
   He is Willing! 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 34:1-10     Hymn #3 (Supp.)-  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
1st Scripture:  Luke 7:1-10              Hymn #707-  Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior 
2nd Scripture:  Luke 5:12-14                Hymn Insert-  There is Power in the Blood 

Introduction: 

 During the time of Christ, there was perhaps no more debilitating, shameful and 

horrifying disease than the disease of leprosy.  And there was no known cure.   

 The disease was painful, and often times, it was a slow, gradual death sentence.  Starting 

out with spots of discoloration, the disease would eat at your flesh, and it would continue 

devouring your insides; bones and muscle tissue and into your inner most parts, leaving you 

walking around with your raw insides exposed.  Gradually, body parts might fall off, and 

ultimately, barring divine intervention, it would eventually kill you.   

 But leprosy was not only a painful death sentence, it was also a disease, which barred you 

from society.  You could not live among your people.  Normal life was a bygone conclusion, 

since you had been infected by the illness.  You were unclean.  You were, at first, pitied and then 

despised, and perhaps even forgotten.  You were an infectious mess; a threat to the health and 

welfare of the community.  The idea of filth and contamination were so associated with leprosy, 

that if you were healed, you were said rather to be "cleansed." 

 And so, if diagnosed with leprosy, you had to immediately move to the outskirts of the 

community, into barren areas where only lepers could congregate.  And if and when, any normal 

person came anywhere within the vicinity of the region to which you were exiled, you had to 

cover your face and yell aloud, repeatedly, "Unclean!  Unclean!  Unclean!," warning others to 

keep far away from you, lest they should come into contact with your defiled contamination. 

 If it somehow weren't bad enough that leprosy was painfully debilitating and a slow death 

sentence; if it somehow weren't bad enough that leprosy marked you with shame, rejection and 

utter abandonment; if it somehow weren't bad enough that leprosy separated you from everything 

normal, barring you from enjoying the fellowship and blessing of being with your people, than 

consider further that leprosy was one of the clearest pictures of the fallen and sinful state of man.   
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 The gross reality of how God views our spiritual infection of sin, is seen perhaps most 

clearly in the physical defilement of leprosy.  From the standpoint of filth, all consuming 

corruption, defilement, uncleanness, unholiness, it is hard to imagine a more graphic picture of 

sin than that which is pictured in the physical display of leprosy.  From the standpoint of 

alienation, separation, being an outcast, leprosy, perhaps more than any other disease, conveys 

that aspect of our sin nature most graphically.  And from the standpoint of being beyond any 

natural remedy, living with a gradual death sentence within you, leprosy pictures our sin nature 

quite graphically. 

 All in all, though sadly, apart from the grace of God, sinners are blind to their own 

desperately lost and fallen condition, the very well realized condition of utter desperation, which 

a leper felt, ought to be, though to a lesser extent even, a shadowy picture of the utter 

desperation, which all of mankind should feel, over their sin!  What leprosy was to the body, sin 

is to the soul.  And if the soul be more precious and valuable than the body, than the condition of 

the sinner is even far more desperate than the condition of the leper.  And as in the case of the 

leper, apart from divine intervention; apart from some powerful action on the part of God, the 

infection of sin, like leprosy, will ultimately destroy all who are infected by it.  And the 

Scriptures clearly teach us that, "There are none righteous, no not one."  We are all naturally, 

spiritual lepers in the sight of God, desperate for God to deliver us, not merely from the death of 

the body, but also from the eternal, unending, conscious torment of the soul.   

I.  The Leper's Plight 

 In our text, we are told of a man who was full of leprosy.  Clearly, here was a man, not 

merely with a touch of leprosy; evidently not in the early stages of leprosy, but a man, who was 

at death's door, as it were.  We are told that he was "full of leprosy."  Certainly, disfigured, raw 

and not by any means a pleasant sight to behold.  Needless to say, the man was barred from all 

hope of being cleansed at this point; probably trying everything he could to learn to accept his 

fate, but unwilling to speed up the process, at the same time.   

 But Hope entered his city on this particular, God ordained occasion.  We are told that, "It 

happened when Jesus was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of leprosy saw 
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Jesus..."  Now, clearly he had heard of this Jesus.  Word had gotten back to him, somehow, 

indicating that this Jesus was able to make the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear..... and yes, 

the leper clean!  What do you do at that moment, when you realize that the potential cure for all 

that ails you; for all that pains you; for all that shames you and bars you from being amongst 

your family and friends and society at large; what do you do, when you realize that Jesus is right 

there, at your location?  Are you casual about it?  "Well, that's great that He can heal me from 

this utter nightmare of a life, which I am presently living?  Yeah, it would be nice to know that I 

can live a longer and more productive life.  So maybe I'll send a little message to Him.  Well, 

maybe if I have the time, I can try to reach Him... or maybe I'll just wait till tomorrow."  Of 

course not! 

