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I am going to ask you, please, to turn to the gospel of Luke chapter seven.  And we come 
in our study of Luke’s gospel to the 18th verse of this seventh chapter. This morning and 
this evening we are going to be looking at verses 18 through 23.   
 

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling 
two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  
 
And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent 
us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?’”  
 
In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil 
spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight.  And he answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.  And blessed is 
the one who is not offended by me.”1 

 
Let’s go to our God together in prayer and ask his blessing on his Word. 
 
Father in heaven, we thank you. What a joy it is to be together, gathered together with 
your people, gathered together with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are blessed to 
be able to give to you our praise and our thanks and our worship through singing and 
through giving, even through our conversations with one another. And now, Lord, in the 
way that we respond to you Word, we come today, Lord, not only to give, we have come 
to receive from your hand. We need to be fed from your Word and we recognize, clearly 
and thankfully that this cannot happen apart from your working. Apart from your Holy 
Spirit’s working in this hour, our efforts would be in vain, but we thank you that they are 
not in vain. Because you are here, we have your Spirit.  And so, Lord, we ask that now 
you would empower this time of preaching both in the delivery of your Word and in the 
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reception of it so that your people are edified.  And we recognize, Lord, that in our midst 
each week gathers with us people who don’t know you.  And we ask in your great mercy 
and love that today even someone would hear the voice of the Son of God and live, 
someone would hear through the preaching of the gospel the wonder and the beauty and 
the glory of your Son and look to him for life. Lord, I agree with what was prayed earlier. 
Our greatest need and our greatest desire is the magnification of your Son.  And so we 
ask for this today in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”2 
 
You will remember Jesus quizzed his disciples with that question.  And then he asked: 
 
 “Who do you say that I am?”3 
 
 And Peter gave the right answer.  
 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”4 
 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father who is in heaven.”5 
 
That is who Jesus is. He is the Son of God. He is the Christ. He is the only Savior. He is 
the Lord.   
 
What we find in the text that we just read is very similar to that. It is a question. It is 
about the identity of Jesus.  But this is not coming from the Lord to disciples. This is 
coming from a disciple to the Lord.  And it is coming from quite an unexpected source. It 
is coming from the Lord’s forerunner. It is coming from John the Baptist.  It is coming 
from someone who has already confessed who the Lord is. It is coming from someone 
who was ordained by God to tell us who the Lord is, to prepare the way for him. And yet 
a question is now coming from this forerunner, this one who is to prepare the way for the 
Messiah. The question comes: 
 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”6 
 
Does that question surprise you? Does it surprise you that it is coming from John? How 
do we explain this question?  Why does he ask it?  What do we learn from it? And today 
as we consider the question, that setting for the question, we are going to have an 
opportunity to think about a very important subject for every believer in this place.  And 
that is the subject of doubt.  Every believer in this room has doubted.  Every believer in 
this room will doubt in the future.  Doubt comes in many forms. It is not always doubt 

                                                
2 Matthew 16:13. 
3 Matthew 16:15. 
4 Matthew 16:16. 
5 Matthew 16:17. 
6 Luke 7:19.  
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concerning the person of Christ himself. Sometimes it is doubt in a multitude of other 
areas, doubt with respect to God’s love for us, doubt with respect, at times though it 
grieves us to even think the thought, but doubts about God’s goodness, doubts about what 
the Scripture clearly says when it comes to some particular situation we are walking 
through, maybe about the Lord taking care of us financially or in terms of our health or 
whatever the case may be. Believers do, indeed, doubt.  And the question is: How do we 
explain a believer doubting? And what should a believer do with his or her doubt? 
 
This should be very practical for us. This should be and will be very instructive for us.   
 
But this morning I want us to put this question in its context.  First of all, you will notice 
in verse 18 there is a report that has come to John the Baptist, verse 18. 
 
“The disciples of John reported all these things to him.”7 
 
Who is this John? Well, just a couple of verses later we realize it is John the Baptist. Why 
are messengers coming to John?  And then afterwards you will notice at the end of verse 
18: 
 
“And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord.”8 
 
Why is John sending messengers? Well, because he is in prison.  John is in prison.  
Matthew’s account tells us this.  Matthew 11 verse two: 
 
“Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ...”9 
 
So he is getting this report while he is in prison.  Why is John in prison?  He is prison 
because he is faithful.  He is in prison because of his faithfulness. He is prison because of 
his boldness.  He is in prison because he has courageously confronted one of the most 
powerful notorious sinners of his time, Herod Antipas.  And after the death of Herod the 
Great Antipas ruled a portion of his father’s kingdom. He ruled Galilee and Perea.  And 
he seduced, this Herod seduced is brother Philip’s wife, a woman named Herodias who 
also, by the way, happened to be both of their niece. This is his niece.   And he, this 
Herod put away his wife in order to marry his brother’s wife. So you have divorce. You 
have incest. You have an amazing unfaithfulness between brothers. This is a wicked 
person.  And John the Baptist confronted him about his... not only about this particular 
sin, but about his wickedness in general.  In fact, Luke has already told us about this 
earlier in his account. Luke chapter three verse 19 says: 
 
“But Herod the tetrarch...”10 
 
And that word tetrarch just means a fourth.  So he ruled a portion of his father’s kingdom.   

                                                
7 Luke 7:18.  
8 Luke 7:18-19. 
9 Matthew 11:2. 
10 Luke 3:17. 
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“But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, 
and for all the evil things that Herod had done...”11 
 
So John the Baptist didn't just talk to him about this. John the Baptist talked to him about 
his sinful life in general.  Verse 20 of Luke 3: 
 
“...added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.”12 
 
So he is not only a wicked man with respect to his brother’s wife and a wicked man in 
general, he adds to his wickedness by locking up John in prison. And we know how this 
ends. We learn from Mark’s account, chapter six, Matthew’s account, chapter 14, that 
John will eventually be executed, beheaded. And it is going to happen on Herod’s 
birthday when the daughter of this woman dances for him and she has a request and it is 
John the Baptist’s head on a platter.   
 
But the point I want to make is that John has not only been faithful as the forerunner of 
Christ. He does not only faithfully identify Jesus as the Lamb of God, but he has been 
faithful in general as a prophet, as a man of God. Unlike so many so-called men of God 
today, when John is in the presence of strong, powerful, political people, he doesn't 
become someone else.  He doesn't’ hesitate to speak the truth to them and it cost him his 
freedom. It cost him his life eventually.  So he is in prison and he has been there probably 
for some time by the time that this report comes to him and by the time that he sends this 
question.   
 
What has John heard about? Well, verse 18 says all these things, all the things we have 
been reading about, all the things we have been studying about.  Matthew’s account says 
he has heard about the works of Christ.  So he has heard about the preaching of Christ. 
He has heard about the miracles of Christ.  He has heard about things lie Jesus healing the 
centurion’s servant. Perhaps even he has heard about Jesus raising this young man from 
the dead that we just learned about. He has heard about the deliverance of demon 
possessed people, the blind seeing, the deaf hearing. He hears about the works of Christ.   
 
How are these disciples of John getting their information? Whatever it is they have 
reported to John specifically, where did they get the information?  Well, we were told at 
the end of verse 17 after Jesus raises this young man from the dead it says: 
 
“And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding 
country.”13 
 
So it may be that John’s disciples are reporting to Jesus what they are hearing.  But we 
also know from other portions in the gospels that John’s disciples would often be near 

                                                
11 Ibid.  
12 Luke 3:20. 
13 Luke 7:17.  
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Jesus and perhaps even some of them were following him around.  Matthew nine is one 
example of this. Matthew nine beginning at verse 14 it says: 
 
“Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, ‘Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but 
your disciples do not fast?’”14 
 
So they are in contact with Jesus. They are watching what he is doing. And so they may 
have given to John a first hand report of what they have seen and what they have heard, 
what they were aware of.  So this is the report and this report now serves something in 
the heart of John while he is in prison. There is something going on in his heart.   There is 
a question that he wishes to send to Jesus directly.  There is something that he wants 
answered from Christ directly. It is a simple question. It is a straightforward question.  It 
is a supremely important question. Verse 19.   
 
“...calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, ‘Are you the one 
who is to come, or shall we look for another?’”15 
 
And these two disciples are faithful. They relay the question to Jesus just as John has 
given it to them, verse 20. 
 
“And when the men had come to him, they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to you, 
saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”’”16 
 
Now what does this question mean? What is the meaning of this question?  
 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”17 
 
Well, John is asking: Are you the Messiah? Did I have it right when I identified you as 
the Messiah?  The one who is to come or the coming one is actually a messianic title. Are 
you the coming one? Are you the Messiah?  John has already used this language in John 
chapter one, the gospel of John. We hear what John the Baptist thought of Christ, John 
1:14: 
 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”)18 

 
And the words “who comes after me” is the same participle used right here, the coming 
one.  John 1:26: 
 

                                                
14 Matthew 9:14. 
15 Luke 7:19. 
16 Luke 7:20.  
17 Ibid.  
18 John 1:14-15. 
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John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you 
do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am 
not worthy to untie.”19 

 
So John has already announced Jesus to be the coming one. But now he is asking: Are 
you the coming one? Are you the one who was to come? Did I have it right?  
 
