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Message: God’s Grace and Peace Come through Knowing Christ
Text:       2 Peter 1:1-9   

Introduction

  A.  The crucified, risen, reigning in glory, returning in glory Lord Jesus Christ, has inspired and
commissioned Peter, His apostle, to write a second letter to Christ’s largely Gentile
churches in what is today modern Turkey. Christ has also preserved this letter in His
Scriptures for the benefit of His people in every generation since.

2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who
have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ:

2 Peter 3:1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am
stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,

  B.  In this letter, as in the first one, we see reflected in the heart of Christ, the Chief
Shepherd/Pastor of His church, His affectionate desire to protect those for whom He died,
those to whom He has mercifully granted that faith in Him by which He justifies us.

      1.  The threat to believers addressed in 1 Peter comes from outside the church in the form of
persecution, intimidation, suffering for being a Christian.

      2.  The threat to believers addressed in 2 Peter comes from inside the church in the form of
false teachers and destructive teachings that entice people to follow sinful passions while
claiming assurance of salvation. 

2 Peter 2:1  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be
false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying
the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

2 Peter 3:17   You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so
that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your
own steadfastness,  but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 18

Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

  C.  Since God’s Word says that “all men are liars,” that the whole world lies under the power of
the evil one, Satan, the father of lies, then how can we escape being deceived by false
teachers, by lying tongues he employs for his wicked, hateful purposes?  Out of all the so
called gods and religions of the world, how can we know that Jesus’s exclusive claim in
John 14:6 is true?

  John 14:6   Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to



the Father but through Me. 

  D.  Last week we began unpacking the answer, beginning with verse 1.  We discern the truth of
Christ because ...

      1.  We have received from Jesus Christ the same faith He gave to His believing Jewish
apostles and disciples .

2 Peter 1:1   Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have
received a faith of the same kind as ours .... 

Matthew 16:16  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17

And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did
not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

      2.  We have received from the Lord this same faith in Christ as the result of His righteousness
in keeping His word to bless all nations/peoples from Abraham’s posterity.

2 Peter 1:1   Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have
received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ: 

Genesis 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will
curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."

Romans 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it 17

the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE
RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 

  E.  As we continue to unpack the next few verses, we see that ...

III.  The Lord’s grace and peace come to us and multiplies in us through a true
informational, convictional, and experiential knowledge of Him.

  2 Peter 1:2  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord; 

  A.  In Peter’s day, Gentiles would greet each other with “charis” = “grace.”  Jews would greet
each other with “shalom” = “peace,” referring not simply to the absence of hostility, but
to the presence of wellness, wholeness.

  B.  Because of God’s righteousness in keeping His word of promise, the church of Jesus Christ
consists of both Jews and Gentiles, reflected in Peter’s combining both greetings to the
churches.



  C.  But it would be a mistake to dismiss this greeting in 1:2 as mere cultural convention.  It
reveals to us an important truth.  Grace and peace (the Gentile + Jewish greeting) is
multiplied to Jews and Gentiles through (and only through) knowing Christ.  Grace,
God’s unmerited blessing and favor, peace/shalom, restoring our legal standing before
him as that of Christ’s righteousness, restoring our minds and souls to wellness, right
thinking, restoring our lifestyle to godliness, restoring our bodies one day when Christ
returns - all these promised blessings come to us and are multiplied in us through
knowing Christ.

  D.  This knowledge of God and Christ through which the Lord multiplies grace and peace to us
must include three aspects, informational knowledge, convictional knowledge,
experiential knowledge.

      1. Informational knowledge of God and Christ.  We must be exposed to sufficient content of
God’s revelation in the Scriptures in order to believe in Him and in His Son, Jesus.  The
more content we receive by way of initial introduction and subsequent reminder, the more
God’s grace and peace can be multiplied in us. 

Romans 10:12   For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is
Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him;  for "WHOEVER WILL CALL 13

ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."  How then will they call on Him 14

in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not
heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? ...  So faith comes from 17

hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

But mere exposure to biblical information alone will not result in grace and peace coming
to us, for the Devil and certain unbelievers have a great knowledge of the content of the
Scriptures.

Jeremiah 2:8   "The priests did not say, 'Where is the LORD?' and those who handle the
law did not know Me;

      2.  Convictional knowledge of God and Christ.  We must be convinced of the revelation of
God and Christ in the Scriptures, so as to entrust all that we are to all that He reveals
Himself to be.  Such convictional knowlege leads to experiential knowledge of God and
Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:3   constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 4

knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you;  for our gospel did not come to 5

you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;
just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 

2 Timothy 1:12   For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I
know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have



entrusted to Him until that day. 

