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Introduction  

1. How does Hebrews confront wavering saints to whom it is addressed (12:3)? 

a. They were reminded of the “former days” in which they endured because they “knew” that they 

“had a better possession and an enduring one” (10:32, 34). 

b. This theme is carried into the 11
th

 chapter and fully developed in the 12
th

 (v. 18ff). 

2. Again, note Hebrews 11:1–3. 

a. Each of these faithful endured great trials. 

b. Yet, each remained faithful because their God proved to be faithful. 

1) They trusted their God as “the rewarder of them who diligently seek Him” (v. 3). 

2) They did not seek merely what was promised, but they sought the Rewarder Himself. 

3. In turn, “God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared for them a city” (v. 16). 

a. The way believers survive the trials of this sin-cursed, God-hating world is by their hope in the 

certainty of a future eternal reward as promised (v. 14). 

b. “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greet-

ed them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth” 

(v. 13). 

4. Are you a stranger and an exile? 

a. Are you like the antediluvian saints, walking with God in a vile and violent world? 

b. Are you like the patriarchs, remaining faithful even though not possessing what was promised? 

c. Will you be like Moses, rejecting Egypt (the world) and suffering with God’s people, seeing Him 

who is invisible (v. 27)? 

I. Moses’ Privilege 

1. The providence of God in the birth of Moses 

a. Interestingly, v. 23 attributes the actions of his parents to Moses’ own faith. How can this be? 

1) The focus is not on what his parents did but on the purpose of God providentially wrought in 

their acts. 

2) Hebrews does not praise individual faith but focuses on how the “faith” is preserved and ful-

filled by individuals through their God-birthed faith. 

3) His parents acted on the faith handed down to them—what God had promised to Abraham. 

b. The verse (23) emphasizes what they saw. 

1) Again, the ESV translates ἀστεῖος [asteios] (adj. from astu [a city]; two occurrences; AV trans-

lates as “fair” once, and “proper” once: 1, of the city; 2, of polished manners; 3, elegant [of 

body], comely, fair). 

2) Was there special revelation? None recorded. 

3) Providence provided Moses with what he needed to capture the compassion of an Egyptian 

princess. 



2. The providence of history 

a. Thutmose I (2
nd

 Pharaoh after the expulsion of the Hyksos) was the one “who knew not Joseph.” 

b. Rameses (Avaris) was the residence of the Pharaohs because it was located on the border of Go-

shen and on a portion of the Nile relatively free of crocodiles (safe enough for a mother to float 

her infant’s ark and a princess to bath in it). 

3. The providential rescue of Moses (Hebrew: “drawn out”; Egyptian: “son”) 

a. Moses’ parents resolved to trust the living God and to brave the danger presented by Pharaoh’s 

edict. 

b. Would not Moses’ mother fear to place him, thus endangering him where she knew that Pharaoh’s 

daughter would bathe? 

c. How could she know that Miriam’s recommendation would bring Moses back into her care? 

4. The providence of God in Moses’ early years 

a. Pharaoh’s daughter was co-regent; however, she had compassion on this Hebrew child and acted 

to rescue him with every right to do so. 

b. Providence assured that Moses, now protected by the state, would be reared by his mother, who 

would shape his mind in the faith of his fathers. 

c. A principle: God used the mercy of a Gentile to deliver Israel (see the reverse in Rom. 11:25–36). 

II. Moses’ Purpose 

1. The providence of God in Moses’ life 

a. Raised by an Egyptian princess as her son, grooming him to be the next Pharaoh of Egypt(?) 

b. Schooled in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and recognized for his military exploits (Acts 7:22) 

c. Yet, brought to choose with whom he would cast his lot, due to his training in the faith of his fa-

thers and witnessing the suffering of his kinsmen 

2. Hebrews abbreviates the span of years God used to shape His servant to deliver His people, sum-

ming all up in five pithy statements: 

a. His refusal: to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter (v. 24) 

b. His choice: mistreatment over sin’s fleeting pleasures (v. 25) 

c. His consideration:  reproach of Christ above the boundless wealth of Egypt (v. 26) 

d. His endurance: surviving the wrath of the Pharaoh by seeing Him who is invisible (v. 28) 

e. His attention: like Noah, listening to the warning of God by keeping the Passover in order to es-

cape God’s judgment on the firstborn in the land of Egypt (v. 29) 

What This Means for Us  

We, too, are facing an exodus from Egypt (this world). God is preparing a people—a remnant for 

these last hours who will testify to His greatness and glory and to the truth of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

We, like Moses, must choose whether we will enjoy the fleeting pleasures of this world or suffer the 

reproach of Christ and the mistreatment it brings. We must also prepare for God’s judgment that is 

about to fall on the beast system enslaving the world. I Corinthians 7:29–31 offers some wise counsel. 


