
Rom. 2:1-11 (LD 5, Q/A 12-13)  “How Much Do You Owe?”

For the Children: Have you ever owed anyone else money?  Someone in your family, or a friend?  If you owe a small 
amount of money, you will probably be able to pay it back.  But if the amount is too large, you will never finish paying 
what you owe.  When adults get into that situation, they get into trouble with the law.  But all of us owe a much bigger 
debt to God.  We owe Him our obedience and we owe a penalty for our disobedience – the eternal death penalty.  Each 
day we add more sins to our total, increasing our debt.  We could never pay off that debt!  Only the Lord Jesus is great 
enough to pay off our debt, so we can receive the gift of eternal life.  Questions: Why doesn’t God just forget about our 
sins if He wants to save us?  How does God use our deeds in the Final Judgement?  What effect should it have on us to 
realize that Jesus has paid for our sins?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Justice Must Be Fully Paid
• Wrong-Doing Creates a Debt: We owe God complete obedience.  When we fail to render it, we owe Him a 

debt.  We also owe a penalty for disobedience, as set by His Law.

• Debts Must Be Fully Paid: If this double-debt is not fully paid, God’s Word would be broken – the Word that 
demanded obedience and the penalty for disobedience; and God’s just and holy character would not be upheld. 

• No Exemptions: Sinful deeds always deserve punishment.  OT Law did set some lesser penalties if the sin was 
not deliberate.  Circumstances could make some difference to the degree of punishment.  But when men break 
God’s Law, there is always an element of rebellion, no matter the circumstances.  That is what deserves the 
“supreme penalty.”  That is why the text emphasizes the doing of evil as the acid-test of whether one deserves 
judgement (vss. 1,2,3,6,9)

• The Final Judgement: Man’s evil deeds therefore furnish all the evidence needed in the final judgement.  Those 
who do evil and do not know Christ, all deserve the wrath and indignation of God, the tribulation and distress 
they will receive then (vss. 8-9.  The elect are also judged “according to their deeds” (vss. 7:10) – though their 
deeds are not the ground of the mercy shown to them, but only an indication that they truly know Christ.  He is 
the sole ground of their salvation. 

• No Partiality: V. 11 says that in this judgement there is no “partiality” on God’s side – literally, no “respect of 
persons.”  That is not speaking of His choice of election before time began, but of His final judgement.  He 
applies the basic principles of justice to everyone, no matter what their ethnic background etc.  His justice is 
perfect, rather than biased and corrupt.

Second Point: Who, Then, Can Pay It?
• Increasing Guilt: It is clear that if our debts are to be paid, it cannot be by us.  For we are guilty of evil 

thoughts, words and deeds.  In fact, we keep on doing them even when we know it is wrong.  We increase our 
guilt each day, adding on to the original sin we have from Adam.  The judgement of God falls on those who do 
such things (v. 2).

• An Element of Hypocrisy: We are often quick to condemn others for the very things we do.  When we do that, 
we show that we do know better.  This also adds to our guilt (v. 3).

• An Element of Ingratitude: We also know the price the Lord Jesus had to pay to set us free.  When we then sin, 
it implies that we take lightly the mercy of God in Christ, which is designed to lead us to repentance (vss. 4-5). 
This was the problem with the Jews, but we are not that different in that respect.

• Someone Else Is Footing the Bill: Clearly, we are unable to pay the debts we have to God.  Yet the text shows 
that some, nevertheless, experience eternal life, glory, honour and peace (vss. 7:10).  God also carries out His 
justice by sending His Son as our Head and Representative, to act as a Substitute for us, to fully pay the 
penalty we deserve and render the obedience we should have given.

Conclusion:


