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Review: 
I.       What the Bible Claims about Itself 
II.      The History of the Bible 
III.     The Bible’s Accuracy Compared to Archeology  
IV.      The Bible’s Scientific Accuracy 
V.       The Bible’s Prophesies 
 
 
The Roman Catholic view of authority is summarized in this quote from the Council of Trent (1545-1563). “Following then the 
example of the orthodox fathers, it [the church] receives and venerates with the same sense of loyalty and reverence all the 
books of the Old and New Testaments…together with all the traditions concerning faith and morals, as coming from the mouth 
of Christ or being inspired by the Holy Spirit and being preserved in continuous succession in the Catholic Church” 
 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
                   �John Rippon’s Selection of Hymns, 1787 
 
 
VI.      The Bible’s Unity 
 
 
 
 
VII.     The Bible’s Preservation  
 
 
 
 
 
VIII.    What Jesus Said About the Bible 
 

Matthew 5:17-19 (NKJV) “17 Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to 
fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the 
law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 
 
John 10:35b (NKJV) “…and the Scripture cannot be broken.” 
 
Mark 12:36 (NKJV) “For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: 'The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make 
Your enemies Your footstool.’” 
 
Matthew 19:4-5 (NKJV) “4 And He answered and said to them, ‘Have you not read that He who made them at the 
beginning 'made them male and female,' 5 and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?’” 
 



Matthew 24:37-39 (NKJV) “37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the 
days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the 
ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.” 
 
Luke 10:16 (HCSB) “Whoever listens to you listens to Me. Whoever rejects you rejects Me. And whoever rejects Me 
rejects the One who sent Me.” 

 
 
 
 
IX.      The Changed Lives of Believers 
 
 

Romans 1:16 (NKJV) “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone 
who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” 
 
Jeremiah 23:29 (NKJV) “‘Is not My word like a fire?’ says the Lord, ‘And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?’” 
 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
 
Hebrews 4:13 (NKJV) “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of 
Him to whom we must give account.” 

 
 
 
 
X.       The Testimony of the Holy Spirit 
 
 

John 7:17 (NKJV) “If anyone wants to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or 
whether I speak on My own authority.” 
 
Romans 10:14 (NKJV) “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 
Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?” 
 
 
 
 
“The Bible must be the invention either of good men or angels, bad men or devils, or of God. Therefore, 1) It could not be 
the invention of good men or angels, for they neither would nor could make a book, and tell lies all the time they were 
writing it, saying, ‘Thus saith the Lord’ when it was their own invention. 2) It could not be the invention of bad men or 
devils, for they would not make a book which commands all duty, forbids all sin, and condemns their souls to hell for all 
eternity. 3) Therefore, I draw this conclusion, that the Bible must be given by divine inspiration.”               �Charles Wesley 
 
 
 
 
“It [the Word of God] is saving for the sinner, sweet for the saint, sufficient for the sufferer, and satisfying for the scholar.” 
                                                                                                                                                                         �Adrian Rogers 
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   One of the battle cries of the 16th century Protestant Reformation was the Latin phrase, “Sola Scriptura” 
which means “Scripture alone”. Those who led the Protestant Reformation believed that the Scriptures 
alone are our authority, our truth standard. The Roman Catholics, both then and now have a dual source of 
authority. The two sources (which have often contradicted one another throughout history) are the Bible 
and tradition. By tradition, I don’t mean tradition like we use it in a Baptist church (e. g. the Pastor always 
wears a tie, the pulpit is always located in the center, the sermon always comes before the worship in 
music time, etc.). In Catholicism, “tradition” refers to official pronouncements of the church leaders –
particularly the popes. The Roman Catholic view was summarized at the Council of Trent (1545-1563), 
“Following then the example of the orthodox fathers, it [the church] receives and venerates with the same 
sense of loyalty and reverence all the books of the Old and New Testaments … together with all the 
traditions concerning faith and morals, as coming from the mouth of Christ or being inspired by the Holy 
Spirit and being preserved in continuous succession in the Catholic Church” [From Areopagus Journal, 
May – June 2004, Page 16]. The Council of Trent declared the infallibility of the Pope and the 
Magisterium (the council of Bishops). What are some of these authoritative traditions? Here are a few: the 
infallibility of the pope, the immaculate conception of Mary (Mary was also born of a virgin), the 
assumption of Mary, purgatory, the treasury of merit and a host of other things not found in the 
Scriptures. We of course stand in the line of the protestant reformers in crying out “Sola Scriptura”. Our 
sole authority is the Scripture. Since the Scriptures are our sole source of authority, since they are the 
foundation on which we stand, it behooves us to be certain that our foundation is firm. An old hymn that 
fits in my top 10 says: 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
                  - John Rippon’s Selection of Hymns, 1787 
   In this message, I want to cover some of the other 5 evidences that the Bible is trustworthy for us to 
stand on as the only authority and the truth standard for our lives. 
 