Some have wondered if John is not picking up on the language of Psalm 40 verse seven 
which says: 
 

Then I said, “Behold, I have come;  
    in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 
I desire to do your will, O my God;  
    your law is within my heart.”20 

 
And some see that as a, you know, a messianic verse and porting forward to the Messiah. 
And is John picking up on that language referring to Jesus as the coming one?  Behold, I 
have come, Psalm 40 verse seven says. At least partially Psalm 118 verse 26 would have 
been in his mind, which says: 
 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!  We bless you from the house of the 
LORD.”21 
 
Because Jesus himself picks up on that language.  Matthew 23 verse 37: 
 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not!   
See, your house is left to you desolate.  For I tell you, you will not see me 
again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’22 

 
That is Psalm 118 verse 26.  And this, indeed, happened as you know at the time of his 
triumphal entry, Luke 19 verse 36.  
 

And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road.  As he was 
drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole 
multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud 
voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the 
King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in 
the highest!”23 

 

                                                
19 John 1:26-27. 
20 Psalm 40:7-8. 
21 Psalm 118:26. 
22 Matthew 23:37-39. 
23 Luke 19:36-38. 
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What are the disciples declaring? He is the coming one. He is the one who is to come.  
But the question is: Why would John send this question to Jesus?  Why would he do it?  
Especially after they have just reported to John all these things? He has heard about the 
preaching of Christ. He has heard about the miracles of Christ.  He may even have heard 
about Christ raising someone from the dead. Why would they then ... why would John 
after hearing this report hen send this question to Jesus? The only plausible answer in my 
opinion, especially when you pay attention to the answer that Jesus gives to the 
question—and tonight we will focus on that, how Christ responds to the question.  I 
mean, just as he receives it there is this outpouring of the miraculous, and then almost as 
if he says, “Now, did you see that? I want you to go tell John what you have seen.” And 
then Jesus ends all this with what amounts to a warning, doesn’t he?  Verse 23: 
 
“And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”24 
 
When you see the response of Christ, I think the only plausible explanation for the 
question of John is this. He was experiencing doubt.  John wanted to be sure.  He 
believed, but he wanted to be sure that his belief was accurate.  He wanted assurance 
from Christ himself.   
 
By the way, I want you to for just a moment keep your Bible marker here and go to 
Mathew 16.  I want you to be aware that at the time of Christ there as some confusion 
from their eschatological point of view. What was going to occur when the Messiah 
arrived? 
 
Look at Matthew 16 verse 13. 
 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.”25 

 
There was this expectation that there would be a series of prophets, perhaps, before 
Messiah actually arrived.  And so the question, you know, being kicked around was: Is 
Jesus the Messiah or is he one of these preliminary prophets?  And maybe some of this 
has crept into the mind of John. Again, we will examine this closer tonight, but he wants 
to know: Are you the coming one?  Are you the end of the process?  Are you the king?  
Or shall we look for another? 
 
You see, you can’t make John say something other than that. I mean, he is asking: Are 
you really the messiah or shall we look for another? And I want us to think about that.  I 
want us to think about the anatomy of doubt. I want us to think about how doubt exists, 
where it exists, why it exists and perhaps most importantly, how God wants our doubts to 
be answered.  The is much we are going to see and much I am going to say, but this 
                                                
24 Luke 7:23.  
25 Matthew 16:13-14. 
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morning for the rest of our time, I just want to focus on one main point.  I want to say to 
you this. Doubt is experienced by believers.  Let’s just stop there.  Doubt is experienced 
by believers.  In fact, this is interesting. Wherever you see honest doubt—I am going to 
make a distinction here between someone who is expressing what we might think of as 
doubt, but they are not really searching, versus someone who really believes the truth, 
wants to believe the truth, but now they are experiencing some honest doubt. Wherever 
you see honest doubt in the New Testament it is always being experienced by believers, 
not by unbelievers.  There is a difference between what I will call settled unbelief and 
doubt. I use the word settled for a reason, because sometimes unbelief and doubt can be 
sort of used interchangeably, synonymously. But when you talk about someone who is 
settled in unbelief, that is different than someone who is doubting.  Settled unbelief is just 
that. It is a refusal to believe.  It is the kind of unbelief that is looking for reasons not to 
believe. It is unbelief that is looking for evidence that will give it the assurance that it is 
right not to belief.  It is the skeptic. It is the scoffer. That is not doubt. That is unbelief.   
 
