
History of the Reformation 
Jan Hus 

Luther at Leipzig 
 In 1519, at Leipzig, in the debate with John Eck, when accused of espousing the doctrines of the 

heretic Jan Hus, Martin Luther replied, “Ja, Ich bin ein Hussite” 
 Though previously, Luther had distanced himself from the Czech reformer, it was the first time 

that he actually acknowledged the nearness of his views to the Czech pastor 
 Who, then, is Jan Hus? 

o Preacher 
o Academic 
o Forerunner of the Reformation 

 Attacked the authority of the Roman Church 
 Attacked the very foundation of the Church 

Life of Hus 
 Born about 1372 in Husinec in Southwest Bohemia (Czech Republic) 

o “Goose town” 
o Jan of Husinec – later shortened to Jan Huss 

 Poor family, humble 
 Supported himself by singing and working in the Church 

o “I joined the church to get out of poverty” 
o Excelled in his studies 
o Earned privilege of attending University of Prague 

 1393 – Bachelor of Arts 
 1396 – Master of Arts 
 1400/01 – Ordained to the priesthood 
 1402 – Preacher, never finished his Doctorate 

Background 
 Kingdom of Bohemia  

o Name given by the conquering Romans 
o Part of the Holy Roman Empire 
o Emperor Sigismond son of Charles IV 

 Born in Nuremburg 
o King Wenceslaus IV 

 Brother of Sigismond 
 University of Prague 

o Est. 1348 
o Seal – HR Emperor Charles IV bowing before Saint Wenceslas, patron saint of Bohemia 
o 1390’s – ethnic factions 

 Faculty – 3 to 1 Germans 
 Students – more than 50% Czech  

Bethlehem Chapel 
 1402 – Hus became preacher at Bethlehem Chapel 
 Bethlehem Chapel 

o Non-parochial church (somewhat independent) 
o Only church in Prague to preach in the Czech language 

 “Lay Preacher” 
o Preached to the common people in their language 
o Later, Zwingli would do the same in Zurich 
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 Hus’s preaching was popular, inspiring and practical 
o Began preaching reform of a corrupt church 

 Elected Rector of the University 
o King Wenceslaus ordered Univ of Prague reorganized to reflect its population 
o German faculty and students left and started the University of Leipzig 

 
Hus introduced to Wycliffe 

 Hus became a focal point of Czech nationalism 
o Czech language becomes more standardized 
o Hus – translates books into Czech 

 University students studying in England bring Wycliffe’s works to Bohemia 
o Hus becomes influenced by Wycliffe’s philosophy of Realism 
o Wycliffe’s religious thought begins to influence  

 1408/09 – Hus begins to “run afoul” of Catholic Bishop of Prague 
o Preaching against simony not popular with bishops who bought their office 
o Some of Hus’s teaching condemned 
o Even though Hus did not follow Wycliffe 100% 

Roman Catholic Background 
 1378 – 2 competing popes (French pope and Roman pope) 
 1409 – Council of Pisa elects 3rd pope 

o To replace popes in Rome and Avignon who refuse to resign 
o John XXIII succeeds Alexander 
o King of Bohemia switches allegiance to new pope 

 John XXIII condemns Hus 
o To insure Lollardism does not take hold in Bohemia 
o Hus refuses to surrender his Wycliffe books to be burned 
o Archbishop of Prague condemns Hus (disobedience) 
o Czechs begin studying more closely Hus’s teaching 

 1410 – John XXIII bans preaching in private chapels 
Indulgences 

 1411 – John XXIII issues another crusading indulgence offer 
o $ needed to finance army against other popes 
o Indulgences – plenary (full) pardon for all   penance owed 

 Hus attacks the sale of indulgences 
o “If the church has power over purgatory, then why doesn’t it just forgive sins for Christ’s 

sake?” 
o Just like Luther 100 years later 

 1412 – Hus excommunicated again 
o This time as a heretic 

 Riots in Prague over indulgences 
o “Taxing the poor to support the rich” 
o “Czech money to finance Italian projects” 

Hus leaves Prague 
 1412 – Pope places a “ban” on Prague 

o No baptisms, weddings, burials as long as Hus is supported 
 Jan Hus leaves Bethlehem Chapel 

o Into the countryside, as self-imposed exile 
o Preaching in Czech to large crowds 

 Only serves to propel Hussites onto the national stage 
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o The movement makes rapid gains 
 1413 – Hus writes De Ecclesia (On the Church) 

o What the church ought to be 
o The Church is without error 

 The Church Triumphant 
 Not the Church Militant (visible) 

o Everyone in the Visible Church is not necessarily in the True Church 
 Hus’s teaching on the Eucharist 
 Hus on the Eucharist 

o Wycliffe 
 Attacked transubstantiation – the elements become the real presence of Christ 

o Medieval Church 
 Lay folks could get the bread 
 Only clergy could drink the wine 

o Doctrine of Utraquist 
 Both bread and wine to lay people 

Council of Constance 
 Emperor Sigismond gets tired of religious problems 

o 3 popes 
o Hus 
o Muslim pressure from southeast 

 Calls for a resolution of both 
o Ecumenical Council at Constance in southern Germany 

 Hus (ordered there)  asks for safe conduct 
o Asks to be able to address assembly about his teachings 
o Granted (sort of)  

 Safe conduct pass arrives late 
 Does not guarantee ability to address 

 After 1 month, Hus arrested 
o Many hearings 
o Not allowed to address his views 
o Required to “just answer yes or no” 

 Hus actually becomes very sick in prison 
o Moved from place to place 

 July 1415 
o Condemned 
o Placed before the assembly 
o Stripped of all priestly garments 
o Paper miter placed on his head 

 6 July 1415 
o Burned at the stake 

 Other decisions at Constance 
o Resolution of 3 pope problem 
o Wycliffe condemned 

 ordered to be dug up and bones burned 
Aftermath 

 Bohemia 
o National affront – lied to by Holy Roman Emperor 
o Powder keg explodes  
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 Hussite league becomes militarized 
o And very well organized 

 1418 – Martin V calls for a crusade against the Hussites 
o Not successful 

 1419 – Defenestration – “Out the Window” 
o Catholic rulers literally thrown out the window 
o Seen throughout Prague history – 1948, 2004 

 NOTE:  any time Czech invaded (Nazi, Russian) 
o Hus is used as a national symbol of resistance  

 1420 – 1431 – 5 papal crusades against the Hussites 
o None successful 

 1431 
o King of Bohemia allows Hussites and Catholics to worship according to their own 

conscience 
 Inter Hussite factions 

o Utraquists – moderate Hussites 
o Taborists – radical millennilists 

 Communist (redistribution of wealth) 
 Anarchistic 
 “free love” 

 1434 – Utraquists win 
Hussite Influence 

 Within Bohemia 
o Inconsequential theologically 
o Theology not well developed  

 Except 100 years later – Luther  
o “Ich bin ein Hussite” 
o Spoken at University of Leipzig debate 
o NOT – “Ich bin ein Lollard” 

 Hus – becomes a national martyr 
o A national hero 

 1999  
o Pope John Paul II apologizes 
o “deep regret” for the death of Jan Hus 