 Can you not feel this man's desperation, friends, even without reading any further into the 

text!  And so, what does he do?  We're told that "he fell on his face and implored/begged Jesus, 

saying, 'Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.'"  This is a man who is beyond 

desperate and he knows it!  Notice, how his posture and his words both speak as one who 

recognizes that he has absolutely nothing to offer Jesus.  He puts himself completely in the hands 

of Christ's mercy!  There is no, "I don't deserve this suffering, Lord," or "You've done so much 

for everyone else, and it wouldn't be fair to pass me by," or "Don't you see how bad I've had it... 

God has dealt me a bad hand,"... no, none of that.  Rather, he falls down on his face; he lays 

down on the ground and utterly humbles himself before the Lord.  And notice his words, "Lord, 

if You are willing"; "If You so desire," I know that you can make me clean!"   

 Now, how does our Lord respond to this heap of an infected mess of a man?  Having 

absolutely no obligation whatsoever to help this man, who is both utterly sinful on the inside and 

unclean and defiled on the outside, how might He respond?  Let us consider a few possibilities 

before coming back to our text: 

 1)  The Pharisaical Response:  "Back up, you are unclean and have no business coming 

near me.  Cover your face and shout aloud that you are unclean, and stay away from me."       

 2) The "I'll Pray for You" Response:  "Wow, I'm sorry to hear about your condition, but 

I'll pray for you." 
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 3) The Condemnation Response:  "You're a condemned sinner, and that is the real root of 

this terrible disease that plagues you.  Repent of your sin and maybe God will help you."   

 4) The "Maybe Next Time" Response:  "I'm a little busy right now.  I haven't eaten dinner 

yet; the ball game is on; the grand finale of The Walking Dead is about to start," but maybe next 

time.   

 There are probably a million other responses that we can come up with, but for now, we'll 

leave it there.  Of course, our Lord does not respond in any of these ways, but notice how He 

does respond.  What a tender, gracious and profoundly compassionate response we find coming 

out of our Lord's lips!"  "I am willing; be cleansed."  "Lord, if you are willing, You can make me 

clean!  You can remove all of the impurities, the defilement, the contamination; You can relieve 

my body of this dreadful plague, regenerate my dead flesh and extend my life!"  "I am willing!"  

The response of our Lord, as it is, testifies so wonderfully to the compassionate, kind, gentle and 

tender heart of our Lord, doesn't it!?  What a contrast to the self-righteous and yet, ungodly, 

attitude of the Pharisees, who had no such pity on the ill, dejected outcasts of society!  What a 

pronounced offer of hope, grace and mercy to the hopeless!  "I am willing, be cleansed."  

"Though you are undeserving, My heart is inclined to act, unto the purifying and cleansing of 

your deteriorating body and soul." 

 And then, we are told that "Immediately the leprosy left him."  The disease that plagued 

him and brought him to death's door; the disease that racked his body and made him an outcast to 

society, had left him.  Like a living villain, which holds a man hostage; like a demon possessed 

man, held captive by demons; like the wind and the waves, which pounded against the disciple's 

boat; at the command of the Creator of all the universe and all things, it obeyed the Designer and 

walked away, leaving the leper immediately cleansed.  We can only imagine that the flesh, which 

was once grossly deteriorated, raw and infected, at the Word of Jesus, was now as smooth and as 

clean as a new born baby's skin. 

 Finally then, in keeping with the Mosaic Law, Jesus sent the man to the priest, to work 

through the proper ceremonial practices, which were commanded for those who have been 
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cleansed of their leprosy.  In doing so, he would also bear testimony to what the Lord had done 

for him. 

II.  Concluding Thoughts and Applications 

 Having examined this short text, let us then consider a few closing thoughts and 

applications: 

 1) First, if you are not a Christian here, this morning; if you are still in your sin; you have 

not repented and been joined to Christ by faith, see in a very graphic way, that, what the leper 

was outwardly, you are inwardly before God.  You have a leprous disease of the soul, and left 

unchecked, it will ultimately destroy you, forever.  It eats away at you, hardening your heart 

more and more in the direction of defilement and ungodliness.  And like leprosy, it separates you 

from the community of God's people.  You cannot possibly have fellowship with God, when you 

are in every way, contrary to His purity and holiness. 

