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I want you to turn in your Bibles over to Ephesians 1, if you would. I'm going to take 
today all day long in Ephesians and then possibly one more Sunday before we get back to 
Luke. This is a text that's just been on my heart and in my research I found that I have as 
many as six sermons from this text of Scripture. But when you have pastored one place 
for 35 years, you need to look at those great sections of Scripture again and we've got a 
lot of new members in the last 20 years since we looked at this, if indeed my notes are 
correct. One of those texts that is far too ignored and greatly, greatly twisted and spun 
around to take away the truth that it's really saying and I likely, hadn't decided 
completely, but I likely used this in London too.

Anyway, Ephesians 1:4-14,

4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind 
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 9 
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind 
intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration 
suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in 
Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 11 also we 
have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His 
glory. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation--having also believed, you were sealed in Him 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the 
praise of His glory. 

Rich, rich, rich. I suppose it's one of the greatest journeys that we make as believers in 
Jesus Christ and, well, it's not just one of the greatest, it's indeed an impossible journey 
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unless we are enabled by the Spirit to make that journey and that's the journey in your 
biblical doctrine or your Christian faith and doctrine to go from a man-centered 
understanding of the Bible or doctrine to a God-centered understanding of the Gospel and 
of doctrine. That's a great journey and you can only get there by God's enablement 
through his Spirit, to begin to view the Bible from God's purposes and God's perspective 
instead of man's ideas and man's perspective. You begin to understand that as glorious 
and wonderful beyond comprehension our forgiveness in salvation is, that's secondary to 
God's purposes in saving us according to the kind intention of his will and for his own 
glory. You getting to heaven is secondary to God getting glory. That's getting God-
centered in your theology and, by the way, this book is an explicitly, exclusively, God-
centered book. It's not about the creature primarily, it's about the Creator primarily. We 
just happen to have a Creator who is wonderfully gracious and kind toward his creatures.

Listening to preaching on the radio this morning, I was listening to Ben Haddon out of 
Chatanooga, a guy who is worth listening to; a good man; a good preacher. He said he 
got a phone call one day and the man on the phone asked him this question, he said, 
"Pastor, I have confessed all of my sins up-to-date." Then he said, "How many more sins 
can I commit before I die and still go to heaven?" Well, he had an exceedingly man-
centered or self-centered view, did he not? It was just all about, "How can I manipulate 
this system and I must miss hell one day and get to heaven?" His idea was not at all about 
what's God's purpose? What pleases God? I now love God. I want him served and 
glorified. By the way, he hadn't confessed all of his sins up-to-date because the primary 
confession of sin is the acknowledgment that you're beginning to grasp the weighty 
offensiveness and depravity of your own soul before this holy God and that you couldn't 
possibly comprehend the great sins of your heart and life. Then you confess what you 
know but you can't even know nearly all of them. That's the great confession.

But that's a journey only God can take us on. Now, there is only one true means God has 
ordained for you and I to get there, to get to where, well, now we're thinking from God's 
purposes and God's perspective and how we fit in his plan, not about us and how God 
might fit our agenda. How do you get over there? Well, his primary means is the faithful 
study, reading and preaching of the word of God. When Paul wrote to the Ephesian elders 
not long before his death, he said this about being a pastor to them, he said, "I didn't 
hesitate, I didn't hold back or shrink back from preaching to you the whole counsel of 
God." Think about that. "I gave you all the truth God gave me. I didn't leave some things 
out because they are difficult. I didn't leave some things out because they rubbed man's 
self-centered flesh the wrong way. I gave you the whole counsel of God." And by the 
way, that has been the hallmark of Baptist life up until the last century or so. We were 
known as a people going against the grain of the culture in the established Christendom 
of the day, whether it's the Christendom of Europe or early America, Baptist folks always 
were striving to say, "What saith the Scriptures?" Even if the government and the state 
churches martyr us, we're staying with the Bible. So we have a rich heritage up until we 
became rich, mainstream, upper class and accepted in the culture and then we seemed to 
lose our doctrine.
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Well, I’ve entitled this part of Ephesians and by the way, I can't nearly get through 
everything that's here and that's why it's going to be at least a two-parter but even that 
won't cover nearly all that's here. "Saved, Saved, Saved." This text tells us that if you 
know Christ as Lord and Savior through faith, you are saved, saved, saved. Past tense. 
Now first of all, let's note in verses 4-6 the sovereign purpose and plan of the Father. The 
sovereign purpose and plan of the Father. First of all, subpoint A.: he picked his own. 
Now, why would God want a people for all eternity if he didn't have a role in picking 
who those people would be? And that's what the writer is saying here: God picked his 
own.

