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Adopting Grace and the Trinity (John 14:18-23) 

This week 4 years ago I travelled to the Democratic Republic of Congo for 

the first time. Many of you know the story of the loss of our first adopted 

son Mark Joseph, it was 4 years ago tomorrow, but I remember it like it was 

yesterday. I’ll never forget how much our home church loved us and Christ 

through many of you. I gave our baby a proper burial and helped my friends 

Gabe and Josie with their adoption and our friend Didier of Compassion for 

Congo ministry. On that first 2 week trip, in the last 2 days, a very special 

lady introduced me to a very special boy named Bonheur (that’s French for 

happiness, a very appropriate name for what he’s brought into our life, aka 

Matteus, a form of Matthew “gift of God,” also very fitting for him). His 

middle name Samuel from the OT Bible story was special to his birth mom. 

 

While we were there in DRC when Josie first shared the opportunity I might 

have for another son on our Africa trip, I remember sobbing. Later when he 

was brought to the orphanage, and I left him for the first time, he was crying 

and I was told he later asked ‘where’s Papa Phil?’ I remember writing that I 

think I cried harder, but this time it was tears of joy. In Swahili, interpreters 

explained to the 19-month-old that this man holding him would be his new 

father and that had to leave but would come back. I’m not sure how much 

he understood, but he had told the family he was living with that day a moto 

car was going to pick him up, and he loved being in a moto car, and talked 

incessantly about it. He’d probably never been in one before and definitely 

had never known a father before and never touched a white man’s skin, but 

I remember him sitting on my lap and touching every part of my eyes, hair, 

mouth, and touching his own, and seeming satisfied I wasn’t that different. 

 

The last night before we left Africa I took a picture of the sunset with a little 

guy holding my hand way up here, and I posted on our blog the words of Ps 

146:9 “The Lord watches over…He upholds the widow and the fatherless.” 

Ps 68:5-6 NIV “A Father to the fatherless…God sets the lonely in families.”  

Matteus was as smart as any 19-month old I’ve known, talking in sentences 

in his language, and he was smart enough to realize when I was leaving. His 

crying face when I walked away from the orphanage I can still see vividly, a 

sad little child who couldn’t understand. What could you say at a time like 

that? The only thing I could think of to say, the words of our text, Jn 14:18:  

         I will not leave you as orphan…I will come to you. Yet a little while … 

 

Didier helped me tell him I will come to you in Swahili, ‘meta kuya ten.’ It 

would be a little while before he would see me, but I did come to him again 
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By God’s grace I’ve experienced in my life a taste of what Jesus is talking 

about in the human realm. Our family has been given a glimpse of a greater 

reality Jesus speaks of here, a visible picture of His greater spiritual truths. 

This truth has changed our home, it’s changed my life, and it can yours, too. 

Jesus promises in the next verse that they would see Him again, and He also 

promises a new life in that verse. The next verse promises inseparable union 

of father and son in v. 20, an intimacy that we who aren’t left as orphans are 

privileged to be in on. v. 21 speaks of those the Father will love and v. 23 is 

a promise that the Father will make a new home with the Son with believers 

 

It’s one of the sweetest promises in the Bible, a home sweet home with God 

the Father who cares for the fatherless and is Comforter of the comfortless.  

The KJV of our text, John 14:18, says ‘I will not leave you comfortless…’ I 

feel like I have more of a sense of what Jesus meant now than years before. 

The first couple days at the orphanage Matteus refused to be comforted and 

would not smile. I tried playing with him and tickling him and everything I 

could think of, but he was the only child at the orphanage I couldn’t get to 

smile. I was determined not to leave him comfortless and to return for him 

as v. 18 says and as v. 19 says after a little while that he would see me again 

 

A little while later, just weeks later, I came with my wife, his new mom, to 

bring our new son to his new brother and new sisters and new family and 

new church family and new country and new citizenship in his new life. 

Even physically and visibly he has a whole new demeanor now, a happiness 

to match his French name and his new identity, new language, new home. 

