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Here We Stand On Abortion 
Various Scriptures 

Sermon 3 Notes for the Series - Here We Stand 
 
Genesis 1:27 (ESV) “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.” 
 
Jeremiah 1:5 (ESV) “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
 
I.       The “Keep Abortion Legal” Movement Speaks 
 
II.      The Bible Speaks About the Beginning of Life 
 

The key issues relating to abortion are “When does life begin?” and “How is life to be 
treated?” 
 
Psalms 139:13-16 (ESV) “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 
works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being 
made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed 
substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, 
when as yet there was none of them.” 
 
Luke 1:44 (ESV) “For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in 
my womb leaped for joy.” 
 
Isaiah 49:1b (HCSB) “The Lord called me before I was born. He named me while I was in my 
mother’s womb.” 
 
Galatians 1:15 (ESV) “But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called 
me by his grace…” 
 
Luke 1:15b (ESV) “…he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.” 
 
“I have learned from my earliest medical education that human life begins at the time of 
conception…Human life is present throughout this entire sequence from conception to 
adulthood…Any interruption at any point throughout this time constitutes a termination of 
human life.” (Dr. Alfred Bongioanni) 
 
Deuteronomy 32:39a (ESV) “See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no god beside Me; I 
kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal…”   
 

In the New Testament, the incarnation of Jesus Christ is a profound testimony to God’s 
affirmation of the sanctity of prenatal life. In theory it might have been possible in the 
eternal plan of God for the Savior to come to the earth as a grown man, but in the wisdom 
of God, Jesus Christ recapitulated the full span of human existence � from conception 
through death � in order to fulfill the purposes of God. The personal history of the Son of 
God on earth begins not when He was “born of the Virgin Mary,” but when He was 
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conceived by the Holy Spirit.” His human history like ours began at conception.                                                                                                                              
(Dr. John Davis)   

 
 
III.     The Bible Speaks About the Hard Cases 
 

A. What About Rape and Incest? 
 

Romans 8:28 (ESV) “And we know that for those who love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 

 
B. What About Disabilities and Birth Defects?  
 
C. What About When the Mother’s Life Is in Danger from the Pregnancy? 

 
 
IV.      The Gospel Speaks  
 

1 John 1:9 (ESV) “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
1 John 1:7b (ESV) “…the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” 
 
Isaiah 43:25 (ESV) “I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will 
not remember your sins.” 

 
 
V.       Our Actions Speak  
 

A. Pray 
 
B. Help 
 
C.   Vote for Life 
 
 

Sermon # 3:  Here We Stand On Abortion 
Series: Here We Stand 
Various Scriptures 
 
Genesis 1:27 (ESV) “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.” Jeremiah 1:5 (ESV) “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 
you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
Since Jan. 22, 1973, when the Supreme Court in the case of Roe v. Wade opened the door to legal 
abortion in the United States of America, most estimates are that more than 56 million babies have been 
killed in their mother’s womb. Across the world, there are an estimated 42 million abortions per year. The 
United States of America now has the highest abortion rate in the western world. It is estimated that one 
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of every three women in America have had or will have an abortion.  In one recent year in Washington D. 
C. there were more abortions than live births. It is not an exaggeration or in any way inaccurate to call 
abortion a modern day holocaust. [David Platt, Counter Culture, page 57]  
Abortion is not new to our day. It was very common in ancient Greece and Rome. In his Republic, Plato 
wrote that ill-conceived embryos should not be brought to birth, and if the children were born, the parents 
should dispose of them. Aristotle was also of the opinion that deformed children should be exposed and 
left to die. [John Jefferson Davis, Evangelical Ethics, page 139] 
In early Christianity there was great opposition to abortion that was so commonly accepted by the 
Romans. In the Didache, a manual of Christian ethics and church affairs from the second century, there 
was opposition to abortion. The Didache said, “Thou shalt do no murder… thou shalt not procure 
abortion, nor commit infanticide.” (19.5)  
Tertullian, an apologist in the late second century said, “…as homicide is forbidden, it is not lawful to 
destroy what is in the womb…” By the fourth century, Christian condemnation of abortion was reflected 
in canon law. Augustine, the most influential of the church fathers in the West, condemned abortion in no 
uncertain terms. [Davis, page 139-140]. The church has a long history of opposing abortion. 
Several years ago an angry couple left our church, never to return. In a morning service, we dealt with 
abortion, and the husband and father of the family, in very clear terms referring to that service, said that 
they would not be a part of a church that dealt with political issues from the pulpit. That incident is an 
example of the lie that the enemy has propagated in our nation – “Abortion is a political issue.” If you 
believe that, hopefully after this message, you will see that abortion is not a political issue; it is a biblical 
issue. Because so many in our nation have bought into the lie that abortion is a political issue, or a private 
issue between a woman and her doctor, we have some amazingly warped and illogical laws.  
Matt Chandler recently shared this illustration that proves my point. “If you’re a young woman… and you 
were pregnant in your first or second trimester, and you were driving toward the abortion clinic to have an 
abortion, and on the way to the abortion clinic you were hit by a drunk driver [and lost your child], that 
person is charged with involuntary manslaughter of your baby. But if you make it to the clinic, the doctor 
in the clinic is legally allowed to take a vacuum pump and [take the baby’s life].” Chandler literally said, 
“rip that baby to shreds in your womb.” [Matt Chandler Sermon] What clear evidence that is of how messed 
up our nation is on the issue of life. As of today, the right to choose overrides the right to life.  
There are so many voices speaking about abortion in our nation that people are confused. Let’s look at 
some of those voices and then focus on the one voice that should drown out all of the other voices and 
make them irrelevant. 
 

