
Isaiah 1:1  The Lord is Salvation 

Through Isaiah, God spoke authoritatively and insightfully into the life of the kingdom of Judah, warning of spiritual 

declension and promising final redemption. 

Because God’s Word continues to speak with authority and insight into your life, you do well to listen to it. 

God’s Word carries God’s authority over you. 

 V. 1a “vision” = divine revelation (cf. 1 Sam 3:1; 9:9) 

 Divine Prerogative (exclusive right): Cf. Isaiah 6:8 “And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, 

and who will go for us?’  Then I said, ‘Here am I!  Send me.’”; Isaiah 1:20 “. . . for the mouth of the LORD has 

spoken”; Isaiah 8:11 “For the LORD spoke thus to me with His strong hand upon me . . .”; Isaiah 10:24 

“Therefore thus says the LORD God of hosts . . .” 

 Divine Power: Isaiah 55:5-13 “. . . [My Word] shall not return to Me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 

purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. . . .” 

God’s Word brings God’s insight about your relationship with Him. 

 V. 1b “which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem”—focus is on God’s relationship with His people; even the 

messages about international affairs (Syria, Egypt, Ammon, Moab, Edom, Assyria, Babylon) and cosmic events 

(New Heavens and  New Earth) have to do with God’s relationship with His people 

 V. 1c “in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah”—period with many ups and downs 

covenantally, militarily, economically, socially; marked by gradual decline, despite measures to slow the 

declension; days in which things are not always what they appear to be, but Isaiah ‘sees’ reality as unveiled by 

God 

o Assyria appears to be an ally, but turns out to be an adversary 

o Assyria appears to do whatever it pleases, but turns out to be a mere rod in the hand of God to 

discipline His people 

o Egypt appears to be a sturdy tree, but turns out to be a broken reed that pierces the hand of the one 

who leans on it 

o Babylon appears to be an ally, but turns out to be an adversary 

o People of Judah appear to be religiously devout, a faithful city, but it turns out they don’t know the 

LORD, in fact, the faithful city is a whore (1:21) 

o The promised Savior appears to be merely a helpless baby (not much compared to the might of Assyria), 

but He turns out to be Immanuel (God with Us), Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace 

 How is your relationship with Christ . . . really? 

You do well to listen to it. 

 When Uzziah proudly trespassed on the holy place to burn incense where only the priests were to serve, the 

priests tried to prevent him, but he grew angry with them and refused to listen to their biblical instruction; so, 

God struck him with leprosy and he lived the rest of his reign in isolation from the people. 

 “Jotham became mighty, because he ordered his ways before the LORD his God” (2 Chronicles 27:6). 

 Ahaz refused to trust the Lord’s Word through Isaiah so that he could continue in his idolatry.  The result—Ahaz 

was defeated by Syria and Ephraim. 



 Hezekiah trusted the Lord’s Word when confronted with the Assyrian threat and experienced the deliverance of 

the Lord.  But pride lifted his heart to boast of ‘his’ achievements to Babylonian envoys who then fixed on 

Jerusalem like a Jackal on a wounded fawn.   

 The message of Isaiah calls for faith: “If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all” (7:9).  It calls for the 

obedience of faith: “Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before My 

eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the 

widow’s cause” (1:16-17).  It speaks of a present help and a future hope.  We have realized much of that hope 

with the coming of Jesus Christ.  How much more firm should our faith be on this side of the cross and 

resurrection as we await the consummation? 


