
Page 1 of 16 
 

Dealing With Doubt - Part 2 
Luke 
By Richard Caldwell, Jr.  
 
Bible Text: Luke 7:18-23 
Preached on:  Sunday, August 26, 2012 
 
Founders Baptist Church 
24724 Aldine Westfield 
Spring TX 77373 
 
Website:   www.foundersbaptist.org 
Online Sermons:  www.sermonaudio.com/smbconline 
 
 
If you would please turn to the gospel of Luke chapter seven we read beginning with 
verse 18 of this seventh chapter.   
 
 

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling 
two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  
 
And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent 
us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?’”  
 
In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil 
spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight.  And he answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.  And blessed is 
the one who is not offended by me.”1 

 
Let’s go to our God together in prayer. 
 
Our Father in heaven, it is our joy tonight not only to bow our heads before you, but, 
more importantly, we bow our hearts before you and we give you worship. We thank you 
that you are God.  We thank you that you have made yourself known to us in and through 
your Son, by your Spirit who lives within us. We thank you that we have been joined to 
Christ, baptized with the Spirit so that we are not only members of the Lord, but we are 
members one of another.  We thank you, Lord, that you have given us now the capacity to 
worship you and the desire. You have sought and you have made for yourself 
worshippers.  We ask now, Lord, that you would speak to our hearts as we open your 
Word together. Teach us, Lord. Feed your Church. Edify your body. Prepare us, Lord, 
not only for what we are walking in in these days, but what we are going to face in the 

                                                
1 Luke 7:18-23. 
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days to come. Teach us what it is to live our lives in light of our future, in light of 
eternity.  Save the lost, Lord.  Show your power in bringing men and women, young 
people to faith in your Son for your glory, of their good. And we ask for this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 
This morning we focused on a straightforward, simple, powerfully important question. 
John the Baptist sent by two of his disciples a message to Jesus and he asks the question 
 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”2 
 
And we noted that this is a surprising question coming from the Lord’s forerunner.  We 
talked about the report, the fact that the disciples had come to John. His disciples had 
come to him. He is in prison. They reported to him the things that they had seen and 
heard, things that were going on in the life and ministry of Jesus. He sends this question 
and we asked this morning: What is the meaning of it when he says: 
 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”3 
 
What is the meaning of the question? Well, he is asking: Are you the Messiah?  Am I 
right in what I have said about you? Have I been correct? Have I been accurate as I have 
announced you to be the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world? Have I been 
right? 
 
And we ask: What is the reason for this question? Well, John is doubting. He is in this 
prison and he is experiencing doubt.  And we talked about what doubt is. We 
distinguished between settled unbelief and doubt. We said that wherever you see honest 
doubt in the New Testament you have a believer. Doubt is faith struggling to believe.  
Doubt is a wavering. It is a hesitation going on within the heart, a heart where there is 
belief, where there is faith. John is a believer. John has rightly understood Jesus. John has 
rightly pointed to Jesus. John has rightly announced who Christ is. He just needs 
assurance.  And, in fact, his response to his doubt gives evidence of his faith, because he 
takes his doubts to the Lord himself.  He takes his doubt to the Lord. He asks: Are you 
the one who is to come? He asks the person that he is questioning about. 
 
That is an amazing thing, that you would go to this person to ask him: Are you the one?   
But he does and that evidence is faith in Jesus.   
 
So this morning we sort of just noted this. We noted the amazing truth that believers can 
experience doubt.  Tonight we return to these verses to better understand it.  We are 
going to examine the anatomy of doubt. We are going to ask the question: How do you 
explain a believer doubting?  And John is going to be our model for this. How do you 
explain a believer doubting? And what does the Lord want us to do with our doubts? 
 

                                                
2 Luke 7:20. 
3 Ibid. 



Page 3 of 16 
 

I want us to begin with the negative. I want us to begin with how you cannot explain 
John’s doubt.  We cannot explain John’s doubt with the thought that somehow he had not 
been given enough evidence, that he needed more evidence.  John has been given 
overwhelming evidence as to the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth.  
 