We could describe it another way. It is the person when we talk about settled unbelief, it 
is the person who is not being convinced.  They are not persuaded to believe.  That is one 
kind of person. Doubt is something different. Doubt is a struggle to believe.  Doubt 
believes and wants to believe.  Doubt is faith that has been weakened, faith that has been 
shaken, faith that is under stress, faith that longs for greater assurance.  In fact, one of the 
words translated doubt in the New Testament is δισταζω (dis-tad’-zo) and this word 
literally means to waver or to hesitate.  So it is someone who believes, but there is this 
awareness that in my faith there is some kind of hesitation. In my faith there is some kind 
of wavering going on. This is doubt.  So that word δισταζω (dis-tad’-zo) is used of Peter 
doubting when he was walking on the water, Matthew 14:31. 
 
“Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, ‘O you of 
little faith, why did you doubt?’”26 
 
Now you can’t say Peter was an unbeliever.  I mean, from the standpoint of salvation we 
know he was a believer. But I mean even from the standpoint of that particularly 
circumstance. He is out on the water, right? I mean, you believe enough to get out of the 
boat. You believe enough to get out of the water. But there he is out now walking on the 
water and what did he become aware of?  What he is doing. And there is this hesitation. 
There is this wavering that goes on.  And he begins to sink.  And how does Jesus describe 
it? Doubt.  Why did you doubt?  
 
You see, this is present where there is faith. There is faith, but now there is this 
hesitation, this wavering, this mixture.  The same word is used in Matthew 28 verse 16 
where it says: 
 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them.  And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted.27 

                                                
26 Matthew 14:31. 
27 Matthew 28:16-17. 
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Same word.  Now you have the 11. This is after Judas betrays him. This is after Christ is 
crucified. This is after his resurrection.  Christ is appearing now to the 11. These are 
clearly believers. In fact, they worship him, but in the hearts of some there is this 
uneasiness. There is this confusion. There is this hesitation.  In both cases you can see. 
These are not unbelievers. These are believers. But there is this lack of assurance. There 
is this struggle in their faith.  In fact, the statement that I think every believer here can 
indentify with is the statement of the Father that is found in Mark chapter nine verse 15 
which say this: 
 

And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed 
and ran up to him and greeted him.  And he asked them, “What are you 
arguing about with them?”   
 
And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son 
to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute.  And whenever it seizes 
him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes 
rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.”   
 
And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with 
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.”   
 
And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, 
immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled 
about, foaming at the mouth.28 

 
Let me just stop there and say something that just occurs to my mind. I am sure it does 
yours, as well.  If this situation happened today, the people who believe this might be 
demon possession, would they not be called superstitious? I mean this is not demon 
possession. Take him to the doctor.  And I am not ruling out medical issues at all or that 
sometimes a medical condition can result in seizures and all the rest, but I do want to 
remind us of the reality of the spiritual, the reality of the demonic.   
 
Verse 21. 
 

And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” 
And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into fire and into 
water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything...29 

 
Why are you trying to get to Jesus?  Do you come if you don’t believe he can do 
something? Notice: 
 

                                                
28 Mark 9:15-20. 
29 Mark 9:21-22. 
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But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” And 
Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are possible for one who 
believes.”30 

 
Now, listen. Is Christ dependent on this man’s faith to do something? Absolutely not. Are 
there examples of Christ performing miracles in the New Testament where no one asked 
him to?  Just last week, right? He raised that young man from the dead. Who asked him 
to do that? No one. He walks right up to the funeral procession, stops the bier with his 
hand, says to the young man, “Young man, arise.”  No one asked him to do any of that. 
There is no evidence that they had faith for that. He just did it. So why would Christ 
make is statement?  What is he getting a hold of here? This man’s faith. He is wanting to 
teach this man something about faith, to encourage his faith. It is possible for the one who 
believes. 
 
Verse 24: 
 
“Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, ‘I believe; help my unbelief!’”31 
 
Oh, Lord, I believe, but my faith isn’t very strong. I believe, but I am aware of what is 
within myself. I am aware of this mixture. I am aware of this hesitation. I am aware of 
this wavering. I am aware of this within myself. Lord, please help my unbelief.  
 
