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John 5.25-30 
Resurrection Of Life Or Judgment? "

Aim: to feel the weight of the necessity to live our lives for good and not evil, because of God’s 
judgment to come. "
Scripture Reading: Acts 10.34-43  "
INTRODUCTION: "
What comes to your mind when you think about who God is?  What about who Jesus is?   
"
Have you ever told a lie before?  Have you ever stolen anything?  Have you ever taken the 

Lord’s name in vain?  Have you ever worshiped anything other than God? 
"
If God were to judge you on just these 4 questions would you be innocent or guilty?  Did you 

know that everyone will one day stand before God and be judged?  You will either be found not 

guilty or you will be found guilty by the Judge of Creation.  The only way to escape 

condemnation and be found not guilty is to have the guilt of your lies, the guilt of your thievery, 

the guilt of your blasphemous words, and the guilt of your idolatry placed upon Jesus at the 

cross.  That’s the only way to escape the judgment of God to come. 
"
So what comes to mind when you think about who God is?  What about who Jesus is?  Today, 

we will learn further that Jesus is the One who will execute judgment upon all of those who are 

guilty before God and have spurned and disdained His holiness and righteousness with their sin.  

Those who will not hide themselves in the cross of Christ and His death will be exposed in the 

nakedness of their sinfulness before the Judge of all creation. 
"
Jesus tells the hostile crowd that He has both the power to raise the spiritually dead and the 

power to raise the physically dead.  Last week we looked at verses 25-26 and the spiritual 

resurrection of the dead.  Jesus has the divine power to speak and to make the deaf to hear and 

the dead to be raised to new life by His voice.  Jesus resurrects spiritually dead people everyday, 

all day by the power of His voice!  And He can do this because all of life itself is in Jesus.  Folks, 

that is divine! 
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But did you know that Jesus says there will come another resurrection?  Not only a spiritual 

resurrection, but a physical resurrection? 

"
One day the Eternal Judge will summon all those “who are in the tombs and they will hear His 

voice, and will come forth; and those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those 

who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.”  

"
There will come an hour when all the dead will hear the voice of the Son of Man and either be 

raised up to life or raised up to be judged and condemned. 

"
But Pastor Keith I thought Jesus was all-loving!  What is this about being judged?  Judged is 

such a bad word in our culture today.  I thought God was all-loving! 

"
Let’s read it together…John 5.25-30 

"
Title: Resurrection of Life or Judgment 

Aim: to feel the weight of the necessity to live our lives for good and not evil, because of God’s 

judgment to come.  

"
"
The Father Gave Jesus Authority To Execute Judgment (v.27) "
 “and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.” 
"
Jesus in verse 26 stated that the One who has life in Himself and distributes that life is none 

other than Jesus, Himself.  All Jews would have known that it was God who was the origin of 

life.  Jesus claiming that life was in Himself, was to claim that He was indeed the God who 

created and gives life to all. 

"
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So here in verse 27 Jesus doubles-down on His claim in verse 22 that He is not only the One 

who gives life, but He is also the One who will judge.  This too the Jews would have known to 

be God’s prerogative.  "
 Genesis 18.25 “Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the  
 wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike.  Far be it from You!   
 Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” "
 Judges 11.27 “I therefore have not sinned against you, but you are doing me wrong  
 by making war against me; may the LORD, the Judge, judge today between the sons 
 of Israel and the sons of Ammon.”  "
All those persecuting Jesus would have known God to be both the Giver of life and the Judge of 

all the earth.  So what these people have before them is the Man, Christ Jesus, who is claiming 

that He is indeed the One who gives life and the One who executes judgment over all of life.  

Within the infinite wisdom of the Godhead (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) it was given by the Father 

to the Son to execute judgment over all the earth.  Jesus is the Judge.  Jesus has the authority, 

Jesus has the capacity, competence and the freedom to judge.  He is the righteous Judge.   

"
This is why we believe that the New Testament is a revelation of the Old Testament.  The New 

Testament reveals to us what was hidden in the Old Testament.  It is a fuller revelation of God to 

His people.  So here in John 5 we learn that the God who judges in the Old Testament is 

specifically God the Son who is the One who has been given authority to execute judgment.  

Praise God for this revelation! 

"
What Kind Of Judgment? (v.27) "
But what kind of judgment will Jesus execute?  It will be a judgment of condemnation upon 

those who spurn Him; upon those who reject Him; upon those who do not hear His word and 

believe in Him who sent Him.  It will be judgment, condemnation, and a damnatory judgment 

upon them.  When you reject Jesus you reject the Father and not only is there rejection here, but 

their is an attempt at humiliating God the Father in rejecting His Son. 
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 1 John 5.10 “The one who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself;  
 the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not   
 believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.”   "
It is truly remarkable that God the Father has given authority to His Son to execute judgment 

over those who do not believe in the Son nor do they believe in the testimony of His Father 

regarding the Son.  So to reject Jesus is equal to rejecting God the Father and to reject Jesus and 

God the Father is to make God out to be a liar, because God the Father testifies of His Son to the 

world.  It is those who reject God the Son and God the Father who will have judgment executed 

upon them; condemnation upon them; and eternal damnation upon them. 

"
Folks, make no mistake about it.  God is infinitely loving, but God is also infinitely just.  And 

when you insult Jesus’ Father and call Him a liar the judgment of God will be swiftly upon you.  

You will not escape that judgment to come. 

"
A.W. Pink writes, “The despised one (Jesus) will be in the place of supreme honor and 

authority.  He will be given authority to judge those who despised Him and rejected Him, so 

that the despisers will bow and rightfully give Him glory that He deserves.” 
"
But why?  Why is Jesus the One who gets to execute judgment? 

"
Why Authority To Execute Judgment? (v.27) "
 “Because He is the Son of Man.” "
Jesus actually answers this question for us in verse 27.  Because He is the Son of Man.  Why 

does Jesus use this title and reference to refer to the reason why He is the One who is given 

authority to execute judgment?  Why call Himself the Son of Man? "
This title, Son of Man, was first given through the prophet Daniel.  Daniel in a vision prophesied 

of the Messiah that would come.  Daniel said of the Messiah, "
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 Daniel 7.13-14 “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of  
 heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of   
 Days and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a  
 kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him.   
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom 
 is one which will not be destroyed.” "
Jesus identifies Himself as the Son of Man because that is who He is.  He is none other than the 

Son of Man in Daniel that will not simply come one day, but has come.  The title Son of Man 

simply means that Jesus is a Man.  But at the same time this is no ordinary Man.  He is a Man 

that comes and presents Himself before the Ancient of Days.  And this Man is given dominion, 

glory and a kingdom that all peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  And 

to add to this His dominion will be an everlasting eternal dominion and nothing will be able to 

destroy His kingdom.   
"
Jesus refers to Himself the most in the gospels as the Son of Man.  So when the Jews would 

hear Him identify Himself as the Son of Man they would have immediately recognized that 

Jesus was calling Himself the Messiah.  The very One who would come in the flesh and rule and 

reign forever.  So for Jesus to say that He has life in Himself and He is the Son of Man speaks to 

truth of His incarnation as God, who gives life and is a Man in the flesh.  Only God has life in 

Himself, so to have life in Himself and to be a Man is to be God with us; Emmanuel; God 

incarnate! 
"
So in just two verses Jesus states His claim that He is worthy to give eternal life AND to execute 

judgement because He is the Son of Man.  He is both God and Man.  And the God-Man 

resurrects the dead by His voice and gives them life and also has authority to execute 

judgment. 

"
So in short what does it mean to be the Son of Man?  It means to have both the prerogative of 

God and the experience of man.  It means to be both God and Man.  To be the God-Man! 

"
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But Jesus not only has the authority to execute judgment because He is the Son of Man.  But 

there’s another motivation… 

"
So That All Will Honor The Son Even As They Honor The Father (v23)   "
 “so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father…” "
When Jesus tells the crowd that He has both the power to give life and the authority to judge 

this should lead the crowd and those who hear His words to then honor the Son even as they 

honor the Father.  When we learn the true nature of the Christ, the Son of God, the Son of Man, 

this should always lead us to honor Him and to recognize Him for who He is.   
"
But unfortunately for many and even most they do not give any honor to the Son nor do they 

give honor to the Father, because we learn that honor can not be separated here with God the 

Father and God the Son.  Both are intimately acquainted with each other.  So to not honor One is 

to not honor Both. 
"
So when they hear Jesus’ words they should honor, believe, and obey.  This is one of the great 

motivations for this revelation of Jesus’ omnipotent power to give ears to the dead, to make the 

dead alive and to judge the living and the dead.  Honor!  Honor the Son even as you honor the 

Father! 
"
Do Not Marvel (v.28) "
 “Do not marvel at this…” 
"
Didn’t Jesus just tell us in verse 20 to marvel at the Son?  What gives Jesus?  Once again, 

context determines meaning.  People can marvel and have all kinds of motivation.  We can 

marvel at the Son of Man in the sense that we are amazed by His glory and awestruck by His 

wonder and power.  And we can marvel in the sense that we are so moved by what is being said 

that we are beside ourselves in disbelief at what is being said.  I can’t believe what I’m hearing. 
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This was most likely what was in the minds and hearts of the people as they just heard Jesus 

declare Himself to be God, who has life in Himself and gives life to others; as well as His claim 

to be the Son of Man, the Messiah, who has been given all authority to execute judgment.  

You can only imagine what the Jews were thinking and feeling at this point.  Do not marvel at 

this. 
"
But why?   
"
Because Another Hour Is Coming (v.28-29) "
 “for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and  
 will come forth; "
Another hour is coming and in this hour that comes all those who are dead in the tombs will 

hear His voice and will come forth.  Jesus is describing the physical resurrection that will 

come.  At this resurrection, those who heard the voice of God and obeyed His calling and have 

died will have a second resurrection.  The first was spiritual, but this resurrection joins their 

soul with their resurrected glorified bodies. 

"
Those who never heard or obeyed the voice of God and who died will at this time obey His voice 

and come forth.  All who are in the tombs will hear His voice and will come forth.  This will 

be a universal resurrection.  All will be summoned and all will obey the voice of their Maker.   

"
Do you see the power in the voice of the Son of Man?  He summons all the dead and all the 

dead will at one time will be resurrected and will go to their rightful place.   

"
And here is where there is a great divide between two sets of people.  Those who did good and 

those who did evil will all receive their reward. 

"
"
"
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Life Or Judgment (v.29) "
 “those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil 
 deeds to a resurrection of judgment.” "
I must remind us all that it is not the trying to do good that determines your salvation, but your 

salvation is what determines whether or not you do good or you do evil.  Jesus says, “those who 

did the good deeds to a resurrection of life.” 

"
Those who heard the voice of the Son of God, those who believed in Him, those who believed in 

the One who sent Him, those who trusted in the Messiah to come, those who by faith believed in 

Him and it was credited to them as righteousness will be the ones who would then do the good 

deeds and will have resurrection life. 

"
Leon Morris writes, “the lives they live form the test of faith they profess.”  So if you have deeds 

appropriate to repentance and faith in Christ, then at the time of His calling those who are dead 

will be raised/resurrected to life by the One whom they believed and hoped in. 

"
It is a life of doing good.  It is a life of doing good works.  It is a life filled with good unto God 

and good unto others.  It is a life built on the goodness of God and His Son Jesus.  He came to 

do good in honoring His Father and saving His people from their sin.  We too ought to live in His 

goodness and do the works which He prepared before hand and walk in them.   

"
Doing good is doing those things in Scripture.  Doing good is being useful unto God and others.  

Doing good is that which is excellent and distinguished from that which is bad and evil in the 

world.  When God saves a man He calls him to an altogether different life and way of living.  

That life is now filled with good things that God says to be good, but the world may say it to be 

bad or evil.  It is God’s definition of good that we must adhere to.  Thus the life that does the 

good is the life that will one day be resurrected to life when the voice of the Son of Man calls 

all those who are dead in the tombs. 
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This resurrection life is for those who already enjoy eternal life now. 