You have to begin with his family connection, don’t you, that his mother Elizabeth is a 
relative of the Lord’s mother Mary.  And so there can be little doubt that John growing up 
in his family had heard the history.  He hears about his own conception, how his parents 
were visited, his father Zacharias visited by Gabriel out when there was unbelief on the 
part of Zacharias. He is silenced until after the birth of his son.  He must have heard this. 
He must have heard about his mother meeting with Mary prior to the two children being 
born and how he leapt in his mother’s womb as she was in the presence of the Lord’s 
mother.  These would have been things that he would have heard about, things that would 
have been talked about. This is a part of his heritage. So he has that past, the knowledge 
of the miraculous that attended to his own existence and the existence of Jesus.   
 
But also he received supernatural confirmations in the midst of his ministry.  As he 
begins to carry out his ministry, his calling, the Lord’s forerunner, miraculous, 
supernatural confirmations as to the identity of Jesus. John 1:32 says: 
 

And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 
and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen 
and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”4 

 
So the Lord had given him prior knowledge of a sign. And when the time came the Lord 
gave him the sign.  
 
And then we have already seen this morning, but John’s clear confessions concerning 
Jesus. I mean, he was clear, crystal clear, unmistakable about who Jesus is.  John 1:29: 
 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with 
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.”5 

 
And then follows the verses we reads previously.   So John has clearly confessed Christ. 
He believes.  You can’t say he hasn’t had enough knowledge of Christ. You can’t say he 
hasn’t had enough evidence given to him. You can’t say that he doesn’t know the truth. 
He does.  Nor can you explain his doubt by saying, “Well, maybe John wasn’t as godly as 
we thought he was.” I mean, maybe this has to do with John’s own walk with God. 
Maybe there is a weakness in terms of his own walk with the Lord.  We talked about this 
                                                
4 John 1:32-34. 
5 John 1:29-31. 
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this morning. I mean John courageously preached repentance to Israel, faithfully pointed 
Israel to Jesus and then boldly declared truth about Herod’s sin. This is why he is in 
prison, because of his faithfulness as a man of God, because of his faithfulness as a profit, 
because of his boldness on behalf of the truth.  This is why he is locked up. This is why 
he has lost his freedom. No, you can’t explain it that way. In fact, notice what Jesus says 
about him right after this incident. 
 
Look down at verse 24. 
 

When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind?  What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in 
soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live 
in luxury are in kings’ courts.  What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is he of whom it is 
written,   ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way before you.’ I tell you, among those born of women 
none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God 
is greater than he.”6 

 
I mean, up to this point he is the greatest man who has ever lived.  So we cannot explain 
his doubt by the absence of knowledge.  We can’t explain his doubt by the absence of 
evidence or experience. You can’t say that he is not a man of faith.  And you cannot say 
that he is not a man of true godliness.  
 
Why do I emphasize this? Why do I bring this up?  Because sooner or later we are going 
to meet with a brother or a sister who is struggling in their faith.  Not only will we 
experience doubt in our own lives, but we are going to sooner or later meet with a brother 
or sister who is really struggling in his or her faith and I am afraid that we often tend to 
be very judgmental when it is not us who is having the struggle.  And we say about that 
person, perhaps in our mind, we say, “Well, maybe it is that they just don’t know the 
truth the way I know the truth.  Maybe they haven’t had the experience with the truth that 
I have had. Or maybe they are not as genuine a man of God as I am.  Maybe they don’t 
really love the Lord the way I do. Maybe they are not as solid as I thought that they once 
were.”  
 
This is what we tend to do. We tend to jump to these critical, harsh, unloving, impatient 
judgments about a brother or sister because they are going through a season of doubt.  
And if you had concluded that about John the Baptist, you would have been dead wrong.  
Oh, he has had the truth given to him. He has had the experiences he has had. He knows 
the things he has known.  He has announced the things he has announced and he is a 
genuine man of God. That is why he is in prison.  You can’t explain his doubt that way.   
 
So how do we understand his doubt?  Well, let me sum it up very briefly and then we are 
going to look for some more particulars, sort of break it out into some details, but here is 
                                                
6 Luke 7:24-28. 
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the simple answer to it. The way that you see doubt showing up in the lives of people 
who have genuine faith is that they are sinful humans.  We are human, which is to say we 
are small. We are weak.  We are frail. We are flesh and blood.  We are but dust. We have 
all been saved by God’s grace. We are all weak by nature.  It is the grace of God that 
makes men and women strong in faith. If you find someone who is strong in faith, you 
will find a strengthening God. He is the explanation for your strength.  And if right now 
you are in a season of strong faith and it is unimaginable to you how anyone could 
struggle with doubt, then you had better humble yourself before the Lord and give him 
thanks for this season of strength, because I promise you, if he withholds that 
strengthening grace, you will quickly discover just how weak you are.   
 
“Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.”7 
 
No, the reason why genuine men and women of God struggle sometimes is because we 
are not yet glorified. But we can be more specific. I think there are some things that 
contribute.  Now remember what we are talking about tonight. We are talking about 
genuine men and women of God. We are talking about people who have genuine faith. 
We are talking about where salvation really resides. But there is a struggle with doubt. 
How does that happen? 
 
Let me give you some things to think about and we see it in the life of John. First of all, 
doubt often arises where there are extraordinary circumstances. And I worded it as 
broadly as I could, because we have to gather a lot of things into this category, 
extraordinary circumstances. We often find doubt where believers have faced some great 
tragedy.  There is some great challenge they are facing, some immediate and great test.  
Doubts may arise. There may be a struggle in someone’s faith, for example, where a 
loved one has died.  You know, there is mom. There is dad. They have been so strong all 
of our lives.  We have seen them walk with the Lord. It seems like they are unshakable 
and then all of the sudden mom or dad passes away and the one who is left now we see 
some things in their life that we have never seen before.  And it is easy to forget that they 
are human. They are not yet glorified. They are struggling.   
 
Maybe someone is facing a great persecution. It may be a test in the realm of 
relationships.  It may be a test in the realm of someone’s health. It may be a test in the 
realm of finances. It may be that you feel threatened in some way. Again, I mentioned 
Elijah this morning right after this great victory with the prophets of Baal, then Jezebel 
threatens him and he runs. He is fearful.  A crisis of faith, a crossroads for our faith. 
Often times this is where doubt evidences itself.   
 
In John’s case he is in prison and he has probably been in prison now for quite a while.  
Here is a man who has known the wilderness.  This is not the guy who sits in the office, 
right?  He doesn’t sit behind a desk. Locusts, wild honey. I mean, this is the guy we are 
talking about. And now he is locked up.  He is locked up.  And remember Jesus is the one 
who sets the prisoners free.  Perhaps John is thinking to himself: Why am I still in prison?  
And I don’t think there is any evidence that Jesus had ever visited him or anything like 
                                                
7 1 Corinthians 10:12. 
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that. And so here he is sitting alone except for the occasional visitor, one of is disciples. 
He is in prison. These are extraordinary testing circumstances and doubt arises when 
someone is alone, when someone feels alone. 
 
Second, doubt often arises where you have disappointed expectations, a disillusionment, 
a disappointment.  Do you think this is what John expected? I mean when this all began, 
there he is baptizing in the Jordan River and the Lord gives him this sign. He knows who 
Jesus is. He baptizes Jesus. He has announced Jesus. His disciples begin to follow Jesus. 
Do you think that John envisioned the scenario where he would be in prison and would 
perhaps by this time he is sensing the way things are going. This is where he is going to, 
perhaps, spend the rest of his life if not be executed. Is this what a man would expect?  
Lord, I have been faithful. I have been faithful what you have called me to do. I have 
been faithful with your Word. I have confronted Herod’s sin. I have been all that I know 
that you would want me to be and here I am locked up in a cell.   
 
And even if you imagine that that might happen, Jesus is the Messiah. I don’t think he 
would have imagined that he might die in that cell.   Where were the signs that Jesus was 
going to deliver Israel from the nations, from Rome?  Where are the signs that the evil 
doers are about to be judged? Where are the signs of the kingdom being established on 
the earth? Time is passing. These things are not happening.  There is an emphasis on 
spiritual salvation and deliverance, but what about the other aspects of the king’s 
presence that John probably expected? Where are these things?   
 
We struggle with this, don’t we?  Has anybody here ever gone through a crisis of faith 
when you took a certain course and then you expected something as a result and it didn’t 
happen? I mean, I have raised my children faithfully, a parent says. I have loved them. I 
have poured out my life for them. I have emptied myself for them.  And now they are 
ungrateful.  They don’t recognize it.  In fact, they walk around and praise other people’s 
parents who haven’t given half as much.  
 
