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Would you believe me if I were to tell you that there is a way to prove the 

God of the Bible… with one single word…?  … This one word settles the 

argument for God’s existence … because He is the only explanation for it.   

You might think that the word is “creation.”  … Certainly the heavens and 

earth and all that is in them cry out that there is a God Who masterfully 

designed it all… but that is not good enough for the evolutionists… who will 

still deny Him.  

“Consciousness” might be another word someone might suggest.  Every 

society ever known has had an inner sense of “right” and “wrong.”  No one 

had to teach them that murder is wrong, for example… or stealing.  Every 

known culture has had their own inner code of human conscious… put 

there by Someone… and it sure might be God. … … Well… the social 

scientists are not willing to accept that we are all born with an inner 

conscious… that is not somehow taught or learned.    

No… the one word that I think proves the existence of the God of the Bible 

is “Israel.”  No one can dispute that Israelites have existed on earth… going 

way back into ancient history. … But what about all the other ancient 

people that go back as far…?  Israel has been defeated… conquered… 

enslaved… and taken away from their homeland… several times.  Every 

other group to whom this has happened ceased to exist.  They stopped 

being an ethnic race… once they were swallowed up by a dominant nation.  

But not Israel.   Where are the Hittites… the Phoenicians… the Moabites… 

the Meads… for example…?  The Persians blended into a new culture and 

are now part of Iran and Iraq.  What happened to Israel’s primary Old 

Testament foe… the Philistines…?  Once Babylon conquered a people 

group – they ceased to exist.  But not Israel.   
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Now… Egypt still exists… and they go back to the same time as ancient 

Israel.  But Egypt was never carried away from their homeland by a 

conquering nation.  They were defeated however by Islamic forces in the 

600’s… and they took on a new religion… a new identity… and a new 

culture.  … But Israel still has their Hebrew culture and religion and same 

identity.   

God has protected and preserved them. … They exist today – unlike any 

other people – who have endured thousands of years and faced numerous 

attempts to either wipe them off the face of the earth… or assimilate them 

by blending them unrecognizably into other cultures.  

God’s protective hand has always been on Israel – even though they have 

rejected their long-awaited Messiah. 

Earlier this year Newsweek magazine published an interesting article. 

Rabbi Jacob Neusner wrote about how he would respond to Jesus had he 

met him personally 2,000 years ago: 

I can see myself not only meeting and arguing with Jesus, 
challenging him on the basis of our shared Torah, the Scriptures 
Christians would later adopt as the "Old Testament." I can also 
imagine myself saying, "Friend, you go your way, I'll go mine, I wish 
you well—without me. Yours is not the Torah of Moses, and all I have 
from God, and all I ever need from God, is that one Torah of Moses."  

We would meet, we would argue, we would part friends—but we 
would part. He would have gone his way, to Jerusalem and the place 
he believed God had prepared for him; I would have gone my way, 
home to my wife and my children, my dog and my garden. He would 
have gone his way to glory, I my way to my duties and my 
responsibilities…. 

Only the Torah is the word of God. I think Christianity, beginning with 
Jesus, took a wrong turn in abandoning the Torah. By the truth of the 
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Torah, much that Jesus said is wrong. By the criterion of the Torah, 
Israel's religion in the time of Jesus was authentic and faithful, not 
requiring reform or renewal, demanding only faith and loyalty to God 
and the sanctification of life through carrying out God's will. Jesus 
and his disciples took one path, and we another. I do not believe God 
would want it any other way.  

  

How very sad that Israel has rejected and continues to reject their Messiah 

– Jesus!  … One thing that cheers me… however… is that they will not 

always reject Him.  … As we study this book of Revelation… we will find 

that one of the reasons for the Tribulation is that God will use it to bring 

Israel – as a nation – back to Himself… and to recognize Jesus is the 

Messiah.   

This morning… we will see in chapter seven… that there will be Jewish 

revivals and a world-wide revival that will be led by Jewish believers from 

every tribe of Israel – DURING the tribulation. 

I believe that there will be a greater company saved in that period… than in 

any other seven-year period in the history of the world. … Revelation 

chapter 7… is going to tell us how that will take place.  