      3.  Experiential knowledge of God and Christ. To know God and Christ experientially
includes experiencing what it is like in measure to be like Him, to experience His godly
virtues - to know by experience what it is like ...

 a.   to love as God loves.  

1 John 4:7   Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God.  The one who does not love does not 8

know God, for God is love. 

This is why Peter will say by way of application a few verses later ...

2 Peter 1:5   Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith
supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  and in your 6

knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your
perseverance, godliness,  and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your 7

brotherly kindness, love. 

 b.  to live in sexual purity as did Christ

1 Thessalonians 4:3  For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that
you abstain from sexual immorality;  that each of you know how to possess his 4

own vessel in sanctification and honor,  not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles 5

who do not know God; 

c.  to defend and help the poor and weak as God does.

Jeremiah 22:15 “Did not your father (Josiah) eat and drink and do justice and
righteousness? Then it was well with him.  "He pled the cause of the afflicted 16

and needy; Then it was well. Is not that what it means to know Me?"  declares
the LORD. 

d.  to suffer for the sake of righteousness as Christ did

Philippians 3:10   that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 

e.  to be sent to bear witness to a fallen world as Christ was sent.

John 17:18  "As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the
world.” 

John 20:21   So Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has



sent Me, I also send you." 

  E.  It is beyond our natural capacity to know God in this way - informationally, perhaps, but
convictionally and experientially, no.  We don’t have the internal resources, the moral,
spiritual strength and capacity of heart to live life this way, in godliness and in the
knowledge of Him.  But God provides all we need.

IV.  The Lord promised to create in His elect by His Spirit’s divine power a faith-born
intellectual, convictional, experiential knowledge of Him that we might escape the
corruption of the world through lust.

2 Peter 1:3   seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to
life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory
and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 4

promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

  A.  1:3  God, by His Spirit’s power, gives us what we lack, everything we need for life and
godliness.  By His glory and excellence He transforms our natures into conformity to His
own (1:4).

1 Thessalonians 1:5  for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake. 

1 Corinthians 2:1   And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of
speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  For I determined to 2

know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  I was with you in 3

weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  and my message and my preaching were 4

not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  so 5

that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. 

  B.  1:4  God, because of His own glorious, excellent character, is fulfilling in us His precious
promises to turn our hearts to Him and give us hearts to know Him.  These are precious
promises, because they are extremely rare -  no other promises by any other being can do
what God has promised!

Jeremiah 24:7   'I will give them a heart to know Me, for I am the LORD; and they will
be My people, and I will be their God, for they will return to Me with their whole
heart. 

Jeremiah 31:33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after
those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I
will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 "They will not
teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,'



for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the
LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

Ezekiel 36:26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you;
and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 "I
will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be
careful to observe My ordinances.

  C.  1:4  By His glory and excellence, He has granted us His precious and magnificent promises
to share in His divine nature so that we, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
by lust, will inherit a place in His glory at His promised coming.

      1.  corruption (phthora) = deterioration leading to destruction cf 2:12,19;  Romans 8:21; 
Galatians 6:8

2 Peter 2:12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be
captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of
those creatures also be destroyed, ,,,  19 promising them freedom while they themselves
are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

Galatians 6:8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption,
but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

a.  fleshly lusts, left unchecked, will destroy us.

1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from
fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.

b.  sinning without repentance leads to death (no matter what is our informational
knowledge of Christ)

Romans 8:13  for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if
by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

Galatians 5:19  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality,
impurity, sensuality,  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of 20

anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  envying, drunkenness, carousing, and 21

things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

      2.  Christ grants His precious promise of future grace at His coming to all who by His present
grace escape the corruption of the world through lust.

2 Peter 3:3   Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their
mocking, following after their own lusts,  and saying, "Where is the promise of His 4



coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the
beginning of creation." 

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new
earth, in which righteousness dwells.

  E. This leads to Peter’s calling us to diligently increase in the knowledge of God, producing
godly virtues through His promised divine power.  And when we do grow, we give Him
the glory forever.

2 Peter 1:5  Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply
moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge,  and in your knowledge, 6

self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,
 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 7

2 Peter 3:18    but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
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