we argue the 
perseverance of the saints, most distinctly from the nature of the life which is imparted at 
regeneration. What saith Peter concerning this life? (1 Peter 1:23.) He speaks of the people of 
God as “being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth forever.” The new life which is planted in us when we are born again is 
not like the fruit of our first birth, for that is subject to mortality, but it is a divine principle, 
which cannot die nor be corrupt; and, if it be so, then he who possesses it must live forever, 
must, indeed, be evermore what the Spirit of God in regeneration has made him. So in 1 John 
3:9 we have the same thought in another form. “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; 
for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” That is to say, the 
bent of the Christian’s life is not towards sin. It would not be a fair description of his life that he 
lives in sin; on the contrary, he fights and contends against sin, because he has an inner 
principle which cannot sin. The new life sinneth not; it is born of God, and cannot transgress; 
and though the old nature warreth against it, yet doth the new life so prevail in the Christian that 
he is kept from living in sin. Our Savior, in his simple teaching of the gospel to the Samaritan 
woman, said to her (John 4:13), “Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again; but 
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” Now, if our Savior 
taught this to a sinful and ignorant woman, at his first interview with her, I take it that this 
doctrine is not to be reserved for the inner circle of full-grown saints, but to be preached 
ordinarily among the common people, and to be held up as a most blessed privilege. If you 
receive the grace which Jesus imparts to your souls, it shall be like the good part which Mary 
chose, it shall not be taken away from you; it shall abide in you, not as the water in a cistern, but 
as a living fountain springing up unto everlasting life.” 
 
 
 
 