I.   The “Keep Abortion Legal” Movement Speaks 
Rather than go in depth with what the “pro-choice” advocates say, I will just state their argument in bullet 
points and give a one or two line response without a lot of comment. We will get to the comments later in 
the message.  
 

• “It is uncertain when life begins; that is a religious question that cannot be answered by science.”   
We will see that the overwhelming evidence is that life begins at conception and the fetus is a 
person. Even if this statement is true, shouldn’t life always get the benefit of a doubt?   

• “Every woman has a right to choose to abort or carry the baby to full term.” 
What is the basis of that “right”?   
It is certainly not given in the constitution or more importantly the Bible. What if someone 
believes they have the right to rob, the right to rape, or the right to lie in court? From the 
government’s point of view, our rights are limited when our actions hurt others. 
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• Every woman should have control over her own body.   
The unborn child is not the mother’s body. The child is in the Mother’s body and receives 
nourishment from the mother’s body, but the baby is not a part of the mother’s body.   

• I am personally against abortion, but I don’t believe that the government has the right to take the 
choice away from women.   
What is the purpose of government? Romans 13:1-7 tells us that the task of government is to 
protect its people. Surely that protection should include the most helpless among us – a child in 
the womb.  

• Abortion frees women from a stressful unwanted pregnancy and thus contributes to their 
psychological well-being.   
That is a very damaging lie. The stress of an unwanted pregnancy is nothing compared to the 
agony of realizing that you made a decision to take the life of a person. I have counseled with 
women in agony over the decision they made, and they would literally give anything if it could be 
undone.  

There are other arguments coming out of the “Keep Abortion Legal” or “Pro-Choice” movement, but 
those are the main ones. None of these arguments are valid or even logical, and yet in 1973, seven of the 
nine members of the Supreme Court ruled that the baby in the womb has no rights. Some would say, “But 
the government should not legislate morality.” That is a bogus argument that quickly falls apart. Laws 
against stealing, murder, child abuse, and rape are legislating morality. One of the main purposes of 
government is to impose morality; that is what protecting citizens is all about. Another argument is that 
the government should not take away the individual’s right to choose. It depends on what is being chosen. 
It is interesting that we don’t have people protesting about being pro-choice for robbery, rape, or lying 
under oath. When it comes to children, no one is pro-choice about kidnapping or molesting children. Why 
should anyone be pro-choice about murdering them?  
Allow me to give an interesting parallel to legalized abortion. In 1973 the decision of the Supreme Court 
was seven to two to legalize abortion. In 1857, the court also made a seven to two decision that said black 
Americans are not “legal personages” that can be citizens, and thus in essence upheld slavery (Dred Scott 
vs. Sanford). In 1857 the court’s decision of personhood was based on skin color. In 1973 the decision 
was based on living environment (inside or outside the womb). In 1857 the court gave in to the pressures 
of wealthy landowners. In 1973 the court gave in to pressure from feminists and humanists. That is an 
interesting parallel.  
 

