
How To Be A Fruitful Christian
Part 2

John 15:12-17
BI: Every Christian is called to bear fruit that will last.  This we will do 
as we imitate the life of Jesus. 
Read John 15:12-17 
Introduction:  
     As you know we have been in an extended study of the Upper Room and Farewell 
Discourses of Jesus, which take place on the evening that He would be arrested. We are 
taking our time here because there is so much deep, rich truth to mine out of the text that 
has practical and profound implications for our lives.  

     By way of review, I think it’s important to be reminded that Jesus is speaking to his 
disciples about a life of future ministry. Jesus had called them to be His followers but 
soon they would be sent out as His emissaries proclaiming the truth of the saving Gospel 
to the ends of the earth. But as we learned last week, the apostles would not accomplish 
their mission alone. Just as Jesus called them to be His disciples, so they were given the 
responsibility of calling others to be His disciples. In fact, Jesus’ final instruction was that 
they go into all the world and “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, Son, and H.S., teaching them to obey all that Jesus commanded.” 

    This passage is extremely relevant to the modern church because the baton of ministry 
has been passed down from generation to generation of disciples ever since the apostles, 
and in our time it has been passed to us. We are now those who are called to do the work 
of the ministry. We are those who are called to “make disciples.” As we will soon see in 
chapter 17, where Jesus was praying His “high-priestly prayer,” He said to the Father 
(17:18), “As you sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.”  

    Their mission is now our mission, their calling our calling. As Paul explained in Eph. 
4, God gave apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastors and teachers “for the equipping of 
the saints.” Equipping for what? Equipping for the work of the ministry. So you see, we 
are all ministers. All of us who are disciples of Jesus Christ are both called and equipped 
to be emissaries of Jesus Christ to the world. Or, to use Jesus’ metaphor of the Vine and 
the branches, we have been called to bear much fruit to the glory of God and our own joy.  

      In this passage I see us several qualities of a fruitful follower of Christ, or 
characteristics of those whose life and ministry bears much fruit. This is really practical 
stuff, so lets take a few minutes to catch up from last time. 

I. Fruitful Christians Embrace the Call to Sacrificial Love: 



1. Read v. 12-13 & 17: 

2.  If you’re going to be a fruitful Christian the first thing you need to do is master loving 
people. Jesus really drove this point home in chapter 13 where He washed the disciple’s 
feet and then told them, “Now that you know these things you will be blessed if you do 
them.” Do what? In a word, rank yourself under other people and serve them sacrificially. 
Find out what their need is and meet it. Put their interests ahead of your own. Be willing 
to lay down your life for them. 
3. In a world where devotion to self is the highest virtue, loving others sacrificially is a 
rare and wonderful thing. When you love someone like that you are communicating the 
gospel without words. And by doing so, you may discover an open door to communicate 
the Gospel with words.  In any case, loving sacrificially is true love. It’s the beginning of 
fruitful ministry and you can do it regardless of how you feel. 
4. Jesus modeled this for us by washing His disciples feet, and ultimately by dying in our 
place. So if you want to bear much fruit, follow the example of Jesus and embrace the 
call to sacrificial love. 

II. Fruitful Christians Commit to a Life of Faithful Obedience:
1. Read v. 14

2. We have spent a significant amount of time on this point over the past few weeks, so I 
won’t belabor it. But its important to understand that obedience to Christ is one of the 
primary marks of a true disciple. Jesus said, “You are my friends if you do what I 
command.”
3. There is no such thing as fruitfulness apart from obedience to the word of God. This is 
made clear in even the Great Commission which defines a true disciple; Namely, that true 
disciples are those who are taught “to obey all that I have commanded you.”
4. Once again, Jesus is our example. In 14:31 He said, “So that the world will know that I 
love the Father, I do exactly what the Father commanded me.” So here again, we learn 
that a disciple is one who learns to live just like their Master. Jesus loved sacrificially, so 
we love sacrificially. Jesus obeyed the word of His Father, so we live in obedience to the 
Father. There’s nothing legalistic about obedience. It is simply the way Jesus lived, and 
the way fruitful Christians live as well. 
9. So, becoming a fruitful Christian means Embracing the Call To Sacrificial Love, and 
Committing to a walk of Faithful Obedience. Third…

III. Fruitful Christians Grow in the Knowledge of their Master’s 
Business.
1. Read v. 15

2. We learned last time that the word “Friend” here is a term used for a friend of the king 
or emperor, or a friend at court. It refers to the inner circle around the king.  “The “friends 



of the king” would be close to him and know his secret plans, but they would also be 
subject to him and have to obey his commands.”  The reason the king would disclose His 1

plans to His trusted friends was so that they would go into all the realm and do his 
bidding.  

