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“The word Pharisee is derived from an Aramaic word meaning, ‘separated.’ They were a group that held to the immortality of the 
soul, the resurrection of the dead, and punishment in future life...In Jesus' day, the Pharisees practiced righteousness externally  
─they were more concerned with the outward appearance than the inward feeling. The Pharisees also added an enormous 
amount of traditional material that was passed down from one generation to the next. They were the worst persecutors of Jesus 
and the objects of His strongest criticism.”                                                                                                                  ─Don Stewart 
 
 
 
I.       The Repentant Woman (vv. 36-38)  
 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My 
burden is light.” 

 
 
 
 
II.      The Critical Host (vv. 39-43) 
 
 

“Simon’s righteousness was the kind that would prefer that Jesus kick the repentant woman away, back to her sin and 
misery. What an indictment of Simon this actually was. He saw the woman perform an act of repentance and devotion and 
called her a ‘sinner’! Simon the moralist had an arctic heart, a permafrost of the soul…He had a heart without grace.”  
                                                                                                                                                                           ─Kent Hughes 
 
 
Psalm 51:5 (CSB) “Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; I was sinful when my mother conceived me.”  
 
 
2 Corinthians 7:1 “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 
 
 
1 John 5:13 “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that 
you have eternal life.” 
 
 
Luke 8:41-42a “And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an  official of the synagogue; and he fell at Jesus’ feet, 
and began to implore Him to come to his house; for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying.”  
 
 
Luke 8:49 “While He was still speaking, someone came from the house of the synagogue official, saying, ‘Your daughter 
has died; do not trouble the Teacher anymore.’”  
 
 
Luke 8:54-55 “He, however, took her by the hand and called, saying, ‘Child, arise!’ And her spirit returned, and she got up 
immediately; and He gave orders for something to be given her to eat.”  



Luke 7:11-15 “Soon afterwards He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were going along with Him, accompanied 
by a large crowd. Now as He approached the gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He felt 
compassion for her, and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’ And He came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a 
halt. And He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise!’ The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave him back 
to his mother.”  
 
 
John 11:17 “So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days.”  
 
 
John 11:39-44 “Jesus said, ‘Remove the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to Him, ‘Lord, by this time there 
will be a stench, for he has been dead four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see 
the glory of God?’ So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, ‘Father, I thank You that You have 
heard Me. I knew that You always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may believe 
that You sent Me.’ When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth.’ The man who had 
died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’” 
 
 
 
 

III.     The Forgiving Savior (vv. 44-50) 
 

“More ‘doing’ for Christ is the universal demand of all the churches…All desire to see among Christians, more good works, 
more self-denial, more practical obedience to Christ’s commands. But what will produce these things? Nothing, nothing but 
love. There will never be more done for Christ till there is more hearty love to Christ Himself. The fear of punishment, the 
desire of reward, the sense of duty, are all useful arguments, in their way, to persuade men to holiness. But they are all 
weak and powerless, until a man loves Christ…The heart must be engaged for Christ, or the hands will soon hang down. 
The affections must be enlisted into His service, or our obedience will soon stand still. It will always be the loving workman 
who will do the most in the Lord’s vineyard.”                                                                                                    ─Dr. J. C. Ryle 
 
 
 

Sermon 26:  Extravagant Love for Jesus 

Luke 7:36-50 

 

The “Promise Keepers” movement that impacted thousands of men in the late 1990’s and early 
2000’s had a lot of flaws, but also a lot of good. I remember a Promise Keepers rally at Neyland 
Stadium that was attended by a lot of our men. As the stadium filled up, there was a 
spontaneous cheer that started. The men on one side of the stadium began to shout in unison, “I 
love Jesus, yes I do; I love Jesus, how about you?” Immediately the men on the other side of the 
stadium answered with the same chant, and it went back and forth getting louder each time. I 
suppose that was okay (a little childish perhaps and I doubt the angels in Heaven were all that 
impressed), but it leads me to this question: what does real love, emotional love, deep, life 
impacting love for Jesus look like? A follow up to that question is, “How is a genuine, life 
changing love for Jesus cultivated? These are important questions! Surprisingly, it is likely that 
in the Scriptures the greatest display of love toward Jesus – extravagant love – was offered by a 
woman from a very sinful background, and this display of extravagant love took place in a 
Pharisee’s home.  



Let’s set the scene for this text. Jesus not only accepted hospitality from publicans and sinners, 
he also accepted it from the religious Pharisees. Jesus knew that these religious but lost 
Pharisees needed the saving grace of God just as much as the publicans and sinners. Our text 
(Luke 7:36-50) takes place in a Pharisee’s house. Luke records two other times that Jesus had a 
meal in a Pharisee’s house (Luke 11:37-54 and Luke 14:1-24).  