Now what is your attitude about that? How do you respond to that?  What goes on in you 
mind? What goes on in your heart?  Do you honor the Lord with your thoughts in that 
situation? Do you honor the Lord with your attitudes in that situation?  Do you go on 
pouring yourself out if there is no recognition?  That is just one example. We could give a 
thousand of those, couldn’t we, of we think if we are obedient to the Lord and we take 
this particular course, this should be the outcome, but it is not the outcome.  And now we 
have to come face to face with what we really believe and why we do what we do.  What 
is really our motive? 
 
Another reason doubts arise... This goes hand in hand with the previous one. That is, 
Doubt may be explained by an incomplete perspective.  You see, usually when our 
expectations are disappointed, it is precisely because of this. We have an incomplete view 
of what God is doing.  Our expectations are off, because our perspective is off.  What 
John knows to be true of Jesus is true, but there is more to what Jesus is accomplishing 
than John ever envisioned. Don’t forget. John is an Old Testament saint. When you talk 
about the expectations of the people of God in the Old Testament times, they didn’t have 
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the New Testament. They didn’t see the death of Christ on the cross and his resurrection. 
They weren’t given this apostolic truth. And so when they read the Old Testament 
Scriptures they saw the first coming of the Messiah and the verses that deal with the 
second coming of the Messiah they viewed these things like a single event.  And it 
confused them. This is why the prophets that the Lord used to give his Word, they would 
often search their own writings trying to make sense of what it was that had been 
revealed, to fully comprehend what the Lord had given to them.  They did not envision an 
ascension. They did not envision a Church age that would span now 2000 years. In fact, 
even when Jesus talked about crucifixion and resurrection to his disciples, they didn’t get 
it.   
 
Matthew 16:21: 
 

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.  And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This 
shall never happen to you.”8 

 
Now could Peter say such a thing? Does he believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God?  He has previously confessed that. He just doesn’t understand how all of this 
is going to work together. He has this incomplete picture in his mind.  Christ, of course, 
turns and says to Peter: 
 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on 
the things of God, but on the things of man.”9 
 
It is instructive, as we get into the book of Acts when we meet with this man named 
Apollos. Though he knew some things about Jesus that were accurate, he needed more 
instruction to faithfully and fully preach the gospel.  Acts 18:24 says: 
 

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He 
was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. He had been instructed 
in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught 
accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism 
of John.10 

 
That is far as his knowledge went. 
 
“He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, 
they took him and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”11 
 

                                                
8 Matthew 16:21-22. 
9 Matthew 16:23. 
10 Acts 18:24-25. 
11 Acts 18:26. 
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He needed more information. What he knew was true.  It just wasn’t complete.  
 
John has a struggle going on in his heart in partial measure because he doesn't have a 
complete picture. 
 
The same is true of us in a different kind of way, of course, but the same is true of us.  
We struggle with doubt because we only see a portion of what God is doing in our lives.   
We only see a part of it. And we regularly underestimate what he is doing.  We get on the 
other side of it and we are able to look back on what the Lord has done and we talk about 
how marvelous it is. And it is marvelous, but we weren’t very often talking about how 
marvelous it was while we were walking through it, because there was so much of it we 
didn’t see. We didn’t know. 
 
As a result we often misinterpret what God is doing. This is why, folks, I am going to 
keep saying it. Our view of things has to be tied to the Word of God, because if you try to 
be someone who makes sense of what God is doing based upon your circumstances, you 
will be confused. You don’t have a complete picture of what the Lord is doing. You can’t 
discern God’s will from his providences. You have to just take God at his Word and then 
trust him and praise him. Rely upon him and obey him in the midst of all your 
circumstances.   
 
How do you explain doubt? Well, unusual circumstances, extraordinary circumstances, 
disappointed expectations, incomplete perspective. Fourth, many times doubt arises 
where there is physical and emotional weariness.  
 
John’s imprisonment would not only have taken a toll on him physically. It would have 
also take a toll on him emotionally.  And that can introduce challenges. We see this 
throughout the Word of God, examples in the lives of godly people on the pages of 
Scripture, but we also note in our own experience in ministry. We learn it in Church 
history when you read about great men of God and even their wives and their families. 
You see it where there is extended illness, people struggle. Long stretches of service 
without proper rest, long lasting trials, tremendous acts of disloyalty. Someone is disloyal 
to you. Someone is not faithful to you. These things can shake our faith.   
 