VI.      The Bible’s Unity 
   Joseph Smith claimed to have received a message from an angel that was written down and called today 
“The Book of Mormon”. The Book of Mormon is untrustworthy for several reasons. One reason is 
because it has inaccurate history. Not a single geographical site recorded in the book has ever been 
discovered and no event recorded in the book has ever been independently confirmed. Secondly, the Book 
of Mormon was written by one man who plagiarized much of his material and whose personal character 
was suspect. In contrast, the Bible is a library of 66 books written over a period of close to 1500 years by 
at least 40 different human authors. These human authors were from a wide variety of backgrounds. For 
example, Moses was a highly educated man trained in the universities of Egypt, Joshua was a military 
general, Amos was a herdsman, Daniel a government official, Solomon was a king, Peter was a 
fisherman, Luke was a Physician, and Matthew was a tax collector. These books were written on three 



different continents (Asia, Africa, and Europe) in three different languages (Hebrew, Greek, and a small 
portion of the Old Testament in Aramaic). Yet, the Bible is unified and contains no real contradictions. 
The Bible has one theme – salvation; the Bible has one hero – the Lord Jesus; the Bible has one villain – 
the devil; the Bible has one purpose – the glory of God! In the Old Testament we have salvation prepared; 
in the Gospels we have salvation provided; in the book of Acts we have salvation proclaimed; in the 
Epistles we have salvation explained; in Revelation we have salvation consummated. There is a 
supernatural unity in the Bible. I love this illustration by Dr. R. A. Torrey. I will paraphrase it. Suppose 
that Knoxville wanted to build a monument to all 50 states in the union. The Mayor asked each state to 
send stones from their state. Florida might send coral stone, Indiana limestone, Georgia granite, etc. All 
would send different kinds of stone in different shapes and colors. Some stones are cut out of the quarry 
in rectangular shape, some are square, some are cylindrical, and others of all different shapes. Then, 
suppose these stones from all the states are sent to Knoxville by barge, railroad, and truck. When the 
workmen here in Knoxville uncrate the rocks, and begin to put them all together they all fit; in spite of 
their diverse sizes and shapes, they all interlock perfectly. There is no shaving or chipping required. When 
they are all fit together the result is a magnificent building. If you were a reasonable logical person you 
would know that couldn’t happen by chance. There had to be a master architect who saw the temple in his 
mind and gave instructions to the quarry workers on how to cut the stones. The only way these 66 books 
could fit together is that they were inspired by God and because they are inspired by God they are 
trustworthy. The unity of the Bible evidences that it is a supernatural book.  
 
