
Intro:  

XII. Conduct In The Church 

 A. The Theme of 1 Timothy - vs 14-15a 

  1. I write to you…. I write so that - introducing the purpose of the epistle  

  2. These things  

   a. some think it refers to the material about Church leadership in Chap 3 

   b. others include what he say in Chap 2 about men and women 

   c. others include what he say in Chap 1 about false doctrine 

   d. better to interpret the following purpose statement or theme as the topic 

  3. though I hope to come to you shortly; 

   a. tachyon - more swiftly, more rapidly, more speedily:--out (run), quickly, 

   shortly, sooner.  

   b. hoping to return to Timothy quicker than was able and therefore is  

   writing 

  4. but if I am delayed  

   a. lends to the above interpretation (3b) 

   b. not sure if Paul ever returned to Ephesus 

   c. In Titus 3:12b,  

    i. written about the same time as 1 Tim,  

    ii. Paul says “for I have determined to winter in Nicopolis.” 

     - was west of Macedonia 

     - Ephesus was east of Macedonia 

  5. you may know how you ought to conduct yourself  

   a. you - singular - talking to Timothy 

   b. Know  

    i.  oida - possession of knowledge or skill necessary to accomplish 

    the goal  

    ii. Not mere intellectual knowledge, but practical knowledge 

   c. how you ought to conduct yourself  

    i. returns to include anyone or everyone 

    ii. Anastrepho - to overturn; also to return; to busy oneself, remain, 

    live:--abide, behave self, have conversation, live, overthrow, pass, 

    return, be used.  

     - present infinitive 

     - speaks of a consistent pattern of life 

 B. The Master of the Church - vs 15b 

  1.  in the house of God,  

   a. oikos - a dwelling; a family:--home, house(-hold), temple. 
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   b. household is preferable 

   c. also used in 3:4,5,12; 2 Ti 1:16; Tit 1:11 

   d. Paul is speaking here not of a building, but a family 

    i. responsible to conduct themselves according to heaven’s mandate 

    ii. Eph 2:19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and  

    foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

    household of God, 

    iii. Gal 6:10; Heb 3:6; 1 Pet 4:17 

  2. which is the church of the living God,  

   a. the church in no way is a human institution 

    i. Church does not have a definite article stressing its character 

    ii. Paul speaking to the Ephesian elders shows why the church  

    belongs to God - Acts 20:28 the church of God which He purchased 

    with His own blood. 

    iii. writing in Eph 1:14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until 

    the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His 

    glory. 

   b. the living God has a  rich OT heritage 

    i. Jos 3:10 - By this you shall know that the living God is among 

    you, 

    ii. 1 Sam 17:26 - that he should defy the armies of the living God?" 

    iii. Ps 42:2 - My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  

    iv. Ps 84:2 - My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God 

     v. Jer 10:10 - But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God 

    and the everlasting King. 

 C. The Mission of the Church - vs 15c 

  1. The Pillar 

   a. The Ephesians would understand the imagery b/c of the temples there 

   b. Temple of Diana  

    i. one of the seven wonders of the ancient world 

    ii. 127 Pillars,  

     - each the gift of a King 

     - all made of marble 

    - some studded with jewels 

     - some overlaid with Gold 

    iii. Also held up the immense structure of the roof 

  3. and ground - hedraioma - a support, basis:--ground.  

   a. appears only here in the NT 

   b. refers to the foundation 

   c. the Church is to be a testimony of God’s truth  

  4. of the truth. 

   a. divine revelation, includes the truth of the gospel 



  4. of the truth. 

