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Introduction 

1. James exhorts us to utilize the implanted Word in our struggles with trials of various kinds. 

This requires our being “doers” and not “forgetful hearers.” 

2. In order to fully understand what it is to be a doer of the Word, we defined and explain two 

things that James raised: Law liberty and religion.  

a. Law liberty is New Covenant grace-enabled obedience in following Christ. It is not to be 

confused with mere rule-keeping, which is self-driven effort to earn righteousness. 

b. Religion is the formal (ceremonial and ritual) and disciplined (daily) outworking of one’s 

faith. 

1) Everyone is hardwired for the worship of something or someone. 

2) Religion is the means used to engage in worship. 

3) Formal religion often masks the true condition of the heart because it allows one to 

appear religious who does not actually live out his faith in daily life. 

4) Thus, James exhorts us to be doers of the Word—living out one’s faith—not simply 

hearers only.  

3. Today we want to understand what James means by urging us to act on the implanted Word.  

a. First, we will look at the natural tendency we have toward the Word—forgetful hearing 

(vv. 22-24). 

b. Then, we will examine the spiritual qualities necessary to be a doer of the Word—

meekness, focus, and perseverance (v. 25). 

c. Finally, we will see the practical result of actively living out one’s faith—righteousness 

and holiness (vv. 26, 27). 

4. Before we begin, we need to be reminded of where we are in James’s progress of developing 

his argument.   

a. His main argument: “Count it all-joy when you fall into trials of various sorts” (v. 2). 

b. We can count it all-joy only as we know what God is doing—creating the perfect man, 

complete and lacking nothing—the Christ-like man (v. 4). 

1) We need wisdom to know (experiential knowing), which wisdom is promised for those 

who ask in faith, not reluctant to follow God’s ways (doubting). 

2) Such a seeker is not double-minded—divided in his loyalty between God’s will and the 

world. 

3) Wisdom enables the spiritually poor to rejoice in their gospel exaltation. 

4) Wisdom enables us to remain faithful (steadfast) under trial. 

5) Wisdom enables us not to question or to pull away in our trials or to be angry and bitter 

with our lot. 



6) We recognize that the temptation to sin in trial stems from our own sinful desires. 

7) God is good, gifting us with perfect gifts and never changing in His disposition toward 

those whom He loves. 

8) His good gifting birthed us to new life through His willing Word-wrought faith in us. 

9) Being firstfruits of His creatures, we are careful to listen and to respond without anger. 

10) Instead, we are to utilize the implanted Word in order that it may save our souls 

through our acting on (doing) what the Word teaches us. 

c. James warns, “Do not be deceived.” 

1) Verse 16 has the word planao— “do not err” (AV)—a passive verb: to be lead astray. 

2) Verse 22 has the word paralogizomai— “deceiving your own selves” (AV)—a reflexive 

verb: to draw a conclusion by reasoning—here, to draw the wrong conclusion. 

3) Verse 26 has the word apate—“deceiveth his own heart” (AV)—an active participle: 

deceiving or fooling oneself. 

So, “Do not be deceived.” 

I. Hearers and Doers 

1. What does it mean to be a doer?  

a. The word comes from the same root as “His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works” (Eph. 2:10). 

b. It designates one who obeys and fulfills what is expected of him in a creative or purposeful 

sense. 

c. The command here is that we become and keep on becoming that doer. 

d. This is contrasted with one who listens but receives no benefit from what is taught, being 

led astray by his own thinking (Col. 2:4). 

2. The “hearer” is pictured as a man, a male, who looks into the mirror and sees his face (lit. 

the face of his birth), noting something that requires attention. He does nothing about it but 

goes away and immediately forgets what he saw. 

a. The “mirror” is the Word of truth, the divine means for identifying areas that need 

attention. 

b. The one who looks may recognize the need for change but has no desire to follow through, 

almost immediately forgetting his condition. 

3. The “doer,” however, is desperate for change. 

a. He does not merely glance as the hearer but earnestly stoops to look with deep and 

penetrating gaze into the Word (1 Pet. 1:12). 

b. His look is an intense, vivid, and efficacious heart searching that demands inward Spirit-

wrought change and will settle for nothing less. 



c. Where he looks is as important as the gaze itself. The perfect Law of liberty alone has the 

power to change the doer and transform him into the image of Christ (2 Cor. 3:18; Psalm 

119:97). 

II. The Character of the Doer 

There are three character qualities of the doer that are necessary to spiritual transformation: 

1. The first quality is found in v. 21 where we are charged to receive the Word with meekness. 

a. The Word has the power in itself to show us what we really need if we are willing to own 

and to act on what we see.  

b. One who is meek (broken and emptied of self) is of such character. He owns his need and 

yearns to fix what he sees of himself; he will not give up until the change is wrought.   

2. The second quality is focus (v. 23). 

a. Anger and bitterness (wrong response to trials) are sins that bind us. 

b. The doer focuses (looks intently) at his heart as mirrored in the Law of liberty and finds 

the power of Christ to sever those bonds and bring gospel freedom to his life. 

c. The Law, as inscribed on our inward parts by the Spirit in the grace of sonship, is God’s 

means to transform us into Christlikeness and free us from bondage to sin and self (John 

8:32, 33).  

3. The third principle of the doer is to hold still and stay under the knife (“perseveres”). 

a. The term means “to remain beside.”  

b. We do not like to see our flaws and admit that we need correction; so our natural response 

to God’s mirror is to turn away and flee (being the hearer). 

c. Grace, however, enables us to own the problem, submit to His correction (very painful), 

and to hold still while under the knife. 

III. The Blessing of the Deed 

1. When the believer humbles himself under God’s correction (which is the saving of his soul), 

he ceases being a mere forgetful hearer but becomes a doer who acts or, better, a doer of 

works. 

a. The mark of the doer is that he is blessed (identified has having God’s favor; happy) in his 

doing. 

b. At this point, James warns, “If anyone thinks he is religious” (seems to be a blessed doer), 

“but does not control his tongue” (the measure of his true heart condition), “his religion is 

worthless” (v. 26). 

2. The one blessed in his doing (pure and undefiled religion), demonstrates his doing in two 

ways: 

a. He selflessly regards the condition of the “poor”—focusing on the needs of others because 

he is free to be generous in his loving and giving. 

b. He guards himself against the pollutions of the world by not seeking security and 

advancement from the world because he does not love the world. 



In closing— 

I used to have boils. They are very painful and ugly. The cure was never very pleasant. The 

doctor would swab the area with antiseptic; then he would take his scalpel and, without any 

pain deadening, lance the boil. The pain was awful, and the wound would ooze with blood 

and puss (not a pretty scene). But almost immediately relief would come, and very soon 

only a scar would remain. 

James describes this very process.  

 If we would be healthy and happy Christians, we must learn to find the boils of sin in our 

lives, submit them to the knife of the Spirit, and abide (hold still) under the painful 

lancing (the trial). 

 If we properly utilize the implanted Word— 

 We save our souls 

 We find favor before God (“blessed in his deed”) 

 We do the work of God’s kingdom for eternal reward. 

 