Now, he says there in verse 4, "just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world." In other words, the idea of choosing, the word here literally means "to pick out." 
It means he predetermined and thought this out in his own mind beforehand. He didn't 
predetermine and think out a plan of salvation, he predetermined and thought out the 
chosen ones before the foundation of the earth. A few cross-references to show you how 
weighty this is taught in the Scriptures and, again, this is a doctrine that was passionately 
and widely embraced by Baptists if you go 75-100 years and back but somehow in the 
last few decades, we've lost it completely.

1 Peter 1, let's see, 1 and 2, "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as 
aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are 
chosen." What does he mean "chosen"? Well, verse 2, "according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ." So God 
chose them in his foreknowledge that his Spirit would sanctify them, that is work upon 
them, and the result would be they, the chosen, will obey Jesus Christ. There is no way 
on earth, no way on earth you could interpret the exegesis, the grammatical, contextual 
exegesis of this text and make it mean anything else. I'm sorry. Can't do it.

2 Timothy 2:10, "For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, 
so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal 
glory." So as Paul and he says, "I endure all things." This is the passionate heart Paul had 
to win people to Christ, do evangelism and do missions and he says, "I'm enduring all this 
for the sake of those who are chosen." Now, he doesn't say for the sake of all those who 
might believe. That would be true biblically, but he reminds us from a Godward 
perspective, "I'm doing it for those that he chose," it literally means picked out, "from 
before the foundation of the world." By the way, that gives great motivation for 
evangelism because he has chosen for his own purposes to save for himself a people out 
of all peoples, tongues, tribes and nations so everywhere we go including London, we 
know we're going to find some chosen and that's exactly what Paul is saying here. You 
say, "I don't know that I like that." I don't care if you like it and God doesn't care if you 
like it because at the end of the day, he's still God and he does as he chooses. By the way, 
this is not new. Jeff Noblit didn't bring these doctrines to this church, Dr. Bob Pittman 
faithfully preached these doctrines before I became your Senior Pastor because he was 
taught them as I was taught them.
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Now, when were we chosen or picked out according to verse 4? Before the foundation of 
the world. Just can't make it mean anything else. Now, the emphasis here on "chosen" is 
the same idea that we see in other parts of the Bible where it says "elect" or "election" 
like Luke 18:7, "now, shall not God bring about justice for the elect." Romans 8:33, 
"Who will bring a charge against God's elect?" So Christians are God's chosen or the 
ones he elected, not by chance nor by human design but by God's sovereign, 
unconditional choice. That's why Philippians 3:20 says we already have citizenship in 
heaven. Now, you see, God's not confined to time. You and I can't fathom what it means 
or what it's like to have an eternal mind. God has an eternal mind; it's everything is as if 
it's now. So in God's mind before he created anything, he had his church and he already 
had his church, those individuals in that church, recorded as citizens of heaven. Wow. 
Sometimes I wonder why God taught us more than we can truly comprehend. I guess so 
that we would accept that he's God and we're just not. He's bigger than we are.

