
 

Intro:  When God calls a man into His service, He looks for those whose hearts are right with 

Him. His is not concerned with talents, abilities or spiritual virtue. Throughout the Bible, God 

chose people who had hearts devoted to Him. Nehemiah says of Abraham, Ne 9:8 You found 

his heart faithful before You. God remind Samuel in 1 Sam 16:7, but the LORD looks at the 

heart. After the disaster of King Saul, God raised up David, 1Sa 13:14 The LORD has sought 

for Himself a man after His own heart.  

 After having covered the topic of Elders, Paul moves on to Deacons and their wives. 

The qualifications are almost identical (the elder must be able to teach) but their roles are 

different.  

 The word Diakonos  which means an attendant, a waiter  (at table or  in other menial 

duties); deacon, minister, servant is used about 100 times in the NT. Only here and Phil 1:1 is 

it used in the sense of the office. In Ro 13:4, it is used of soldiers or  policemen In Jo 12:26 it 

is used to describe anyone who followed Christ. In 1 Co 12:5, Paul says there are differences 

of ministries, showing that all Christians should be involved in some sort of ministry. 

 Secondly, in Ro 12:7, in the list of the spiritual gifts, the gift of service is mentioned and 

one may have it without holding the office of deacon. Paul lists many who served with him in 

his letters.  

 Thirdly, the word is used of the officially recognized duties of a deacon. 

 Acts 6 is held as the starting point for deacons. The Bible never really says this. In verse 

4 the word diakonia is used speaking of the Apostles and in verse 1 it is used speaking of 

waiting on tables. Elders are mentioned several times in Acts (11:30; 14:23; 15:2,4,6,22-23; 

16:4; 20:17), but deacons as an office are not. The 7 men all had Greek names and they served 

the Hellenistic Jews. They were more like elders than deacons, in that the two that are 

mentioned a second time were evangelist (Acts 6:8; 8:5ff; 21:8). 

 Paul is writing some 30 years after the birth of the Church. It had grown sufficiently 

where there was a need for the office of Deacon. They were to function as a model of spiritual 

virtue and service and therefore had to meet the qualifications given here. The qualifications 

deal more with character than function. In fact, no specific tasks are given. They would have 

served at the requests of the elders. 

XI. Called to Serve the Church 

 A. Qualification of Deacons - vs 8 

  1. Personal Character 
   a. Likewise - introduces a new category within the topic of Church leaders
   b. must be reverent  
    i. Semnos - venerable, i.e. honorable, grave, honest. 
    ii. Comes from sebomai meaning to venerate or to worship 

    iii. Must not be silly or flippant, understands the seriousness of life 
   c. not double-tongued  
    i. the first of three negatives characteristics after a positive  
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    ii. Dilogos - equivocal, i.e. telling a different story,  double-tongued. 
     - appears only here in the NT 

     - some think it refers to gossip 

     - best interpreted as not speaking one thing to one person and 
     another to the second 

     - a deacon’s speech is characterized by integrity, consistency, 
     and honesty 

   d. not given to much wine  
    i. Prosecho - to hold the mind towards, pay attention to, be cautious 
    about, apply oneself to, adhere to, give attendance to, beware, be 
    given to, give (take) heed (to unto); have regard. 
     - NASB - addicted to meaning to occupy oneself with 

     - the habitual practice 
   ii. Polus - much, many; largely; often, mostly, largely, abundant, 
   great (age, deal, -ly, while), long, plenteous, sore, straitly. 

   e. not greedy for money  
    i. Aischrokerdes - sordid:--given to (greedy of) filthy lucre. 
    ii. Since he would handle the money, he cannot be caught the the 
    love of money like Judas - Jo 12:4-6 

  2. Spiritual Life - vs 9 

   a. holding the mystery of the faith  
    i. mystery - a NT revelation which would include 
     - the incarnation of Christ - 1Ti 3:16 

     - the indwelling of Christ in believers - Co 1:26-27 

     - the unity of the Jews and Gentiles in one body in Christ - 
     Eph 1:9; 3:4-6 

     - the saving Gospel - Col 4:3 

     - lawlessness - 2 Th 2:7 

     - the Rapture of the Church - 1 Co 15:51-52  
    ii. The faith - the content of NT revealed truth  
   b. with a pure conscience. 
    i. Katharos - clean, clear, pure.  
    ii. Suneidesis - co-perception, moral consciousness:--conscience. 
     - a gift of God  
     - designed to warn a person when they have violated moral 
     law - Ro 2:14-15  
     - it either accuses producing guilt, shame, remorse, fear, and 
     despair over sin 

     - or else excuses them producing assurance, peace, joy due to 
     righteousness 
   c. Not enough to merely believe the truth, he must also live it - Jas 2:19.  
  3. Christian Service - vs 10a 
   a. But let these also first be tested - to approve after testing 

   b. Dokimazo - to test; to approve:--allow, discern, examine, (ap-)prove, try. 
    i. present tense indicates an ongoing test,  
    ii. not a one time test or probationary period   
  4. Moral Purity - vs 10b, 12a 
   a. being found blameless  
    i. Anegkletos - unaccused, irreproachable, blameless 
 



    ii. Though their function is different than that of the elder, they are to 
    be applying the teaching of the elder in their life 
   b. the husbands of one wife  
    i. lit. one woman man 

    ii. Must be faithful to their wife, moral issue not marital status  
  5. Home Life - vs 12b 

   a. like elders, must prove their spiritual character in the home 
   b. ruling - proistemi - to stand before, (in rank) to preside, or to practice, 
   maintain, be over, rule.  
    i. their children - reaching their own family 

    ii. and their own houses well - managing everything with which they 
    are associated  
 B. Qualification of Deaconesses - vs 11 

  1. Likewise - Hosautos - as thus, in the same way:--even so, likewise, after the 
  same (in like) manner. 
  2. their wives  
   a. gune - a woman; specially, a wife:--wife, woman.  
   b. some question as to who is in view here, women in general or the wives 
   of deacons  
    i. Likewise makes an argument for a third distinct group 

    ii. No possessive pronoun or definite article connecting the women 
    to the deacons  
    iii. No qualifications for elder’s wives, why deacon’s wives 
    iv. No word “deaconesses” so diakonos is used for male or female 
    v. using the term “women” was the only way to distinguish them 
    from male deacons 
    vi. The qualifications parallel those of deacon 
  3. must be reverent  
   a. Semnos - venerable, honorable:--grave, honest. 
   b. same as vs 8 

  4. not slanderers  
   a. Diabolos - a traducer, false accuser, devil, slanderer. 
   b. used to describe Satan, translated devil 
   c. she must control her tongue 
  5. temperate - Nephaleos - sober, circumspect:--sober. 
  6. faithful in all things - must be trustworthy in all areas of life 
 C. The Rewards of Faithful Service - vs 13 

  1. For those who have served well as deacons  
  2. obtain for themselves - peripoieomai - to make around oneself, i.e. acquire 
  (buy):--purchase.  
   a. a good standing  
    i.  bathmos - a step, grade (of dignity):--degree.  
    ii. Lit. an elevated stand, refers to those that stand out above others 
    iii. Those who serve in humility will be exalted by God - Jas 4:10; 1 
    Pe 5:6; and the Church - 1 Th 5:12-13 

   b. and great boldness  
    i. parrhesia - all out-spokenness, frankness, bluntness, publicity; 
    assurance:--bold (-ly, -ness, -ness of speech), confidence. Lit. great 
    confidence 
    ii. in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