Fifth, doubts may arise because of distance from what we have previously known.  This 
has to do with our humanness. This has to do with our smallness, that what we saw, what 
was so clear to us in that moment through time and distance becomes weak in our 
memory.  We saw it so clearly not so long ago, but now we are removed from it.  
Circumstances have changed.  And it is not as clear to us anymore. In other words, we 
have a great capacity for forgetfulness. This is why the apostle Peter said, “I am going to 
go on stirring you up by way of reminder,” because we have a great capacity for 
forgetfulness.   
 
John when he is in the presence of Christ, when he is witnessing Christ, when he is 
baptizing Christ he announces who he is, but now he is locked away in a prison. He 
hasn’t seen these things for himself. He hasn’t heard these things for himself.  There is a 
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distance. There is time. And he wants assurance.  We need this. We need to be reminded. 
We need our spiritual memories to be refreshed all the time with Scripture. We doubt 
because we forget.   
 
How often has it been true that here we are in the midst of a test that is almost identical to 
something that the Lord proved himself to be so faithful in, not too long ago, but we are 
in the midst of anxiety as if we never saw the Lord’s faithfulness just not too long ago.   
 
I do want us to beware of something though. God never intended for us to live our lives 
on memory of his faithfulness.  Those past deeds of faithfulness on the part of God 
should serve now in our lives as fuel for present trust.  The Lord does not change. He is 
always faithful so that the God who is faithful yesterday is the same God with whom we 
walk today and he is the same God we will meet with tomorrow.  Let God’s past graces 
be fuel for your trust in his future graces.   
 
Here is John, extraordinary circumstances. In all likelihood disappointed expectations, 
incomplete perspective, physically, emotionally tired, locked away by himself. It has 
been a time since he has seen Jesus, personally witnessed anything related to Jesus.  And 
he is doubting.   
 
So what does he do?  Well, we have said it several times. I want to say it again. He goes 
to the Lord himself.  He sends the messengers to the Lord himself. And I want to say to 
you tonight, my friend. If you are struggling in your faith, this is the remedy for you. You 
have got to go to the Lord himself.  And I have met with it now in many years of ministry 
and some of you have as well. Someone wants to talk to me about their doubts or they 
want to talk to someone else about their doubts and it is all right. The Lord uses 
instruments. But, listen. If you spend all your time talking to people about your doubts 
and you haven’t gone to the Lord with them, you are missing the mark.  Look up. Look to 
him? Go to him.  But now be ready to listen to what he says.   
 
What does the Lord do? Verse 21. 
 
“In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many 
who were blind he bestowed sight.”12 
 
And he just does in that hour what he has been doing all along.  He does in that hour what 
has already been reported to John. But now he uses it, verse 22. 
 
And he answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.’”13 
 
He tells them this.  “Go tell him what you have seen and go tell him what you have 
heard.” 
                                                
12 Luke 7:21.  
13 Luke 7:22.  
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They saw the signs.  But had they heard in his message from Jesus? Well, they have 
heard Scripture.  The words of Christ simply sort of gather up into a bundle Old 
Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah whereby he might be clearly identified.   
 
Isaiah 35 verse five says: 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,  
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,  
          and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.  
    For waters break forth in the wilderness,  
          and streams in the desert.14 

 
What is it going to be like when the Messiah arrives? Well, the eyes of the blind will be 
opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped and the lame will leap like a deer and 
the tongue that has been mute will be able to sing for joy. That is what it is going to be 
like.  Tell John you have seen that.   
 
Isaiah 26 verse 19. 
 
“Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise.  You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing 
for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead.”15 
 
You go tell John you note the dead have been raised.   
 
Isaiah 29 verse 18: 
 

In that day the deaf shall hear  
          the words of a book,  
    and out of their gloom and darkness  
          the eyes of the blind shall see. 
The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD,  
    and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.16 

 
Isaiah 61:1. 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound.”17 
 

                                                
14 Isaiah 35:5-6. 
15 Isaiah 26:19. 
16 Isaiah 29:18-19. 
17 Isaiah 61:1.  
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What is Jesus doing when he says, “You go tell John what you have seen and what you 
have heard”? He is saying, “Go tell him that the Old Testament promises concerning the 
Messiah are being fulfilled in your sight.”  
 
He is calling John to remember the Scriptures and to compare it with what he is doing.   
 