So he picked his own, A. subpoint. B. subpoint under the sovereign purpose and plan of 
the Father is: he predestined them to be sons. He didn't just pick us, he picked us to be 
sons, predestined to be sons. Now, to predestinate or predestine literally means to define 
or decide beforehand; to mark out beforehand. So he says, "Before anything happened, I 
marked out whom I would make sons. I didn't mark out who I’d give an opportunity to 
hear the Gospel. I didn't mark out that those who believed would be sons," though there is 
a truth in that but he wants to be very clear from a Godward perspective, now, we're 
looking at this from the mind of God, "I marked out those who would be my sons." And 
I’ll say this many times and I’ve said it many, many times through the years: the purpose 
of this doctrine among other things is to humble us, "For by grace are you saved through 
faith and that not of yourselves, it's the gift of God lest any man should boast." It 
excludes boasting. If you know these doctrines and you have a little cockiness to your 
spirit and you have an arrogance about you, you don't understand these doctrines. This 
breeds true humility.

So when he says he predestined us to be sons, this adds such an additional precious part 
of our salvation. He did not choose us to be a captive, that's one that's captured and ruled 
by an iron fist. He didn't choose that. He did not choose us to be bondslaves that would 
be required to work for him apart from his love and unconditional acceptance. He did not 
even choose us to be servants though we would consider ourselves as servant. He didn't 
choose us to be servants that obtained favor from him on a conditional basis. But 
hallelujah, he chose us to be sons. You see, I’m not just on God's side or on God's team, 
I’m God's son. That does put me on his side. It does put me on his team but it's better 
than that. Romans 8:15 says we can cry, "Abba, Father." By the way, the Bible makes it 
very clear not just a son but a son made in the image of his one and only unique, special 
Son, Jesus Christ. How powerful that is. Romans 8:29, "For those whom He foreknew, 
He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be 
the firstborn among many brethren." Now, we'll never be Jesus in deity, of course, but we 
are made in his image so that God the Father says, "The way I love and accept my Son, 
Jesus Christ, is now the way I love and accept you." "God, how could that be? How can 
such a wonderful, gracious, merciful, kind thing like that be bestowed on us?" The text 
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says, "according to the kind intention of his will." God says, "That's just the kind of God I 
am and I decided to do it. It's just the kind of God I am."

C in our outline under the sovereign purpose and plan of the Father: he favored and 
blessed them with God-sized blessings. With God-sized blessing. Real powerful what he 
says here. Look at verse 7, the last part of verse 7, "according to the riches of His grace." 
So he says all this stuff that he's done, chose us before the foundation of the world, hadn't 
even dealt with it, don't have time but he chose us that we would be holy and blameless 
before him. Verse 5, predestined us to adoption as sons. Verse 6, that we would all be to 
the praise, to the glory of his grace. And to get us to that place where we would be 
glorified accepted sons, we had to be redeemed so verse 7, "In Him we have redemption 
through His blood," that's the blood of his Son, Jesus Christ, "the forgiveness of our 
trespasses." Now, all of that is according to the riches of his grace. 

Now, the phrase "according to the riches of his grace" does not mean out of the riches of 
his grace, it means according to the riches of his grace. There is a real difference, an 
important difference. In other words, God didn't go to the vast storehouse of grace and 
scoop up a scoopful and put it on us like one would scoop out a measure of grain from a 
large bin. God did not go to the safe of grace and select articles or gems of grace to give 
us like some might select precious gems out of a collection and give to someone. God did 
not reach into the reservoir of his grace and dip out a gallon bucket of grace for us as one 
might drop a bucket into an old fashioned well and draw out a bucket of water. No, it's 
more like the lock over there at Wilson Dam. When that lock is emptied, it releases a 
churning, billowing massive flow of water, giant, bubbling and swirling and gushing up 
until the entire lock is diminished of the water that was once in it. That's what it means 
"according to grace." God's grace is as big as God and God says, "To you, my children, 
I’m not just giving you a scoopful or a bucketful or a gem or two, I’m putting the whole 
God-saved deluge of blessing on you as my children according to the greatness of my 
grace." This makes you want to crawl in a corner and put your face in a corner 
somewhere and weep with joy and say, "God, this is too good. It's just too good. It's just 
too good."

