
    Four Soils 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 93                    Hymn #718-  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
1st Scripture:  John 15:1-8              Hymn Insert-  In Christ Alone 
2nd Scripture:  Matthew 13:1-23                     Hymn Insert-  Open My Eyes, That I May See 

Introduction: 

 From a practical standpoint, Christianity would seem so much easier if there were only 

two kinds of people: Professing Christians and non-Christians.  From our standpoint, there's a 

comforting sense in which you could wish that everyone who professes faith in Christ is most 

certainly a Christian.  That would definitely make ministry a lot easier, because you could take 

everything at face value and just preach to Christians and non-Christians.   

 However, there are many, many Scriptural texts, which warn us of a third class of people, 

namely, counterfeit Christians.  There are those, who would profess faith in Christ; who would 

proclaim very clearly and loudly with the lips that they are blood bought children of God who 

have embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, and yet, they do not know Him in 

truth.  To be sure, there are hypocritical Christians, and to some degree, some within this third 

class of people may be deceived.  Consider the following Scriptural texts that confirm these 

realities: 

 1) Speaking not to the atheist or the cultist or the Muslim, but rather to the professing 

Christian, Jesus states, "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  Many will say to Me in that day, 

'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your Name, cast out demons in Your Name, and done 

many wonders in Your Name?'  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from 

Me, you who practice lawlessness" (Matthew 7:21-23). 

 2) "Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure..." (2 

Peter 1:10a). 

 3) "Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.  Test yourselves.  Do you not 

know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?-- unless indeed you are disqualified" (2 Corinthians 

13:5). 
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 Not wishing to beat a dead horse, we can simply note that the entire Epistle of 1 John was 

written, in large part, to provide a litmus test for authenticating our faith.  If everyone who 

merely professed faith in Christ, were a true Christian, 1 John (along with many other texts of 

Scripture) would be superfluous.  

 Well, here in our main text for this morning, we have somewhat of an x-ray of the soul 

given, showing how false professions of faith come about.  To be sure, there is indeed, a 

spurious, or "quick sprung" and non-persevering faith, which erupts out of the hearts of some 

professing Christians, which really has no solid or genuine root.  And so, with the parabolic 

analogy given here, by our Lord, we can take a closer look at why there is a third class of people 

in the world, who may have a profession of faith in Christ, while never really knowing Christ in 

truth.  

I.  Two Contextual Notes 

 Now, before we dig into the actual parable, let me note two noteworthy factors, provided 

by the context: 

 1) Jesus was never impressed by the multitudes of people that followed Him, because He 

knew that a large group of even eager listeners, did not a true following of His, make.  He knew 

what was in man, namely, a dead, sin-oriented heart, and that apart from divine intervention, no 

one would naturally be drawn to Him for salvation.  [See John 2:23-3:3 & John 6:26ff, 44, 66] 

 And so, Jesus was not impressed by the following multitudes, and it is important to 

realize that when he tells this parable (in Matthew 13), He is addressing the present reality of the 

gathering of these multitudes around Him.  In other words, what He states in this particular 

parable is directed toward addressing exactly what is happening at the very moment that He tells 

it.  The four different responses to the Word of God, indicated in the parable, are responses which 

are happening at that very moment, and which happen whenever the Word of God (The Gospel) 

is faithfully preached.  [Read Matthew 13:1-3]. Jesus, Himself, presently fills the shoes of the 

very sower, exemplified in the parable.  [While all faithful preachers fill those shoes, Jesus is the 

present "case in point" Preacher, described as the sower] 
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 2) Hence, the multitudes (the listeners) are composed of the different soils mentioned in 

the parable.  To this end, we note, that what all of these individuals have in common, is that they 

hear the Word of God proclaimed to them.  Indeed, salvation comes by the hearing of God's 

proclaimed Gospel, but not everyone who hears it, or even responds favorably toward it (in some 

sense), is saved.  And so, as we move into the actual parable, it is worth noting then, that all of 

the examples put forth by the four soils, are represented among the multitudes, as different types 

of responses, which are given toward the preached Gospel.  The way of salvation comes by the 

hearing of the Gospel alone, but not all who hear it and respond to it are saved.  And of course, 

this carries over into every context, where the Word of God is faithfully preached, which is why 

preachers must be aware of the fact that their audience is likely made up of these four different 

soils.   

II.  The Four Soils 

 In our Lord's opening up and explaining this parable in verses 18-23, he begins in verse 

19 by saying, "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom..."  And so, again, the main 

emphasis of this parable is on the different responses to the "heard" Gospel, which are pictured in 

the four soils, upon which the seed of truth falls.  Let us then, now consider the four different 

responses represented by these four soils. 

 1) The Wayside:  [Read vs. 3-4] 

 In this first example, the seed never actually takes root in the soil.  The birds simply 

swoop down and devour the seeds, before they take root in any sense.   

 Our Lord explains the meaning of this first response in verse 19.  [Read verse 19].  And 

so, here we are given a category of hearers, who hear the word; the word goes into their ears and 

down to their hearts, as it were, but before it has any chance of provoking any kind of a positive 

response, it is snatched out of the heart by the enemy (by satan and his minions).  This person 

may sit under the preaching of the word or hear the Gospel presented to him, and he might even 

fall under the conviction of the Holy Spirit for a short time, but ultimately the conviction is 

dulled and removed, and what he has heard is cast aside... and back to life he goes.  Week after 

week after week, there are those among us, who would certainly fit into this category of soil.  
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You hear the Word preached.  It may even bring some fear into your heart, as you ponder the 

reality of what is spoken.  But then, when you walk out of the building and back into your "life 

in the world," the arrow of conviction is removed and you simply get past it, as if nothing has 

ever happened.  Young people, you are especially prone to this.  The enemy has plenty of 

distractions on hand, to keep you busy and to wrest you away from the truths that are presented 

from this pulpit each week.   