   a. divine revelation, includes the truth of the gospel 

   b. the solemn responsibility of the Church to uphold truth 

    i. We do not invent it 

    ii. We do not alter it b/c of judgment 

    iii. By the Word of truth, we were and others can be saved - Jas 1:18 

   c. how do we uphold the truth 

    i. by believing it - Acts 24:14; 2 Co 4:13; Mt 13:9 

    ii. By memorizing it - Ps 119:111 Pet 3:15 

    iii. By meditating on it - Josh 1:8; Ps 1:2 

    iv. By studying it - 2 Tim 2:15 

    v. By obeying it - Lk 11:28 

    vi. By defending it - Phil 1:16 

    vii. By living it - Tit 2:10; Col 3:16 

    viii. By proclaiming it - Mt 28:19-20 

  Jo 17:14 "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because 

  they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

 D. The Message of the Church - vs 16 

  1. What they to uphold is found in vs 16 

   a. Christ says in Lu 24:46-47 "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary 

   for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that 

   repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all 

   nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

   b. The Apostolic theme is found in Acts 10:37-43 

   c. Paul made Christ the central theme of his preaching  

    i. 1 Co 1:23; 2:2; 2 Co 1:19; 4:5 

    ii. May have been under attack in Ephesus - 1 Tim 1:1; 2:5-6; 6:15-16 

  2. And without controversy  

   a. homologoumenos - confessedly:--without  controversy.  

   b. Means to say the same thing, a unanimous conviction of all believers 

   c. The unanimous conviction - great is the mystery of godliness:  

    i. mystery - something not previously revealed  

    ii. Godliness - eusebeia - piety; specially, the gospel scheme:-- 

    godliness, holiness.  

     - the great truth of salvation and righteousness through Christ 

     - which makes one godly 

  3. The following is an early Church Hymn which is evident from its uniformity 

   a. there are six verbs, all in the third person aorist 

   b. there is rhythm and parallelism 

    i. 1st parallel - flesh and spirit 

    ii. 2nd parallel - angels and nations 

    iii.3rd Parallel - world or earth and glory or heaven 



   c. The Hymn opens with “God”   

    i. earliest versions open with “He who” 

    ii. Is describing Jesus Christ 

   d. was manifested in the flesh,  

    i. phaneroo - to render apparent:--appear, manifestly declare, (make) 

    manifest (forth), shew (self).  

     - Refers to making visible not to bring into existence, create  

     - Christ’s pre-existence is affirmed throughout the NT - Jo 

     8:58; 17:5; Phil 2:6-7;  

    ii. does not refer to sinful fallen human nature like Ro 7 

  - just refers to humanness - Jo 1:14; Ro 1:3; Gal 4:4; Phil 2:7-

  8; Heb 2:11,14; 4:15 

    iii. This is where Satan attacks and cults deviate 

   e. Justified in the Spirit,  

    i. dikaioo - to render (i.e. show or regard as) just or innocent:--free, 

    justify(-ier), be righteous.  

 ii. Translators capitalize Spirit indicating the 3rd member of the 
triune Godhead,  

    iii. could refer to Christ being vindicated or declared righteous in His 

    Spiritual nature 

    iv. Declared throughout the NT -  Mt 3:17; 2 Co 5:21; Heb 4:15; 5:9; 

    7:26; 9:14; 1 Pet 2:21-22; 1 Jo 2:1 

   f. Seen by angels,  

i. optanomai - to gaze (with wide-open eyes, as at something 
remarkable):--appear, look, see, shew self. 
ii. Angels observed and attended every aspect of Jesus life 

- the announcement of His birth and at His birth – Lu 2:10 

- strengthened Him after temptation - Mt 4:11  
- strengthened Him at Gethsemane - Lu 22:43 

- After His death he visited the fallen ones to proclaim His 
victory over them - 1 Pet 3:18-20 

- At His resurrection, they rolled away the stone – Jo 20:12;  
- Hi ascension – Acts 1:10-11 

   g. Preached among the Gentiles,  

    i. The command to - Mt 28:19-20; Acts 1:8 

    ii. The obedience - Acts 10:34-48 

   h. Believed on in the world,  
    i. The first batch of Jews - Acts 2:41 

    ii. The Samaritans – Acts 8:5-13 

    iii. The Ethiopian Eunuch - Acts 8:26-39 

    iv. Cornelius the Gentile – Acts 10:34-48 

    v. Across the Gentile world – Acts 13-28 

   i. Received up in glory. 

    i. Sat at the right hand of God – Heb 1:3 

    ii. Exalted by God – Phil 2:8-11 

iii. His ascension proves accepted by God 


