
       Heaven: Living in the Light of Its Glory!        VII 
Text: Various 
Introduction: 

 Having considered a non-exhaustive list, of some of the glorious details, surrounding our 

heavenly state, I wanted to close out this series by working through three, relevant applications, 

which we ought to ponder, in light of all that we have gone over.  We have committed six 

messages/devotionals to primarily, taking in information, which I hope has energized and fueled 

us with great encouragement, as we anticipate the glory, which is soon to come!  Hopefully, by 

the grace of God, we have indeed, "tasted," at least a bit of heaven, this week.  Well now, we 

close by answering the question, "How ought we to respond to such glorious and wonderful 

truths, surrounding our eternal state?"  How should such wonderful realities, affect us now, in the 

present, as we work toward the great end, of receiving all that we have gone over, and much 

more, in the world to come?  How do we live, "in the light of heaven's glory," while continuing 

to trudge down the path of our remaining time on earth, which is often laced with great trials, 

sorrows and sufferings? 


I.  Heaven: Living in the Light of Its Glory! 

 1) How many of us have heard the expression, "to be too heavenly minded, is to be no 

earthly good?"  Well, brethren, when I look at the Scriptures, I think that that expression falls flat 

on its face, and we ought rather to "be most heavenly minded, so that we will be most earthly 

good."  Now, I realize that there are people, who will use their Christianity, as a means of 

shirking or neglecting their earthly responsibilities, and I am certainly no advocate of that.  Our 

constant view of heaven; our constant heavenly focus, ought to, in fact, drive us toward faithfully 

serving here, as a preparation unto our great expectation of glory!  We endure here; we are 

faithful here; we love here; we serve here, all the more, because of what we anticipate there.  

 Consider Colossians 3:1-17, as a confirmation of this: 
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 [Read Verses 1-4] Very clearly, the Apostle Paul tells us here, to "seek those things, which 

are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God," and to, "set your mind on things 

above, not on things on the earth."  Why?  Because our union with Christ; our dying with Christ, 

presumes that our life is hidden with Christ in God.  And now, we eagerly wait for Christ's 

return, when we will all appear with Him in glory. 

 And brethren, contrary to the expression, "to be too heavenly minded is to be no earthly 

good," we find that this actually compels us both, too mortify the sinful deeds of the body, while 

replacing them (putting on) the godly virtues, which will serve to make us the most earthly good!   

[Read verses 5-17].  You see, brethren, our true, God-honoring, "heavenly mindedness," is 

actually a critical means of our sanctification, our testimony to the world, and our effectiveness 

in serving to edify our local church.  We draw from the resources, of all that we anticipate in 

glory, as a means of gaining strength, motivation and faith, to effectively serve here and now, in a 

world that is full of sorrow, corruption and suffering.  In fact, we can say, that one of the reasons 

we would find ourselves slack, in any area of our walk with the Lord, is because we spend too 

little time pondering and reveling in heavenly realities! 

 And so, brethren, by way of first application, let us be exhorted to ponder our heavenly 

destination, as a means of greatly aiding in our sanctification, in our maintaining a faithful 

testimony to the watching world, and in our usefulness unto the edification of Christ's church! 

 2) Let us remember brethren, that along with the glorious heaven, which we will soon 

enter and experience eternally, there is an eternal hell, the gates of which, most will be entering!  

If there lies so beautiful and wondrous a place as heaven; if we are set apart unto such a 

wonderful eternal glory, can we live in this short "lay over" life, with little or no thought for the 

masses of unsaved souls, who walk among us, daily?  Can we bask in our coming glory, without 

any sense of remorse or shedding of tears for the great majority, who will know no such end; 

who will in fact, enter into the very opposite experience, forever and ever and ever! 

 In 2 Corinthians 5:9-11, the apostle Paul states, "Therefore we make it our aim, whether 

present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, 
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whether good or bad.  Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are 

well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences." 

 "Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord"; having the truth of heaven and hell, 

salvation and condemnation, tucked within our breasts, how can we be casual with such 

sobering, eternal realities?  Knowing these things; "knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade 

men!"  We warn, we plead, we wrestle...we stand amidst the fog that covers the edge of the cliff, 

and we plead with those who carelessly, blindly, plummet off its peak, into an eternal hell!  Oh 

brethren, if we have tasted, even a fraction of the glories of heaven this week, remind yourself of 

the polar opposite in hell!  If heaven is a place of eternal rest, then hell is a place of eternal 

torment.  If heaven is a place of absolute perfection, then hell is a place of utter defilement.  If 

heaven is a place of incomprehensible joy, then hell is a place of incomprehensible misery.  If 

heaven is a world of love, then hell is a world of bitter hatred.  If heaven is a place where we will 

be forever caught up in the worship and enjoyment of God and Christ, then hell is a place, where 

all that will be known is the anger and righteous wrath of that same God.  If heaven is a place of 

perfect fellowship with God and Christ, then hell is a place of eternal enmity with the Creator!  

And brethren, so, so many, are on track for such a terrible, ruinous end!   

 And so, let the glorious light of heaven's glory, compel you to conquer your fear of man, 

and to excel in a fervent compassion, for those who yet remain in darkness!   