VII.     The Bible’s Preservation  
   Another amazing piece of evidence that the Bible is from God is that it has been preserved throughout 
the years in spite of numerous attempts to destroy it. There is no book in history that has had as much 
opposition as the Bible. Emperors have sought to destroy it, they have banned it, burned it, and 
blasphemed it, but the Bible still stands as the most printed and distributed book in history. God is eternal 
and His word is eternal and cannot be destroyed. The Roman Emperor Diocletian mounted the most 
massive attack ever against the Bible. In 303 AD he brought against the Bible all the political and military 
power of Rome. He issued proclamations that every Bible should be burned. That didn’t work so he 
decreed that every person should give up their Bible or be killed. He killed a lot of Christians because he 
found that they would rather die that give up the Bible. When Diocletian thought he had the victory, he 
erected a column that said in Latin, “Extincto Nomine Christianorium”. That is translated, “The name of 
Christian has been extinguished”. Just 25 years later, the new Emperor, Constantine had publicly 
professed Christianity and ordered Bibles to be copied at the government’s expense. In the early days of 
our nation Thomas Paine wrote, “The Age of Reason”. It viciously attacked Christianity. He felt that his 
arguments would destroy the Bible and in a few years it would be out of print. He said, “When I get 
through there will not be five Bibles left in America.” How many of you have a personal copy of Paine’s 
“Age of Reason”? How many of you have at least 1 copy of the Bible in your home? If we took the time 
we could look at the amazing providence of God in how the ancient copies of God’s word were located. It 
becomes obvious that the God who inspired the Bible has supernaturally preserved it. As we move on in 
history, we see how during the dark ages when the Catholic Church tried to keep the Bible out of the 
hands of the common people, God raised up people to put the Bible in the language of the people. I’m 
speaking of men like Wycliffe and Tyndale and Coverdale and Luther. The very perseverance of the Bible 
through the centuries is evidence that it is trustworthy foundation on which we can stand. 
 
VIII.    What Jesus Said About the Bible 
   Because Jesus was and is deity, then what this one who is God in the flesh said about the Bible ought to 
carry a lot of weight. In fact, what He says ought to settle the issue for good. We know that when it comes 
to the Old Testament, Jesus had the same Bible we have today. Sometimes He called it the “Law”. What 
did Jesus say about the Old Testament? Matthew 5:17-19 (NKJV) 17 "Do not think that I came to destroy 
the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven 



and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever 
therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.”  The word “jot” refers to the smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet. The word “tittle” refers to a 
small accent mark. Jesus is saying that every letter, every stroke of the pen that records the Word of God 
is important. Jesus also said, in John 10:35b (NKJV) “and the Scripture cannot be broken”. In Mark 
12:36 (NKJV) “For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: 'The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right 
hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.’” He was affirming that the writings of David in the 
Psalms were inspired by the Holy Spirit. Jesus also believed in the accuracy of Old Testament history. 
Some teach that Adam and Eve were not literal people – only symbolic of mankind. Listen to what Jesus 
said about them in Matthew 19:4-5 (NKJV) “4 And He answered and said to them, ‘Have you not read 
that He who made them at the beginning made them male and female,' 5 and said, 'For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?’” Many 
people discount the historicity of a world wide flood, but Jesus believed it. He said in Matthew 24:37-39 
(NKJV) “37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the 
days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be.”  
   Jesus also endorsed the New Testament by authorizing its writers. Luke 10:16 (HCSB) “Whoever 
listens to you listens to Me. Whoever rejects you rejects Me. And whoever rejects Me rejects the One who 
sent Me.” Every book of the New Testament was written by an Apostle or a close associate of an Apostle. 
In the book of Acts, what we now call the New Testament was called “the apostles teaching” (Acts 2:42). 
   There is no doubt in my mind that Jesus affirmed the Old Testament and affirmed the ones who would 
be used to write the New Testament after His death, resurrection, and ascension. 
 
