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!
“LAST CALL”!!

I. Introduction !
A. The book of Hosea began with the Lord commanding the prophet to take 

to himself a “wife of whoredom”, a woman who had a prior reputation of 
unfaithfulness and would be unfaithful to Hosea.  !

B. God did this in order that Hosea’s marriage to this woman Gomer could 
serve as an illustration of God’s relationship with the nation of Israel.  !

C. Like Gomer, Israel turned away from the Lord and ran after other gods.  !
D. Nevertheless, just as Hosea sought out his unfaithful wife and restored 

her to himself, God seeks after his wayward people and restores them as 
his covenant people.  !

E. Here in the final chapter of this book, we are given a beautiful description 
of God’s gracious dealings with an unfaithful people.  !

F. The text divides into three clear sections:  a call to return, a promise of 
return, and a call to be reasonable.  !

II. A Call to Return (1-3) !
A. The chapter begins with the word “Return”, a word that we have seen 

again and again in Hosea.  !
1. It is the word that God uses to summon his wayward people to 

turn away from their idolatry and rebellion and turn back to him.  !
2. This is what repentance is:  turning away from our sin and turning 

back to God.  !
3. One thing that we should note about this call to return is how it 

highlights the immense patience that the Lord extended to his 
people. !
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4. Think about the things that have been said about Israel throughout 
this book.  !

5. They have forgotten the Lord.  !
6. They have opposed him.  !
7. They have spurned him for gods of their own making.  !
8. They are exactly like Hosea’s unfaithful wife.  !
9. Yet notice how the Lord refers to himself here.  !
10. He calls himself, “the LORD your God.”  !
11. In spite of Israel’s unfaithfulness, he is still their God.  !
12. He has not utterly rejected them.  !
13. The way of return stands open to them.  !

B. The next two verses show us what it will look like for them to return to 
the Lord.  !
1. Hosea tells Israel, “Take with you words and return to the LORD; 

say to him, ‘Take away all iniquity; accept what is good, and we 
will pay with bulls the vows of our lips. Assyria shall not save us; 
we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to 
the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy.’”  !

2. The exhortation “Take with you words” means they should express 
their repentance verbally.  !

3. Repentance is something that needs to be expressed.  !
4. We cannot simply assume that since God knows all things, it is not 

necessary for us to express our sorrow over our sin.  !
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5. This is why John says in his first epistle, “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” (1 Jn. 1:9)  !

C. Closely related to this is the fact that repentance is not merely a matter of 
making a general admission of wrongdoing.  !
1. As our Westminster Confession puts it, “Men ought not to content 

themselves with a general repentance, but it is every man’s duty to 
endeavor to repent of his particular sins, particularly.” [WCF 15.5]  !

2. Of course this does not mean that we need to torture ourselves in 
the way that Martin Luther did when he was in the monastery, 
where he spent hour after hour in confession because he was afraid 
of overlooking a sin that he had committed.  !

3. It would be impossible for us to confess every single sin that we 
have committed.  !

4. We do not have the ability to understand the full extent of our 
depravity.  !

5. That being said, the sin that the Holy Spirit helps us to see should 
be confessed to the Lord.  !

6. This is what we see in verse 3, where Hosea tells Israel to renounce 
the things that they have trusted in in place of the Lord.  !

D. The repentance that is described in these verses stands in sharp contrast to 
what the people of Israel expressed back in chapter 6 when they said this:  
“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; 
he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.  After two days he will 
revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before 
him.  Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure 
as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that 
water the earth.” (Hos. 6:1–3)  !
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1. As we noted when we studied that chapter, that was not an 
expression of true repentance but of presuming on God’s grace.  !

2. It was not true repentance because they never admitted any 
wrongdoing on their part.  !

3. This is why God responded to them by saying, “What shall I do 
with you, O Ephraim?  What shall I do with you, O Judah?  Your 
love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early 
away.” (Hos 6:4)  !

4. The people were essentially saying, ‘It is God’s job to forgive, to 
heal, to restore.  Let’s go back to him.  Surely he will be pleased 
with us.’ !

5. The picture of repentance that is given here in chapter 14 is 
completely different than that.  !

6. Here there is an admission of sin.  !
7. Here there is a desire to offered renewed worship and service to the 

Lord. !
8. Here the people forsake their reliance upon foreign powers and 

military strength and idols created by their own hands.  !
9. This is a picture of turning away from sin and turning back to God.  !

E. This is the proper response to the sin that we see in our own lives.  !
1. Don’t presume upon God’s grace.  !
2. Don’t say, ‘Well, it’s God’s job to forgive me, so I’m not going to be 

too worried about my sin.’ !
3. Bring your words to him.  !
4. Acknowledge your specific failings and transgressions.  !
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5. Ask him to remove your guilt.  !
6. Commit yourself anew to his service.  !
7. Turn away from the things that you have trusted instead of the 

Lord !
III. A Promise of Return (4-8) !

A. This brings us to the next section, where we see the Lord promising 
Israel’s return.  !
1. It begins with God saying, “I will heal their apostasy.”  !
2. Consider the significance of that statement.  !
3. Israel’s very nature was one of apostasy.  !
4. As God said back in chapter 11, “My people are bent on turning 

away from me” (v. 7).  !
5. Apostasy was not some misfortune that happened to them, it was 

in their nature.  !
6. The only way God can heal them of their apostasy is to give them a 

new heart.  !
7. And this is precisely what God is promising here.  !
8. He is saying he will cause his people to stop being wayward and 

unfaithful.  !
9. He will give them hearts that delight in doing his will.  !