II.      The Bible Speaks About the Beginning of Life 
As Christians, our ultimate authority is the Bible. It is true that the word “abortion” is technically not in 
the Bible. However the Bible has a huge amount of content that directly relates to abortion. The key issues 
relating to abortion are “When does life begin” and “How is life to be treated?” If the Bible teaches that 
life begins before birth and life is to be protected, the issue of abortion should then be settled for 
Christians.  
The first verse we looked at in the opening of this message was Genesis 1:27 (ESV) “So God created man 
in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” Every human 
being is a bearer of the image of God. That means that every life is valuable. If we can show that the fetus 
in the womb is a person, that should settle the issue of abortion. One of the arguments of the pro-choice 
group is, “Abortion is such a complex issue, and there are no easy answers.” But if the preborn child is a 
person, then it is not complex and the answer is easy. If the preborn child is a person, then abortion is 
murder. It is not complicated to decide whether to commit murder or not. I want you to see that the 
overwhelming evidence of Scripture is that the unborn child is a person. Listen to a few of the verses that 
evidence the personhood of the preborn child.  
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Jeremiah 1:5 (ESV) “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” That is a description of a person! God had a 
plan for Jeremiah and God is no respecter of persons.  
Listen to the intricate care He takes in forming every person in the womb. Psalms 139:13-16 (ESV): 

For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.  My 
frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths 
of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of 
them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.  

So much of that forming takes place early in the pregnancy. Just a few weeks after conception, sometimes 
before the woman knows that she is pregnant the baby’s heart is beating circulating its own blood – that 
may be a different type than the mother’s blood. Within a few more weeks fingers are distinct from one 
another and brain waves are detectable. Soon after that the kidneys are functioning. By the 12th week, all 
the organs of a boy or girl are functioning and the baby can cry. This is all within the first trimester. This 
is a person in the image of God.  
We read in Luke 1:44 (ESV) what Elizabeth said concerning her son, John the Baptist while still in her 
womb, when Mary, the mother of Jesus came into Elizabeth’s presence, “For behold, when the sound of 
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.” That is not a description of a blob 
of protoplasm!  
With little comment, let’s look at several other passages that show that the Bible teaches that life begins at 
conception and the baby in the womb is a person in the image of God:  
Isaiah 49:1b (HCSB) “The Lord called me before I was born. He named me while I was in my mother’s 
womb.”  
Galatians 1:15 (ESV) “But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his 
grace.”  
Luke 1:15b (ESV) “…he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.”  
There are many more verses, but the facts are clear. God calls, blesses and even names babies from the 
womb. The Bible teaches that life begins at conception and the baby in the womb is a person, a person in 
the image of God.  
Even when a person rejects the clear evidence of Scripture, even science tells us that the fetus in the 
womb is a person. Dr. Alfred Bongioanni, a professor of obstetrics at the University of Pennsylvania said: 

I have learned from my earliest medical education that human life begins at the time of 
conception… Human life is present throughout this entire sequence from conception to 
adulthood… any interruption at any point throughout this time constitutes a termination of human 
life.” 
[Dr. Alfred Bongioanni, quoted in Randy Alcorn, Why Pro-Life? page 26] 

The God who creates life in the womb is the only one who has the right to take life. Deuteronomy 32:39a 
(ESV) “See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I 
heal…” Only God gives life and only God has the right to take life away.  
Christian ethicist Dr. John Davis says:  

In the New Testament, the incarnation of Jesus Christ is a profound testimony to God’s 
affirmation of the sanctity of prenatal life. In theory it might have been possible in the eternal plan 
of God for the Savior to come to the earth as a grown man, but in the wisdom of God, Jesus Christ 
recapitulated the full span of human existence – from conception through death – in order to fulfill 
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the purposes of God. The personal history of the Son of God on earth begins not when He was 
“born of the Virgin Mary,” but when He was “conceived by the Holy Spirit.” His human history 
like ours began at conception. 
[Dr. John Davis, Evangelical Ethics, page 158] 

Here is the bottom line, if the baby in the womb is a person, no human being has the right to take its life. 
Biblically and scientifically the evidence is that the baby in the womb is a person. 
 

III.     The Bible Speaks About the Hard Cases 
There are three areas where many people who call themselves “pro-life” differ on the proper response. 
Let’s look at principles from Scripture to deal with these three areas that some call the hard cases.  

A.   What About Rape and Incest? 
I cannot imagine any thing more evil than rape or incest. I have counseled with victims of rape and incest 
and I have seen the pain and damage that come from those sins. While conception from these two sins 
propagated on a person is extremely rare, it is possible. Is abortion acceptable in those two cases? Let’s go 
back to our previous point. Is the child conceived from rape or incest a person? The answer is yes because 
all of the verses we read about life beginning at conception apply to conception in these situations. Would 
it be acceptable to kill a two year old who was conceived through either of these horrible sins? Of course 
it would not. Then it is truly not an option when the child in the womb. The rapist and sexual abuser needs 
to be punished, but not the child that is born from their sinful act.  
I realize that this stance might sound cruel, but when we understand the sovereignty of God and His 
amazing grace that comes with all that He allows to happen, we begin to see that even these situations can 
serve to bring about the fulfillment of Romans 8:28 (ESV) “And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” If that sounds flippant 
and uncaring, that is not my heart. However I do believe that it is the truth.  

