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(During the preaching of this sermon, I looked at Matthew 9 as a different account from Luke 5 / Mark 2.  I hadn't 

looked it up as I was writing the message during the morning.  Upon looking it up and reading it, it is obviously the 

same account with one referring to Matthew as Matthew and another as Levi.  There is a feast with Matthew/Levi, 

another with Zacchaeus in Luke 19 and another in Luke 15 with a Pharisee.  Each account has the sinners coming to 

listen and follow with Jesus teaching, not Jesus just “hanging out” with the lost.) 

 

Today we are continuing to look at Christ's prayer in the upper room.  He has prayed for them, that the Father would 

keep them.  He prayed this in their presence so that they could have His joy in them, filling them.  Joy in the midst 

of trials, suffering, and fear.  Knowing that the Father and the Son are working together to keep them is a security 

we can rest on.  On my own, I would fall, but if the Father and Son are keeping me, I will be kept.  It should change 

despair to an eternal, living hope and joy.  We have fellowship and oneness with each other and God.  Now He 

continues in prayer, showing us what and how He is keeping us.  This is tremendously important today.  It is 

another part of our foundation in understanding our place and responsibilities.  He prays, but He also points us to the 

means that He is going to use, the words / Word of God.  His Word is going to do a work in us.  It will also have 

results in us and in the world.  It is being missed in much of the church today.  Let's take a look what our keeping 

involves. 

 John 17:14-15  
14

 "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the 

world, just as I am not of the world.  
15

 "I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that 

You should keep them from the evil one. 

◦ Vs. 15a… What Keeping is not…  1.) isolation and removal from the world 2.) Love of the World 

▪ Matthew 28:18-20  
18

 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me 

in heaven and on earth. 
19

 Go therefore
 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20

 teaching them to observe all things that I 

have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.  Amen.” 

 Go – baptize, teach, go to people, emphasis is on teaching.   

 Love you neighbor…emphasis is on rescue, helping those in need...  giving… doing so that we 

can witness. 

◦ Hanging out with the lost… emphasis is on spending time… comfortable and misses the 

emphasis. 

▪ Christ did not “hang out” with the lost, He taught the lost, declared God's love for sinners. 

He confronted Sin, both in the Temple and in the tax gathers, offering salvation to sinners. 

 Mark 2:15-17  
15

 Now it happened, as He was dining in Levi's  house, that many tax 

collectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and His disciples; for there were 

many, and they followed Him. 
16

 And when the scribes and
 
Pharisees saw Him eating 

with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, "How is it that He eats 

and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?" 
17

 When Jesus heard it, He said to them, 

"Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."  (Luke tells that Christ had 

called Levi, follow me, he had left all and followed.) 

 Samaritan woman. John 4 – whole town.  Salvation message from the first answer to 

the Samaritan woman on. 

 Luke 15:1-7 
NKJ  1

Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear 

Him. 
2
 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives sinners 

and eats with them." 
3
 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 

4
 "What man of you, 

having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 
5
 "And when he has 

found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 
6
 "And when he comes home, he calls 



together his friends and neighbors, saying to them,`Rejoice with me, for I have found 

my sheep which was lost!' 
7
 "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no 

repentance. Coins…  Prodigal…   

◦ Redeeming the culture… 

▪ Culture is the sum of our beliefs and creeds (Augustine) 2. Religion externalized. (Henry 

Van Til) 

▪ As Christians we don't avoid culture or redeem culture, we create culture. New Creations 

◦ 15
 "I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil 

one. 

▪ Keeping us is separating us / protecting us from Satan and His ways, His philosophies (did God say),   

 Vs. 14  
14

 "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of 

the world, just as I am not of the world. 

◦ We saw that receiving the word of God was a sign of true belief.  It is the evidence that we 

believe, we look to His word. 

▪ John 17:6 
6
 "I have manifested (shown clearly = in example and teaching with words) 

Your name (sum of His character and attributes) to the men whom You have given me out 

of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to me, and they have kept Your word. 

▪ John 17:8  
8
 "For I have given to them the words which You have given me; and they 

have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have 

believed that You sent me. 

◦ Now we see that it separates us from the world.  It gave us a new birth, a new citizenship, a 

new Master and Lord.   

▪ 1 John 2:15-17 
15

 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16

 For all that is in the world-- the lust of the 

flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-- is not of the Father but is of the world. 
17

 

And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides 

forever. (Pride, power (flesh), and possessions (eyes)) 

▪ Luke 26-37 Love your neighbor – who is my neighbor = good Samaritan. 

▪ We are to love people, but not the world’s system, way, philosphy… 

 Vs. 16-17  
16

 "They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
17

 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your 

word is truth.” 

◦ In our new relationship, He has a prayer for us to God. 

◦ 1
st
 Kept by God, now sanctified!  Set apart… by truth.   

▪ Truth forces decisions.  You can't know truth without choosing a path, To reject or to accept.  It 

polarizes. 

 We live in a day where the world wants truth to be personal.  Your truth … good for you…  Your 

vision of truth….  How you see it… 

 Yet Christ prays sanctify them by “YOUR TRUTH”.  There is an ultimate final truth.   

 Your word is Truth.  Where it is.  It is in the word of God.  

▪ The Battle for truth. (Spiritual Warfare)  

 2 Co. 10:4-6  
4
 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 

strongholds, 
5
 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 

knowledge of God, bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ, 
6
 and being 

ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled. 

◦ 1
st
 Right understanding. 

▪ Ephesians 1:17-18  
17

 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 
18

 the eyes of your 



understanding
 
being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what 

are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

▪ Ephesians 4:17-19  
17

 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no 

longer walk as the rest of the
 
Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 

18
 having their 

understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance 

that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 
19

 who, being past feeling, have 

given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 

▪ Colossians 1:9-10  
9
 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to 

pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 

wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10

 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

◦ 2
nd

 Obedience – Paul's letters doctrine followed by a therefore with lifestyle. 

 

When we hear God's Word, it has a purpose.  To teach us and set us apart so that we can walk correctly.  As you 

listen are you listening to find what God wants you to do today?  Please listen to understand and obey. 
 

 


