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The Tree Dream Retold 

Dan. 4:10-18 

 

We come to second of 4 messages in Daniel 4 today: the Dream 

Retold 

 

The Tree Dream Introduced - 1-9 

The Tree Dream Retold - 10-18 

The Tree Dream Interpreted - 19-28 

The Tree Dream Fulfilled - 29-36 

 

The Dream of the King of Babylon is centered upon a great tree. As 

we read these opening verses of 10–18, we can see with vividness the 

impressive picture of this massive tree, followed by its being chopped 

down and falling to the earth. 

 

We love trees; what would life be like without trees!? They are 

remarkable creations of God. They come in all sorts and sizes and 

kinds: pines, oaks, palms, maples, willows, jacarandas. They some of 

them bear fruit like apples of many varieties, citrus trees yielding 

oranges, lemons, limes and grapefruit. 

 

Man’s history naturally would be poorer without them; but his history 

spiritually – your history spiritually, revolves around trees. The tree of 

knowledge and the forbidden tree of life greet us at the outset of the 

Bible. Then at the center of our religion, the cross, is called “the tree” 

upon which Christ bled and died to pay for our awful sins. And at the 

end of the Bible, in the new heavens and new earth, with a new 

paradise, the tree of life reappears, bringing healing to all the nations.  
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It is a great tree that is so significant for Nebuchadnezzar, as it rises 

before him in a night vision; rises in its greatness, reaching the 

heavens, and abounds in blessing to all creatures.   

 

Archer, the OT scholar, says “The tree is described as very, very great 

– its height and breadth dominate the landscape, and could be seen for 

miles and miles; lush foliage and abundant fruit attracts the birds from 

the four winds, and it branches and shade give shelter and nourishment 

to all the four-footed creatures of the earth.” 

Using a tree to portray a nation or a man’s life was common in the 

ancient world, and parallels can to the Bible. But it is very important 

that we see this is a special revelation to this pagan king. It is clearly 

something impressive in every way; a big picture of something bold, 

brawny, beautiful, bountiful, and beheld by all. 

 

We see in the opening verses:  

- A good picture of a productive life, individually;  

- A good picture of what the rule of civil government over a nation 

should be;  

- A good picture of God who likens his own kingdom to just such a 

tree, in Jesus’ parables.  

 

Yet while this is supernatural dream about a specific event over 2500 

years ago, it is also something which repeats itself throughout history. 

We have called this the Tree Dream, when in reality, what it may 

better be called is the Tree Nightmare. This lesson is found in the last 

verse of the chapter: “He is able to humble those who walk in pride.” 

 

How many self-made men have been lifted upon the pinnacle of 

success in business, in their life’s work, only to be dropped to the 

depths? We all know those who have tasted great success, only to 

have the bottom fall out beneath them! And when this happens, 
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passages like Daniel 4 tell us this: “Heaven rules in the kingdom of 

men!” 

 

This holy and heavenly watcher enters in verse 13 to disturb the 

beautiful and bountiful picture. 

 

What this angelic watcher does could have gone several different 

ways. Some have watchers who do nothing – the angels who remain in 

heaven, horrified at our unbelief, sin and pride, and leave us whole. 

Our tree will not be chopped down and dismantled until we have come 

to the judgment seat to hear God’s decree on our wicked, godless 

living. 

 

Others have these angelic watchers descend to call for the axe here 

and now, but leaving nothing. They are like Sodom and Gomorrah, 

with no sprig of life in it, no recovery, no stump at all. 

 

And others see through their tree, their dream, their best earthy 

success, and but see through its branches for what they are – 

temporary! And hopefully they come to see that no tree of theirs is 

worthy to be compared to the tree of life in Christ! Some attain their 

brass ring, their heart’s desire, and it is turned to sawdust in their very 

hands, and are shown how empty their prize is. Then they turn to the 

true and real prize, and are permitted by grace to see their kingdom, 

their family, their lives protected by grace, while they are humbled 

and turn to the Lord. 

