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STUDY 2 

The Lord and His Church 

Martin Bleby 

HEAD OVER ALL THINGS FOR THE CHURCH 

From His Mouth Comes a Sharp Sword 

 Revelation 19:11–21 tells the vision of the rider on the white horse and ‘the armies 
of heaven . . . following him’. There is a salient feature that we may miss, which this 
alternative rendering of the vision makes clear: 
 

As the white army drew near a great and terrible cry arose from the black prince . . . and he leapt 
out and trod the air of which he was a great and powerful ruler. Likewise others who had these 
powers leapt with him, and they ranged across the skies, becoming black and defiling objects in the 
rose-coloured clouds. Like hard, foreign bodies they plunged across the atmosphere . . .  
   Then they stopped in their tracks . . . and for a moment there was silence. In a trice the silence 
was broken by the coarse and hideous laughter of the dark army. They shook with horrible mirth for 
they had perceived a strange thing. They pointed at it and jeered and slapped their sides with unholy 
joy, for what they saw was true, and I must tell it though you believe me not. There was not one 
weapon in the hands of the army of light.1 

 
While it appears that ‘the armies of heaven, wearing fine linen, white and pure’ are 
fully engaged in the battle and essential to it, victory is achieved ‘by the sword of the 
rider on the horse, the sword that came from his mouth’ (Rev. 19:14, 21). It is Christ 
himself who wields the one weapon: ‘what is heard comes through the word of 
Christ’ (Rom. 10:17), that is, the word that Christ himself speaks, and is—‘his name 
is called The Word of God’ (Rev. 19:13). 

Substitute Weapons 

 What alternative weapons do we seek to wield, that we rely on to win the battle? 
• Our theology 
• Our own ordering and articulation of our theology 
• Our computer 
• Getting PowerPoint right 

                                                
1  Geoffrey C. Bingham, Bright Bird and Shining Sails, NCPI, Blackwood, 1981, p. 112 (emphasis added). 



The Lord and His Church 

 2:2 

• The force of our personality 
• Having the right connections 
• Leadership and management skills 
• Community engagement 
• Impressive good deeds 

We may think of others. None of these things may be wrong, especially as gifts from 
God. But to what extent might our reliance on these be an avoidance of relationship 
with and submission to Christ our Commander? 

The Rider on the Horse 

 Revelation 19:12–13, 15: 

• ‘His eyes are like a flame of fire’—are we avoiding his gaze? 
• ‘on his head are many diadems’—have we sought to wear some of them 

ourselves? 
• ‘he has a name inscribed that no one knows but himself’—are we keen to 

know him as he knows himself, or do we prefer some other notions of him? 
• ‘He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood’—how central, or peripheral, or 

quarantined, is his death on the cross in our relationship with him? 
• ‘From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, 

and he will rule them with a rod of iron’—what is our expectation of the 
impact and effectiveness of the word of God in the life of a nation? 

• ‘he will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty’ —
how squeamish are we about that? 

• ‘On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, “King of kings  
and Lord of lords” ’—what other lords have we paid homage to (see Isa. 
26:13: ‘O LORD our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but we 
acknowledge your name alone’)? 

The Fullness of Him Who Fills All in All 

Ephesians 1:22–23 has been subject to a variety of translations and interpretations: 
 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory . . . has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all 
in all (Eph. 1:17, 22–23). 

 
Out of the Father, Christ, and the church, who or what is the fullness, who is doing the 
filling, who or what is being filled? Comparison with 1 Corinthians 15:28 (‘that God 
may be all in all’); Colossians 2:9 (‘in him [Christ] the whole fullness of deity dwells 
bodily’; compare 1:19); Ephesians 4:10 (‘that he [Christ] might fill all things’); 3:19 
(‘that you may be filled with [lit. unto] all the fullness of God’); and John 1:16 (‘from 
his fullness we have all received’); with an eye on Acts 17:25 (‘as though he needed 
anything’), may yield the following translation: 
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the church, which is his body and as such holds within it the fullness of him who himself receives 
the entire fullness of God.2 

 
F. F. Bruce is happy to see the church as the fullness of Christ in this way: 
 

the sense may well be that Christ, who is transcendent over the church, his body, is also immanent 
within it and fills it . . . as it is being totally filled. The fullness of deity resides in him, and out of 
that fullness his church is being constantly supplied.3 

YOU HAVE COME TO FULLNESS IN HIM 

God’s Means 

Jens Christensen endorses the reality that the white-robed army has no weapons in its 
own hands: 
 

you are alive to the fact that you have no means and can use no means, but that you are God’s 
means . . . As God’s means, you possess nothing; it is not your enterprise that is at stake; your 
educational and technical superiority mean nothing; every move you make is effective only when 
the Holy Spirit makes it so.4 

 
Rather, we are the weapon in God’s hands: 
 