Before we dig into the text, let me make sure you understand what a Pharisee was. Don Stewart 
gives this description in The Blue Letter Bible:  

The word Pharisee is derived from an Aramaic word meaning, ‘separated.’ They 
were a group that held to the immortality of the soul, the resurrection of the dead, 
and punishment in future life... In Jesus' day the Pharisees practiced 
righteousness externally - they were more concerned with the outward 
appearance than the inward feeling. The Pharisees also added an enormous 
amount of traditional material that was passed down from one generation to the 
next. They were the worst persecutors of Jesus and the objects of His strongest 
criticism.  

The Pharisees were the ultimate legalists. An example of their legalism would be their adding 
over 600 rules to insure obedience to The Ten Commandments. To break their man-made rules 
was considered by them to be as serious as breaking the laws contained in the Old Testament. 
With just a few exceptions, the Pharisees hated Jesus and sought continually to “trip Him up” 
and thereby discredit Him.  

We don’t really know for certain why Simon the Pharisee wanted to invite Jesus into his home. 
Perhaps (but not likely) he was just curious. More likely he wanted to trip Jesus up on some 
issue and make him look bad in order to impress his Pharisee buddies. We know that Simon 
purposely withheld some common courtesies traditionally given to honored guests. “Normally 
the host placed his hand on the guest’s shoulder and gave him the kiss of peace. But this was not 
done for Jesus. Customarily a guest’s sandals were removed and his feet were washed as he 
entered or while he reclined at the table… Jesus’ feet were left embarrassingly dirty. Dinner 
guests were also anointed with a touch of olive oil. But there was no such kindness for Jesus.” 
[Kent Hughes, Luke, Volume 1, page 275]  

It is highly likely that this whole dinner was simply an evidence-gathering process to ultimately 
dispose of this teacher called Jesus. Jesus knew the purpose for which He was invited to this 
dinner. He knew that this hypocritical Pharisee had evil intentions, but Jesus graciously reached 
out to this lost man.  

In order to understand what happens later in the text, we need to know the customs of a formal 
“dinner party” in that time. Often, “formal dinners” such as the one in our text took place in an 
open courtyard. They were public events so that anyone could walk in and see who was there 
and hear the conversation. They were not considered guests, but neither were they considered 
intruders. One person called them “self-invited observers.” These observers would have been 
aware that Jesus was being treated with disrespect. 

Let’s learn a lesson about how extravagant love for Jesus manifests itself.  

  

I.  The Repentant Woman (vv. 36-38)  

Our English translations obscure some of the drama that is obvious in verse 37. It literally says, 
“And look, a woman!” This indicates that something shocking is about to happen. The shocking 
thing is primarily who this woman was. Verse 37 says simply that she was a “sinner.” In the 



context and based on Simon the Pharisee’s response, she was almost certainly a prostitute. Some 
try to identify her with Mary Magdalene, but that is only ungrounded speculation. We don’t 
know who she was, but she was a woman with a bad reputation that the Pharisees would not 
have given her the time of day. Yet Jesus received the generous gesture of love that she gave to 
him.  

To get an accurate picture of what was taking place here, we need to delve a little more into the 
customs of the time. “Since roads were either dusty or muddy, it was prudent to keep the guest’s 
feet as far away from the table as possible. Lying down leaning on one’s elbow was both a 
sanitary and a comfortable position for the prolonged conversation that accompanied such a 
meal.” [John MacArthur, The MacArthur Commentary, Luke 6-10, page 172] 

That is why we read in verse 36: “…He entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.” As 
the woman who was a sinner came into the courtyard where Jesus was, she came first to His 
feet. As the woman stood silently at Jesus feet wondering how she was going to anoint Jesus 
with the perfumed oil, she began weeping. It seems obvious that this woman had savingly 
believed in Jesus. If you read a harmony of the Gospels (this tool puts the events from all the 
Gospels in chronological order), you will find that just before what is recorded here in Luke 7, 
Jesus was speaking to the crowds and gave this invitation found in Matthew 11:28-30: “Come to 
Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My 
yoke is easy and My burden is light.” Perhaps this is where this woman had turned from her sin 
and savingly believed in Christ. Her tears, her humble attitude, and her sacrificial gift all 
evidence a changed life. 