3. I was reminded this week that “One day while he was a fugitive, David was near 
Bethlehem, his home city, and he longed for a drink of water from the well by the gate. 
Three of his mighty men were close enough to David to hear his sigh, and they risked 
their lives to bring their king the water that he longed for (2 Sam. 23:15–17). That is what 
it means to be a friend of the king.”  2

4. If you are friend of the King your desire is to serve Him, to obey Him, to please Him, 
and when necessary, to risk your life for Him. The difference between being a slave and 
being a “friend” is the fact that the King has revealed His plans, His truth to you by the 
Spirit and the Word.  

5. In the O.T. there were only two characters whom God called His “friend” – Abraham 
and Moses. To both of these men God gave specific revelation that equipped them to go 
and do His bidding in the world. The same is true for us. Our friendship with Jesus (the 
King) comes with specific revelation and instruction to equip and transform us for the 
purpose of representing Him and accomplishing His mission in the world.  

6. As Jesus said to His men on a different occasion, “To you it has been granted to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.” So it’s incumbent upon to actively grow in our 
knowledge of our Master’s business.  

7. And once again we look to Christ as our example. When He was just a boy we are told 
(Lk. 2:40) that He “continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the 
grace of God was upon Him.”  

8. What about you? Are you growing, becoming strong, and increasing in wisdom and 
knowledge of His word? If you desire to bear much fruit, you must grow in the 
knowledge of your Master’s business.  

9. Now we come to verse 16 where we learn that  

IV. Fruitful Christians Rejoice that they are Chosen to Bear Fruit.  
1. Read v. 16 

2. Jesus says, “I chose you. I was not chosen by you.” This was not the first time Jesus 
reminded His men that He was the One who had initiated their relationship.  

• Jn. 6:70 “Did I Myself not choose you, the Twelve…?” 
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• Jn. 13:18 “I do not speak of all of you. I know the one’s I have chosen.” 
• Jn. 15:19 “I chose you out of the world…” 

3. Luke records for us the occasion when Jesus spent the whole night on the mountain in 
prayer to the Father before choosing the twelve to be His disciples out of all the people 
who were following Him. They did not choose Him. He chose them. He was the initiator. 
They were the responders. 

4. As Leon Morris observes, 
We always tend to think that when it comes to a relationship with Jesus the initiative is 
with us. Jesus now assures his followers that this is not the case. It was not they who 
chose him as was normally the case when disciples attached themselves to a particular 
rabbi. Students the world over seek out the teacher of their choice and attach themselves 
to him or her. But Jesus disciples did not hold the initiative. On the contrary, it was He 
who chose them  (Morris. 600). 3

5. Why was it important for Jesus to remind them of this right now? Perhaps it was 
because Jesus knew what a terrible trial they would soon be facing when, in just a few 
hours, He would be arrested and led off to execution. You just have to believe that after 
Jesus’ death, when things couldn’t seem anymore bleak and helpless, they would begin to 
second-guess the wisdom of becoming a disciple of Jesus. They would begin to question,  

• Did I make the wrong choice?  
• Should I have just kept my distance from Jesus and followed Him from afar like 

everyone else?  
• Was following Him worth the cost now that we have been kicked out of the 

synagogue and branded as a scourge to society? 
• Was I a fool to chose Jesus over my career, my job, my livelihood, my family? 

6. Before any of these questions could come to tempt them Jesus brought this profound 
truth to their remembrance, “You did not choose me. I chose you.” You didn’t make a 
mistake because the choice was never ultimately yours to make. I chose you.  

7. This is always the case with Jesus’ true disciples. He always takes the initiative. He 
chose us. We see this everywhere in the NT: 

• Acts 1:24  When the apostles needed to replace Judas they prayed, “Lord… show which 
one of these two you have chosen.” 

• Acts. 9:15  When Ananias was sent to Saul of Tarsus to heal his blindness, the Lord said, 
“Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine, to bear my name before the Gentiles.” 

• 1 Cor. 1:27–28 Paul is speaking of regular, every-day believers like you and me when He 
writes, “God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base 
things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He 
may nullify the things that are, the things that are not so that He might nullify the things 
that are so that no man may boast before God.” 
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• Eph. 1:4  Regarding our salvation Paul teaches that “He chose is in Him before the 
foundation of the world.”  

8. The doctrine of election offers us ultimate security. If we belong to Jesus Christ, if His 
Spirit is giving us life and causing us to bear fruit to the glory of God it is not because we 
chose Him, but that He chose us. He was the initiator in our salvation. That’s why John 
can say in His first epistle, “We love God because He first loved us” (1 Jn. 4:19). God 
initiates the relationship by the shear impulse of His grace, and we respond to Him in 
faith. That’s how salvation happens… whether we are sensitive to those dynamics at the 
time or not.  