IX.      The Changed Lives of Believers 
   Suppose you were driving through one of the worst areas of Knoxville at 10:00 PM when you ran over 
something sharp and it penetrated two of your tires and they went flat. As you begin to think about what 
to do next, you see 10 young men come walking out of a building and heading toward your car. Your 
mind begins to race as you see the article in tomorrow’s paper about your murder by a gang in a bad 
neighborhood. Would it make a difference if you knew they were coming from a Bible Study? I think that 
would even make an atheist feel better. Why? Because there is power in the word of God to change lives! 
Romans 1:16 (NKJV) says “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” Jeremiah 23:29 (NKJV) 
“‘Is not My word like a fire?’ says the Lord, ‘And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?’” 
Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” The word of God has power to cut open the deepest recesses of the 
heart and expose us. Look how we stand before God’s word. Hebrews 4:13 (NKJV) says “And there is 
no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must 
give account.” When people are open and surrender to the Holy Spirit to allow him to apply the word to 
their life transformation takes place. In history, I think of Mel Trotter who took money his wife gave him 
to buy medicine for their sick baby and spent it on booze. His little girl died and through the generosity of 
neighbors she was given an outfit to be buried in and Mel Trotter stole the shoes off his little baby girl’s 
body to buy alcohol. But then God’s word began to work on Met Trotter’s life and he got saved, was 
delivered from alcohol and became a powerful preacher in the first half of the 20th century. I think about 
the Christians in this church and how I have watched as God made you a new creation, and through the 
Word you have been amazingly, unexplainably changed. There is power in the Word of God. Really, 
every Christian who is walking with God has a testimony of God’s amazing power manifested through 



His word to change our lives. Personal experience of the change God’s word brings about in our life is 
strong evidence that it is trustworthy. 
 
X.       The Testimony of the Holy Spirit  
   I don’t want what I say in this point to minimize anything I’ve said in the previous 9 points, but this is 
the most important of the 10 evidences for the trustworthiness of the Bible. You see, while we can give 
overwhelming evidence that the Bible is trustworthy and is indeed the very word of God, we cannot give 
absolute proof. Anything that is grounded in history is impossible to “prove” in the same sense as proving 
a chemical formula or a Mathematics equation. We cannot absolutely prove that Julius Caesar or 
Alexander the Great ruled or existed. The evidence is compelling and I know of no one who denies their 
existence, but absolute proof is only possible in certain areas and historical events are not one of those 
areas. While we can (and should) be ready to give evidence to honest skeptics, ultimately it is the Holy 
Spirit who shows the Bible to be trustworthy. If a person is seeking to know truth and we can get them in 
the Word of God, they will know it is trustworthy because the Holy Spirit will testify to them. Jesus said 
in John 7:17 (NKJV) If anyone wants to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is 
from God or whether I speak on My own authority.” Our task is not first of all to defend the Bible, but to 
proclaim it. The Bible says in Romans 10:14 (NKJV) “How then shall they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher?” Let me share a good approach with someone who says “I don’t believe the 
Bible.” Simply ask them what they think the main message of the Bible is. They will almost always give 
an answer that gives away the fact that they have never read it. Their answer will almost never have 
anything about mercy or grace or holiness. Then ask “Are you rejecting something you don’t even know 
what it says?” Ask them if you can give a synopsis of the main message of the Bible and share the gospel. 
Trust the Holy Spirit to testify to the trustworthiness of the Bible as you share its truth with others. 
 

CONCLUSION 
   In the 1700’s Charles Wesley said this about the Bible: “The Bible must be the invention either of good 
men or angels, bad men or devils, or of God. Therefore, 1) It could not be the invention of good men or 
angels, for they neither would nor could make a book, and tell lies all the time they were writing it, 
saying, ‘Thus saith the Lord’ when it was their own invention. 2) It could not be the invention of bad men 
or devils, for they would not make a book which commands all duty, forbids all sin, and condemns their 
souls to hell for all eternity. 3) Therefore, I draw this conclusion that the Bible must be given by divine 
inspiration.” That’s hard to refute.  

   I love the word of God. Someone said, “It is saving for the sinner, sweet for the saint, sufficient for 
the sufferer, and satisfying for the scholar.” [Adrian Rogers, “What Every Christian Ought to Know”, 
Page 23]. I stake my life and my eternity on the fact that you can trust the Bible to be the word of 
God. 
 
 
 
 