What do you do with your doubts? You go to the Lord.  But now get ready. How is the 
Lord going to answer your doubts? He is going to do it with his Word.  So you go to the 
Lord with your doubts and you listen to what he says.  But then something else you need 
to do with your doubts is you need to heed the Lord’s warnings, his call to perseverance, 
verse 23: 
 
“And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”18 
 
The Greek word there has to do with scandal, σκανδαλον (skan’-dal-on).  Don’t be 
offended by him. Don’t stumble over him. Don’t fall away from him.  That is, don't try to 
embrace Jesus on your own terms.  Bow to his terms.  Or to say it another way: Trust him 
just as he is. The is Jesus. Now trust him.  Blessed is the one. Who is the blessed man? 
The one who is not put away by Christ, but embraces the Lord just as he is, as the Lord.   
 
So this is the answer for your doubts.  You go to the Lord. You receive his instruction 
and encouragement. You anchor your heart to the Scriptures and you go on believing 
him. 
 
Is this important?  Is it important that you go to the Lord with your doubts and you allow 
him to extinguish him? Is it important that the Lord would strengthen our faith?  To say it 
another way, should you be comfortable with doubting?  Should you be complacent when 
you find your heart wavering?  This is vitally important.  I can’t stress how important this 
is, that you don’t celebrate your doubt but that you go to the Lord with them and you 
allow him to strengthen your faith.  Let me tell you why.  First of all, faith is how we 
please God. 
 
How many here tonight want to live a life that pleases God? Amen? Well, what does 
Hebrews 11:6 say?   
 
“And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”19 
 
You don't draw near to someone you don't believe you are not even sure exists. And you 
don't draw near to someone unless you are sure of his promise that he rewards those who 
seek him. Without faith it is impossible to please the Lord.  Not only is faith how we 
please the Lord. Faith is how we resist the enemy. You see, when you allow doubt to 
camp in your life, you are opening a door of the activity of the enemy.   
 
                                                
18 Luke 7:23. 
19 Hebrews 11:6.  
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1 Peter 5:9 says, speaking of our enemy: 
 
“Resist him, firm in your faith.”20 
 
Well, what is faith? It is not faith in faith. It is faith in God’s Word. It is faith in God. It is 
believing God’s Word. The way to resist the enemy is to stand firm on what God has 
said. And listen to the rest of the verse because it introduces some of the things we have 
talked about tonight. 
 
“...knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world.”21 
 
What is Peter concerned about? These people are suffering. And he knows in the midst of 
these extraordinary circumstances this great crisis and test upon their life. They might 
experience these doubts, this wavering in their heart. So he says, “Stand firm in your 
faith. Don't give the enemy an opportunity.” 
 
But here is another reason this is so important. Go to Hebrews 11.  It is important that we 
go to the Lord with our doubts and allow him to strengthen our faith with his Word, 
because faith is how God has ordained that great things are accomplished.  God works 
through faith for his glory and the good of his people and the great things that he 
accomplishes.  We are going to walk through this quickly. I just want to point some 
things out. You could, I am sure, do a much better job than I am going to do of 
categorizing some of these things, but at least you will get a flavor for them. 
 
Hebrews 11 verse one. 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.  For by it the people of old received their commendation.22 

 
Just stop there. It is by faith, listen, that believers are attested to and in that way please 
God.  The reality of your relationship to God is attested to, it is witnessed through faith. It 
is in this way we please God.  He is going to explain this in just a moment, verse two: 
 
“For by it the people of old received their commendation.”23 
 
They are praised, right? Verse three: 
 

By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.   
 

                                                
20 1 Peter 5:9. 
21 Ibid.  
22 Hebrews 11:1-2. 
23 Hebrews 11:2.  
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By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by 
accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.  
By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was 
not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was 
commended as having pleased God.24 

 
It is by faith that these people received their commendation.  
 
Second, it is by faith that beliers take courageous action. Verse seven: 
 

By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in 
reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he 
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes 
by faith.  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a 
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 
knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs 
with him of the same promise.  For he was looking forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.25 

 
What did Noah do? He took courageous action. What did Abraham do? He took 
courageous action. How? By faith.  It is by faith that God communicates great things to 
his people. They received great things by faith. Verse 11. 
 

By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was 
past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised.  
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants 
as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of 
sand by the seashore.26 

 
How was this done? By faith.  Receive great things from God.  It is by faith that believers 
pursue eternal things.  
 
Verse 13. 
 