 

The tree is decreed by this heavenly watcher and messenger, to be 

destroyed to its stump. Every part of it is dismantled, chopped to 

pieces, and disposed of. The result is the scattering of the birds and 

beasts. Only the stump is spared, encircled with lowly bands of iron 
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and bronze. The gold headed king is nowhere to be found here. No, he 

is placed in a grassy meadow. 

 

What is the purpose of this nightmare? That is given at the end. It is 

not that the world might know that angels rule, but that the Most High 

is sovereign over all the kingdoms of men. It is the Lord Almighty 

who gives the nations to whomsoever He desires, and even sets the 

lowliest of men over them.  

 

Archer again says: “Men must realize that human rulers exercise 

authority only by the permission of God, not because they are masters 

of their fate or captains of their soul.”  

 

This is such an important truth, that all people and all rulers should 

grasp as of most basic importance. When God gives authority and 

power to men, it is not because they are so wonderful and good; but 

rather that they might humble themselves and do what is good and 

wonderful with their privilege for the glory of God. But most make 

their power and status into an idol, and abuse those they rule. 

 

We learn in verse 15 that the stump is the king and not his kingdom; 

his kingdom remains but he will have to grow again to be the king.  

 

The band is viewed differently by various interpreters:  

- Some see it as a metaphor for stern treatment, an iron band. 

- Some take it as a band to stop the trunk from splitting, keeping 

the whole realm as one in this interval. 

- Others take it as a bond of darkness over the king’s spirit, or as a 

chain for a madman.  

- Two of the best writers say that this band represents the loss of 

self-determination, of freedom, due to the affliction of the king’s 

mind with madness (Keil and Young hold this) 
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What the 7 seasons or periods in verse 16, is not clear. The 

dispensationalists have said this is 7 years of tribulation when the 

Gentiles are running over the earth!! The better view is that this is a 

definite period of time, the exact length of which is not determined. 

Seven years seems reasonable, but it is not clear from the text. 

 

What can we draw from what we see so far? 

 

First, that the Lord is entirely sovereign in the affairs of all men. We 

see here a pattern in history, individually as well as nationally: 

1. First, God blesses 

2. Second, man takes glory to himself 

3. Third, God humbles man to show His own exclusive greatness. 

 

Do you love a God who is sovereign? Is absolute sovereignty what 

you love to ascribe to God? That is the God of the Bible. 

 

Second, we cannot manipulate our lives to always own prosperity. 

 

What a folly it is for people to live for what they own; when what they 

own actually owns them.  

 

Think of the futility of living for wealth or riches! Only a small 

percentage of the world gain such riches. Of that small number, only a 

handful actually enjoy their wealth and become obsessed with keeping 

or gaining more riches. Of those who have such riches, many of them 

don’t keep their riches, but lose them. And then, of the number left 

who do have riches, and who retain and enjoy their wealth, the great 

majority of them will tell you that it is not money that makes them 

happy or satisfied, because they are miserable. 
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Lastly, it is a mercy that we are in God’s hands. 

 

Even with His fearful judgments, there is a root of mercy left behind. 

 

The tree of mankind has been cut down to a stump, but there is shoot 

out of Jesse that is your life, who is your King, who brings everlasting 

life. 

 
31 Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of 

heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his 

field; 32 and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full 

grown, it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that 

THE BIRDS OF THE AIR come and NEST IN ITS BRANCHES." 

(Mat 13:31-32) 

 

Be engrafted into him by faith – He is the vine, we are the branches; 

he who abides in him and he in him, brings forth much fruit. You are 

part of a tree, a life, that will never be cut down, but is transplanted 

into heavenly soil forever. 
 

Above all, let us learn the lesson of this dream tree and beware of 

pride. For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have 

that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you 

boast as if you had not received it? (1Cor 4:7 NKJ). 

 

If you would boast, boast in the Lord. That is the proper joy and 

exalting for a soul made by God and for God. 

 

Everybody boasts in something or someone. But you are to boast in 

the Lord alone. And you can never boast too much in Christ! Amen? 

 

 