 You must stop; in the busyness of life, stop and consider the grave nature of your 

condition.  See that you are utterly lost, defiled and condemned in the sight of your Creator.  You 

may not have realized it up to this point, but it is true nonetheless.  You are as desperate as the 

leper was; indeed, more desperate, as your never dying soul is at stake!  See that you are hanging 

over the pit of hell, by but a very thin strand, and at any moment, should God cut that cord, you 

will be eternally ruined and condemned forever!  Your plight is desperate!  See it, pictured here 

in the leper, so that it might drive you to the only place where a cure; where cleansing from sin 

can be found!  

 You see, like the leper, you cannot clean yourself.  You cannot undo your condition and 

remove your defilement!  Imagine the leper attempting to free himself of his dreaded bondage by 

doing good deeds or by merely following formal religious traditions and practices.  No, none of 

those things; in fact, nothing that you do, could ever change your condition!  But, Christ can! 

 Do you see that here, this morning!  Humble yourself before Him!  Cry out to Him, like 

the leper!  Get down on your knees; fall on your face before Him, and plead, beg, "Lord, if you 

are willing, you can wash away all of my guilt and sin!  You can cleanse me of every wicked 
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strand of evil, which resides in me!  You can pay the debt, which I owe to the Law of God for my 

sin!  You can make me clean! 

 Oh friend, and if you come with such a heart as this, you will find not a resistant or 

distant Savior!  You will find Him, as the leper did in our text!  "I am willing, be cleansed!"  He 

is both able -- He died on the cross as a substitute for sinners -- and He is willing -- No one 

comes to Him except he be drawn by the Father, but all who come to Him, He will by no means 

cast out!  He is willing!  He is willing!  He is willing!  And He will cleanse you, not next year; 

not next week or in a few days, or even tomorrow!  Immediately, your sin will be taken from 

your account and moved to His!  The leper was cleansed immediately!  Oh friend, immediate 

justification in the sight of God; immediate reconciliation and adoption into His family!  What 

greater prospect could there be!  You'd be excited to be in that new house, which you are saving 

up for, in a year or a month or a week!  You'd be excited to be rid of the flu or some other illness 

in but a short time, so you can get back to living life!  You'd be excited to wed your soul mate at 

the appointed time in a year!  But, what if you could be granted full pardon for all of your sins, 

and citizenship into the glory of heaven, right now, at this very moment!  Seek the Lord!  Cry out 

to Him, now, before it is too late!  For, you do not know what a day will bring!  You would never 

risk the loss of anything of great value to you, no matter what the odds.  Why would you risk 

your very soul by delaying another day; another hour; another minute; another moment? 

 2) Brethren, what is your response to the desperate need and plight of sinners?  Are you 

as willing to plead with sinners and to carry them before the Lord of glory; are you as willing to 

lower them through the roof on a gurney, so that they might be laid before the feet of Christ, 

though dead in their sin; are you as willing to usher sinners before the mercy seat of Christ's 

grace; are you as will to bring sinners to the saving fountain of Christ's blood... as Christ is 

willing to save them?  Which response best describes your response to those who yet remain in 

their leprous condition?  Which response best describes your life, if not in your words, than by 

your actions; if not in your direct speech, than by the misorganization of your priorities?:  

 1)  The Pharisaical Response:  "Back up, you are unclean and have no business coming 

near me.  Cover your face and shout aloud that you are unclean, and stay away from me."       
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 2) The "I'll Pray for You" Response:  "Wow, I'm sorry to hear about your condition, but 

I'll pray for you." 

 3) The Condemnation Response:  "You're a condemned sinner, and that is the real root of 

this terrible disease that plagues you.  Repent of your sin and maybe God will help you."   

 4) The "Maybe Next Time" Response:  "I'm a little busy right now.  I haven't eaten dinner 

yet; the ball game is on; the grand finale of The Walking Dead is about to start, but maybe next 

time."   

 What a joy it has been this morning to see a baptized beloved sister in Christ, give 

testimony to the marvelous work of Christ's grace in her heart.  And what a joy it was to see a 

beloved brother in Christ, restored into the fellowship of God's people, after having gone astray!  

God has given us so so much to be excited about here, this morning, brethren!  Don't let this 

wear off!  Don't let the big picture of salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ 

alone, freely given to lost, dead, leprous sinners, take the back seat in your life priorities!  You 

yourselves bear the marks of Christ's grace in you!  Never forget it!  First and foremost, all of 

this is about Christ entering a fallen world, and redeeming sinners by His grace and for His 

glory!  Go then, with the leper, and bear witness to such a glorious Savior! 

Amen!!! 

The Lord's Supper!
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