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having 
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they 
were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For people who speak thus make it 
clear that they are seeking a homeland.  If they had been thinking of that 
land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return.  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

                                                
24 Hebrews 11:3-5. 
25 Hebrews 11:7-10. 
26 Hebrews 11:11-12. 
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Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared 
for them a city.27 

 
You see when you consider yourself not an earth dweller, but a pilgrim on your way to 
heaven, how do you live that life? How do you say these things?  By faith.  By faith 
believers obey God at great cost, at great sacrifice, verse 17. 
 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom 
it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”  He 
considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from 
which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.28 

 
Man that is great obedience, isn’t it?  Costly obedience to offer up your only son. How 
did he do it? By faith.   
 
By faith believers look to our future promise, verse 20. 
 

By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau.  By faith 
Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship 
over the head of his staff.  By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made 
mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his 
bones.29 

 
What is this? This is looking to something you haven’t seen yet, but you are looking to it 
because God has talked about it.  You look to future promise.   
 
By faith believers fear God more than men, verse 23. 
 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his 
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not 
afraid of the king’s edict.  By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to be 
mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures 
of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.  By faith he left Egypt, not 
being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is 
invisible.30 

 
What is this? This is not fearing men, but fearing God. How do you do it? By faith.  
 

                                                
27 Hebrews 11:13-16. 
28 Hebrews 11:17-19. 
29 Hebrews 11:20-22. 
30 Hebrews 11:23-27. 



Page 15 of 16 
 

And, as a result, by faith believers have witnessed great deliverance by the Lord, verse 
28. 
 

By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the 
Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.  By faith the people 
crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they 
attempted to do the same, were drowned.  By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down after they had been encircled for seven days.  By faith Rahab the 
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
given a friendly welcome to the spies.31 

 
By faith we please God. By faith we take courageous action.  By faith we receive great 
things from God. By faith we pursue eternal things. By faith we obey at great sacrifice. 
By faith we look to our future promise. By faith we fear God more than men. By faith we 
witness great deliverance at the hand of God.  
 
So I ask you. What do you receive by doubt?  Do you please God by doubting? Do you 
take courageous action by doubting?  Do you receive great things by doubting? Do you 
pursue eternal things when you are doubting?  Do you obey at great sacrifice when you 
are doubting?  Do you live your life in light of future promise when you are doubting? 
Do you fear God more than men when you are doubting? Do you get to witness great 
deliverance by the hand of God when you are doubting?   
 
I say to you this is important.  It is important that we take our doubts to the Lord and we 
ask him to strengthen our faith.   
 
And finally I would say this is important, because faith is obedience and unbelief is sin.  
We dishonor the Lord when we don’t believe him.  But praise be to him and I said it this 
morning. We don’t celebrate doubt, do we? But we do celebrate the God who gave us 
faith and we see it in our Savior, the God who patiently, lovingly, amazingly is willing to 
strengthen a doubting man’s faith like that father who said: 
 
“I believe; help my unbelief!”32 
 
Is there someone here tonight that needs to be your prayer? Oh, Lord, I sense in my heart, 
drifting and doubting. Maybe it is because you are in the midst of unusual circumstances.  
Maybe it is because you have had disappointed expectations.  Maybe it is because you 
have to acknowledge you have incomplete information. Maybe it is beaus you are weary 
and tired. I don’t know why doubts have arisen, but I know this.  You need to take them 
to God. You need to be open and honest with him about what is going on in your heart.  
You need to listen to his answer as he will anchor your faith to his Word.  And you need 
to heed his warning not to be offended by him, but to submit your life to him afresh and 
anew and go on believing him, because this is how you please God and this is how you 

                                                
31 Hebrews 11:28-31. 
32 Mark 9:24.  
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resist the enemy and this is how great things are accomplished. And anything else is sin.  
And the Church would say, “Let’s pray.” 
 
Lord, thank you for the example of your servant God. Thank you for the encouragement 
of your Word and the example we have in our Savior of a merciful high priest who 
understands our weakness, who understands our sinfulness and we are so grateful he 
doesn’t leave us to that end, that he works in us that we might grow and be strengthened 
in our trusting, Lord, in you. I pray wherever we have dishonored you with our unbelief, 
we would confess it and repent of it and believe you.  I pray wherever our hearts have 
wandered that even tonight they would return.  Let us turn from the passing pleasures of 
this world to be that people who confess that we are just pilgrims on our way to a better 
country. We ask you this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