To borrow the language of v. 23 we came to him and made our home with 

him. Jesus says in 15:11 that all these things He said were for our joy to be 

full. Physically and visibly earthly adoption pictures spiritually a far greater 

reality and family, how the Trinity is at work to adopt us into God’s family: 

1. The adoption by the Trinity 

2. The affection of the Trinity 

3. The application for us 

 

The Adoption by the Trinity – the Spirit in 14:16-17 makes His home in a 

believer, and there’s a sense in which in v. 23 the Father and Son also make 

their home with the believer. That’s where this is going but it starts in v. 18 

with Jesus saying ‘I will not leave you as orphans. I will come to you.’ 

 

The context is the upper room on the night where Jesus was about to leave 

them to die on the cross. If you look at 13:33 He calls them ‘little children.’ 
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That’s the only time in the NT where Jesus calls them that, a special word 

and term for dearly loved little ones. Something very special is happening at 

this time in redemptive history, and Jesus has a special care for the disciples 

who see Him as the head of this new family of faith. So He tells them when 

He dies, He won’t leave these loved little children as orphans, as fatherless, 

or comfortless. One version says He promised not to abandon them. In Heb. 

13 God says ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we can confidently 

say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?’ 

 

Here in 14:16 the Lord promised them another helper like Christ had been 

who would be with them forever. That’s what helps us not fear, like v. 1 

began this chapter, knowing the Lord is our helper and His Spirit is another, 

as our ever-present never-leaving never-forsaking God. We can confidently 

say that. Now, some are not confident of which person of the Trinity Jesus 

is talking about in v. 18 when He says I will come to you, whether it’s only 

talking about Jesus coming back to them physically at His resurrection or is 

it talking about the Spirit coming to them at Pentecost. But I think it’s clear 

in the immediate context of v. 18 Jesus meant He physically will come to 

them after He was raised from the dead. They might feel abandoned orphan-

like as little children whose father of the faith had died but Jesus promises it 

will only be a little while till He sees them in v. 19, a little while of 3 days. 
[by v. 23 the whole Trinity comes to believers, but initially just Jesus] 

19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. 

[after the resurrection He doesn’t appear to the unbelieving world] Because 

I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father 

… 

That sounds to me like Jesus living after He dies, and as a result they would 

know in that day that Jesus truly is God. Look at John 20:28 and that’s what 

Thomas says. Initially doubting Thomas didn’t believe for a little while till 

he saw Him, the prints in His hand and side, and because He lived, Thomas 

knew Jesus was God: 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”… 

[look at v. 31] but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  

  

Thomas sees and believes Jesus is God the Son and because He lives if we 

believe the same we also have life in Christ. I think that’s what 14:19 means 

as well, Thomas and the 11 would see Him a little while after He died, and 

because He lives, believers have life in Him. That seems to be primary, but 

it could also apply in some sense to when the resurrected Christ went up to 

heaven: He wasn’t leaving them orphans, the Spirit of Christ came to them. 



4 

 

4 

 

We’re not left as orphans either when Jesus left earth. 14:18 isn’t a coming 

of Jesus at the end of the age like v. 3, otherwise all Christians are orphans 

till then. No, Jesus went to the cross to die, but He wouldn’t stay dead like a 

father of fatherless children. He would not stay in that state and would not 

leave them in this state. He rose again and came to them again and they saw 

Him and the resurrection power of that life is in every believer by the Spirit. 

The world didn’t and can’t see but these ‘little children’ saw Him. As Jesus 

began to appear to those who believed in Him, He had a new name for them  

 

Look at 15:15: No longer do I call you servants, for the servant [lit. ‘slave’] 

does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends … 

This is a huge turning point in the history of salvation. As Jesus is about to 

go to the cross, He calls His slaves His ‘friends.’ Abraham in the OT was a 

friend of the Lord, now because of the cross every believer in Jesus is friend 

of Jesus! We’re to call Him Lord and God (20:31) but Jesus calls us friends! 