Isn’t it interesting? He looks to the very one in whom he believes, asking him to 
strengthen his belief.   I believe. Would you, the one in whom I believe, would you help 
me to believe more?   
 
So there it is. There is belief. There is faith.  But it is a faith that is aware of its weakness.  
It is a faith that is aware of a mixture, a hesitation.  The other word used in the New 
Testament for doubt is the word διακρινω diakino (dee-ak-ree’-no) which speaks of 
discrimination or judgment and when it is used of something going on within a person it 
means there are these conflicting ideas or judgments going on within someone. That word 
is also used in the New Testament.  So what do we understand about John the Baptist? Is 
he a believer? 
 
He is clearly a believer, filled with the Spirit from his mother’s womb.  Faithfully has 
declared the truth about who Jesus is. Beyond that specific calling of God he is ordained 
to be the Lord’s forerunner. He has proven himself to be a faithful man of God, a faithful 
prophet of God in that he is in prison right now for his absolute faithfulness to God and 
his Word. This man is a believer.  We need to be reminded of what John said about Jesus, 
John chapter one verse 29. 
 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before 

                                                
30 Mark 9:22-23. 
31 Mark 9:24. 
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me.’   I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing 
with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I 
saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.  I 
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God.”32 

 
No doubt there, is there?  No hesitation. No wavering.  He is the one who is to come. 
John was clear.  In fact, he even leads his disciples to follow Jesus, verse 35. 
 

The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he 
looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”   
 
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.33 

 
John is the one who said: 
 
“He must increase, but I must decrease.”34 
 
John is a believer.  In the way that John responds to his doubt is actually an evidence of 
his faith.  And I want to say that for us, for our purpose this morning. Realize this.  
Whether you are a genuine believer or not will be evidenced by the way you deal with 
your doubts. How does John deal with his doubt?  It is amazing.  John wants the answer 
about Jesus so who does he ask? Jesus.  I mean he goes right to the source. He sends the 
disciples to Jesus himself. Let that sink in. If you didn’t really believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, if you don’t really believe he is someone extraordinary, if you don’t really 
believe that he is to be trusted, then you would never ask him to give you the answer 
about his identity.  There have been scores of false prophets. There have been scores of 
false messiahs. You would never go to a false messiah and say, “Are you the Messiah?”  
The very fact that he sends the messengers to Jesus says he believes. He just wants his 
faith strengthened. That is all, because John’s trust in the person and the character of 
Christ that would look to Christ for his assurance.   
 
I want us to sort of sit down here for a moment and let this sink in. I think it is important 
that we emphasize this truth, that believers can doubt, because I know this.  There are 
many believers who are troubled by their doubts.  There are many believers who 
somehow think that doubt is outside the realm of genuine faith.  They may even think 
privately, I must not be a true believer, because if I had genuine faith there would be none 
of these doubts.  And maybe there is even someone here today that you think to yourself: 
How could someone like me, someone who has been taught for as long as I have been 
taught, someone who has walked with Christ for as long as I have walked with Christ? 
There may be an aged saint in this place is morning that you think to yourself, after all 

                                                
32 John 1:31-34. 
33 John 1:35-27. 
34 John 3:30.  
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these years, how could I have some of the thoughts run through my mind that sometimes 
do?  I mean, maybe even about things like the reality of heaven. I mean things like the 
reality of the gospel. And the thought runs through your mind and you are troubled by it 
and you say to yourself, “How could I ever be troubled with thoughts like this if I have 
genuine faith?”  
 
And I want to say to you that doubt is not an evidence of the absence of faith.  Doubt can 
be present where there is genuine faith.  But please note this important caution.  Doubt is 
not something we should ever be comfortable with. Doubt is not good. Doubt is 
dangerous. To live in doubt is to expose your life to something that will negatively 
impact you spiritually.  God wants our doubts to be answered. We have to address our 
doubts.  We need to ask God to extinguish our doubts, which is to say we need to ask 
God to strength our faith.  We must do what John the Baptist did. We have got to be 
honest about them and then we have go to the Lord himself to get the answers for them.   
 
Do you realize that today? If you re struggling with doubt there is no person who will be 
able to settle that for your heart. Only the Lord can. You need to go to him. That doesn’t 
mean you can’t make use of one of his people. That doesn’t mean that someone can’t 
help strengthen your faith as an instrument of God. But ultimately your faith needs to 
look upward. You need to look to Christ himself wherever there is doubt.  The answer is 
found in Christ. The answer will come from Christ and Christ will inevitably do what he 
does for John on this occasion. He, as we will see tonight, he is going to point John to the 
Scriptures.   
 