As this woman was at Jesus’ feet ready to anoint His feet with the perfume, she is overcome with 
such love and grace that would save a sinner such as she was, and she began to weep. Because of 
where she was standing, her tears began to fall on Jesus’ feet. It was obvious that the host 
Pharisee had failed to wash Jesus’ feet, so having no towel, she wiped the dirt off His feet with 
her hair. Not only was it shocking that this sinner (former prostitute) was washing Jesus’ feet, it 
was perhaps more shocking that she let down her hair. For a Jewish woman to let down her hair 
in public was considered indecent and even immoral. That did not come from Scripture, but 
from customs. She was not concerned with customs, but with pouring out an extravagant love 
for this one who had saved her. After washing His feet with her tears, she anointed them with 
the perfumed oil. One commentator said, “This was a staggering display of honor rendered to 
Jesus in the midst of those who sought only to dishonor Him.” [John MacArthur, page 174]  

 

II.  The Critical Host (vv. 39-43) 

At this point, the focus switches from the woman to the host – Simon. Simon’s thoughts were 
filled with indignant self-righteousness. Kent Hughes has a good summary of these verses. 
“Simon’s righteousness was the kind that would prefer that Jesus kick the repentant woman 
away, back to her sin and misery. What an indictment of Simon this actually was. He saw the 
woman perform an act of repentance and devotion and called her a ‘sinner’! Simon the moralist 
had an arctic heart, a permafrost of the soul… He had a heart without grace.”  

Simon’s real problem was that he was spiritually blind. He could not see the woman and her new 
life or his own wicked, hard heart. It was easy for him to say, “She is a sinner,” but he could not 
see that he himself was a sinner. Jesus then used a parable to show Simon a great truth; it is also 
a great truth for us to learn.  

The debtors in this parable obviously represent sinners. Both men have sizable debts that were 
beyond their ability to repay. A denarius was about one day’s wages. We could think of these two 



men as “the 500 sinner” and “the 50 sinner.” Again, the point is that the amounts owed were 
large and could not be repaid on their own. Here is a key to this parable. The focus is not on the 
amount of sin in the heart of these two sinners; the focus is on their awareness of the sin in their 
hearts. How much sin does a person have to commit to be a sinner? The fact is that we are 
sinners from our conception. Psalm 51:5 (CSB): “Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; I was 
sinful when my mother conceived me.”  

Simon and the woman were both sinners. Simon was guilty of sins of the soul – self-
righteousness, pride, arrogance, and a judgmental spirit. The woman was guilty of sins of the 
flesh. Listen to 2 Corinthians 7:1: “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” If 
somehow, we had a sin meter, the unnamed woman was a 10 out of 10 on the sin meter. This 
Pharisee with all of his rules and rituals and self-righteousness was a 10 out of 10 on the sin 
meter. The difference is that the woman knew she was a sinner; Simon was in denial! 

Allow me to give a personal testimony to illustrate this point. I came to Christ as a child in 
Vacation Bible School. My sins of the flesh were the horrible deeds of not always being kind to 
my little brother, lying to my mother, and selfishness. I know that I really was saved as a child. I 
have never had long term doubts (short bouts with doubt, but not long term). When I examine 
my life by the tests of 1 John (1 John 5:13: “These things I have written to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life”), I pass the test. There 
was a time, however, in my life that I would hear the “dramatic testimonies” of people – drugs, 
alcohol, sexual promiscuity – and then salvation and the drastic moral difference. In some ways, 
I was a little envious. I really felt like the “exciting testimony” people loved the Lord more 
because they sinned more. That is not what this passage or any passage in the Bible is teaching! 
There are no degrees of lostness! I was just as lost as the drug addict who spent prison time, the 
sex addict, the hit-man for organized crime that got saved. It took the same amount of Christ’s 
blood and God’s grace and mercy to save me as it did the drunk, the drug addict, the prostitute 
and the murderer.  

I want to repeat an illustration we use in the discipleship and evangelism classes. In the Gospels, 
we see Jesus raising three people from the dead.  

First, there was a little girl whose name we don’t know. She was the daughter of a man named 
Jairus. Luke 8:41-42a: “And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the 
synagogue; and he fell at Jesus’ feet, and began to implore Him to come to his house; for he had 
an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying.” Jesus went with this man to his 
house, but on the way, they got some bad news. Luke 8:49: “While He was still speaking, 
someone came from the house of the synagogue official, saying, ‘Your daughter has died; do not 
trouble the Teacher anymore.’” When they got to Jairus’ house, the little girl had been dead a 
short time – only a few hours. Here is what happened. Luke 8:54-55: “He, however, took her by 
the hand and called, saying, ‘Child, arise!’ And her spirit returned, and she got up immediately; 
and He gave orders for something to be given her to eat.”  