B. This is something that God does in the heart of everyone he saves.  !
1. It is what the Holy Spirit does when he effectually calls us.  !
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2. The Spirit convinces us of our sin and misery, enlightens our minds 
in the knowledge of Christ, renews our wills, and persuades and 
enables us to embrace Christ.  !

3. If God did not do this, if he did not heal our apostasy, no one 
would ever turn to him in faith and repentance.  !

4. If God only tried to persuade people to turn back to him, no one 
would ever do so.  !

5. As Greg Forster explains in his book The Joy of Calvinism, “those 
who hold the God-as-persuader model [of salvation] believe the 
Holy Spirit removes all obstacles to our accepting God other than 
our voluntary turning away from him.  That conception is the root 
of the problem.  There have never been — there never could be — 
any obstacles at all to our accepting God other than our own 
voluntary turning away from him.  Our voluntary turning away 
from God is precisely the problem of sin.  If God doesn’t take away 
our voluntary turning away from him, then by definition God 
doesn’t remove our sin.” [103-104]  !

6. To put this in the terminology used in this passage, we cannot 
return to the Lord unless he first heals our apostasy.  !

7. We need God to extend the kind of love to us that Hosea extended 
to Gomer. !

8. We need him to love us when there is nothing lovely about us.  !
9. We need God to turn his anger away from us.  !
10. We need Christ to be the propitiation for our sins, the atoning 

sacrifice who bore God’s wrath in our place.  !
11. This is how God heals our apostasy.  !
12. He heals it by sending his Son to die for it.  !
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13. Jesus paid for all of the sins of those who put their trust in him, 
including the sin of turning away from God.  !

C. God is promising to make his people into a new creation in this passage.  !
1. This is what God is doing in your life if you are a Christian.  !
2. And in verses 5-8 he provides a beautiful picture of this work of 

new creation.  !
3. God is like the dew to his people, gently reinvigorating us and 

providing us with continual refreshment.  !
4. He takes a people who are stained by corruption and makes us into 

something beautiful, like the blossoms of the lily.  !
5. He makes us like the trees of Lebanon, trees that were renowned 

for their strength and longevity.  !
6. He makes us like the olive trees of the Mediterranean, trees that 

produced an important and valuable product.  !
7. He provides us with shade that protects and comforts us.  !
8. He makes us like the wine of Lebanon, wine that was famous and 

much sought after in the ancient world.  !
9. By laying image upon image here, the Lord overwhelms us with his 

goodness.  !
10. He wants us to see the richness of what is promised to us in the 

gospel. !
11. He wants us to know that while our sin wearies us and ruins us, his 

grace has the power to make us new.  !
12. In the words that we read at the beginning of this service from the 

prophet Isaiah, “Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young 
men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall 
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renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not 
faint.” (Isa. 40:30–31)  !

D. Having described his mercies in these vivid images, the Lord then breaks 
out with the cry “O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols?”  !
1. God is completely different than the idols that we make for 

ourselves.  !
2. Idols are by their nature deaf and blind and dead.  !
3. They cannot do anything for us.  !
4. They didn’t do anything for Israel.  !
5. But the Lord is the living God.  !
6. He answers his people.  !
7. He looks after us.  !
8. He is like an evergreen cypress tree to us.  !
9. An evergreen is a tree that is always green, a tree that is always in 

season.  !
10. And while literal evergreens are not fruit-bearing trees, God says, 

“from me comes your fruit.”!!
11. The image conveyed by this is that of a tree that is always bearing 

fruit.  !
12. Imagine being able to go apple picking in the middle of winter.  !
13. That is the idea being conveyed here.  !
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14. God is the source of continual fruitfulness, the source of unending 
blessings to his people.  !

15. He is the tree of life.  !
16. He shares his life with us.  !
17. As Jesus said, “For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 

granted the Son also to have life in himself… I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven.  If anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live forever.  And the bread that I will give for the life of the world 
is my flesh.” (Jn. 5:26; 6:51)  !

IV. A Call to Be Reasonable (9) !
A. This brings us to the final verse of our text, a verse where this glorious 

message is extended beyond the Israel of Hosea’s day to anyone who 
reads this letter.  !
1. This verse assures us that the things that have been said here apply 

to us.  !
2. If we would be wise and discerning, we need to listen to these 

things.  !
3. Why would we not want to listen to them? !
4. Why would we want to wallow in the misery of our apostasy? !
5. Only a fool would not want what is set forth in this passage.  !
6. Yet that is exactly the way it is with us as long as we remain in our 

fallen estate.  !
7. As C.S. Lewis once put it, “It would seem that Our Lord finds our 

desires not too strong, but too weak.  We are half-hearted creatures, 
fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is 
offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud 
pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the 
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offer of a holiday at the sea.  We are far too easily pleased.”  !
8. Even as Christians, there is something within us that still like that.  !
9. That something is the remnants of the flesh, the sin that continues 

to cling so closely to us, the sin that we constantly have to be laying 
aside by keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus and running the race that 
has been set before us.  !

B. For as long as you live, you will have to contend with a nature inside you 
that is bent on turning away from the Lord.  !
1. Yet you can be confident that your contending will not be in vain.  !
2. You can turn back to him every time you fail, acknowledging your 

sin and asking for mercy.  !
3. You can do this because the Lord will keep his promise.  !
4. He will heal your apostasy.