 You have the deceptive sense that life will just continue on for you tomorrow, and that 

you won't be one of those who get struck down unexpected.  Or, you think that the truth will 

always be there for you when you need it; as if your heart is within your own control and you 

have the ability to keep it from hardening more and more as the days pass by.  Or, you are just so 

able to busy yourselves with other things: toys, video games, school, friends, parties, 

relationships, work, and a host of other distractions, which would keep you from seeking first the 

kingdom of God, as the desperate necessity and priority for the wellbeing of your never dying 

soul.  Needless to say, much, much seed has fallen by the wayside, throughout the history of the 

building of Christ's church.  The power and reality of the kingdom, never ultimately penetrate the 

heart in this soil.  Though they have eyes that see and ears that hear, they cannot see or hear; they 

cannot understand spiritual realities. 

 2) The Stony Ground:  [Read verses 5-6] 

 In this second example, the seed falls on stony ground.  This being the case, the seed was 

unable to take proper root.  And so, it shot up, immediately sprouting a stem.  However, because 

it had no depth of earth, when the sun came up, it scorched the plant, causing it to whither away.  

Since it had no root, it was incapable of withstanding the heat of the sun. 

 In verses 20-21, our Lord relates this imagery to a group of professing Christians, who 

prove to have a false conversion.  [Read verses 20-21] 

 To be sure, perseverance is a mark of the true believer, and those who are presently 

persevering have a present right to the assurance of salvation, granted the true children of God in 

Christ.  That said, there are those whose shallow and spurious faith is revealed by means of trial 

and tribulation.  Such people are excited to be a Christian, and to profess Christ, when all is well, 

but when they are faced with the threat of losing their livelihood, their material possessions or 
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their health in some fashion, should they compromise and walk away from Christ, it would 

evidence that this type of a shallow, rootless faith, is what really exists within them.  Those who 

compromise, being willing to deny Christ for the sake of maintaining their wellbeing in this 

world, prove that the kingdom of God has not truly been found by them, even though they have 

confessed otherwise with seemingly great joy.  In Matthew 24:12-13, our Lord states, "And 

because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.  But he who endures to the 

end shall be saved." 

 3) The Thorny Ground:  [Read verse 7] 

 In this third example, the seed falls onto ground that is teeming with thorns.  And so, 

when the plant springs up, the surrounding thorny plants spring up with it, and choke the life out 

of the plant. 

 In verse 22, our Lord relates this imagery to another group of professing Christians, who 

have a false conversion.  [Read verse 22] 

 And so, like the stony ground, this soil responds favorably for a time, but it ultimately 

fails to bear fruit.  However, persecution and tribulation are not the causes of this lack.  Rather, 

these individuals are so caught up in the cares of this world; they are so concerned with material 

things and monetary gain, that the Word which was sown in them, is choked out, and they are 

kept from bearing any fruit.  They are visibly in the church, but they have no fruit in the church, 

because they are just too busy; they are consumed with worldly things. 

 4) The Good Soil:  [Read verse 8] 

 Finally, there is the good soil, which takes the seed, cultivates it and yields a crop... some 

a hundredfold, some sixty and some thirty.  

 In verse 23, Our Lord relates this imagery to the authentic Christian, who has a sincere 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, confirmed by a life of fruitfulness.  [Read verse 23] 

 These individuals hear the Word, understand the Word, believe the Word, and they 

confirm the authenticity of their faith, by bearing fruit by the Word.  They are not mere 

professing Christians.  Their faith is proven by their changed lives and their fruit bearing actions.  

And they persevere to the end.   
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 After describing these four different soils, as four potential responses to the preaching of 

the kingdom of God, in a setting where the surrounding multitudes would be responding in one 

of these four ways, our Lord, fittingly states then, in verse 9, "He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear."   Not everyone will hear, in a life changing way; not everyone will understand in the heart 

and respond with a true and sincere faith, but let those who do so; let those good soils, cultivated 

by the Holy Spirit of God, then hear and bear fruit!  [The language of Revelation regarding the 

exhortations to the seven churches of Asia - "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 

to the churches"] 

III.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Having spanned the text, brethren, let us then conclude our time by considering a few 

closing applications: 

 1)  God's ultimate design in saving sinners is not merely to save sinners from the penalty 

of their sins.  God's ultimate design is to sanctify redeemed sinners, unto a life of fruit-bearing 

for His glory!  Out of all four soils, considered in our text, there was one very telling sign, 

attached to the good soil.  It bore fruit.  To be sure, Christians bear different amounts of fruit, but 

every true Christian bears fruit!  One, who is truly rooted in Christ, and not by profession only, 

must bear fruit in Christ!  Plant the tree in the good water and it must bear fruit.  Plant the tree in 

Christ, and the Spirit will; must bring fruit out of that tree... Otherwise, the tree is not truly 

planted in Christ.  [See John 15:1-8 again - not speaking about losing one's salvation, but 

addressing the authentic vs. synthetic faith, which professes to be in Christ] 

 Three of these four soils have professed faith in Christ; they said the "sinners prayer," as 

it were, but only one was truly converted, bringing forth fruit! 

 2) Have you been given ears to hear?  Does the Word of God resonate with your soul, 

such that you actively respond to its teachings and commands, by faith?  [Ex: believing that a 

train is coming, but not getting off the tracks] 

 The warnings of Scripture are for those "who hear."  Perhaps, some of you hear this 

morning, who were previously outside of Christ... The Gospel! 
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 3)  The critical place of regeneration in the life of the sinner.  The critical place of 

ongoing prayer for perseverance! 

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Romans 16:25-27
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