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Chapter 2: Of God and of the Holy Trinity  
 
Part 3: In this divine and infinite Being there are three subsistences, (d) the Father, the Word 
or Son, and Holy Spirit, of one substance, power, and eternity, each having the whole divine 
essence, (e) yet the essence undivided: the Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; 
the Son is (f) eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Spirit (g) proceeding from the Father 
and the Son; all infinite, without beginning, therefore but one God, who is not to be divided in 
nature and being, but distinguished by several peculiar relative properties and personal 
relations; which doctrine of the Trinity is the foundation of all our communion with God, and 
comfortable dependence on him.  
 
(d)  In this divine and infinite Being there are three subsistences, the Father, the 
Word or Son, and Holy Spirit, of one substance, power, and eternity… all infinite, 
without beginning, therefore but one God, who is not to be divided in nature and 
being, but distinguished by several peculiar relative properties and personal 
relations; which doctrine of the Trinity is the foundation of all our communion 
with God, and comfortable dependence on him. 
 

Mark 12:29-30  And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O 
Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:  30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment. 
 

Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:4. The oneness of God is the basis of the love of God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. All three persons of God must be one God or else one would have 
more power, or more dominion, or more glory than the others. If they were not one, we would 
love them differently, but because they are one, we can love them as one with all of our heart, 
soul, mind, and strength. John describes the oneness of God further in the reference scripture. 
 
Reference 1 John 5:7 
 

1 John 5:1-12  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one 
that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.  2  By this we know that 
we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.  3  For this is the 
love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.  4  For 
whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith.  5  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God?  6  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus 
Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, 
because the Spirit is truth.  7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.  8  And there are three that 
bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree 
in one.  9  If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness 
of God which he hath testified of his Son.  10  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son.  11  And this is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  12  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life. 

 
John describes God the Father, Jesus Christ the begotten Son, and the witnessing Spirit of God 
(the Holy Ghost) as three distinct persons (“subsistencies”), yet one God bearing record of the 
victorious work of God in salvation in unity in heaven, just as the Spirit, water, and blood bear 
record of God in salvation in unity on earth. (Continued)  
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(Continued) Their oneness is the basis of our belief and faith. If they were not one, our faith 
would be weakened or non-existent, for how could we believe a Son who doesn’t do what the 
Father commands or be led by a Spirit who guides us into belief other than that which was given 
to us by the Father and the Son? 
 

Psalms 86:10  For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God alone.  
 
What sets God apart from idols is self-subsistency. He does not need anyone or anything else to 
subsist and exist. He is not a creation of man’s imagination, man is a creation of his imagination. 
Therefore, God, in all three persons, is to be worshipped and loved as one God. 
 

1 Corinthians 8:3-6  But if any man love God, the same is known of him.  4  As concerning 
therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is 
nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.  5  For though there be that 
are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)  6  But 
to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. 

 
James reminds us that though this seems to be obvious, it is not to be taken for granted, for the 
belief in the oneness of God is not a saving belief.  
 

James 2:19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, 
and tremble. 

 
Reference Matthew 28:19  
 

Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.  19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20  Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen. 

 
1 Timothy 2:5-6  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus;  6  Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. 

 
Jesus’ and Paul’s statements do nothing to diminish the power of the other persons in the 
trinity. What they do is note the fulfillment of the unified purpose of God: to demonstrate God’s 
power over all things, including sin and death, through the death, burial, resurrection, 
ascension, and mediation of God the Son. Hence all three persons are named when baptism is 
performed because all three persons are contributors to and sustainers of the spiritual life of the 
believer. Baptism, being the first demonstration of faith in action, distinguishes us from the 
devils mentioned by James. We do works as commanded by our one God, not simply 
acknowledge God in our minds and words.  
 

John 16:7-16  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  8  
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  9  
Of sin, because they believe not on me;  10  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye 
see me no more;  11  Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.  12  I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  14  He shall glorify me: for he 
shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  (Continued) 
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(John 16:7-16 Continued) 15  All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that 
he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.  16  A little while, and ye shall not see me: and 
again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father. 