We are about to see that the Holy Spirit is in the world after the church is 

removed… just as He was in the world… before Pentecost. … In reading 

the Old Testament… you will find the Spirit of God working in the hearts 

and lives of men and women. … Many multitudes were brought to God… 

but He was not restraining evil in the world… and He was not baptizing 

believers into the body of the church… in the Old Testament. … That is 

what He is doing today… but that ministry will cease. … However… He will 

still be in the business of getting men and women to Christ.  He will have to 
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have an unusual… special program during this period… and John is now 

going to tell us what that program is going to be. 

As we study this great chapter of Revelation… let me tell you what I hope 

each and every one of us will take away from it.  We are about to see an 

incredible display of the awesome power of God… and we will see it in the 

context of it being greater… than all of the unleashed power of Hell.  … 

Which one of us does not need a shot in the arm of that…?    

We need to understand the power of God and what it means for our lives. 

We need to understand that we are free to live… free to love… free to die 

for the gospel because the power of God is greater than death itself. The 

power of God is greater than all the power of Hell… and we need to know 

this and live on it. 

We need earnestness to proclaim the gospel… willingness to suffer 

persecution… and ability to resist temptation as we are fueled by the power 

of God.  

Here is the main point of today’s passage:  God is able to seal His servants 

and protect them from all danger… sending them out to win souls for Him… 

who join in praising God.  Revelation chapter seven easily divides into two 

sections:  

 7:1-8  The Jewish Evangelists God Will Use 

 7:9-17  The World-Wide Revival and the Praise It Will Bring  
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We will begin by reading the first three verses of this section about the 

evangelists… But first let me explain what Chapter seven does… and how 

it fits into what we have already seen.   

We have now seen six of the seven seals opened… but before the seventh 

seal is opened… God… as it were… declares an intermission. … We are 

ready for it after the judgments of Chapter 6… are we not? … It is hard to 

listen to those terrible scenes. … But in a beautiful interlude here in 

Chapter 7… which is in the nature of a flashback… God shows us 

something else that takes place during this period of time. 

Sometimes a movie will flashback to the central character's childhood and 

depict an event that has significance for the film story. Apocalyptic 

Literature (which Revelation is)… does this… and we see it here. … We 

are taken back to the beginning of the judgments of this last seven-year 

period to see another aspect of God's working during this time. What we 

will see is the selection of a special group of Jews who we might call 

"Christ's Commandos" … because they operate in an uncommon way 

during those days. 

Revelation 7:1-3 

What is this seal and how is it applied? God has always had a mark for his 

own. In Abraham's day it was circumcision. In Moses' day of Egyptian 

plagues it was blood over the door. It identified and protected them.  In 

Rahab's day it was the scarlet thread. It identified and it protected her. In 

Ezekiel, chapter nine, a man clothed in linen carrying an inkwell marked the 

forehead of those who cried out against the wickedness of the time. In our 

day we are sealed with God's Holy Spirit of promise. Ephesians 1:13 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+1%3A13
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speaks of a sealing of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 4:30 speaks of the Spirit 

whereby we are sealed. 2 Cor. 1:22 and John 6:47 stresses the same truth.   

In ancient times slaves would have been marked as a sign of being owned 

by a particular household. This is the idea here. These people are 'owned' 

by God and so given His seal as His servants or 'slaves'.  This seal will 

protect these chosen Jews from the judgments that will hurt the earth and 

the sea…  

There are important lessons for us here: God is sovereign over the harmful 

forces in the world. The divine passive is a way to state that God has 

ultimate control over something while at the same time distancing God from 

it. This teaches us that the harmful things that happen do not surprise God. 

Satan has not tricked God. The world is not spinning out of God's control. 

God is in absolute control of everything that happens. Some things happen 

because he has given ability to an agent he has appointed to accomplish 

his purpose. God's purposes will be accomplished, even if humans and 

demons act wickedly. 

In addition to the fact that God is sovereign over everything, even harmful 

things, we see in this passage that God actively protects his people. God 

keeps his own. Not one of them will be lost. The sealing in view here 

probably does not guarantee that the servants of God who are sealed will 

have no pain, but 9:4 indicates that those who are sealed are spared the 

pains of judgment. The sealing in view ensures the preservation of the 

servants of God in the faith. God seals them in the sense that he keeps 

convincing them that he is trustworthy. He keeps compelling them to trust 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Eph+4%3A30
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+1%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+6%3A47
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+9%3A4
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him. He makes sure that they will always have compelling evidence to 

believe what he has said. 