9. Nevertheless, as encouraging as the doctrine of election would be to the apostles later 
on, the truth that would bring them more immediate encouragement would have been 
what came next. Jesus said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you…” 

10. The word “appoint” here means “to set aside for a specific task or function.” It’s 
important to understand that when the NT talks about our election the point is not merely 
about our privilege but also our purpose. God saves us not merely so that we can enjoy 
Him forever, but so that we might also glorify Him through active service.  

11. We see this all the way back in Genesis when God chose Abraham out of all the 
people of the earth and gave him a new name and promised to bless Him. And yet God’s 
purpose was not merely Abraham’s blessing. God chose Him and appointed Him to leave 
his homeland and go to a country he did not know where God would use Him to bring 
about the nation of Israel through whom all the peoples of the earth would be blessed.  

12.  Jesus’ message to His disciples was not merely that He had chosen them, but that He 
had also appointed (or “ordained”) them to go into the world and accomplish something 
that would bring God great glory.  

13. What did Jesus have in mind? How would the disciples glorify God after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection? First of all they would bear much fruit.  

14. Here Jesus draws upon the metaphor He just offered them in His teaching of the Vine 
and the Branches. Jesus is the life-giving Vine and his disciples are the branches through 
whom God would  produce “Much Fruit” (15:5, 8).  

• Through their ministry of the Gospel, many would come to believe in Jesus and find eternal life 
in His name.  

• Through their ministry churches would be planted all over the known world. 
• Through their service many would begin to comprehend the deep rich truths of Scripture as they 

were intended to be understood from the beginning.  
• Through their ministry much evil in the world would be overthrown.  
• Through their ministry judgment would fall upon those who hate and reject God’s Messiah.  
• And through their ministry the works of Jesus would be multiplied exponentially and disciples by 

the millions would be equipped with the Word of God in order to train others also to faithful 
follow Christ.  



15. Jesus called and appointed these men to bear much fruit. And not a fragile, temporary 
fruit either, but fruit that would remain.  

16. This had to be a profound encouragement to Jesus’ men as they were beginning to 
face the terrible storm of Jesus’ arrest, condemnation and crucifixion. All this talk about 
being chosen and appointed to bear much fruit could only have meant that whatever was 
going to happen to Jesus would not be the end! There was much more to come after He 
was offered as the once-for-all sacrifice for sin.  

17. So Jesus chose them and appointed them to bear much fruit. And they would bear 
fruit. Implicit in this statement by Jesus is a declaration that they WOULD bear fruit Just 
as the life of Jesus bore much fruit. Because they were abiding in Him, they most 
certainly would bear much fruit. But it wasn’t as if He expected them to bear fruit of their 
own wits and wisdom. We know that because Jesus has already said (15:5) “Apart from 
Me you can do nothing.” Bearing fruit doesn’t happen merely as a consequence of hard 
work. Rather, fruit that remains is brought about by the Spirit of God through prayer (end 
of v. 16). 

18. Prayer is essential to the believer’s fruitfulness. This is more of a sub-point in this 
passage than a main point. But we could easily add this to the list or characteristics of 
Christians who bear fruit.  

V. Fruitful Christians remember that Fruit-bearing is dependent upon 
prayer. 
19. The fact that the Lord repeats the promise of v. 7… “Whatever you ask of the Father 
in My name He will give to you,” emphasizes the essential link between prayer and 
evangelism, or prayer and fruitfulness of any kind. Show me a Christian whose life and 
ministry are abundantly fruitful and I will show you a Christian who prays.  

20. Once again, Jesus is our model. He would often get up early to be alone with the 
Father and to entreat Him in prayer. If He needed to pray, how much more do we? 

21. Well there you have it. These are some of the primary characteristics of believers who 
bear much fruit.  

I. They Embrace the call to Sacrificial Love  (12,13, 17) 
II. They Commit to a life of Faithful Obedience (14; cf. 12,17) 
III. They continually Grow in the knowledge of our Master’s Business (15) 
IV. They Rejoice to know we are Chosen to bear fruit (16) 
V. They Remember that fruit-bearing is dependent on prayer (16) 

22. So what are the are the characteristics of your life my fellow disciples? Do you 
joyfully sacrifice to meet other’s needs? Do you strive for greater obedience to Christ? 
Are you growing in your understanding of God’s word? Are you comforted by the fact 



that you are chosen and sent into ministry to the church and the world? And is your life 
marked by dependent prayer? 

23. The disciples needed to know all of this because they were about to begin facing 
something we in the United States are only beginning to face – Persecution. And we will 
learn about that next time.  

BI: Every Christian is called to bear fruit that will last.  This we will do 
as we imitate the life of Jesus. 