Some time ago, Malcolm had a tree that was dying. It was hot summer, a big sized tree 
and I think we transplanted or something and so he took a garden hose and ran it over 
there and staked it up about 3 foot away. He didn't turn a trickle on, he turned it on wide 
open and it gave everything the city of Muscle Shoals gave us for days. He just deluged it 
on there. That's what the text is saying. You see, that's the nature of God's salvation and 
redemption of his children, the full flow of grace is poured on us. So when someone 
might debate with you, "Well, how do you know once saved, always saved? How do you 
know if you're truly saved that lasts for eternity?" You've got to understand what he has 
poured on us. This stuff is sufficient to keep even a sinner like me saved for all eternity. 
You see, when God put his own Son on the cross and he became sin for us to bear the 
weight of sin for us, that was the full measure of grace.

Now, when the sun rises in the morning we call that grace. That's common grace because 
it's common to all men, the saved and the unsaved. We all experience the sun shining on 
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us. When God sends the rain, that's grace, it's common grace. When we enjoy the 
fellowship of a friend or the sweet fellowship in our families, that's grace. That's a gift. 
When we have food and clothing and decent transportation, that's grace. But God gave 
the full measure of grace when his Son shed his blood for our sins. The priceless blood of 
Christ is the measure of the wealth of God's unmerited favor toward all who believe. 
Now, here's where a lot of brothers go wrong. I think they're well intended but they go 
wrong. They take a step outside of what the Bible says and say, "That means you're 
valuable. That means you have merit and worth." I'm sorry, not in God's eyes. You were 
desperately wicked. Your heart was so wicked the Bible says all your righteousness, 
everything you might try to do to please God was a filthy rag, a rag saturated with the pus 
of an infected sore. That's what that word means, "filthy rag."

So you have value and merit and preciousness and importance because God chose to 
lavish on you a God-sized favor and blessing. Now, what does this do? It just puts us way 
down but it puts God way up here and that's a healthy place to be. That's good sound 
doctrine and it takes a long time to get there sometimes because we so badly want to feel 
good about us. "Let it be known that I did this right or that right and God was impressed 
with me." No, if God gave you what you merited or deserved, you'd be in hell now. You 
wouldn't even be waiting for the judgment. That's hard preaching. No, it's not. It's A, B, C 
basic Christian preaching, it's just that we for generations in the evangelical and Baptist 
church haven't had good preaching. I think they are good brothers who are just doing 
what they were taught. I don't want to just categorize everybody as awful and evil but I’m 
telling you, if there has not been a weighty preaching of the doctrine of sin and man's 
offensiveness and the greatness and wonder of grace, you haven't heard good preaching.

1 Peter 1:18, "knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or 
gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, 
as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ." Martin Lloyd Jones who 
pastored a great church in London years ago says, "The riches of his grace are as large 
and as great and as profound as God himself for God gave himself in his Son." Millions 
of saints over all the centuries have drank from this fountain and it's just as full as it was 
at the beginning and millions may yet drink from it but it will still be bubbling up to 
overflowing. 