There is comfort here for us, isn't there? You can be confident that no 

matter how bad it gets, you will not suffer the smallest bit more than God 

allows you to suffer. God will not allow the suffering to go farther than you 

can bear. You can also be confident that if God is in control, the suffering is 

not meaningless. In addition, you can be confident that God will never let 

you go. If you trust in Jesus, God has sealed you. Unbelief will not swamp 

your ship. 

These who are sealed in Revelation chapter seven… are written about in 

the Old Testament.  Joel reveals something amazing about them… They 

will get the same seal that you and I have… as believers – the Holy Spirit. 

Joel 2:28-32 (ESV)  
28   “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit 
on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old 
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 
29  Even on the male and female servants in those days I will pour out 
my Spirit. 30  “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the 
earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31  The sun shall be 
turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and 
awesome day of the LORD comes. 32  And it shall come to pass that 
everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the 
LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the 
LORD calls.  

 

In Acts chapter 2… when Peter preached to the crowds after Pentecost… 

he quotes this passage of Joel… but he was not saying that Pentecost is 
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the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy.  If that is what he did mean… his Jewish 

audience would have asked… then where are the signs in the heavens…?    

You see… there is no record of such signs in the heavens as the sun being 

darkened at Pentecost and the moon turning blood red – and the other 

things that Joel wrote about.  … But they do happen during the tribulation.  

Joel prophesies about the Tribulation.  He is writing about what we are 

studying this morning in Revelation chapter seven.  Jewish sons and 

daughters will be made into powerful evangelists.  (Remember Joel was 

talking to Jews when he said “your sons and daughters”)… 

So why did Peter quote Joel to describe what was happening at 

Pentecost…?  Peter said… “This is that Spirit and the effect on people 

which Joel spoke of… THIS is the same Spirit and effect that will come 

upon the sons and daughters of Israel.    

Jewish sons and daughters will have the Holy Spirit of Pentecost fall on 

them… they will start prophesying and evangelizing… just like what 

happened at Pentecost… but this future event will be accompanied with the 

unique wonders in the heavens that are described as existing in the 

Tribulation.  During the tribulation there will be sort-of a second 

Pentecost… and just like the first… great revival will result. 

Look how Jesus spoke of it in His Mt Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24… 

Matthew 24:14 (ESV)  
And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

We will see these results in the second part of this morning’s chapter of 

study. … But for now… let’s take a closer look at the evangelists… 
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Revelation 7:4-8 

I have deliberately read the names of each of the tribes because I want to 

emphasize what the text emphasizes: It is Israel and only Israel that is in 

view! This week as I turned to my normal cadre of books and 

commentaries that I use when studying for a message… I was appalled to 

see that the majority of them (not all – but the majority of those who I 

deeply respect)… labored with diligent effort to prove that these people 

were the church (not Jews). … But when God says Israel - He means 

Israel; He does not mean the church. He is talking about Jews. Teachers 

who twist Scripture like that man did can convince others that black is 

white, sugar is sour, and Adolph Hitler was one of the great saints of all 

time! I have never noticed before… this much twisting of Scripture… to fit a 

pre-conceived theology… which proclaims “God is finished with Israel; all 

the promises that He made to Israel are transferred over to us – the church.  

But John goes out of his way here in Revelation 7… to show that common 

theology is wrong.  There is a reason he names all these tribes… when he 

could have simply said 144,000 members of the church. About these 

144,000 M. R. DeHaan writes: 

Many are the human interpretations of the 144,000. There are first of 
all those who make themselves Israel. They say that God will deal no 
more with literal Israel and they maintain that the church now is 
spiritual Israel. Consequently they claim for themselves the 
Abrahamic covenant and declare that Jerusalem is the church and 
that all the prophecies to the land of Palestine must be spiritually 
interpreted as applying to the church. This spiritualizing of Scripture, I 
repeat is one of the most serious evils which has beset the church. 
Begin with this rule in your interpretation of Scripture: God means 
what He says, and although we find types, symbols and figures of 



10 
 

speech in the Bible, as we do in every other book, it is written that 
simple folk like you and me may understand it if we read and believe 
it as it is written and do not twist the meaning to fit our personal 
preconceived ideas.  