That in itself is monumental but it doesn’t stop there. Look at John 20, v. 17  

 

The resurrected Christ says this to Mary Magdalene in 20:17 “Do not cling 

to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and 

say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father …’” Notice it’s 

not ‘go to my friends,’ it’s ‘go to my brothers’! This is huge! Jesus fulfills 

His promise from a little while earlier to not leave them as orphans, and not 

just orphans in an emotional sense. By His redemption in a relational sense, 

too, former orphans and slaves get adopted to His family as His brothers! If 

you are in Christ, you are a brother of Christ! Rom 8:28 says for those who 

love God and are called according to His purpose, God works all things for 

good, the next verse says He ‘predestined [us] to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers …  

 

That means Jesus has the preeminent place as heir and has many brothers. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us [in that context, 

if we are part of the many brothers of Jesus, then], who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 

not also with him graciously give us all things?[because we’re His brother]  

 

John 20:17 is the first time any are called brothers of Jesus, after the cross. 

Jesus said in John 8 sinners are slaves of sin and their father is the devil 

(8:34, 44) but at the cross Jesus redeems believing sinners, that’s a buying 

back from the slave market, Jesus pays the price to make us His brothers so 

He can share His inheritance with us and His intimate love for all of eternity 
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In Gal 4 Paul says God sent His Son ‘to redeem those who were under the 

law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, 

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  

So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir…’ (v.5-7)  

 

God the Father adopts, God the Son redeems, God the Spirit seals the deal 

in Eph 1, too. Jesus redeemed us as fellow sons, as brothers adopted by His 

Father. That happened on the cross and the Spirit at Pentecost and forward 

confirms our adoption as we cry out to God as our Father, as our Abba. In 

the upper room after Jn 14:18 Jesus left them in the Garden of Gethsemane 

and that night He cried out in agony ‘Abba, father’ (Mk 14) as He sweated 

drops of blood. He knew on the cross He would feel abandoned, fatherless, 

comfortless, orphaned, as the Father turned His face away from the sin on 

Jesus on the cross. It would be the only time Jesus didn’t speak to God as 

Father when He cried out ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?!’  

 

But Jesus is forsaken in that sense so we will never be forsaken in that way! 

He was abandoned temporarily so all believing in Him won’t be eternally! 

Jesus cried out to Abba father in His agony so we can cry to Him in ours! 

Jesus died and rose to redeem us so He could call us my brothers in 20:17. 

This is the first time Jesus says my brothers by resurrecting adopting grace. 

Despite the shameful conduct of His disciples who had deserted Him that 

weekend, Jesus is “not ashamed to call them brothers” as Heb. 2:11 says, 

because v. 10 says, on the cross Jesus was “bringing many sons to glory.” 

He did not leave them as orphans, He came back so God could be their abba 

 

John wrote in 1 John 3 of adopting grace: Behold what manner of love the 

Father has given unto us: that we should be called the sons of God! And 

such we are! (or NIV: How great is the love the Father has lavished on 

us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!)  

 

We’re not just called God’s children, we really are God’s children! We are 

brothers of Christ. Behold what manner of love! Behold how great is lavish 

adopting grace! Even angels in all their amazed praise can’t sing this, only 

adopted children of Adam are called “children of God” by the Father! How 

do we come to be children of the Father? Jesus says in Jn 14:6 I am the way, 

the truth and the life, no one gets to the Father but through me. Or in 1:12, 

those who believe in Christ become children of God who so loved in 3:16. 

 

This takes us from the adoption of the Trinity to the Affection of the Trinity 
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In John 14:20 Jesus talks about the intimate and interconnected love and life 

of God the Father and God the Son now shared with adopted brothers: 20 In 

that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 

 

That ‘in me’ part, believers being ‘in Christ,’ is a pretty familiar idea in the 

NT. Paul in all of his books repeatedly talks about our union in Christ, but 

the end of v. 20 is one of the few times we read of Christ being in you as a 

believer: you in me, and I in you. The believer isn’t just in Christ, Christ is 

in the believer. And 2-3 minutes later He explained it more in John 15, v. 5: 
5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  We’ll 

get into that chapter more next month, but it’s clearly an interconnected life 

 

It’s not only intertwined like branch and vine, it’s intimately internally life 

in union with Christ. Paul’s version of the analogy of vine and branches is 

the image of head and body, internally interconnected not by vines but veins 

as blood and life flows in the body through the head it’s in vital union with.  