Now, he adds to this when he says in the last part of verse 7 he did it all "according to the 
riches of His grace." Then in verse 8, it's like Paul says, "I've just got to say something 
else about it," he says, "which He lavished on us." The New American Standard word 
means "made wonderfully abundant on us," "in all wisdom and insight." In other words, 
God didn't just forgive but forgiveness is lavished upon us. It's almost like and understand 
this as a figure of speech but if you sinned as hard as you could, you could not exhaust 
the lavish forgiveness that God has bestowed on you through Jesus Christ. But of course, 
you would not do that as a true child of God, it would be right the opposite. We need 
never, never, never worry that our sin will outstrip God's gracious forgiveness because 
we cannot sin beyond God's grace. Did you hear that, sinner? You cannot sin beyond 
God's capacity to forgive. What a great thing that is. However wicked or extensive sin 
might be, "where sin increased, grace abounded all the more," Romans 5:20.  
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"So why did God do this for me?" Well, look back up at verse 5. We'll just read it all 
again. "He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according 
to the kind intention of His will." It just brought God pleasure to do it. Now, strap this on 
and this is why we tremble before him because he's unlike us, hallelujah and amen. God 
will also be pleased with eternal wrath on those who do not believe. He is pleased to 
show grace to all those who are his and forgive them and keep them forever. He will 
equally be glorified and pleased that those who are not his, those who are in their sins and 
by their own account would not turn to him and believe, he will be pleased to crush them 
forever in wrath. This is a God you don't barter with. This is a God you don't play with. 
This is a God you don't spin things with. This is a God you bow before in fear and are 
thankful that he has such wonderful grace toward you in love.

Well, look at verse 13, jumping ahead. We'll get to this in a more full way in a moment. 
"In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation--
having also believed." That's very important that you get those three words right, "having 
also believed." Now listen: it does not mean "after that ye believed." That's what the King 
James says. That's not what the Greek is saying. It's not saying, "After you believed these 
wonderful things happened to you." No, what it means is in this whole work of the Spirit 
in your life including in that is that you became a believer. That's part of the whole 
scenario of what's happening and we'll exhaust that maybe tonight and pick that apart and 
look at it a little more closely but I do want to emphasize man's responsibility to repent 
and believed and so the age-old classic question for those who are grasping 
predestination and election and choosing from the foundation of the world and God 
holding men responsible to repent and believe is this: well, how do you reconcile those 
two? How do you reconcile that God, Bible words, foreordained, chose, predestined and 
elected those who would be saved before the foundation of the world but men must 
repent and believe? How do you reconcile the two? I never try to reconcile old friends. 
These have worked together in God's sovereign purposes from the beginning of time and 
they'll continue to work together.

It's kind of like a man looking at a house perhaps. I've done some work on an old cabin 
lately and I’ve found that I can only look at one side at a time. A guy will say, "Well, 
how do you want this done?" I have to run over there and look. "How do you like that?" 
Well, I have to run over to that side and look at that one. I have to run over here and look. 
But the thing, I can only look at one side at a time: either man's responsibility or God's 
divine sovereignty. I can only see one. In my...you see, that's how puny your intellect is. 
Aren't you thankful that God doesn't have a puny intellect like yours? That's how puny 
my intellect is. God can see both sides at one time and grasp them and grasp the perfect 
harmony of both of them.

The conclusion is this: if you believe on Jesus Christ you were chosen to believe before 
the foundation of the world and if you were chosen to believe before the foundation of 
the world, you will believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Both of those are true. Now, before 
you try to chock this up to some hyper-Calvinistic church, it's just a fact that Grace Life 
Church has had more efforts in outreach and evangelism missions than any church within 
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a long range of the geography around us. That's provable. We get a certificate. I don't 
believe there has ever been a year we didn't get the certificate that we gave more to 
foreign missions than any other Baptist church in our counties. So we're like the Apostle 
Paul who was passionate to go after lost souls and taught clearly the doctrine of God's 
sovereign election, both in balance.

Is it not, friends, a great, great security? Folks, this is where Baptists get once saved, 
always saved. Do you get that? It's almost like we want to take one part of the old Baptist 
doctrine we held to. Now, we're not letting go of once saved, always saved. We don't care 
what you say, we're not letting go of once saved, always saved. What about these central 
doctrines that led to that conclusion? Well, we don't like those anymore. We don't like 
that God selected us before the foundation. We don't like that God predestined before the 
foundation. We don't like that God chose before. No, throw that away. I've heard 
prominent, big time, Southern Baptist ministers tell their churches, "If you run across a 
doctrine of election, don't pay any attention just run from it." That is wrong. We're to give 
God's people all the truth God wants them to have so they'll glory in the greatness of 
God.