B.   What About Disabilities and Birth Defects? 
Some estimates are that 92% of all pregnancies where the baby has Down syndrome are terminated. 
Really the same logic must be applied here that is applied in the previous point. Would it be acceptable to 
take a two year old child’s life who has special needs? Of course not! And if the baby in the womb is a 
person, there is no difference. Some of the greatest blessings imaginable come to parents of special needs 
children. I am taking nothing away from the difficulties and the grief the parents of a special needs child 
experience, but there are special blessings and special endowments of grace that God gives. In addition to 
the Romans 8:28 blessings of seeing an all-powerful sovereign God conform us to Christ, there is the 
special love that most special needs children can give.  

C.   What About When the Mother’s Life Is in Danger from the Pregnancy?  
Let me make clear that these situations are extremely rare. While Dr. C. Everett Koop was the U. S. 
Surgeon General, he stated that in thirty-six years as a pediatric surgeon, he was never aware of a single 
situation in which a preborn child’s life had to be taken in order to save the mother’s life [Randy Alcorn, Why 
Pro-Life, page 76]  
There are some rare cases where a difficult decision has to be made. If the mother has a fast spreading 
uterine cancer, the surgery to remove the cancer may result in the child’s loss of life. A tubal pregnancy 
involves a child developing outside the uterus. In such a pregnancy, the child has zero chance of survival 
and may have to be removed to save the mother’s life. Surgery in such cases wasn’t to kill the child but to 
save the mother. Pro-life also means being pro-life about women. The principle is that the life that can be 
saved must be saved. [For more information, see Randy Alcorn, page 76-77]  
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IV.      The Gospel Speaks  
As a Pastor, I have had to deal with the aftermath of what seems like a quick fix for an unwanted 
pregnancy. I have seen lives so torn apart. Let me be very clear that the solution is not to minimize the sin 
of abortion. The solution is to maximize the grace of God that results in forgiveness and healing by God. 
Abortion is sin. It is the taking of an innocent human being’s life. No healing can come as long as the sin 
is denied or minimized.  
1 John 1:9 (ESV) “If we confess [agree with God] our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” This forgiveness and cleansing is neither just on the surface nor 
partial.  
1 John 1:7b (ESV) “…the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” This includes even the sin of 
abortion.  
Isaiah 43:25 (ESV) “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins.”  
Here is more good news for sinners. He not only forgives, He heals. Yes there will be scars, but the peace 
of God can flood into your life and the grace of God can lift you up on eagle’s wings and give you 
abundant life and enable you to be His ambassador of reconciliation with others who are in the prison of 
sin.  
 

V.       Our Actions Speak  
How do we respond to this plague on our land? Let me share some things to consider. The first one is the 
most needful and the most powerful. 

A.   Pray 
Pray for the end of legalized abortion. Pray that God would move on the leaders of our nation, state, and 
local area to stand for the sanctity of life. When someone does stand, encourage them. Pray for them to 
never compromise. Pray for a great revival in our land that would touch the hearts of our leaders. Pray for 
the women who have been ravaged by this sin to come in contact with someone who could share the 
Gospel with them and lead them to the healer of broken lives.  

B.   Help 
Our church has long been partners with Choices Resource Center in Oak Ridge. Volunteer, contribute, 
and pray for these vital ministries. You can also help by considering foster care and or adoption. Many in 
our church have and they would be glad to talk with you.  

C.   Vote for Life 
I choose who not to vote for based on one issue. I will not knowingly vote for someone who supports the 
killing of little human beings in their mother’s womb. If all the candidates are supportive of abortion, I 
will not vote. I know that some criticize that one issue approach, but I would encourage you to think it 
through. What if a candidate was right down the line with you on the issues, but he said that he believed 
bank robbery should be legalized since banks have plenty of money. Would you vote for that person? 
Which is worse – bank robbery or the murder of a human being who is created in God’s image? 
 
Conclusion 
This issue deserves your attention and your action. Speak the truth in love as you have opportunity. Love 
those who are weighed down with sin and be an ambassador for God and His grace.  
 