The Trinity has a mystical or mysterious union of love God shares with us. 

 

Look at Jn 17:23. Jesus prays for believers in v. 20, asking the Father, v. 23: 

I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the 

world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me … 
26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, 

that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”  

 

That’s an amazing statement, the love of God the Father for the Son, Jesus 

prays it will be in His church, in you, and that Jesus Himself will be in you. 

In v. 20 this is His prayer for us, it’s for all believers to come in the future. 

The inseparable love of the Trinity, the most intimate love in the universe is 

to be in us, the Lord Jesus Himself is in us in some sense. I don’t know how 

to explain that any better than I know how to explain the Trinity but it’s true 
[in Rev 3:21 Jesus promises to come in to the believer in deeper fellowship] 

To Paul being in the faith, in Christ, or Christ in you is all the same reality: 

‘Examine yourselves, see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves [if] 

…Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail to meet the test’ 2 Cor 13:5.  

Paul in Col 1:27 says the gospel mystery ‘is Christ in you the hope of glory’ 

and in Gal 2:20 ‘It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.’ And 

back in John 14, Jesus explains it in v. 21: Whoever has my commandments 

and keeps them, he it is who loves me [repeats v. 15]. And he who loves me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him. 
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Love for Jesus will be shown in obeying Jesus, we’ve looked at that before, 

but in the end of v. 21 Jesus shows us something new, the Father’s love and 

the Son will show His love in new manifestations, greater disclosures of His 

love. Not the redeeming love that brought us into the family, it’s a relational 

love for those in the family. The same author John wrote ‘we love because 

He first loved us’ (1 Jn 4:19), that’s the love that saves us and causes us to 

love, but then as we love and obey Jesus promises more manifestations of it. 

God promises blessings as believers obey, salvation is by grace, but there 

are blessings for obedience, here a greater intimacy and disclosure of Christ. 

  

One writer says: ‘Christ manifests himself to the soul as the most gracious 

Savior, as the most lovely Bridegroom, as the most faithful Shepherd, as the 

most mighty King, as the most wise Teacher, as the most ready Physician’1 

 
22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest 

yourself to us, and not to the world?” [he’s thinking of OT prophecies that 

Messiah would manifest His glory to the world, but that’s for a 2nd coming]  
23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 

Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.  

 

This is an amazing promise! In v. 16-17 Jesus spoke of the Spirit coming to 

dwell with believers, now Jesus promises to those who love Him that both 

God the Father and God the Son will also come to that one and make their 

home with that believer. The whole Trinity is with the one who loves Jesus!  

 

The Puritan Charles Ross writes that when the Spirit ‘brings Jesus with him; 

it is not as a cold indifferent guardian, or protector merely, of fatherless 

children…but as the blessed Comforter…to endear him … Christ’s coming 

at the resurrection prepared the way for his coming in the Spirit, even as his 

coming in the Spirit prepares his people for his coming in glory…wherever 

the Spirit of Christ is, there are both the Father and the Son (Rom 8:15). But 

what majestic words…are these…most wonderful? The Father and the Son 

coming and taking up permanent, eternal abode with the soul … on earth, it 

is God who dwells with the believer [! And then he adds] …None shall 

dwell with God in heaven, with whom God does not first dwell on earth.’2 

 

This word for home is the same word in v. 2, many mansions or dwellings 

in the Father’s heavenly house, but what’s amazing is Jesus here promises 

the loving obedient Christian that before heaven or the 2nd coming, Jesus 

will come to them to make a dwelling with them in this life in some sense. 
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And what’s even more mind-boggling and I’m not sure I fully understand it 

or that it talks about this anywhere else, but it says the Father will come to 

the believer also. The believer becomes a mansion or dwelling for God the 

Father and God the Son: we will come to him and make our home with him. 