Look now, listen to me, listen to me, listen to me: you don't get once saved, always 
saved, you don't get the security of the believer and it is better said the perseverance of 
the saints if you don't get election, choosing and predestination from the foundation of the 
world because that's where it comes from. That's why we're secure because he does it all 
from the beginning because if at any part and in any way and in any time our merit plays 
into it, we can fail at that merit and lose it. But since it's his from the beginning, we are 
secure. Secure.

Now, I want you to see our Baptist faith and message statement on election. Can you pop 
that up there, brother? This is the Baptist faith and message statement that we have sent 
messengers, all the Southern Baptist churches sent their messengers to an annual 
convention and they voted to reaffirm this statement since 1924. No, no, no, 1825. I'm 
sorry. 1825. Regeneration or the new birth is a work of God's grace whereby believers 
become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It's a change of heart – listen – wrought by the 
Holy Spirit. Who did the initiating in all of this? God does through the conviction of sin 
to which the sinner responds. God does the initiating work and we just respond. And 
repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All right, put up the one on election from the Baptist faith and message. Election is the 
gracious purpose of God. That's what we're talking about here. The gracious purpose of 
God according to which he regenerates. He regenerates. Justifies, sanctifies and 
ultimately at the end glorifies believers, sinners rather. It is consistent with the free 
agency of man, meaning man is responsible to repent and believe, and comprehends all 
the means in connection with the end. In other words, everything that happens in a person 
coming to Christ is all under God's work beginning to the end. It's the glorious display of 
God's sovereign goodness and it is infinitely wise, holy and unchangeable. It excludes 
boasting and promotes humility.
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Now, go to the perseverance of the saints. Is that the next one, Tommy? So in flow of 
those two, we get this one: the perseverance of the saints are eternal security or once 
saved, always saved. All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted 
in Christ and sanctified by his Spirit will never fall away from the state of grace but shall 
persevere to the end.

Now, go to the Sandy Creek statement. In 1755, a man by the name of Shubal Stearns, a 
man who was previously converted under the preaching of George Whitfield in the Great 
Awakening. George Whitfield, John and Charles Wesley and their associates came from 
England to the 13 colonies and began preaching to all the Anglican and Congregational 
churches primarily that, "You guys have sprinkled your babies. You have packed your 
churches full of these sprinkled babies and none of you have been born again." And 
George Whitfield, a Calvinist Methodist, strange creature. There aren't many of those 
around. A Calvinist Methodist, preaching mightily and boldly. You ought to read the 
biography of George Whitfield. You'll know where you come from spiritually and where 
Baptists in America come from spiritually. All these people were getting saved and being 
truly born again and realized, "I don't need to just join a church as a sprinkled baby, I 
need to come in repentance and faith in Christ."

Shubal Stearns was one of those converted under George Whitfield's preaching. He began 
to study his Bible and he came under Bible study under conviction that baptism is not to 
be administered to babies but to believers only. Ah-ha. So he found a minister who would 
baptize him as an adult. That was an odd thing in those days. And therefore, by being 
baptized as a true believer after he came to repentance and faith, he became a Baptist. I'm 
quitting. I'm just going to go home right now. The baptism of disciples only is the 
heritage of Baptist folks. We stood against the state churches of Europe. We stood against 
the Presbyterian church of Europe. We stood against the Anglican church of England 
because they were sprinkling babies and were not weighing on men the need for all to 
repent and believe and then be baptized. 