Let’s look at a second resurrection, one that Ben covered in a message a few weeks ago. Luke 
7:11-15:  

Soon afterwards He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were going along 
with Him, accompanied by a large crowd. Now as He approached the gate of the 
city, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, 
He felt compassion for her, and said to her, “Do not weep.” And He came up and 
touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, “Young man, I 



say to you, arise!” The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave him 
back to his mother.  

From burial customs of the Jews in the first century, we know that since there was no 
embalming that people were generally buried within twenty-four hours of their death.  

The third resurrection is the one that is best known. It was the resurrection of Jesus’ friend 
named Lazarus. Lazarus was very sick and his two sisters sent for Jesus. Jesus took quite a long 
time to get there. John 11:17: “So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the 
tomb four days.” Here is what happened. John 11:39-44:  

Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to Him, 
“Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?” So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, “Father, I 
thank You that You have heard Me. I knew that You always hear Me; but because 
of the people standing around I said it, so that they may believe that You sent 
Me.” When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come forth.” The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with 
wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”  

Notice something important. In one resurrection, the dead person was a little girl who had only 
been dead a few hours at most. The second resurrection was a man who had been dead about a 
day. The third resurrection was a man who had been dead four days and the body had already 
begun to decompose. In which of the resurrections was the person resurrected most dead? There 
are no degrees of being dead! There are degrees of corruption, but dead is dead! It took just as 
much of the power of God to raise Jairus’ daughter as it did Lazarus. 

Let’s get back to the text. The parable Jesus shared with Simon, the self-righteous Pharisee, was 
to illustrate the point that those who have the greatest awareness of their sinfulness, their 
unworthiness, their total inability to save themselves or to even assist in their salvation are the 
ones who love Jesus with an extravagant love. The two men in the parable (the “500 sinner” and 
the “50 sinner”) were equally unable to pay the debt they owed, but the “500 sinner” was more 
aware of his total inability and therefore more thankful and more loving of the one who forgave 
his debt.  

Here is the bottom line: your love for the Lord is deeply affected by how you see yourself before 
Christ saved you. If you see the truth that you were spiritually dead (there are no degrees of 
being dead) and totally without hope of any deliverance when God took the initiative to open 
your blinded eyes to see your spiritually dead condition, granted you repentance, and drew you 
to Jesus to trust in His payment on your behalf, your heart will overflow with love for the Savior 
whether you were saved as a child or whether on death row.  

Here is a great summary of this passage. “…the penetrating point is that they were both sinners. 
One had 10 times the volume of outward sin, but they were both guilty inside. The ‘high-class’ 
moralist had the same problem as the ‘low class’ prostitute. Simon apparently did not have the 
slightest understanding of this and is thus a good representative of thousands of religious 
sinners who have lived and died in the succeeding years.” [Kent Hughes, page 279] 

 



III.  The Forgiving Savior (vv. 44-50) 

In verse 44 Jesus shows Simon that he had no love for Him – not even in the common courtesies 
of washing His feet and putting oil on Him. This woman who Simon looked down on had washed 
His feet with her tears and anointed Him with oil. Simon’s lack of love for Christ evidenced that 
He didn’t really know or receive Christ. Her acts of love evidenced her salvation. The perfect 
tense of “forgiven” in verse 47 indicates that the woman had already been forgiven when she 
came to Simon’s house. This was her opportunity to show her thankfulness and love toward her 
Savior who had so graciously forgiven her. There was no love by Simon and thus no salvation. 
When this dinner party was over, Simon was lost and blinded in his self-righteousness. The 
former prostitute went away filled with love for Jesus which evidenced her salvation and with 
the peace of God in knowing that her sins which were many are forgiven. She was clean before 
God because of her faith in Jesus.  

 

Conclusion 

Dr. J. C. Ryle says it well: 

More ‘doing’ for Christ is the universal demand of all the churches… All desire to 
see among Christians, more good works, more self-denial, more practical 
obedience to Christ’s commands. But what will produce these things? Nothing, 
nothing but love. There will never be more done for Christ till there is more 
hearty love to Christ Himself. The fear of punishment, the desire of reward, the 
sense of duty, are all useful arguments, in their way, to persuade men to holiness. 
But they are all weak and powerless, until a man loves Christ…. The heart must 
be engaged for Christ, or the hands will soon hang down. The affections must be 
enlisted into His service, or our obedience will soon stand still. It will always be 
the loving workman who will do the most in the Lord’s vineyard.   
[Dr. J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels – Luke, pages 236-237]   

 