The Church is God’s means, how then can we start talking and thinking of using means? Do you 
realise what is happening? We are moving from our rightful place as God’s means to an usurped 
position of being the Subject, the Doer! This change is very subtle and extremely dangerous . . . you 
are God’s means of approach. You are the shock trooper, who with the sword of the Spirit must 
throw yourself in. There are no means you can use; because you are God’s means . . . you yourself 
are the point of contact; but God’s point of contact.5 

In Righteousness He Judges and Makes War 

 Bearing this in mind, we may still speak of having weapons, but they appertain to 
us being those who ‘have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and 
authority’ (Col. 2:10), and to the way that fullness has been attained. 
 For the armies of heaven, ‘wearing fine linen, white and pure’ (Rev. 19:14) would 
appear to be the flimsiest of battle garb. It comes from having ‘washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb’ (Rev. 7:14). As the wedding dress of the 
Bride, it denotes purity and closeness in relationship, and the fruit that comes from 
such union: 
 

 ‘the marriage of the Lamb has come,  
   and his bride has made herself ready;  

                                                
2 New English Bible. See Martin Bleby, ‘Baptism as Incorporation into Christ’, Baptised into Christ Jesus, 

Ministry School 2009, NCPI, pp. 6.5–6.6. 
3 F. F. Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 

1984, p. 277. 
4 Jens Christensen, Mission to Islam and Beyond: A Practical Theology of Mission, NCPI, Blackwood, 2001, 

p. 23. 
5 Christensen, Mission to Islam, pp. 15, 17–18. 
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to her it has been granted to be clothed  
   with fine linen, bright and pure’— 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints (Rev. 19:7–8). 
 
All of this has to do with the great matter of justification, or ‘righteous-ification’, of 
those who have been crucified with Christ and made alive in him (see Gal. 2:19–20; 
Rom. 3:23–26; 6:4–14; Eph. 2:1–10; 2 Pet. 1:3–9; John 3:21). This alone is what now 
qualifies us to be an effective part of the heavenly army. It comes directly to us from 
our Head who ‘is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes 
war’ (Rev. 19:11)—the righteousness, that is, of the one ‘who justifies the ungodly’ 
(Rom. 4:5), the one who, through the great atonement wrought on the cross, reckons 
righteousness, and not-reckons sin, to sinners who believe (see Rom. 4:3–8). 

Weapons of Righteousness 

 In this alone we stand, and gain ground: ‘with the weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and for the left’ (2 Cor. 6:7). With these go ‘purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God’—an 
armoury feeble in the world’s eyes, but with ‘divine power to destroy strongholds’  
(2 Cor. 10:4)—along with ‘great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger’, as well as being ‘in 
honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and 
yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as 
punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything’ (2 Cor. 6:4–10). 
 Geoffrey Bingham comments: 
 

The world—the evil age—uses all kinds of methods to win the battle, but the new age is one of 
righteousness, goodness, holiness, love and truth. It must—and does—confine itself to such 
weapons. It cannot use the stratagems, techniques or weapons that the kingdom of darkness 
employs. For this reason the believer has to live in the tension of the two ages. His own flesh cries 
out to use similar weapons—to defeat evil by political might, by surpassing the power techniques of 
worldliness, but he may not. He must use the seemingly mediocre weapons and armoury of love, 
joy, peace, faith, hope and humility. Even so, this tension is most beneficial. On the one hand it 
teaches him the effectiveness of these spiritual elements and on the other continues to train him, and 
by such discipline to bring him into moral and spiritual maturity—the true maturity of character.6 

 
Consistent with what has happened to us in what he has done on the cross, this is the 
quality of our effective participation in his battle and his victory: 
 

the church has been equipped with gifts for this warfare. Mentioned as they are in Romans 13:12–
14; I Corinthians 10:3; II Corinthians 6:7; Ephesians 6:10–18; and I Thessalonians 5:8, the weapons 
or armoury when examined seem almost trivial. They certainly are not ‘carnal’ or ‘worldly’ for they 
are simply truth, righteousness, faith, the Gospel of peace, and such things. How would they avail 
against the macho weapons of the world? The word of truth (the Gospel) is a sword which will 
smite the nations. In the ultimate no one can prevail against love with all its beauties of peace and 
joy, kindness and gentleness. Whilst it is true that demons will flee before the word of truth, that 
word is not itself harsh, and it delivers those who are ‘oppressed by the devil’.7 

                                                
6  Geoffrey Bingham, The Clash of the Kingdoms, NCPI, Blackwood, 1989, p. 195. 
7  Bingham, The Clash of the Kingdoms, pp. 187–8. 
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Armed in this way by Christ, we need to be confident in the outcome: 
 

It is essential to learn and to understand the principles by which evil can be defeated. That it can be 
defeated must never be doubted in our minds.8 

 
 

                                                
8  Bingham, The Clash of the Kingdoms, p. 192. 


