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Message #24                Matthew 7:13-23 

 

When Jesus Christ was presenting Himself as King to Israel, He wanted the nation to know that 

the majority would not go into the kingdom because the majority would not go through the right 

gate that gets one into the Kingdom.  That is precisely His lesson of this passage: 

 

JESUS CHRIST WANTED HIS DISCIPLES TO KNOW THAT THE WAY OF 

ENTRANCE INTO THE KINGDOM IS THROUGH A VERY NARROW GATE–

SPECIFICALLY THROUGH  HIM –AND THE MAJORITY WOULD NOT GO 

THROUGH THIS GATE INTO THE KINGDOM, BUT WOULD GO THROUGH  

A GATE THAT WOULD LEAD THEM TO ETERNAL DESTRUCTION. 

 

THOUGHT #1 – The way into the kingdom is through a small,  narrow  gate.  7:13a, 14a 

 

Now the discussion here is entrance into the kingdom; however, the way into the kingdom is the 

same way into heaven–through faith in Jesus Christ.  Jesus said in John 10:9 “I am the door; if 

anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved…”  Jesus said in John 14:6 “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” 

 

For the nation Israel to get into the kingdom, she must go through faith in Jesus Christ and for 

any sinner today to go to heaven he must go through faith in Jesus Christ.  There is no other way 

to life.  It is a narrow, small way; it is the only way and it is God’s way 

 

THOUGHT #2 – The way to eternal destruction is through a wide,  broad  gate.  7:13b 

 

All kinds of works, all kinds of religion, all kinds of lifestyles and all kinds of individuals will go 

to eternal destruction because they would not place their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

THOUGHT #3 – The majority of the people will go to destruction and only a   few  will go into  

                                 the kingdom.  7:13-14 

 

Now one question comes immediately to our minds and that is why are there so few who find the 

narrow way to life?  One reason is because people do not want to totally rely on Jesus Christ, but 

would rather rely upon their own righteousness and their own religion.  The pride of man does 

not want to admit that his own righteousness is as filthy rags.  The broad, self-righteous, moral, 

educated, arrogant religious world will not humble itself to rely on the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

THOUGHT #4 – The majority of the people will go to destruction because they will follow the 

                                  false  religious teaching of false teachers who present other ways to be right 

                                 with God other than through faith in Christ.  7:15-20 

 

Now there is a very important eschatological point to observe here as the actual kingdom 

approaches: false teachers and false prophets will increase.  They will be wolves in sheep’s 

clothing.  We live in a time when the literal wolf is protected more than the sheep.   
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Religious wolves look like they are right with God.  Religious wolves are religious but their 

doctrine is corrupt.  Inwardly, they are out to devour people and not lead them into a wonderful  

relationship with God.  I have seen many of these wolves.  They have an outward appearance, a 

sweet gentle spirit but they deny who Jesus Christ is and they deny the only way to salvation.  

They convince people that it is partly faith in Jesus Christa and partly their works that save them. 

 

As we near the end of this age, this will increase. 

 

(Fact #1) - You will be able to recognize a false prophet by his  fruit .  7:16a, 20 

 

Now this verse right here says we are to make judgments about people.  We are to make 

judgments about fruit.  We are to be fruit inspectors. 

 

(Fact #2) - Good fruit cannot come from  bad  trees.  7:16b-18 

 

It is impossible for a false teacher to point one to true faith in Jesus Christ.  You will never see 

someone under a false teacher love the Word of God, love sound doctrine and really working on 

their own relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

The fruit produced by bad teachers is bad.  Behind the scenes is immorality and evil and corrupt-

tion. 

 

(Fact #3) - Every bad tree will be cut down and thrown into the  fire .  7:19 

 

God will wipe out every false teacher, eventually.  He will send every one of them to hell.  He 

will chop them to pieces. 

 

THOUGHT #5 – Not everyone who says they are going into the kingdom really  will .  7:21-23  

 

Now here is clearly a dispensational kingdom matter.  Every believer will be raptured.  Every 

person who has placed his faith in Jesus Christ in the Church Age will go to heaven in the 

moment and twinkling of an eye.  There will be no chance for the Church Age unbeliever to say 

the things described here.  However, when Jesus Christ is about to establish His millennial 

kingdom, all will appear before Him to determine who gets in. 

 

There will be many who will lay claim to all of the good religious stuff they did in the name of 

Jesus.  Jesus will say depart from Me, I never knew you. 

 

You see, the only way into the kingdom or into heaven is to know Jesus Christ, and the only way 

to know Christ is to believe on Him. 

 


