
 

James 2:13 
The Rule of Mercy 

 
Without mercy … 
 
I. Let the Mercy You Know 
 A. Just Judgement 
 B. Meets Mercy 
 C. Mercy Wins 
 
II. Be the Mercy You Show 
 A. A Principle 
 B. A Sobering Test  
 C. Christ-like Practice 
 
III. In all Circumstances 
 A. Testing 
 B. Triumphs 
 
… where would you be? 
 
Children, Listen …  
1. Is it important for us to know how much God hates sin? Why? 
2. What did God do to make a way for us to be forgiven of our sins? 
3. Because Jesus took the punishment for the sins of His people we don’t 
have to. How should that make us feel? 
4. If God has forgiven us our great sin against Him, should we learn to 
forgive people who may sin against us? 
5. Do you know Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant? What bothers you 
about that story? How does the story help you? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Tell Tale Hearts 

What goes on in our hearts is typically revealed in our actions. This is not 

always true of course as some of us become experts at masking our genuine 

feelings. But even if we can manage our outward reactions we still know 

what we are thinking and it is not always good and often ungracious. 

Oftentimes our inner thoughts do outwardly manifest themselves in ways 

that shock others and should shock us. Such is the case with feelings and 

expressions of mercy … or the lack thereof. If we, in our hearts, lack in 

understanding just how profound God’s forgiveness of us in Christ is, we 

ourselves will probably lack the ability to show others mercy if they offend 

us. We may not literally mercilessly throttle someone like the character in 

Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant does but the sentiment might be 

the same if we are not careful. We may lash out … but we also might 

secretly stew – either way we’ve got a sin problem to deal with. A good rule 

of thumb for us when someone slights us or sins against us will be to pause 

a minute, consider Christ, His cross and the cost of our forgiveness – and 

then in turn, by His grace, display to our offenders the kind of mercy we 

ourselves have been shown by the Lord.  

 