 3) Lastly, brethren, let the glories of heaven, always keep your heart aflame with joy, no 

matter what you face, in this short "lay over," unto our final destination!  The priests of the Old 

Covenant tabernacle, had to continuously ensure that the lampstand (in the Holy Place) was 

effectively lit, so as to provide light for the whole tabernacle.  They had to trim the wicks, and 

repeatedly replenish the oil, ensuring that the flames never burned out.  If we constantly trim the 

wicks of our (naturally idolatrous) hearts and refuel the oil of our lamps with the light of 

heavenly realities, brethren, we will find ourselves blaring forth the light of God's glory in our 

lives, and people will see the true and living God in us!  The Most Holy Place, comes into clear 

view, when the lampstand (within the Holy Place) is properly maintained and brightly lit! 

 Consider the Apostle Peter's words in 1 Peter 1:3-9, brethren [Read now].  
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 Here, the Apostle Peter, blesses God, for His incomprehensible mercy toward us, 

unworthy sinners.  Notice, the evidence of the greatness of this abundant mercy is found in a 

listing of several, "beyond glorious" facts: 

 a: First, by His abundant mercy, He has "begotten us again to a living hope."  We were 

without hope, in our natural state.  We were dead in our trespasses and sins.  We were 

unregenerate; without spiritual life.  And God, of His own design, desire and doing, rebirthed us 

unto a living hope.  Not a dead, temporal, shallow hope, limited to the parameters of this short 

life, but a living hope; a true and vibrant and breathing hope, for living beings, created in the 

image and likeness of God, with the desire to go on living! 

 And He has secured this hope for us, through a very real, legitimate and tangible means, 

namely, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead!  In the death of Christ, the debt, which 

our sins have incurred, is "paid in full," and in His resurrection, the assurance of our resurrection, 

springs forth! 

 b: And this living hope carries us into an inheritance, which is: 

  *Incorruptible- It can never perish, or wear out or corrode or rust or rot...it is 

incapable of being corrupted!  [The very opposite of everything in this present world] 

  *Undefiled- It is without sin or stain or any manner of defilement.  It is wholly 

pure, walled in righteousness, and without a single molecule of anything that could ever defile it, 

or anything there. [The very opposite of everything in this present world] 

  *Does not fade away- It always remains in an incorruptible and undefiled state.  It 

never grows old or wears away, in any sense.  It is eternal.  It is an ongoing, "forever" reality, for 

all who enter there! 

 c: And this inheritance, which is the certain substance of our hope, is "reserved in heaven 

for you."  The reservation was ordained by God before time, and it was secured in the death and 

resurrection of Christ!  Your name is written there; indeed, it is written on the very hands of 

Christ, as it were!  You won't get to heaven, check in at the front desk, and find out that God had 

forgotten somehow, to confirm your reservation.  It is embedded there; chiseled there, and 

penned in the very blood of Christ, which has secured it! 
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 d: And you are kept for this inheritance, by the power of God, through your faith, which 

He has given you, through the new birth!  Even you and I can't screw this one up!  God is 

upholding us, by the Word of His power; Jesus intercedes and prays for us, continuously, as our 

High Priest, so that our faith will not fail!   

 e: And this glorious salvation; this completed salvation, which spills out into glory, is 

ready to be revealed in the last time!  It is right there, brethren, behind the curtain, waiting for us, 

to finish this course!  And nothing can separate us from this glorious destiny!  For, nothing can 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord!  It waits for us, at this very 

moment, and as every day passes, we are one day closer to reaching it, and when we finally 

reach it, the fullness of the glorious experience, will never end! 


 And so, Peter then states; in light of this reality; in light of the full package of this glory, 

which God has secured, and continues to secure from every angle (it all rests on God's 

faithfulness and not us!)..."In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, 

you have been grieved by various trials..." 

 We can rejoice in the depths of our souls, even while enduring the present sorrows and 

trials of this short life, because of our assured end, in heaven!  Nothing can change our 

destination, brethren!  Nothing can change the course, which God, in Christ, has set us on!  We 

can, with Christ, look beyond the cross, and despise the shame, for the joy that is set before us!   

 And furthermore, brethren, even the trials and sorrows that we presently suffer, have a 

good and proper purpose!  If they didn't, we might still find joy in our end, but God does not 

chastise us, and appoint our sufferings for the sake of some personal enjoyment that He might 

have in such things!  No, (verse 7) "That the genuineness of your faith [especially when it is tried 

by various, fiery trials], being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by 

fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ!" 

 As we endure, brethren, indeed a great work is being done in us; indeed, we are better 

suited to minister to the body of Christ; indeed, our testimonies shine brighter, before the 

watching world; but furthermore, our persevering faith, which is of more value than gold, will 
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especially glorify Christ, as His glorious investment in our redemption, shines forth, in the faith 

deposited in us, which has overcome the world!   

 1 John 5:4-5: "For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 

that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God?" 


 And so, brethren, let all that we have considered about our heavenly state this week, drive 

us to be the most joyful people, in the entire world!  Let us show, in our pursuit of holiness, in 

our focus on heavenly realities, in our lack of ambition for earthly things, in our worship of the 

Living God, in our love for one another, in our fervent concern for the lost, in our overwhelming 

joy, fixed in a solid and certain hope...that heaven is our home, and Christ is our greatest prize!   

 Let me now close, with the words from Hebrews 11:13-16, which compel us to adopt the 

same mindset, which our faithful fathers of old had adopted, as they walked through this short 

life: 

 "These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off 

were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 

earth. For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they 

had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity 

to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed 

to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them." 


AMEN!!! 
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