Shubal Stearns was converted, convicted that the Bible teaches the baptism of believers 
only. He journeys down to Sandy Creek, North Carolina and starts a Baptist church. It 
might shock you but there weren't any of those around in that day and all those regions 
were beginning to be settled by folks. Little towns were popping up and Shubal Stearns 
and a band of preachers who began to be called under his ministry began to go out and 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ imploring all men to repent and believe and be saved 
and by the time Shubal Stearns died, he had planted 49 true Bible believing churches and 
that's one of our great lines of heritage in American evangelicalism and Baptist life 
particularly.

Now, there were two others, the Philadelphia Association and the Charleston Association 
but we down here in the South come more from the Sandy Creek guys. Now, here's what 
you don't understand because you don't read church history like I read it but what's been 
argued is: "Well, we will admit the Philadelphia Association of Baptists and the 
Charleston Association of Baptists, they were sovereign grace boys. They were 
Calvinistic. They did preaching, teaching, held to predestination, election, choosing and 
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all that but the Sandy Creek boys didn't really believe that." Oh, they didn't? Here's their 
confession of faith. We believe in election not when you believe but from eternity. You 
can't be an historic Baptist and not hold to this great doctrine. You can't go to 
Philadelphia in the early part of the 18th century or the latter part of the 17th century. You 
can't go to Charleston or you can't even go down South to Sandy Creek without running 
right into it. Then go over to London and go to the 16th century and you'll find the early 
Baptists were adamant on this doctrine.

What has happened to us? Why is it so rare? Why are we so condemned because we 
preach it? It's because our brethren have lost the faith. We love them. We don't say 
they're necessarily unconverted but they've lost the truth. We believe in election from 
eternity and then from eternity when God chose them, picked them, foreordained them, 
predestined. Use the biblical word you want, what happens? Next phrase: effectual 
calling by the Holy Spirit of God. Effectual means it accomplishes what God set out to 
accomplish. In other words, since he elected them from eternity past, in time he sends the 
effectual calling to go out there and get them and bring them to Jesus Christ. Effectual 
calling by the Holy Spirit and justification is in his sight only by the imputation of 
Christ's righteousness. God bestows on us the righteousness of Jesus Christ because he 
bestowed on Jesus 2,000 years ago the very unrighteousness that exists in your soul 
today. He imputed that to Jesus and imputed Jesus' righteousness to us and we believe 
that they who are thus elected, effectually called and justified will persevere through 
grace to the end that none of them be lost and right now in heaven, Shubal started to sing, 
"Praise God! Praise God, they're coming back to the truth. Praise God." And all of God's 
people said amen.

Now look, I want to make this very, very clear: if the Philadelphia boys missed it in the 
1700s, if the Charleston boys missed it in the 1700s and even if the Southern, rural, red-
necked Sandy Creekers down in North Carolina Hills missed it in the 1700s, I denounce 
every one of them and go with the Bible. Amen? But isn't it rich and a blessing to know 
our forefathers stood on it, preached it and believed it? The reason why I hold to the 
eternal security of the believer is because God saves us from eternity to eternity and it's 
all his work. We're saved, saved, saved.

I know some of you probably say, "Pastor, I hadn't heard a lot of this. I don't understand." 
It doesn't matter. It doesn't matter. Just keep growing. I'm still learning too. Look, we're 
going to be in heaven for eternity with a perfected mind and we'll still be digging through 
the glorious depths and the riches of God's wisdom in Christ Jesus, amen? But he will 
begin to show us some now and because we love our God so much and we desire so 
greatly that he receive glory for this magnificent plan that man could never figure out, we 
want to go to our friends and neighbors and loved ones and family members and get 
everyone of them to Jesus Christ with any means we can that God has ordained to use 
and one of those is friend day and the fall outreach. Phew, I’m tired.

I grew up Methodist. I was a Methodist. Well, I didn't ever join because it wasn't really in 
my heart and I don't know how to explain to you at 12 years of age that I wouldn't go 
through confirmation in the little Methodist church. We didn't go much. I just couldn't go 
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through with it. I knew it wasn't really in my heart. I just knew it wasn't real. I couldn't 
tell you how it wasn't real, I just knew it wasn't real. By the way, there are some good 
godly Bible preaching Methodists. Amen? Thank God for them. Now, they are missing 
on a few points but thank God for them.