"
But there are not only those who do good who are then resurrected to life.  There are also 

those who committed the evil deeds and are resurrected to judgment.   

"
Just like doing good reflects the true nature of one’s salvation and faith in the Christ, doing evil 

also reflects the true nature of one’s rejection and unbelief in the Christ.  Those who do not have 

faith cannot please God nor can they do good unto God and for others.   

"
Therefore, the evil that Jesus speaks of here is always at the root of the heart and motivation for 

why we do what we do.  That’s why two people serving the homeless can be distinguished 

between one who does good and one who does evil, because the one who’s heart is bent toward 

the Lord, his work is done for the glory of the Lord and therefore is a good work.  But the one 

who serves the homeless, but does not have faith and does not do it for the glory of the Lord does 

it with selfish and prideful intent, which is evil unto God.   

"
The Greek word for evil here is fowlus and it means how it sounds.  Their deeds are foul or 

flawy.  They are not righteous deeds unto God and done in the power of Christ for Christ.   

"
Therefore their whole life is filled with foul and flawed works that God calls evil.  These people 

who rejected Christ and have done all things evil before God are resurrected at the sound of the 

Son’s voice to a resurrection of judgment.  This word judgment means condemnation or 

damnation.  They will be resurrected in the sense that their soul will be joined to their new body 

and in their new body they will face the due penalty of their unbelief and evil deeds before God 

for all eternity.   

"
"
"
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All of this once again stems from their rejection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is telling these people 

who hate Him that there will come a resurrection and in this resurrection their will be two sets 

of people.  The good and the evil.  So how do you know who the good are?  By their deeds.  

How do you know who the evil are?  By their deeds. 

"
Mark Johnston in his commentary on verses 28-29 says that these words of resurrection to life 

and resurrection to judgment are “words that are intended to make us tremble.  More than that, 

they are intended to make us realize that human destiny depends ultimately on Jesus and on the 

way people respond to him.  Jesus drives these comments home in verse 30 by stating again that 

they are not the ravings of a deluded religious maniac, but the words of the One who sent him—

the words of God Himself.” 

"
“I can do nothing on My own initiative.  As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, 

because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” 

"
Once again, those who reject, disdain, and scorn Jesus or not only rejecting, disdaining, and 

scorning Jesus, but the Father as well.  Those who do this are obvious, because their deeds are 

evil.  They do not live in the goodness of God nor do they live in His righteousness.  And all 

their evil deeds will be judged by Jesus on the day of judgment. 

"
Everyone will give an account of his/her life unto God.  I believe this is a good and sober word 

for everyone.  Both believers in Christ and most certainly those who reject Christ.  And belief 

and rejection are laid bare in the deeds of what one does…good or evil! 

"
CONCLUSION: "
 1 John 2.28 “Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may  
 have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.  If you  
 know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness  
 is born of Him.”   



�11

Those who abide in Him may have confidence when Jesus appears and returns.  Those who abide 

in Him will not have to shrink away or turn away from Him when He returns.  Those who abide 

in Him will not have to be ashamed.  Will you be ashamed? 

"
It’s amazing that when Jesus appears you will either have confidence or you will be ashamed.   

"
How you live each day and what you do in each day that you live is what determines your 

response to Jesus when He comes back.  You cannot hide from the Judge.  You cannot hide 

anything from Him.  So you might as well expose, confess, repent of sin today.  Because when 

you hear His voice and He calls all to Himself…it will be too late.  It will be too late! 

"
Today is your day of salvation.  Today is your day to hear His voice and believe.  Today is your 

day to publicly confess Christ as the Son of God and the Son of Man and to abide in Him 

producing works of righteousness done in faith.  Today is the day! 

"
Today, we must feel the weight of the necessity to live our lives for good and not for evil, 

because of God’s judgment to come.  These are words that should make us all tremble before 

God.  Examine yourselves today and to see if your faith is producing good works or if your faith 

is dead and your life is filled with evil deeds, foul deeds before God. 

"
Let us consider God’s Word this morning! 