How do your doubts get answered? Answer: The Word of God.  The Word of God is 
true. The Word of God is a rock. You can trust what it says. It is the Word of God.  Go to 
God and ask him to strengthen your faith with his Word.   
 
So let me ask in closing this morning. Is there someone here today who has been 
struggling in their faith?  You are a believer.  And, please, don’t close your Bibles, your 
notebooks and all that.  I will be done in a moment.  I want you to hear me.  Is there 
someone that if you will be honest with yourself, you are on a slow slide backward?  If 
you look at your life, where you are right now in your walk with God, you can look back 
on times where your faith has been stronger, where your zeal has been stronger, where 
your love has been warmer, where your devotion has been greater and right now if you 
are paying attention to your spiritual condition, you are in a season of doubt. You may 
not have called it that.  You may not have identified as that, but I am going to tell you 
something, folks. If you believe what the Bible says about the present and if you believe 
what the Bible says about your future, your life will be changed. Amen?  If you believe 
what the Bible says about the present and you believe what the Bible says about the 
future, it is going to change every aspect of your life. I twill change your priorities. It will 
change where you invest. It will change what you are most concerned about. It will 
change what you will live for and what you will die for.  
 
And there are many people who profess they believe the truth, but if you look at their life 
they live like earth dwellers, as if heaven is not a reality at all, as if all that matters is the 
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here and the now.   
 
Have you been struggling? And then I ask you: Are you ready to know why?  Are you 
ready to discover why your doubts exist? We will talk about that tonight.  Are you ready 
to seek the answers?  Do you want your faith strengthened?  Do you cry out with that 
father in Mark nine who said, “Lord, I believe, but I am aware of within myself a 
weakness of faith. Would you strengthen my faith”? Is that your heart’s desire to have 
stronger faith?  
 
Let’s face it. We love someone whom we have never seen. Anybody here ever seen Jesus 
with your eyes?  But though we don’t see him, we love him.  We are living for a God 
whom we cannot see. We are headed toward a heaven we have never seen. The only way 
perceive these things is by faith.  And that faith is a gift from God.   
 
And so wherever you have been struggling, where are you going to look for the answer? 
How is your faith going to be strengthened? Will you look to Christ himself? Would you 
today from your heart cry out to the Lord and ask him to strengthen your faith so you will 
have greater love, greater zeal, greater devotion, greater investment in things that really 
matter, that matte forever?   
 
But also I want to encourage you. I want to ask. Do you find comfort in the knowledge 
that you are not alone, that believers do doubt? Thomas doubted. Was he a believer?  
Peter doubted.  Was he a believer? John the Baptist, as we are seeing, doubted.  He is a 
believer. Elijah, Old Testament, doubted. I often think about that. How do you face off 
with all these prophets of Baal and then Jezebel says she is going to kill you and you run?  
How does that happen?  Because he is human, because though he is a great man of God, 
he is subject to failure. 
 
But listen. We don’t celebrate doubt.  We celebrate the God who gives us faith and who 
deals patiently, lovingly, mercifully, but faithfully with our doubts so that our God will 
give us the answer for our doubts. The rock solid answers that are found in his Word and 
though that avenue he will do what we ask him to do.  If we sincerely ask him to 
strengthen our faith he will answer that prayer. He will strengthen and grow your faith.   
 
Only God gives faith.  Have you trusted in the Son of God for life? Is Jesus your Lord?  
Do you know him?  The good news is if today you perceive by faith that he is, indeed, 
the Son of God, if you believe God’s testimony concerning yourself that you are a sinner 
in need of forgiveness and reconciliation with God, if you will turn from your life of sin, 
from a life of lies and believe God’s truth by looking to his Son, today your faith will be 
met with the experience of salvation. You will be a new creature. Look. Old things have 
passed away. All things have become new. 
 
That is available to you today in God’s Son.  Look to him. Let’s pray together.  
 
Father in heaven, we thank you for the testimony of your Word that calls us to faith, but 
also comforts us where our faith is weak and calls us to seek your faith, your face for the 
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strengthening of our faith.  And so this morning, Lord, we do that. We look to your Son 
just as we look to him for life at the beginning, we look to him each day that we might live 
lives that honor you and we know that those will be lives of believing you. There is not a 
person in this room—I begin with me, Lord—I need greater faith. And there is not a 
person here who can’t say that. So we look to you. We look to our Savior. We look to 
your Word and we ask you to strengthen our faith in these days.  We pray for this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  