But God apprehended me in my car one night driving back to college, hearing the Gospel 
over the radio and a Presbyterian preacher was preaching, of all things and then I began 
to study my Bible and I honestly believe this, God began to show me these doctrines and 
I was all by myself. I had never heard anybody come close to even mentioning these 
things, within a million miles of them. Then a man that I’m going to teach with in 
London this next week, Mark Dever, has Nine Marks Ministries and many of you have 
read his books and know about Mark, he sat me down 20+ years ago, 25 years ago 
probably and said, "I've been looking at your ministry. How did you come to these 
conclusions? How did you see these things?" Now, Mark is a scholar. A doctorate at 
Cambridge in London. A brilliant man. A lot smarter than I am. That doesn't mean you're 
necessarily godly but Mark is smart and godly. He said, "Brother Jeff, how did you come 
to these doctrines?" I said, "It's in the Bible." I hadn't been a Baptist, you see. I didn't 
know you just skipped over stuff. "You might make the rich guy unhappy and he'll leave 
and your salary will go down." By the way, we've had a few of those rich guys leave 
through the years and my salary has gone up. Hallelujah.

Then he said this, he said, "I thought you studied Baptist history and realized that's where 
we came from." I said, "No, I’ve never really studied church history." But at his just 
saying that, I became insatiably hungry to know, "Well, what did we believe?" Do you 
know what I found out? Just what I’ve shown you and a thousand times more. This is our 
heritage and not just ours, it's rich in some Methodist background. It's really, really, 
really, really rich in Presbyterian, the old Bible believing Presbyterians. It's really, really, 
really rich in some other independent movements. But somehow in this modern era and 
I’m talking about...look, you understand that 100 years is just a quick fad in 2,000 years 
of church history. Do you understand that? That's just a fad. Just a passing thing.

For whatever reason, Grace Life Church, we're not the answer. We're not the end-all of 
end-all. I know that. I mean that honestly. I know that, but for some reason, he has called 
us to help lead an effort to get us back to the truth and we're seeing that with the Matt F. 
and others who are saying, "We want to come alongside because we need that same kind 
of encouragement, mentoring and conviction." So brothers and sisters, I’m here to tell 
you I’ve been with you 35 years. I've never felt more sure that we've got a special calling 
on our life and church than I do today and I think we ought to all be humbled and 
thankful that we get to be a part of something much bigger than just us, be a part of 
something for God's glory. And all through church history, the church drifts, drifts, drifts, 
drifts, drifts away, then like in the early part of the 18th century, 1730 or so, boom! John 
Wesley, Charles Wesley, George Whitfield, Jonathan Edwards begin to preach to all 
these dead church members, "You must be born again," and all of a sudden new 
organizations start popping up and the church gets back more solid. Another century goes 
by or so and the church drifts, drifts, drifts, drifts again and I think you and I are the 
cutting edge along with a number of others to help reform this thing back. By the way, 
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we can't flow with this culture we live in, amen? We can't go with this bunch. There was 
a day when we could generally agree with the morals of the culture because our country 
was founded on a Christian consensus that the Bible contained the truths and the morals 
by which a sane people can live together in harmony and in liberty. But that's gone and 
we're not here to stand against the culture, we're here to stand for truth. That just happens 
to put us against the culture.

So be thankful this morning that in God's sovereign purpose, he has taken weak, weak, 
faulty vessels like us and wants to use us for his glory and his purposes in this day. Now, 
you've got to go to work, you've got to feed your kids, go to the ballgame, do those 
things, that's good in God's common grace but in your heart of hearts you realize God has 
called us to something else for his glory.

Let's stand in prayer.
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