
 

ROMANS 8:1       (Communion)                                                                                      SONGS:     362   308   293   203   388 

                                                                NO  CONDEMNATION! 

INTRO:  At the heart of the gospel and the foundation of our joy is the word: “NO CONDEMNATION!" 
              In the supper Christ says: Partaking of me, you are in me; and for those in me there is no condemnation. 

I.  THE BLESSING IS A PRESENT REALITY 
A.  The context of this word. “There is therefore now…” 

1.  The word “therefore” connects our verse with the preceding and as a conclusion. 
2.  The entire section before expresses the truth that we are not under the law but under grace. 
3.  The word “now” does not have a temporal sense, in that we once were under condemnation but no longer. 
4.  Rather it has a logical sense: the argument has been set forth. We are saved not by works but by grace. 

B.  God’s word in our text is a legal declaration. 
1. The declaration “No condemnation” comes out of the courtroom. 
2. It presupposes that there is a judgment and that there is a judge. And he judges. 
3. The judge judges with the strictest justice and righteousness. 
4. Usually we think of judgment as future: the judgment day. But that is the revelation of God’s continual judgment. 
5. God always judges, judges every moment the heart and the secret thoughts of the heart and acts accordingly. 

C.  The negative form of our text. 
1. Our text could read, positively: “God declares us righteous and acts accordingly. 
2. But it is in the negative because our present experience condemns us.  

a. We are part of the whole sinful human race. 
b. There is the testimony of my conscience which loudly accuses me all the time (Rom.7). 
c. There is the suffering of this present time and the fact that we die (Ps. 90). 

 3.   There should be lots of condemnation for me. 
       4.   That is why the Apostle Paul says literally, “not one condemnation”. 

D.   The reality of the gospel: 
       1. There never was condemnation for God’s people. God does not change. God sees us eternally in Christ Jesus. 
        2. Justification is the truth that God’s declaration to me is: “Righteous, perfectly righteous!”   
 3. Not just some day in the future will I hear that declaration, but now, because under grace, in Christ Jesus. 

II. A FIRM BASIS IS JESUS CHRIST ALONE 
A.  The legal ground for this declaration. 

1.  God is a just God, and will not justify without a reason. 
2.  My own conscience needs to know the ground for this glorious verdict. 
3.  In God’s counsel, Christ is first. God determined to glorify himself in his Son, Christ and his church.  
4.  God determined to glorify himself in the way of sin and grace. There is no condemnation through the cross of Christ 

B.  Jesus is the revelation of the righteousness of God. 
1.  Jesus came and substituted himself in the place of guilty sinners. 
2.  Jesus was condemned in our place. God is just, and righteous, pouring out his wrath for sin on his own dear Son. 
3.  Jesus paid the penalty for our sins, and also brought to God the perfect obedience in love that he demands. 
4.  That righteousness is freely imputed to all those who are in Christ Jesus. 

C.  Those who are in Christ Jesus. 
1.  By nature we are “in Adam” the head of the whole corporation of the human race.  
2.  But by grace, we were eternally given to Christ Jesus. We are now in Christ. What does this phrase mean? 
3.  Christ came down from heaven, was with us a short while, died, arose again and ascended into heaven. 
4.  Not locally as we are now in church. But spiritually we are in Christ in a vital relationship: vine w/ branches. 
5.  By faith we live out of Christ, appropriate him, draw him into us But this is not the basis of justification but the fruit 
6. “IN CHRIST” must be understood legally. This means that there is no imputation of sin. There is forgiveness! 
7. Those who are “in him” are righteous with his righteousness. 

III. A PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION BY THE WALK 
A. Negatively: 

1. As far as our justification is concerned, these words could be omitted. Not the ground that there is no condemnation. 

2. But they mark those who are “in Christ”. 
3. Our life is revealed in our flesh. Those whose walk is fleshly, giving in to the sinful flesh show that they are not in Christ.  
4. There is condemnation and only condemnation now and in the judgment day unless there is repentance and faith. 

B. Positively: 
1. The new principle of life in Christ is in conflict with that old sinful nature. 
2. Walking in the Spirit, my whole life, outward and inward desires to walk after the Spirit of Christ who works in me. 
3. It means that we desire to crucify the flesh, we hate the walk of sin and disobedience. No delight in sin! 
4. This is the necessary characteristic of those who are in Christ. We cannot be in Christ legally w/o vital relationship. 
5. We cannot be justified without being sanctified. 
6. The assurance that we are “IN CHRIST” is in the way of sanctification. This is the way of our being blessed. 
7. The fruit of this walk in sanctification is that we say, “There is no condemnation”. Not now or in the judgment day! 