When God deals with Israel, I have always noticed that He deals with 
dates and He deals with numbers. When He is dealing with the 
church, He does not deal with either dates or numbers. Paul never 
turned in a report to anybody as to how many were saved. Even 
when we get to the great company of Gentiles who are saved in the 
Great Tribulation period, the number is not given. When God deals 
with Israel, however, He deals with numbers and He deals with dates.  

It is important to note the difference in the listing of the twelve tribes in 

these verses and in Genesis 35:23-26. … In Genesis the twelve sons of 

Jacob (Israel) are listed. In Revelation, however, the name Manasseh is 

included in the list.  

 

Who is Manasseh and why is he included in this listing? … Manasseh, 

along with Ephraim, was a son of Joseph and he was born in Egypt. … 

After the reunion of the family in Egypt, we find Jacob regarding these two 

sons of Joseph as his own (Genesis 48:1-5). … In Genesis 48:6 Jacob is 

telling Joseph that his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, shall be included 

right along with Joseph's brothers, when it comes time for their inheritance.  

The omission of the name of Ephraim in this list in Revelation could be 

because of his involvement in idolatry.  

 

In addition to including the name of Manasseh in this list in Revelation we 

find the exclusion of the tribe of Dan. … Dan, like Ephraim, was deeply 

involved in idolatry. … Dan is referred to in Genesis 49:17 as a "serpent." 

He definitely is not spoken well of in Scripture… and when given a portion 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+35%3A23-26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+48%3A1-5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+48%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+49%3A17
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of land he chose it in the extreme north… farther from the temple than any 

other tribe.  

 

But whatever the reason is for omitting the two names of Ephraim and Dan, 

keep in mind that this list is not for the inheritance of land, but for ministry, 

the evangelizing of the world. God has the desire to employ these servants 

to perform a special task. They will function as "144,000 "Billy Grahams". 

 

It is kind-of fun to think about the potential of using 144,000 Jewish Billy 

Grahams.  They will already know their Old Testament.  It will only be a 

matter of showing them how Christ is all through it… as Jesus did with the 

disciples on the Road to Emmaus… returning home… after Christ rose 

from the dead. 

Another fun thing to think about their potential… is that Jews are already 

scattered all over the world.  People from all these twelve tribes are among 

the nations… speaking the language… participating in their culture.  … 

They probably won’t be like our modern day missionaries… who first need 

three or four years of Bible college or seminary… and then another two 

years to learn the language of a new country.  They are already in place… 

speaking the language… only needing a Road-to-Emmaus education. 

Now lets look at their evangelistic results that is written in the second 

section of Revelation chapter seven… 

Revelation 7:9-17 

Isn’t it interesting that 144,000 Jews are presented in the first half of the 

chapter… then add our understanding from Joel’s prophesy… add also 

Christ’s words of what will happen “and then the end will come”… and 
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suddenly John sees a great host of people who will be saved during the 

tribulation. … What’s the connection…?  This great host of tribulation saints 

can only be the result of the 144,000 Jews who were sealed in the same 

manner as Pentecost.  … Why else are they mentioned together like this… 

side-by-side…? … Millions will be saved… but they will also be tortured 

and martyred for Christ’s sake. 

I have to ask you… Do you get the impression that the Biblical concept of 

heroes… differs tremendously from our own culture’s concept…? 

Our society is full of celebrities and heroes.  Even our own Evangelical 

Christian culture trots out a parade of its celebrities.  But here in the end 

times… we find that the heroes will not even be powerful warriors who 

speak great sermons… tear down walls of atheism… and dramatically slay 

the wicked.  The honored ones (who are given special white robes – of 

distinct honor) will be martyrs… who die for proclaiming God’s message… 

and still end up holding palm branches and praising Jesus in victory. 

The final scene of Revelation chapter seven ought to redefine for us the 

nature of triumph.  Christ reveals His power more clearly through the 

broken… but faithful… than the powerful.  These are the ones who He 

honors in our passage – not the 144,000 Billy Grahams. 

You may be here this morning as one who has been broken… beaten 

down… and certainly not like a current day celebrity –among the Christian 

culture today.  … But are you more in line with this Biblical concept of a 

hero… Are you faithful to the end…? 
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God will give the same seal of protection to the 144,000 that He has 

already given to you and I… as believers.  This seal protects and it enables 

us.  Be faithful all the way to the end!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