 

Scholars struggle to explain this. D.A. Carson tries: ‘However experienced, 

this is an anticipation or inauguration of the final consummating experience 

of God after the [coming of v. 2-3].’3 In John 1 it said Jesus became flesh 

and dwelt among us, the verb form of tabernacle. In chapter 2 Jesus called 

Himself the temple of God that if they destroyed He would rebuild in 3 days 

and after He died and His body rose again, the church is the body of Christ, 

and the NT says believers in His body are now the dwelling of God and the 

temple of God (2 Cor 6:16). But like Carson says there’s a consummation 

still to come. Jn 14:23 is an anticipation of, inauguration of Revelation 21: 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth…“Behold, the dwelling place of 

God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them as their God … [it describes the intimate love 

of God wiping tears from eyes, Father and Son making eternal home at last]  

 

We’ve seen God’s adoption and affection, so what’s the application for us? 

I want to keep it simple like Dean often does Sunday PM, just 2 questions: 

#1. Is God at Home in you? 

- Is God in you? If not, come to Him through Jesus (v. 6). 

Turn from your sin, trust in Him to save as Lord and God 

- If He’s in you, but you want Him more deeply intimately 

in your heart and life, what do you do? In v. 21 and v. 23, 

the key to is loving obedience of Christ. Love and obey, 

there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, and to receive 

the full blessings He promises here in v. 21 and in v. 23. 

 

Ephesians 2-3 sounds a lot like those verses when it says we’re ‘members of 

the household of God…a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit [and so Paul prays] 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love 

of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God’ (2:19-22, 3:17-19). If you want to apply that, pray Eph 3.  

 

 2nd question: Are you living like an orphan or an heir? 
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Ephesians begins with God in love adopting, giving an inheritance. Rom 8 

‘you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God 

--and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ…’ 

 

J.C. Ryle has a sermon called “Are You an Heir?” He said: ‘if you are not a 

son and heir of God, let me entreat you to become one without delay. 

Would you be rich? There are unsearchable riches in Christ…Would you be 

happy? You shall have a peace which passes understanding, and which the 

world can never give, and never take away. Oh, come out, and take up the 

cross, and follow Christ!...hear the Word of the Lord—"I will receive you, 

and will be a Father unto you, and you shall be my sons and daughters…” 

 … if you are a son of God, I beseech you to walk worthy of your 

Father's house…to solemnly to honor Him in your life—and above all to 

honor Him by implicit obedience to all His commands, and hearty love to 

all His children. Labor to travel through the world like a child of God, and 

heir of glory. Let men be able to trace a family likeness between you and 

Him … Live a heavenly life. Seek things that are above … be content … 

Labor to feel like a son of God in every condition…you are placed. 

Never forget you are on your Father's ground so long as you are here on 

earth. Never forget that a Father's hand sends all your mercies and crosses. 

Cast every care on Him. Be happy and cheerful in Him. Why indeed are 

you ever sad if you are the King's son? Why should men ever doubt when 

they look at you, whether it is a pleasant thing to be one of God's children?  

 Labor to behave towards others like a son of God…Be a peacemaker 

among all you know. Seek for your children…God above everything else. 

Seek for them an inheritance in heaven, whatever else you do for them. No 

man leaves his children so well provided for, as he who leaves them sons 

and heirs of God. Persevere in your Christian calling, if you are a son…’4  
 

I once was an outcast stranger on earth, A sinner by choice, an alien by birth, 

But I’ve been adopted, my name’s written down, An heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown. 

… A tent or a cottage, why should I care? They’re building a palace for me over there; 

Though exiled from home, yet still may I sing: All glory to God, I’m a child of the King. 

 I’m a child of the King, A child of the King:  

With Jesus my Savior, I’m a child of the King.5 
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