 
The work of the Holy Ghost in reproving, guiding, speaking, hearing, and glorifying does not 
diminish the work of God the Father or God the Son. It is simply God the Spirit, still unified, 
working. It does not change who God was or is or will be. God is fully God in all three persons. 
 

John 17:1-5  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:  2  As thou hast given him power 
over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.  3  And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.  4  
I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.  5  And 
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was. 

 
The work of God the Father in the glorification and empowerment of God the Son does not in 
any way diminish the glory or power of God the Father, nor for that matter God the Holy Ghost. 
The one God, in three persons, is fully glorified and fully empowered without outside input or 
influence at all times. The scripture is written to help man to understand that Jesus Christ was 
preparing to return to the Father in heaven, to be glorified in a manner that no person before 
him had been.  
 
Reference 2 Corinthians 13:14 
 

2 Corinthians 13:11-14  Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.  12  Greet one another with 
an holy kiss.  13  All the saints salute you.  14  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 

 
Though God is one God, we enjoy the benefits of the persons of God in various ways. God 
expresses the personalities of the persons in unity and interdependency upon one another while 
maintaining the fullness of God. This unity leads us to unity. 
 

Ephesians 4:4-6  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling;  5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6  One God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all. 
 

Faith in the unity of the persons of God should (but, unfortunately, doesn’t always) lead God’s 
elect to unity in doctrine and practice. Doctrine and practice, and the divisions among God’s 
elect, are direct reflections of divisions in the beliefs of God’s elect about the unity of God.  
 
(e) each having the whole divine essence, yet the essence undivided:  
 
Reference Exodus 3:14 
 

Exodus 3:13-15  And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, 
and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 
What is his name? what shall I say unto them?  14  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 
AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.  15  
And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The LORD 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me 
unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations. 
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John Gill on “The Unity of God”: “God is the first Being, the cause of all other beings; he is 
the first Cause, and the last end of all things; the mind of man, from effects rises to the 
knowledge of causes; and from one cause, to the cause of that; and so proceeds on until it arrives 
to the first Cause, which is without a cause, and is what is truly called God; and as therefore 
there is but one first Cause, there can be but one God;” 

 
Isaiah 43:10-11  Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: 
that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God 
formed, neither shall there be after me.  11  I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me 
there is no saviour. 

 
God, in all three persons, is I AM. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost simply are existent, together and 
in and of themselves. There is no God, except one God. This is why Jehovah Elohim is used to 
name God often in the Old Testament. Elohim is a plural noun usually paired with a singular 
verb, further indicating the plurality of the trinity, but the unity of God’s purpose. 
 
(e continued) the Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; 
 
Reference John 14:11 
 

John 14:6-11  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.  7  If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father 
also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.  8  Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew 
us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  9  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and 
yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how 
sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?  10  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.  11  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 

 
Reference 1 Corinthians 8:6 
 

1 Corinthians 8:6  But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and 
we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. 

 
(f) the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; 
 
Reference John 1:14,18;   
 

John 1:14-18  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  15  John bare witness 
of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred 
before me: for he was before me.  16  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.  
17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.  18  No man 
hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him. 

 
Jesus Christ, the Son, reveals God’s glory, grace, and truth. 
 
(g) the Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father and the Son; 
 
Reference Joh 15:26 
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John 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

 
The Holy Ghost, reveals God’s truth and testimony. 
 
Reference Galatians 4:6 
 

Galatians 4:3-7  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of 
the world:  4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law,  5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons.  6  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.  7  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if 
a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

 
All three persons of the trinity, working together in unison, reveal God’s plan of redemption, 
adoption, and inheritance for God’s elect children.  
 
Summary: 
1. God is I AM, plural in persons, but singular in purpose and action. 
2. God is one in three distinct persons: 

a. God the Father. 
b. God the Son. 
c. God the Holy Ghost (Spirit). 

3. Though distinct in purpose and action, the persons are always unified, working together to 
accomplish God’s plans. 
4. The unity of the persons of the trinity should be reflected in the unity of God’s elect in their 
doctrine and their practice. 


